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Al-Muhajiroon means, and was initially designed and presented by revert sisters from the West, 
who had made Hijrah from the lands of Kufr to the Muslim lands for the sake of Allaah.

 
Hijrah also refers to the abandoning of sins - all that Allaah has declared unlawful, whether it be 

connected to the Rights of Allaah, or to the rights of individuals.
 

The Prophet         said, “The Muslim is the one who the Muslims are safe from—his tongue and his 
hand—the Muhaajir is the one who abandons that which Allaah has declared unlawful.” 

[Collected: al-Bukhaari (6484), Kitab ar-Riqaaq; Muslim (41), Kitab al-Imaan]
 

Al-Muhajiroon magazine stands for the migration from evil deeds, the abandoning of sins, and 
the migration to Allaah, Almighty, the Most High, through sure knowledge.

 
“Say (O Muhammad     ): ‘This is my way; I call to Allaah with sure knowledge, I and whoso-
ever follows me (also must invite others to Allaah) with sure knowledge.’” [Surat Yusuf 12: 108]

May the peace and blessings of Allaah, Almighty, be upon our beloved Prophet Muhammad      .

Our Da’wah is to return to the sublime Qur’an and the authentic 
Sunnah of the Prophet         and to comprehend them both ac-
cording to the understanding and way of the pious predeces-
sors (as-Salaf as-Saalih), may Allaah           be pleased with them 
all. We aim to act in accordance with the saying of Allaah: “O 
you who believe! Obey Allaah and obey the Messenger     , 
and those of you (Muslims) who are in authority. And if you 
differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allaah and 
His Messenger       if you believe in Allaah and in the Last 
Day. That is better and more suitable for final destination.” 
[Surat an-Nisa’ 4:59] 
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Allaah’s Messenger (e) said: 
“A knowledge which has not been benefited from is like a treasure 

out of which nothing has been spent in the Cause of Allaah.” 

[Saheeh al-Jamie no. 2112 and Al-Albaani graded it Hasan]



The Name of Allaah, Al-’Afuw is mentioned five times in the 
Noble Qur’an and they are as follows:

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat an-Nisaa’ (4:43):

ائ  ائ  ەئ  ەئ  وئ  وئۇئ  ۇئ      ۆئ  ۆئ          ۈئ  
ۈئ  ېئ  

“Rub therewith your face and hands. Truly, Allaah is Ever 
Oft-Pardoning Oft-Forgiving.”

He (Ta’ala) also says in Surat an-Nisaa’ (4:99):

 ھ  ے  ے  ۓ  ۓ    ڭڭ  ڭ  ڭ  ۇ  ۇ  ۆ   
“For these there is hope that Allaah will forgive them, and 

Allaah is Ever Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.”

He (Ta’ala) says in Surat an-Nisaa’ (4:149):

ٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٹ  ٹ    ٹ  ٹ   ڤ  ڤ  ڤ  ڤ            ڦ  ڦ  ڦ  
“Whether you (mankind) disclose (by good words of 

thanks) a good deed (done to you in the form of a favor by 
someone), or conceal it, or pardon an evil, verily, Allaah is 

Ever Oft-Pardoning, All-Powerful.”

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Hajj (22:60):

ڌ  ڎ  ڎ  ڈ  ڈ      ژ  ژ  ڑ  ڑ  ک  ک  ک  
کگ  گ   گ   گ    ڳ  ڳ  

“That is so, and whoever has retaliated with the like of 
that which he was made to suffer, and then again has been 

wronged, Allaah will surely help him. Verily! Allaah is Oft-
Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.”

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Mujaadilah (58:2):

 ڄ  ڄ  ڃ  ڃ  ڃ  ڃچ  چ    چ  چ   ڇ  ڇ
“And verily; they utter an ill word or a lie. And verily;  

Allaah is Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.”

An Explanation of the 
Name of Allaah (U)

Al-’Afuw

The Oft-
Pardoning



The Meaning of the Name 

Ibn Jarir said: “’Truly, Allaah is Ever Oft-Pardoning’ 
means that Allaah is Ever Oft-Pardoning for the sins 
of His slaves, and He waives (cancels) the punish-
ment for most of their sins as long as they do not 
commit Shirk.” [Jami’ul-Bayan]

After mentioning the linguistic meaning of the 
Name, Az-Zajjaj said: “And Allaah is Oft-Pardoning 
of the sins and waives the punishment for them.” 
[Tafseer Al-Asma’]

Al-Khattabi said: “Al-’Afuw is an intensive form of 
the word ‘Afwa and it means: Pardon them their 
sins (turn away from the sins, i.e. ignore) and waive 
(abandon) the recompense of the wrong doer. 

It is said: The word ‘Afwa is taken or derived from 
’Afat ar-Reeh al-Athar’ i.e., the wind removes the 
traces. It is as if the one who pardons the sins wipes 
away or erases the traces of the sins when pardoning 
someone.” [Sha’n ad-Du’a]

Al-Haleemi said: “Al-’Afuw means He Who relieves 
His servants (forgives them) from the burden of (the 
evil consequences of) their sins and evil deeds, and 
their traces.

He (Ta’ala) will not take them to account for them if 
they return in repentance and ask for forgiveness 
or abandon what they do (of sins) for His Sake. He 
(Ta’ala) will expiate what they do (of sins) due to their 
abandonment or due to the intercession of those who 
intercede for them or as an honor and a recompense 
for their deeds.”  [Al-Minhaj]

Shaikh as-Sa’dee (Rahimahullaah) said: “Al-’Afuw, Al-
Ghafoor, Al-Ghaffaar is the One Who was and is 
known with the Attribute of Forgiveness, the One 
Who is described as having Forgiveness and Com-
passion. Everyone is in dire need of His Forgive-
ness just as they are in dire need of His Mercy and 
Kindness. Allaah has promised forgiveness to the 
one who fulfills its conditions. He (Ta’ala) says: ‘And 
indeed I am All-Forgiving to him who repents, be-
lieves (in My Oneness and associates none in wor-
ship with Me) and does righteous deeds and then 
remains constant in doing them.’” [Surat Ta-Ha 
20:82] [Tayseer al-Kareem]

The Impact of Belief in this 
Noble Name

1  Indeed, Allaah (Ta’ala) is Al-’Afuw, to Whom 
belongs the extensive (comprehensive) par-

don which encompasses all the sins that are com-
mitted by His servants, especially if they have taken 

the means by which they are deserving of His par-
don. Asking for forgiveness, Tawbah (returning in 
repentance), having faith, and performing righteous 
good deeds are all ways in which the slave can attain  
Allaah’s Pardon. Al-’Afuw is the One Who accepts 
repentance from His slaves and forgives their sins. 
He loves to pardon and loves His slaves who seek 
the means by which they attain His pardon, i.e by 
their kindness, being merciful and forgiving others 
for His Sake. Of His Perfect Pardon is that no mat-
ter how many times the slave transgresses against 
himself, then returns in repentance, He (Ta’ala) will 
forgive him all his sins, as He (Ta’ala) says in Surat az-
Zumar (39:53):

 ڻ  ۀ  ۀ  ہ  ہ  ہ  ہ  ھ  ھ  ھ    ھ  

ےے  ۓ  ۓ  ڭ     ڭ       ڭڭ  ۇ     ۇ   ۆ          ۆ          ۈ  

“Say: ‘O My slaves who have transgressed against 
themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)! 
Despair not of the Mercy of Allaah, verily Allaah 
forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful.’”

Had it not been for His Perfect Pardon and Vast For-
bearance, He would not leave on (the earth), a single 
moving (living) creature nor any soul. He (Ta’ala) says 
in Surat an-Nahl (16:61):

ڻ  ڻ  ڻ  ڻ  ۀ    ۀ  ہ  ہ  ہ  ہ  ھ   
ھ  ھ  ھ  ےے  ۓ  ۓ  ڭ  ڭ  ڭ   

ڭۇ  ۇ  ۆ  ۆ  

“And if Allaah were to seize mankind for their 
wrong-doing, He would not leave on it (the earth) 

a single moving (living) creature, but He post-
pones them for an appointed term and when their 

term comes they would neither be able to delay 
(the torment) for an hour (or a moment), nor they 

would be able to advance it.”

2  Allaah (Ta’ala) is ‘Afuw and Ghafoor (Oft-Par-
doning, Most Merciful) in spite of His Ability 

over His creation and His Dominance over them. He 
(Ta’ala) cautioned His creation about this by His fol-
lowing statement in Surat an-Nisaa’ (4:149):  

ٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٹ  ٹ    ٹ  ٹ   ڤ  ڤ  ڤ  ڤ            ڦ  
ڦ  ڦ  

“Whether you (mankind) disclose (by good words 
of thanks) a good deed (done to you in the form 
of a favor by someone), or conceal it, or pardon 
an evil verily! Allaah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, All-

Powerful.”



This means: Whether you speak good to the people, 
or conceal and/ or pardon an evil done to you, verily,  
Allaah is ever Oft-Pardoning, All-Powerful, Who par-
dons you much despite His Ability to punish you and 
take revenge. I.e. you too should forgive the people and 
pardon them as Allaah forgives you and pardons you.

Allaah (Ta’ala) exhorts (encourages) His slaves to forgive, 
pardon and accept the apologies of their friends and 
relatives and those who are under their ward, again and 
again.

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat an-Noor (24:22): 

 ڃ  ڃ  چ  چ  چ   چ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڍ  
ڍ  ڌ     ڌ  ڎڎ  ڈ  ڈژ  ژ  ڑ  ڑ  ک  

ک  کک   گ  گ  گ  گ  
“And let not those among you who are blessed with 

graces and wealth swear not to give (any sort of help) 
to their kinsmen, the poor who beg, and those who 

left their homes for Allaah’s Cause. Let them pardon 
and forgive. Do you not love that Allaah should for-
give you? And Allaah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merci-

ful.”

This Verse was revealed concerning Abu Bakr as-Siddiq 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) when he swore not to spend on Mistah, 
who was one of his kinsmen, after he (Mistah) had in-
dulged in the event of slandering against ‘Aishah (Radia-
Allaahu ‘anha).  

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Baqarah (2:237):

ۈئ  ېئ  ېئ  ېئىئ   يئ   

“And to forgive is nearer to at-Taqwa.”

He (Ta’ala) also says in Surat ash-Shura (42:40):

 ھ  ھ  ے  ےۓ  ۓ  ڭ   ڭ  ڭ  ڭ  ۇۇ  ۆ   ۆ    
ۈ  ۈ  ٴۇ

“The recompense for an evil is an evil like thereof, 
but whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his 
reward is due from Allaah. Verily! He likes not the 

Dhalimun (the wrong doers).”

And He (Ta’ala) says, addressing His Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) in Surat Aal-‘Imran (3:159):

ٹ  ڤ  ڤ  ڤ  ڤ  ڦ  ڦڦ  چ 

“So pass over (their faults), and ask (Allaah’s) For-
giveness for them, and consult them in the affair.”

And He (Ta’ala) encourages him to accept the pardon, say-
ing:

 ڄ  ڃ    ڃ   ڃ  ڃ  چ  چ  چ  

“Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn 
away from the foolish (i.e. do not punish him).” 

[Al-‘Araaf 7:199]
 
And Allaah (Ta’ala) praised His believing slaves in Surat 
Aal-‘Imran (3:134):

  ٿ  ٿ  ٿ   ٹ  ٹٹ  ٹ  ڤ  
ڤ  ڤ  

“Who suppress anger, and who pardon men, verily 
Allaah loves the good-doers.”

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Charity does 
not diminish wealth. And, Allaah enhances the honor of 
one who forgives, and one who humbles himself (i.e. shows 
humbleness towards another) for the Sake of Allaah. Allaah 
exalts him in ranks.” [Reported by Ahmad and Muslim]

Imaam an-Nawawi (Rahimahullaah) said: “Allaah enhances 
the honor of one who forgives,” has two aspects: one is 
that this enhancement is apparent, i.e. whoever pardons 
and forgives becomes great in the hearts of people and 
his dignity and honor are increased.

The second aspect is that the enhancement implies his 
reward and his honor in the Hereafter.” [Explanation of 
Saheeh Muslim]

3  The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) frequently 
asked Allaah for well-being and pardon as is nar-

rated in many Ahadeeth, such as:

‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrated that 
he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) commanded that a man go-
ing to bed should say:

“O Allaah, You created my being and it is for You to take 
it to its ultimate goal. And its death and life is due to You, 
and if You give it life then safeguard it; and if You bring 
death then grant it pardon. O Allaah, I beg of You, well-
being.” 
A man said to him: “Did you hear it from ‘Umar?” He 



said: “(I have heard it) from the one who is better than 
‘Umar, from the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam).” [Muslim]

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) never left the fol-
lowing supplication in the morning and evening:

“Allaahumma Inni As-Alukal-‘Afwa Wal-‘Aafiyata 
Fid-Dunia Wal-Aakhirah, Allaahumma Inni As-Alukal-

‘Afwa Wal-‘Afiyata Fee Deeni, Wa Dunia-ya, Wa Ahli 
Wa Maali. Allaahummas-tur ‘Aowraati, Wa-Aamin 

Row-‘Aati, Allaahummah-Fadhni Min Bayni Yadayya 
Wa Min Khalfi, Wa-‘An Yameeni Wa ‘An Shimaali, Wa 
Min Fawqi, Wa A’outhu Bi-‘Aathamatika An Oghtaala 

Min Tahtee,”

“O Allaah! I beg of Your pardon and safety in this world 
and in the Hereafter. O Allaah! I beg of Your pardon and 
safety in this world and in the worldly affairs, in my fam-
ily, and in my wealth. O Allah! Guard me from my front 
and from my rear, from my right and from my left, also 
from above me and I seek refuge in Your Greatness lest I 

am mortally attacked from beneath me.”
[Abu Dawoud and Ibn Maajah and authenticated by 

al-Albaani in Saheeh at-Targheeb no. 659]

Wakee’ said: “’attacked from beneath’, means to be swal-
lowed by the earth.”
He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to seek refuge in  
Allaah’s Pardon from His punishment and torment, as 
it is mentioned in his (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) supplica-
tion in the night prayer:

“O Allaah! Indeed I seek refuge in Your pleasure from 
Your anger; I seek refuge in Your pardon from Your 

punishment; I seek refuge in You from You. I cannot count 
all exaltations upon You; You are as You have extolled 

Yourself.” [Muslim]

A man asked the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam): “O 
Messenger of Allaah! What should I say when I ask my 
Lord?” He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Say,

”O Allaah! Forgive me, have mercy on me, grant me well-
being and provide me.’”

And he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) joined his fingers 
together except the thumb, saying: “These (words) 
gather your (affairs for you, in this) worldly life and 
Hereafter.”[Muslim]

4  The difference between Al-‘Afwa (pardon) and 
Maghfirah (forgiveness).

The author of the book ‘Al-Maqsad al-Asna’ said: 
“Al-’Afuw is the One Who wipes (removes) the evil 
deeds and pardons the sins, and it is close to Al-Ghafoor 
(the Oft-Forgiving), but it entails more. Forgiveness in-
dicates concealment, while pardon indicates wiping (re-
moving) and wiping is more perfect than concealment.”

Al-Qurtubi (Rahimahullaah) also said: “Some scholars said 
that the difference between pardon and forgiveness is 
concealment without punishment, while pardon occurs 
after the existence of torment and rebuke.”[Al-Kitab al-
Asna]

Shaikh an-Najdi (Hafidhahullaah) said: commenting on the 
statement of al-Qurtubi, that, considering the statement 
of al-Qurtubi, one finds that pardon means leaving the 
punishment and it implies passing over one’s mistake 
as is previously mentioned. And ar-Raghib said in “al-
Mufradat”: ‘One’s statement “I ask you pardon and 
well-being,” means abandon the punishment and give 
security.”’
[Al-Mufradat]

Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad said: “Anyone who deserves the 
punishment and you did not punish him, then you have 
pardoned him.”

Az-Zajjaj said: “Pardoning the sin means removing and 
cancelling it as the wind removes the house, i.e. wipes 
away its traces and marks.

Accordingly, the one who pardons a sin is like the one 
who annuls it and removes it. If one pardons a sin then 
he has cancelled (annulled) it.” [Ish tiqaq al-Asma]     
                         
 



Introduction

One of the greatest merits of Islaam is to have an act of 
worship which is the comfort of the heart.
This act of worship, which Allaah (Ta’ala) advised ‘Iesa 
(Jesus) (‘Alayhis-salaam) with when he was in the cradle is 
mentioned in Surat Maryam (19:31):

ڳ  ڳ    ڱ
“.... and has enjoined upon me prayer ....”

This act of worship made Prophet Shu’aib (Jethro) (‘Alay-
his-salaam) distinct from his people, when he (‘Alayhis-salaam) 
forbade them from Shirk and mischief in the land. Some 
people had been depriving others of their due and de-
creasing from the measure and scale. They (his people) 
said:

ہ  ہ  ہ   ہ  ھ  ھ  ھ  ھ  ے  ے  ۓ  
ۓ  ڭ  ڭڭ   ۆ  

They said: “O Shu’aib, does your prayer command 
that we should leave what our fathers worship, or that 

we should leave off doing with our wealth what we 
please?” [Surat Hud 11:87]

Salaat is the sign of the righteous people and their de-
scription, which distinguishes them from others.

Ibraaheem (Abraham) (‘Alayhis-salaam) also mentioned this 
act of worship when he left his family [Haajar (Hagar) 
and her son Isma’eel (Ishmael) (‘Alayhis-salaam)] in a valley 
when there was no one to establish the prayer, saying, 
while invoking Allaah:

ڍ  ڌ   ڌ  ڎ  ڎ  ڈ  ڈ  ژ  ژ  ڑ  ڑ   ک  
ک  ک  ک  ڱ

“Our Lord, I have settled some of my descendants in 
an uncultivated valley near Your Sacred House, in 

order, O our Lord, that they may establish prayer ....” 
[Surat Ibraaheem 14:37] 

This great act of worship is also mentioned in Surat Ta-
Ha (20:14), when Allaah (Ta’ala) talked to Musa (‘Alayhis-
salaam) without a mediator, introducing His Noble Self to 
Musa (‘Alayhis-salaam) saying:

پ  پ  پ  ڀ  ڀ   ڀ      ڀ   ٺ  ٺ  ٺ  ٺ  ٿ 

“Indeed, I am Allaah. There is no deity except Me, 
so worship Me and establish prayer for My remem-

brance.” 

Allaah also commanded Musa (‘Alayhis-salaam) with this 
great act of worship saying:

ۋ  ۅ  ۅ     ۉ  ۉې  ې 
“And make your house [facing the] Qiblah [i.e. pray 

therein unseen by their enemy] and establish the 
prayer ....” [Surat Yunus 10:87]

This act of worship has a great status in all the religions 
and all the Divine Messages.

Allaah (Ta’ala) mentions that Isma’eel (‘Alayhis-salaam) used 
to command his family with the Salaat (in Surat Maryam 
19:55).

In Surat al-Anbiya, Allaah (Ta’ala) mentions Is-haq (Isaac) 
(‘Alayhis-salaam) and Yaqoub (Jacob) (‘Alayhis-salaam), and that 
He (Ta’ala) made them leaders, and inspired them to per-
form good deeds, establish the prayer, and give Zakaat.

Allaah (Ta’ala) also mentioned Dawoud (David) (‘Alayhis-
salaam) in Surat Saad (38:24):

ې  ې       ې   ى    ى   ائ  ائ
“And he fell down bowing (in prostration) and turned 

in repentance (to Allaah).”  
And Prophet Zakariyaa (Zachariah) (‘Alayhis-salaam) was 
standing in prayer in the Mihraab when the angels 
called unto him in Aal-‘Imran (3:39):

ٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٹ   ٹ  ٹ  ٹ  ڃ



“So the angels called him while he was standing in 
prayer in the Mihraab .....”

Allaah (Ta’ala) describes the Prophets and Messengers in 
Surat Maryam (19:58):

ڎ  ڎ   ڈ  ڈ  ژ  ژ  ڑ  ڑ  ک  ک  ک  ک  گ  
گ   ۀ

“Those were the ones upon whom Allaah bestowed 
favor from among the Prophets of the offspring of 

Adam, and those We carried [in the ship] with Nuh 
(Noah)....”

What about them?

ڱ  ڱ   ڱ      ں   ں  ڻ    ڻ     ڻ        ڻ  ۀ  ۀ 
“When the Verses of the Most Merciful were recited 

to them, they fell down in prostration and wept.”

Their resort and refuge was the Salaat [they ran to the 
Salaat].

While contemplating the state of those who came after 
them in Verse (59), Allaah (Ta’ala) says:

ہ  ہ  ہ  ہ     ھ  ھ  ھ  ھ  ےے  ۓ  
ۓ  ڭ   ڭ  

“But there came after them successors [i.e. later gen-
erations] who neglected prayer and pursued desires, 

so they are going to meet evil (a valley in Hell).”

Therefore, when the disbelievers preoccupied Prophet 
Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) from the Salaat, he 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) invoked against them saying: 
“May Allaah fill their houses and graves with fire because 
they occupied us from the middle Salaat (i.e. ‘Asr prayer) 
(on the day of the Battle of Ahzab) till the sun set.” [Ah-
mad, Al-Bukhaari and Muslim] 

And the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to give 
advice about the Salaat till the last moment of his life.

The Importance of the Salaat in the 
Life of a Muslim

As-Salaat is a virtuous act of worship which Allaah 
(Ta’ala) has enjoined upon His servants. The Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Islaam is based on (the follow-
ing) five (principles):

1. To testify that Laa ilaaha illa Allaah wa anna Muham-
mad Rasool Allaah [none has the right to be wor-
shiped but Allaah and Muhammad is the Messenger 
of Allaah]

2. Iqaamat-as-Salaat [to offer the compulsory Salaat 
dutifully and perfectly]

3. To pay Zakaat
4. To observe fast during the month of Ramadaan
5. To perform Hajj (i.e. pilgrimage to Makkah)” [Al-

Bukhaari]

As-Salaat is the second pillar of Islaam after the Testi-
mony and it is the pillar on which Islaam is established.

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said to Mu’adh 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu): “Shall I tell you of the root of the mat-
ter, its pillar and its highest point?” Mu’adh (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhu) replied: “Yes! Certainly, O Prophet of Allaah.” He 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The root of this matter 
(foundation) is Islaam, its pillar (mainstay) is as-Salaat 
(the prayer) and its highest point is Jihaad (fighting in 
the Cause of Allaah).” [At-Tirmidhi-Saheeh al-Jamie’ no. 
5136]

As-Salaat is the distinction between the Muslim and the 
Kaafir (the disbeliever). 

The Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“Between the slave and Kufr or Shirk is the abandonment 
of the Salaat; if one abandons the Salaat he becomes a dis-
believer (or he has disbelieved).” [Saheeh at-Targheeb no. 
568 and authenticated by al-Albaani]

Muslim also reported a Hadeeth on the authority of 
Jaabir (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) who narrated: “I heard the Mes-
senger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) saying: ‘The 
abandonment of the Salaat (the prayer) is (the difference) 
between a man and Shirk (polytheism) and Kufr (disbe-
lief).” [Muslim]

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “That which 
distinguishes us from them (i.e. the disbelievers and hypo-
crites) is our commitment to as-Salaat (the prayers). He 
who abandons it, becomes a disbeliever.” [Ahmad, at-Tir-
midhi, an-Nasaa’i and authenticated by al-Albaani in 
Saheeh al-Jamie’ no. 4143 ]

The Salaat is the first thing that a person will be asked 
about on the Day of Resurrection.

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The first 
deed which a man will be called to account for on the Day of 
Resurrection will be as-Salaat (the prayers). If it is found to 
be perfect, he will be safe and successful, but if it is defective 
(spoilt), he will be unfortunate and a loser.” [At-Tirmidhi- 
Saheeh al-Jamie’ no. 2020]

In another narration, “He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
‘As-Salaat is of three thirds; purification is one third, bow-
ing (Ruku’) is one third, and prostration (Sujood) is one 
third. Whoever has performed it dutifully, (i.e. fulfilled its 
due right) then it will be accepted from him and the rest of 
his deeds will be accepted from him, and whoever’s Salaat 
is rejected then the rest of his deeds will be rejected as 
well.’” [Saheeh at-Targheeb no. 539 and authenticat-
ed by al-Albaani]



If the Salaat is reformed then the rest of the person‘s 
deeds will be reformed and if the Salaat is spoilt (defec-
tive) then the rest of his deeds will be defective. [Saheeh 
al-Jamie’ no. 5573]

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Ankabut (29:45):

ۉ  ې  ې  ې  ې     ىى  ائ   ائ  
ەئەئ  وئ  وئ   ۇئ  ۇئ  ۆئ

“Verily As-Salaat (the prayer) prevents from Al-
Fahshaa’ (i.e. great sins of every kind, unlawful 

sexual intercourse) and Al-Munkar (i.e. disbelief, 
polytheism, and every kind of evil, wicked deed).”

In this verse, two great merits for the Salaat are men-
tioned:

1  It prevents one from every kind of evil deed or 
sin. This means that whoever maintains offering 

the Salaat will be maintaining his religion, and whoever 
wastes his Salaat has lost his religion. He will become a 
person for whom it is easy to commit sin and fall into 
prohibitions, and he will not enjoin the Ma’roof (the 
good) or forbid the Munkar (the evil).

2  There is Dhikr (remembrance) of Allaah in the Sa-
laat, which is the higher objective and more im-

portant than the former.

As-Salaat is sought to overcome difficulties and hard-
ships in this life.

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Baqarah (2:45):

ۓ  ۓ  ڭڭ  ڭ  ڭ  ۇ    ۇ     ۆ   ۆ  
“And seek help in patience and prayer and truly it is 
extremely heavy and hard except for the Khashi’oon 
(i.e. true believers in Allaah- those who obey Allaah 
with full submission, fear much from His Punish-

ment, and believe in His Promise (Paradise, etc.) and 
in His warnings (i.e. Hell, etc.).”

Again Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Baqarah (2:153):

 ۇئ  ۇئ   ۆئ  ۆئ  ۈئ   ۈئېئ  ېئ  ېئ  ىئ  ىئ  ىئ   

“O you who believe! Seek help in patience and 
prayer. Truly! Allaah is with the patient.”

As-Salaat is a great matter and it has a great status with 
Allaah (Ta’ala).

Whoever wants to know the value of Islaam in his self, 
let him look at the value of Salaat in himself.

Whoever knows the value of Salaat and takes care of 
it, then this indicates that he cares about it, magnify-

ing the religion of Islaam. And if the person is neglecting 
his Salaat, then he will be neglecting everything else.

Therefore, Allaah (Ta’ala) prescribed the Salaat to be of-
fered repeatedly (frequently) in the life of the Muslims 
in the day and night - five times.

The Salaat should be offered in its stated times in the day 
and night.

Abu Bakr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “Allaah (Ta’ala) has (en-
joined) deeds in the day which he will not accept in the 
evening and He has deeds (which he has enjoined) in the 
night which He will not accept in the day.”

It is not permissible for the Muslim to play with the tim-
ing of the Salaat such that he offers it according to his 
desires (whims) and according to his free time. Rather, 
he should offer it in its stated, prescribed times.

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Baqarah (2:238):

ٱ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  پ  پ   پ  پ  
“Guard strictly the (five obligatory) prayers, espe-

cially the middle (i.e. the best – ‘Asr) prayer and stand 
before Allaah with obedience (and do not speak to 

others during the prayers).”

Allaah (Ta’ala) also says in Surat al-Mu’minun (23:9-11):

ڌ  ڌ  ڎ  ڎ   ڈ  ڈ  ژ  ژ  ڑ  ڑ  
ک  ک     ک  ک  گ  گ  گ

“And those who strictly guard their (five obligatory) 
prayers (at their fixed stated hours). These are indeed 

the inheritors, who shall inherit the Firdaus (Para-
dise). They shall dwell therein forever.”

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Ma’arij (70:34-35)

ۆئ  ۆئ  ۈئ  ۈئ  ېئ   ېئ  ېئ  ىئ  ىئ  ىئ  ی
“And those who guard their prayers well, such shall 

dwell in the Gardens (i.e. Paradise) honored.”

Guarding the prayers means they establish it in its fixed 
stated times in the day and night and do not play with 
its timing.

A man came to the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and 
said: “O Messenger of Allaah! If I testify that Laa ilaaha 
illa Allaah and that you are the Messenger of Allaah, 
and I offer the five obligatory Salaat and pay the Zakaat 
and observe the fast in the month of Ramadaan and es-
tablish (its night with) voluntary prayer (Qiyam) then 
from whom will I be?” He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“From the Siddiqeen and Martyrs.” [Reported by Ahmad 



and authenticated by al-Albaani]

The categories of the people 
regarding their guarding the Salaat

1  There are some people who do not offer the Salaat 
(at all); they abandon the Salaat totally. 

Whoever abandons the Salaat purposely is considered 
Kaafir as many verses and Ahadeeth prove.

He is considered Kaafir even though he claims that he/
she is Muslim.

2  There are some people who offer the Salaat, but 
they do not offer it in its stated time, i.e. they have 

lost their Salaat (neglect their Salaat).

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Maryam (19:59):

ہ  ہ  ہ  ہ     ھ  ھ  ھ  ھ  ےے  ۓ  
ۓ  ڭ   ڭ

“Then there has succeeded them, a posterity who 
have neglected (given up) prayers (i.e. made their 

prayers to be lost, either by not offering them or by 
not offering them perfectly or by not offering them 
in their fixed times, etc.) and have followed desires 
(lusts). So they are going to meet Ghayyan (i.e. they 

will be thrown in Hell).”

  ڭ  ڭ  ۇ  ۇ  ۆ   ۆ  ۈ  ۈ  ٴۇ    ۋ    ۋ 
  ۅ  ۅ

“Except those who repent and believe (in the Oneness 
of Allaah and His Messenger Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), 
and work righteousness. Such will enter Paradise and 

they will not be wronged in aught.” [19:60]

Al-Ghayy is a valley in Hell-Fire which is very deep and 
its food is filthy, [as Ibn Mas’oud Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu said]. 
Others said: Ghayy is a valley in Hell made of pus and 
blood.

Also Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Maa’un (107:4-5):

ڃ  ڃ  ڃ  ڃ  چ  چ  چ  چ   ڇ
“So woe unto those performers of prayers, who are 

heedless of their prayers (i.e. hypocrites who pray in 
public and not pray in private and who delay their 

prayers from its stated fixed times).”

They do offer the Salaat because Allaah said: “Woe to 
those who offer the Salaat”, but they are not offering it 
in its fixed time. Either they are praying out of its time, 
or they always delay it until the end of its time, or they 

usually do so.
These people are threatened by this severe threat and 
punishment of Allaah (Ta’ala).

3  There are some men who offer the Salaat in its 
fixed time but do not offer it in congregation (in 

the Masjid).

Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Who-
ever hears the call for prayer and is not prevented from 
joining the congregation with a valid excuse, his prayers 
will not be accepted from him.” [Saheeh al-Jamie’ no. 3112 
and authenticated by al-Albaani]

Offering the Salaat in congregation in the Masjid is ob-
ligatory upon the (male) Muslim. Do not let the Shay-
taan play with you and make you neglect and lose your 
Salaat.

4  There are some people who answer the call for 
prayer, but they join the Salaat late such that they 

miss some Rak’aat or miss all the prayer and pray alone 
or with a group of people who are also like them who 
come late to the Masjid. This is a great negligence and 
may gradually lead the person to totally abandon the 
Salaat.
This is because whoever does not consider Salaat an im-
portant matter in his life might neglect it little by little; 
gradually he will abandon it because he will be follow-
ing the steps of the Shaytaan.

Deliberate delay in offering the Salaat is wrong. The ulti-
mate result of deliberate delay is that one becomes slug-
gish and begins to ignore and neglect it by force of habit, 
which is obviously very dangerous.

The Muslim should strictly guard the Salaat because it 
is his means of salvation, and because it is his religion, 
and it is the first thing that he will be asked about on the 
Day of Judgment.

If the Muslim takes care of his Salaat and maintains it, 
he will achieve great success in this life and the Hereaf-
ter, and all the rest of the acts of obedience will become 
easy for him and it will make evil/ wicked deeds and 
sins hated to him.

It is obligatory upon every Muslim (male and female) to 
strictly guard the Salaat, offering it in its time and with 
the Jama’ah (in congregation if he is male), and to always 
offer it, not just offer the Salaat sometimes and other 
times abandon it, otherwise this person’s Salaat will not 
be accepted because he did not maintain his Salaat.

Whoever leaves one Salaat is like the one who abandons 
all the prayers.

5  There are some people who do not offer the Sa-
laat except on Friday.



For this person who neglected all the prayers, his Friday 
prayer will not be accepted. He should offer them all in 
its time in order to maintain his religion and for the Sa-
laat to be a light for him and a plea for him with Allaah 
on the Day of Resurrection.

Who neglects the Salaat?

The one who obeys the Shaytaan obeys his self which 
persistently encourages him to do evil.
If one always offers the Salaat, then it becomes a habit 
for him and it becomes easy for him to keep it and to 
long for it.

Ibn Mas’oud (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “Whoever likes to 
meet Allaah tomorrow (i.e. on the Day of Judgment) 
as a Muslim, should take care and observe the Salaat 
(prayers) when the Adhaan is announced for them.  
Allaah has expounded (prescribed) the Sunan (the ways 
of right guidance) to your Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam), and these (the prayers) are part of the Sunan. If 
you have to offer the Salaat in your houses, like this man 
who stays away (from the Masjid) offers Salaat in his 
house, you will abandon the Sunnah  (practice) of your 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), and the abandonment 
of the Sunnah of your Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
will lead you astray. I have seen the time when no one 
stayed behind except a well-known, confirmed hypo-
crite. I also saw that a man was brought swaying (on 
account of weakness) between two men till he was set 
up in a row (in the Masjid).” [Muslim]

This Hadeeth emphasizes that the abandonment of the 
Salaat in congregation is a practice of the hypocrites and 
goes against the Sunnah of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam), because abandonment of it is bound to lead one 
astray.

Fear Allaah concerning your Salaat for whoever neglects 
his Salaat becomes like the one who has no religion.

The Salaat was the last advice of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) when he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was in 
his fatal sickness, suffering from the death agony; he 
used to say “As-Salaat, As-Salaat (Guard your prayers) 
and those whom your right hand possess.”                           

And he repeated this many times till his tongue became 
heavy from uttering it.” [Ahmad, Ibn Maajah, an-Nasaa’i 
and authenticated by al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Jamie’ no. 
3873].
He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) induced the Muslims to 
keep the rights of Salaat, establish it and observe it in 
the right times and in the way that is pleasing to Allaah.

Maintain your Salaat in order to be of those about whom 
Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Mu’minun (23:10-11):

ژ  ژ  ڑ  ڑ  ک  ک     ک  ک  گ  
گ  گ

“These are indeed the inheritors. Who shall inherit 
the Firdaus (Paradise). They shall dwell there in 

forever.”

O you who abandon the Salaat!
Don’t you love Allaah?

If the one who does not pray is asked: “Why don’t you 
pray?”
He may answer: “I am not free or I have no time.”
Bear in mind that whoever is occupied with the Dunya 
(this world) and his occupation makes him abandon the 
Salaat, he is like the one whom Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’ala) 
said in Surat Al-A’alaa (87:16, 17):

  ٱ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  پ  پ  پ  پ 
“Nay, you prefer the life of this world, although the 

Hereafter is better and more lasting.”

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Insaan (76:27):

پ   ڀ  ڀ  ڀ  ڀ  ٺ  ٺ  ٺ  ٺ

“Verily! These (disbelievers) love the present life of 
this world, and put behind them a heavy Day (that 

will be hard).”

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Your Lord, 
Blessed and Glorified be He, says: ‘O son of Adam, devote 
yourself to worshiping Me and I shall fill your heart with 
contentment (richness) and your hands with provision.  O 
Son of Adam, do not go away from Me, for (if you do), I 
shall fill your heart with poverty (and neediness) and your 
hands with occupation.” [Al-Haakim- Saheeh al-Jamie’ 
no. 1914]

Allaah is Ar-Razzaq (the Provider) Who brings you pro-
vision.

Allaah is warning us against being occupied with these 
worldly affairs and not devoting ourselves to Him.

Many claim that working (being busy with worldly jobs) 
is a kind of Ibaadah (worshipping Allaah).

However, bear in mind that any work or action which 
diverts you from worshipping Allaah is an act of wor-
ship to the Shaytaan.

The person who is afraid to lose one Dirham or Dinar 
if he leaves his work (just for few minutes) to offer the 
Salaat is a slave to the Dirham and Dinar, whom the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) invoked against, say-
ing: “Ruined (perished) be the slave of the Dinar, the slave 



of the Dirham, and the slave of the striped silk cloak. If he 
is given anything he is pleased, but if not, he is unhappy.” 
[Al-Bukhaari]

The slave of the Dirham and Dinar means a person who 
prefers these things to the Divine injunctions and com-
mandments, and strives day and night to amass worldly 
goods.

Instead of worshipping Allaah, he worships such things 
and is thus guilty of worship of others besides Allaah, a 
condition which causes his ruin.

If it is permissible for one to leave offering the Salaat for 
his occupation, then the Mujaahid would be more de-
serving of this permissibility than any other person. The 
Mujaahid who is fighting the enemy of Allaah in Allaah’s 
Cause, is commanded to offer the Salaat of Khauf (fear). 
Even the sick person is not allowed to leave the Salaat.

Only the women who are menstruating and in post-na-
tal bleeding are exempted from the Salaat.

Are you Muslim? Then why don’t 
you pray?

Once the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) finished 
the morning prayer, and he saw two men who had not 
prayed with him. He ordered them to be brought and 
they were trembling with fear. He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) asked them: “What prevented you from praying with 
us?” They said: “We had already prayed in our homes.” 
He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Do not do so, if you 
pray at your homes and then come while the Imaam has not 
yet performed the prayer, you must pray with him, and it 
will be a voluntary prayer for you.” [Reported by Ahmad 
and authenticated by al-Albaani]

The excuse of another person who does not pray could 
be that he finds it difficult to take off his shoes and per-
form Wudu’ during the day while at work.

Does not he know that the religion is easy? If one per-
forms Wudu’ in the morning before he goes out to work 
and puts his shoes on, he just needs to wipe over them.

Another person says that the Salaat is heavy upon him, 
and every time he gets up to offer the Salaat, he feels 
that there is something that comes between him and the 
offering of the Salaat.

What will make the Salaat easy and light upon you is to 
know that you are a slave to Allaah, and you will never 
be free unless and until you offer the Salaat.

Anything you are afraid of, then you are the slave of that 
thing. If you are afraid for your money, then you are the 
slave of money, etc.

When you pray and submit yourself, then you are the 
slave of Allaah and you will be free from everything else. 

Why is the Salaat heavy upon you? Because you served 
the Shaytaan [by obeying him and committing sin], and 
he adorned evil for you to commit evil/ wicked deeds. 
You are serving him.  When you leave him to worship 
Allaah, he will never leave you (until he returns you to 
the previous state). 

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Hashr (59:16):

  وئ  ۇئ  ۇئ  ۆئ  ۆئ  ۈئ    ۈئ  ېئ                  ېئ  ېئ  ىئ 
ىئ  ىئ  ی  ی  ی  ی  جئ

“(Their allies deceived them) like Satan, when he 
says to man: ‘Disbelieve in Allaah,’ But when (man) 
disbelieves in Allaah, Satan says: ‘I am free of you, I 
fear Allaah, the Lord of the Alameen (Mankind, Jinn, 

and all that exists)!’

When you see that the Salaat is heavy upon you, you 
should struggle and strive hard; why do you strive hard 
to sleep and you do not strive hard against yourself in 
the Cause of Allaah, i.e. to offer the Salaat?

Resort to Allaah and our Lord is Generous. He (Ta’ala) 
says in a Qudsi Hadeeth: “Whoever comes closer to Me 
a distance of one hand span I will come closer to him 
a distance of one arm, and whoever comes closer by a 
distance of one arm I will come closer to him a distance 
of two arms, whoever comes to Me walking I will come 
to him running.” [Al-Bukhaari]

You just take the first step towards the guidance and He 
(Ta’ala) will help you. The first time it may be heavy, then 
the second time it will become lighter and easier.

Another person will say: “All those who offer Salaat are 
bad and are thieves.”

How can you say this, and Allaah says that the Salaat 
prevents one from Al-Fahshaa’ and Munkar?

You be a good example for them; be good and noble. 

Another person says: “I don’t pray because my heart is 
clear, and I do not harm people and I love my Lord.”
We answer and say: “What proves that your heart is 
white, is to offer the Salaat, and the one who does not 
offer the Salaat, his heart is black.”

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Between the 
slave and Shirk and Kufr (disbelief) is the abandonment of 
Salaat.” It is impossible that the person is Kaafir and his 
heart is white.

Another person will say: “In shaa’ Allaah, I will pray 



when Ramadaan  starts or when I go for Hajj, etc.”
What about if one died before Ramadaan? He may say: 
“Then I will die with a good intention.”
Bear in mind that a good intention will not correct (rec-
tify) the invalid/ corrupt action.
The Angel of Death will not choose the old and leave 
the young.
In what state would you like to die, as a Muslim or as a 
Kaafir?

Another one says: “I have a lot of sins, grave sins; when 
I get rid of them then I will pray.”
If you offer the Salaat, Allaah will guide you to repent. 
No one is able to repent by his own self unless Allaah 
guides him to repent.

Another one says: “Allaah is Merciful and Forgiving, 
you just give us a respite and be patient with us.”
In fact we are afraid that you will die upon Kufr! It is 
foolishness to think that you can ask Him: “O Lord be 
Merciful to me,” and you do not listen to (or heed) the 
Command of your Lord and His statement. You need to 
listen to Him first, obey His Commands, adopt His Way 
and then say: “O Lord, send down Your Mercy upon us” 
or ”Allaah’s Mercy is vast.”

Another person may say: “I feel that my Lord would not 
accept my prayer.”
Allaah (Ta’ala) says in a Qudsi Hadeeth, “I am just as My 
slave thinks I am (i.e. I am Able to do for him what he 
thinks I can do for him).” [Agreed upon]

Think good about Allaah and expect good from Allaah. 
You just offer the Salaat and Allaah, Our Lord will guide 
you and help you against your (evil) self.

Why don’t you pray?

Every cell in your body is from Him, your heart is beat-
ing by His Will, you can see, hear, talk by His Will. Eve-
rything you own is from Him. Living continuously in 
this life is by His Will and Ability. Your whole life is in 
His Hands. Every day He calls you: “Hayya ‘alas-Salaah” 
(Come to the prayer!).

Why don’t you respond to Him and 
offer the Salaat?

What will you do on the Day of Resurrection when the 
sun comes close to the heads of all creation and you feel 
thirsty? You will see a big tank (Cistern of the Prophet 
Muhammad Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and you will run 
to this tank to drink and you will be driven away from 
it. He will say to you “Suhqan, Suhqan” “May you be 
deprived from mercy” [as reported in Muslim] and that 
is because you did not pray.

What will you do at that moment?
The records of deeds will be flying and distributed. 

How will you receive your record?
You will be taken to account and the first thing that you 
will be asked about is your Salaat; if it is reformed then 
the rest of your deeds will be reformed, and if it is defec-
tive then the rest of your deeds will be defective.
One person says: “I pray according to my mood.”
Then bear in mind that your Salaat is not accepted, be-
cause you are praying for your mood and not for Allaah.

 ۞ Salaat is a moral school that teaches one discipline. 
 ۞ Salaat teaches one deliberation (forbearance), toler-

ance, tranquility.
 ۞ Salaat causes the intellect to grow.
 ۞ Salaat trains you to be alert for the timing of the Salaat.
 ۞ Salaat teaches you to concentrate on the meaning of the 

Qur’an and Khushu.
 ۞ Salaat gives you rest in yourself and protection from 

heedlessness.
 ۞ Salaat is for need; if you invoke Allaah for any need 

you have, Allaah will grant it.
 ۞ Salaat is for consultation; Allaah will show you the 

good in it and guide you to the right decision.
 ۞ Salaat is a remedy and healing from worry.
 ۞ Salaat is a remedy for discontentment.
 ۞ Salaat is an Expiation for Sins

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that he heard 
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) saying: 
“Tell me, if there were a stream at the door of one of you 
in which he takes a bath five times a day, would any filth 
remain upon his body?” They replied: “No dirt would 
remain.” He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Similar 
is the case of the five (obligatory) Salaat (the prayers.)  
Allaah obliterates all sins as a result of offering them.” [Al-
Bukhaari and Muslim]

‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that 
he heard the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) saying: 
“When the believing slave rises to offer the Salaat, his sins 
will be brought and put on his head and shoulders; whenev-
er he bows or prostates his sins are dropped (i.e. expiated).” 
[At-Tabaraani in al Kabeer, Abu Na’iem and al-Baihaqi- 
Saheeh al-Jamie’ no. 1671]

As-Salaat is a protection and preservation. It protects 
one from committing sins, protects one from calamities 
and afflictions, it protects from the punishments of the 
grave. A person will be in Allaah’s guardianship as long 
as he prays.   The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
”Whoever offers dawn (Fajr) prayers will come under the 
protection of Allaah. O Son of Adam! Beware, lest Allaah 
should call you to account in any aspect from (for with-
drawing) His protection.” [Muslim]

Ibn al-Qayyim (Rahimahullaah) said: “As-Salaat brings the 
provision, preserves the health, repels the harm, gets 
rid of diseases, strengthens the heart, brings light and 
beauty on the face, pleases the soul, refreshes the body 



(removes the laziness), energizes the limbs, supplies 
with strength, opens up the breast, nourishes the soul, 
enlightens the heart, maintains the blessings, repels the 
plight, brings the Barakah, keeps the Shaytaan away and 
brings one close to the most Beneficent (Ar-Rahman).

The Salaat has a great impact in keeping the heart and 
body healthy and driving away the harmful things from 
them, especially if it is performed perfectly. If a man is af-
flicted with sickness or a calamity, his share of these dis-
tresses will be less if he is offering the Salaat. The Salaat 
has a great effect on repelling the evils of this life. There 
is nothing like the Salaat to attain all the good in this life 
and the Hereafter, or in repelling all the evil in this life 
and the Hereafter.” [Prophetic Medicine]

The Statements of the Salaf 
Concerning the Salaat

 ۞ ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “There is no share in 
Islaam for whoever abandons the Salaat.” He (Ra-
dia-Allaahu ‘anhu) offered the prayer while his wound 
was bleeding (from being stabbed). [Sifat as-Safwah 
2/131]

 ۞ ‘Abdullaah ibn Mas’oud (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: 
“Whoever abandons his prayer, he has no religion.”

 ۞ ‘Abdullaah ibn Shaqeeq (Rahimahullaah) reported: “The 
Companions of Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) did not consider the abandonment of any 
action as disbelief (Kufr) except neglecting the Salaat 
(the prayers).” [At-Tirmidhi]

 ۞ Imaam Ahmad (Rahimahullaah) said: “Whoever main-
tains his prayer (does it on a regular basis), then it 
will be a light, a proof and a safety for him on the 
Day of Judgment; and whoever does not maintain 
it, then it will not be a light, a proof nor a safety for 
him, and on the Day of Judgment he will be with 
Qaroon (Korah), Fir’awn (Pharaoh), Haamaan and 
Ubay ibn Khalaf.” [Bin Baaz in his Fatawa and al-
Albaani graded it Saheeh in Mishkaat al-Masaabih 
no. 550 and Ahmad Shakir also graded it Saheeh]

 ۞ Imaam Ahmad (Rahimahullaah) also said: “I am afraid 
that it is not lawful for a man to stay with a woman 
who does not pray, or take the ritual purity bath or 
learn the Qur’an.” [Al-Mughni] The opposite case is 
also applicable [A woman is not…]

 ۞ Ibraaheem an-Nakh’ee said: “Whoever abandons 
the Salaat becomes a disbeliever.”

 ۞ Ibn al-Jawzi (Rahimahullaah) said: “Whoever abandons 
the Salaat while he is enjoying good health, his tes-
timony will not be correct (acceptable). It is not per-
missible for any Muslim to eat with such a person or 
give his daughter in wedlock to this man or to stay 
with him under one roof.”

 ۞ Abu Ad-Dardaa’ (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “There is no 
faith for a man who does not pray and Salaat will 
not be accepted without Wudu’.”

O you who abandon the Salaat! Do you like (be pleased) 

that your affiliation to Islaam is a matter of dispute 
among the scholars? A group of them said: “Kaafir and 
Mushrik, it is not permissible for you to marry a Muslim 
woman, and you cannot inherit a Muslim and if you die, 
you will not be washed, or shrouded, and you will be 
in Hell eternally with Qaroon, Pharaoh and Haamaan.” 
The other group of scholars said: “Faasiq (disobedient), 
you should be killed if you insist on abandoning the Sa-
laat.”
Do you like this for yourself?

Ibn Al-Qayyim (Rahimahullaah) said: “The Muslims are in 
consensus (agree) that abandonment of the obligatory 
prayer is one of the great sins and its gravity is more 
than killing a soul and drinking alcohol and devour-
ing money (unlawfully). He is exposed to the wrath of  
Allaah and His punishment, in addition to being dis-
graced in this life and the Hereafter.” 

Imaam Adh-Dhabi (Rahimahullaah) said: “Whoever delays 
the Salaat from its stated time commits one of the major 
sins and whoever totally abandons it is like who com-
mits adultery or theft.  

Missing only one Salaat is one major sin and if one fre-
quently does that then he is of the people of major sins, 
unless he repents. If he totally abandons the Salaat then 
he is one of the losers and wretched criminals.”

Abandonment of the Salaat is a cause of indulging and 
drowning in lusts, and drowning in lusts is a means to 
be drowned in Jahannam (Hell-Fire), in the valley of 
Wayl (woe) and in Saqar (Hell-Fire).

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Muddaththir (74:42-43):

مج  جح    مح  جخ       حخ  مخ  جس     حس    خس   مس    حص  
“What has caused you to enter Hell? They will say: 

‘We were not of those who used to offer the Prayers.’”

There is a connection between abandoning the Salaat 
and being drowned in lusts:
Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Maryam (19:59): 

ہ  ہ  ہ     ھ  ھ  ھ  ھ  ےے  ۓ  ۓ  
ڭ   ڭ  

“Then, there has succeeded them, a posterity who 
have given up prayers (i.e. made their prayers to be 
lost, either by not offering them or by not offering 

them perfectly or by not offering them in their proper 
fixed time, etc.) and have followed lusts. So they will 

be thrown in Hell.”

Bear in mind that the punishment for a sin is to commit 
another sin after it and whoever made his Salaat to be 
lost then he will make everything to be lost.



1  Du’aa
The Du’aa of a Muslim can benefit the deceased 

if it (the Du’aa) fulfills the conditions of acceptance.
The evidence is Allaah’s statement (which translated 
means): “And those who came after them say: “Our 
Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have preceded 
us in Faith, and put not in our hearts any hatred against 
those who have believed. Our Lord! You are indeed 
full of kindness, Most Merciful.” [Surat al-Hashr 59:10]
There are many Ahaadeeth which also indicate its legal-
ity.
For example: It was reported that ‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anha) said that when it was her night for the Messen-
ger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) to stay with her, 
he would go out during the latter part of the night to 
(the cemetery of) al-Baqee’ and say: “Peace be upon you, 
dwellings of the believing people. There has come to you 
that which you were promised, and if Allaah wills we will 
follow you soon. O Allaah, forgive the people of Baqee’ al-
Gharqad.” [Muslim]

“The supplication of a Muslim for his (Muslim) brother 
in his absence will certainly be answered. Every time he 
makes a supplication for good for his brother, the angel 

appointed for this particular task says: ‘Ameen! May it be 
for you too.’” [Muslim]

Moreover, the funeral prayer is also a clear testament 
and a proof for it because the greater portion of it is sup-
plication for the deceased and seeking forgiveness for 
him.

2  The heirs fulfilling the fasts which the 
deceased had vowed to do, or he had 

missed in his life
‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) narrated that the Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Whoever died and he ought 
to have observed fast (the missed days of Ramadaan) 
then his guardians must observe fast on his behalf.” [Al-
Bukhaari and Muslim]

Ibn ‘Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) said: “A man came to the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and said: ‘O Messen-
ger of Allaah! My mother passed away and she has a 
month of unfulfilled fast days (that she vowed). Should 
I fast this month on her behalf?’ 
The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) replied: ‘If your 

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Whoever 
missed one Salaat it is as if he has lost his family and prop-
erty (wealth).” [Saheeh and authenticated by al-Albaani]

The one who abandons the Salaat laughs and does not 
feel the greatness of his sin, nor does he feel Allaah’s 
punishment because of the death of his heart, and the 
seal on his heart.

O you who abandon the Salaat!

Do you know that all the good that you are enjoying is 
from your Lord?

Does not He deserve that you honor Him, venerate 
Him? Is there any bestower of favors other than Allaah?
Beware of being of the negligent Muslims who abandon 
the Salaat deliberately, nor be like a Faasiq Muslim who 
prays sometimes and abandons the Salaat another time. 
And beware of being like hypocrites who get up lazily 
for the Salaat.

Offer the Salaat and Our Lord will open up your breast 
for you, elevate your rank, enrich you with lawful earn-
ing, guide your spouse, guide your children and bless 
them, bless your provision and protect you from your 
enemy.

The living can benefit the deceased by performing different kinds of deeds:

Benefitting 
the Dead



mother were indebted, would you settle the debt on her be-
half?’
The man replied in the affirmative, whereupon the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘A debt owed to 
Allaah has more right to be fulfilled.’” [Al-Bukhaari and 
Muslim]

Shaikh Bin ‘Uthaymeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “It is Musta-
habb (a liked act) for his next-of-kin to make it up if he 
did not do it. We say: for each day, feed one poor per-
son.”
And he said: “If we assume that a man has fifteen sons, 
and each of them wants to fast two days to make up for 
thirty days, that is acceptable. If there were thirty heirs 
and they all fasted one day each, that would be accept-
able, because they fasted thirty days between them. It 
makes no difference whether they all fast on the same 
day or one of them fasts one day, then the next fasts the 
next day, and so on until they complete thirty days.” 
[Ash-Sharh al-Mumti‘]

3  Paying the debts which the deceased 
owed to someone

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) refrained from 
offering the funeral prayer for someone who had died 
owing two dinars, until Abu Qataadah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
promised to pay it off for him. When he saw him the 
following day and said: “I have paid it off,” the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Now his skin has become 
cool for him.” [Ahmad]  

This payment would be acceptable from anyone, wheth-
er he is a Waliy (the guardian or sponsor) or anyone else.

4  The good deeds of the righteous off-
spring

Whatever righteous deeds the righteous son (or daugh-
ter) does, his parents will have a reward like his, without 
it detracting from his reward in the slightest, because 
their child is part of their striving and earning.

Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): “And that 
man can have nothing but what he Sa’aa (does and 
earns).” [Surat an-Najm 53:39]

And the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “The best that a man can benefit from is that which 
he earns, and his son is also part of his earnings.”  [Abu 
Dawoud, an-Nasaa’ee, Tirmidhee, Ibn Maajah, and al-
Haakim who said, “It is Saheeh according to the criteria 
of Al-Bukhaari and Muslim.”]

‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) narrated: A man said to the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam): “My mother died sud-
denly and I thought that if she had lived she would have 
given alms. So, if I give alms on her behalf now, will she 
get the reward?” The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
replied in the affirmative. [Al-Bukhaari]

‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Amr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated: Al-‘Aas 
ibn Waa’il as-Sahmiy bequeathed to manumit (free) one 
hundred slaves. His son Hisham manumitted fifty and 
his son ‘Amr intended to manumit the remaining fifty, 
he came and asked the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam): “Shall I manumit the remaining fifty 
slaves?” The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “If 
he (your father) was Muslim and you free slaves on his 
behalf or pay charity or perform Hajj on his behalf, the re-
ward will reach him. [In another narration, he (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “If he bore witness to Tawheed and you 
observe fast and pay charity on his behalf, this will benefit 
him.”] [Reported by Abu Dawoud and authenticated by 
al-Albaani]

Prayers for forgiveness offered by both sons and daugh-
ters of the deceased bring great benefits, as the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “A man’s status will be 
raised in Paradise and he will ask: ‘How did I get here?’ He 
will be told: ‘By your son’s Du’aa (prayer) for forgiveness 
for you.’” [Reported by Ibn Maajah, no. 3660 and Saheeh 
al-Jamie’ no. 1617]

The reward of the good deeds of the offspring of the de-
ceased reaching the deceased happens without the son 
or daughter intending the deed to be on their behalf, but 
rather due to the role of the mother or father in bringing 
up the child.

As for the deeds that can be done on behalf of the de-
ceased, they are limited to those for which there is evi-
dence in the Sharee’ah, and those are the deeds which 
are mentioned in this section.

5  Charity paid on behalf of the deceased
Ibn ‘Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) reported that 

the mother of Sa’d ibn ‘Ubaadah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) died 
when he was away from her. He said: “O Messenger of 
Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), my mother has died 
and I am away from her. Will it benefit her anything if I 
give charity on her behalf?” He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “Yes.” He said: “Then I ask you to be my witness 
that I am giving my garden al-Mikhraaf (fruitful garden; 
it is so called because it bore so many dates) in charity on 
her behalf.” [Al-Bukhaari]

Imaam Tahawi (Rahimahullaah) said in his book “Aqeedah 
at-Tahawiyah”: “The deceased will benefit from the 
Du’aa of the living and from their Sadaqah.”

Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah did not disagree with one 
another in this issue; rather those who disagree with this 
are the people of Bid’ah (innovation).
Shaikh ul-Islaam (Rahimahullaah) clarified this saying: “The 
Scholars of Islaam are in agreement that the deceased 
will benefit from the Du’aa which is made for him, and 
from the deeds which are done on his behalf. This is 
known from the Deen (Religion) by necessity… and 
the proof of this is in the Qur’an, Sunnah and Ijmaa’ 



(consensus of the scholars)… Whoever differs regarding 
this is from the people of Bid’ah.
However, Ahlus-Sunnah differed amongst themselves 
in regards to the types of deeds the living may perform 
which will benefit the deceased.
The most correct opinion is what Shaikhul-Islaam Ibn 
Taymiyyah (Rahimahullaah) said: “The authentic proofs 
point out that one should fast on behalf of the deceased 
if he vowed to fast, and the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) mentioned paying off the debt. As for the Hajj, it is 
lawful to give its reward to the deceased.” 

Imaam Shafie’ (Rahumahullaah) said in “Al-Umm”: “The 
good deeds that will reach the deceased after his death 
from his deeds and the deeds of others are three: Per-
forming Hajj on his behalf, paying Sadaqah on his behalf 
or paying off his debt and Du’aa. And Allaah is Vast to 
compensate the living his reward and benefit the de-
ceased.” [End Quote] 

An-Nawawi (Rahimahullaah) said in al-Majmoo’ [5/293]: 
“The Muslims are in consensus that giving Sadaqah on 
behalf of the deceased will reach him and benefit him.”

Ibn Taymiyyah (Rahimahullaah) said in “Al-Fatawa Al-Ku-
bra (3:29)”: “The Imaams are in agreement that the Sad-
aqah reaches the deceased, as well as the financial acts of 
worship such as manumitting the slaves.” [End Quote]

Ibn Hajar (Rahimahullaah) said in “Tuhfat Al-Muhtaj (73-
7/72)”: “Giving Sadaqah on behalf of the deceased will 
benefit him, and of it is the endowment of the Mus-haf 
for him and others.”

6  Making Hajj, or ‘Umrah on behalf of the 
deceased

A man said to the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam): 
“There is an obligation from Allaah upon His bondsman 
in regards to Hajj. (But) my father is an old man and 
is incapable of performing Hajj. May I perform Hajj on 
his behalf?” The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“Perform Hajj and Ùmrah on behalf of your father.” [Ah-
mad]

A woman came to the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
and said: “My mother vowed to perform Hajj but died 
before performing it. May I perform Hajj on my mother’s 
behalf?” The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) replied: 
“Perform Hajj on her behalf.” [Al-Bukhaari]

7  Offering sacrifice on behalf of the de-
ceased

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) sacrificed two 
white rams with big horns, which he slaughtered 
himself; he mentioned the Name of Allaah and said  
“Allaahu Akbar.” [Agreed upon] In another narration, it 
is stated that he sacrificed one on behalf of himself and 

his family, and the other on behalf of all those who 
believe in the Oneness of Allaah among his Ummah 

(Muslim Nation), knowing that this includes the living 
and the dead.

8  What is left behind from a person’s good 
deeds, and ongoing charity (Sadaqah 

Jaariyah)
Allaah says in the Qur’an (which translated means): 
“We record that which they send before (them), and 
their traces.” [Surat Yaa-Seen 36:12]

The Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“When a man dies, his deeds come to an end except for 
three things: Sadaqah Jaariyah (ongoing charity), knowl-
edge which is beneficial, or a virtuous descendant who 
prays for him (the deceased).” [Saheeh Muslim]

Ibn Maajah (224) also reported that Abu Hurairah (Radia-
Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The good deeds that will reach 
a believer after his death are: knowledge which he learned 
and then spread, a righteous son whom he leaves behind, a 
copy of the Qur’an that he leaves as a legacy, a mosque that 
he built, a house that he built for wayfarers, a canal that 
he dug, or charity that he gave during his lifetime when 
he was in good health. These deeds will reach him after his 
death.” [Ibn Maajah, and authenticated by Al-Albaani]

Conclusion
These are the actions with which the dead can be ben-
efitted. Apart from these, actions like reciting Qur’an, 
or praying, or making Tawaaf, or Dhikr on behalf of the 
deceased have no evidence in the Sharee’ah. Doing so is 
considered Bid’ah.

Imaam Shafie’ (Rahimahullaah) said regarding the verse in 
(Surat an-Najm 53:39): “̀Reciting the Qur’an and giving 
its reward to the dead is not from their earnings or ef-
forts. Therefore, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
did not incite his Ummah to it or encourage them to do it 
or guide them to it with any text or gesture. It is not even 
transmitted to us from any of the Sahaabah (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhum) that they were doing this. And if there were any 
good in doing such action they would have preceded us 
in it. Bear in mind that the gate of acts of nearness (to 
Allaah) are restricted to the evidences (from Qur’an and 
Sunnah) and one should not use analogy or opinions re-
garding them.” [Tafseer Ibn Katheer] 

[Shaikh al-Albaani (Rahimahullaah) said that the statement 
of Imaam Shafie’ is the opinion of most of the scholars 
and a group of Hanafee people as az-Zabidi said in 
“Sharh al-Ahyaa’” 10/369]

Al-‘Izz ibn Abdus-Salaam said in al-Fataawa (2/24):
“Whoever does an act of obedience to Allaah and then he 
gave its reward to a living or a dead person, the reward 
will not be transmitted to him because Allaah (Ta’ala) says 
in Surat an-Najm (53:39): ‘And that man can have noth-
ing but what he Sa’aa (does and earns).” 



If one intends to do an act of worship on behalf of a de-
ceased, then this will not happen except with what the 
Shar’ (Law, the Qur’an and Sunnah) had made an excep-
tion for, such as Sadaqah (giving charity), observing fast 
and Hajj.”

Ibn Taymiyyah (Rahimahullaah) said: “It was not the habit 
of the Salaf that if they offered voluntary prayer or ob-
served fast voluntarily or performed voluntary Hajj or 
recited the Qur’an to grant its reward to the dead Mus-
lims. It is incumbent upon us not to abandon the way of 
the pious predecessors because it is the best and most 
perfect.” [Al-Ikhtiyarat al-Ilmiyyah]

The paternal uncle of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) – Hamzah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) – died, as did the 
Prophet’s wife Khadeejah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) and three of 
his daughters, but it is not narrated that he read Qur’an 
for any of them, or offered a sacrifice or prayed on their 
behalf. No such thing has been narrated from any of the 
Sahaabah either. If it were prescribed, then they would 
have done it before us. 

The best way in which a person can honor his parents 
is the way taught by the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam): Abu Usayd Maalik ibn Rabi’ah as-Sa’idi (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhu) narrated: “While we were with the Messenger of 
Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), a man from the Banu 

Salamah came to him and said: ‘O Messenger of Allaah, 
is there any kindness (obedience) left that I can do for 
my parents after their death?’ He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) replied: ‘Yes, to pray (to Allaah to grant them mercy) 
and invoke (Him) for forgiveness for them, fulfill their 
promises (or will), be generous to their friends, and keep 
relations with their kindred, which you are kindred through 
your parents. This is what remains of the kindness that you 
could perform towards them after they die.’” [Sunan Abu-
Dawoud (5123)]

In conclusion, the best thing that one can do for his par-
ents is to make Du’aa. While all of the other righteous 
deeds (mentioned in the above sections) are permissible, 
we should strive to do what the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) encouraged us to do.

Shaikh Bin ‘Uthaymeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “The Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) did not suggest doing good 
deeds on behalf of the deceased and suggested making 
Du’aa instead.” [Fataawa Ibn ‘Uthaymeen, 21/267]

Sources:
1. The Book of Funeral by Shaikh al-Albaani 
2. Fatawa of Shaikh Bin Baaz, Volume 18 (Chapter on 

Hady)
3. Fatwa Shaikh Bin ‘Uthaymeen
4.	 alifta.com	



Commentary:

1  The Islaam of a person means 
his submission to Allaah 

(Ta’ala) inwardly and outwardly. In-
ward submission means submission 
of the slave to his Lord by reforming 
his Aqeedah (creed, faith, etc.), and 
his heart. This is attained by hav-
ing belief in all the articles of faith 
explained in the Hadeeth of Jibreel 
(‘Alayhis-salaam).

As for the outward submission:  it 
means the reformation of ones out-
ward actions, such as his utterances 
(statements) with his tongue and 
the actions of his limbs.

People differ considerably in re-
gards to their Islaam, just as they 
differ in their appearance (forms) 
and shapes. There are among them, 
those who are tall and who are 
short, those who are huge and who 
are not, and there are those who are 
ugly and those who are beautiful; so 
they differ to extremes.

Also, people differ in their Islaam 
(submission) to Allaah, such that 
Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Ha-
deed (57:10):

ۆئ  ۈئ  ۈئ  ېئ  ېئ  ېئ  ىئ  ىئ      
ىئی  ی  ی  ی  جئ  حئ  مئ  

ىئ  يئ  جبحب   خب  مب  ىب  يبجت  حت  
خت  مت  ىت  يت 

“Not equal among you are those 
who spent and fought before the 

conquering (of Makkah, with 
those among you who did so 

later). Such are higher in degree 
than those who spent and fought 
afterwards. But to all, Allaah has 

promised the best (reward).”

Since people differ in their Is-

laam, what will increase the excel-
lence of one’s Islaam is to abandon 
that which is of no concern to him, 
whether in his religion or in his 
worldly affairs.

If the Muslim wills to make his Is-
laam excellent, then let him shun 
that which is of no concern to him. 
Example: If there is some work to do 
and you are hesitant whether or not 
to do it, think carefully; if this work 
is important for your religion or for 
your life in this world, then do it, 
otherwise leave it. Being on the safe 
side is better for you.

2  This Hadeeth lays down a very 
important principle which is 

that one should avoid senseless talk 
and actions. If one acts upon this 
principle, he can save himself from 
many sins and evils.

3  It is from the excellence of 
one’s Islaam to avoid inter-

fering in affairs that do not concern 
him. Many people nowadays are 
anxious to know about others’ af-
fairs and states, to an extent that if 
they see two people talking, they try 
to approach them or come close to 
them to hear what they are talking 
about. Or if they see someone com-
ing from some place they may ask 
him: “Where are you coming from? 
What did so-and-so say to you? 
What did you say to him?” And so 
forth of matters which do not con-
cern them. Leave the matters which 
do not concern you. Indeed that in-
dicates the excellence of your Islaam 
and also, there is a rest and peace of 
mind in it for you. The person who 
follows up the states of the people 
will become extremely tired and he 
will miss abundant good. 

Let your behavior and concern be 
about yourself; look at what ben-

efits you and do it, and whatever 
does not avail you in anything then 
leave it.

Whoever focuses on whatever con-
cerns himself only, and does not 
look at others, will attain abundant 
good. However, those who are oc-
cupied with other people’s affairs 
which are of no benefit to them, 
will be wasting their time and occu-
pying their heart, distracting their 
mind and thoughts, thereby losing 
a lot of time that could be spent in 
performing beneficial deeds.

You will find that the person whose 
only concern is himself will be more 
productive and fruitful, in addition 
to him having better physical, in-
tellectual, and spiritual peace and 
comfort.

4  This Hadeeth is considered to 
be one of the shortest expres-

sions, but it bears the widest mean-
ing that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) was sent with. If you intend 
to take an action or shun (leave) it, 
look first: does it concern you or 
not? If it does not concern you then 
leave it and be at rest, and if it con-
cerns you then be occupied with it 
accordingly. The mindful person is 
the one who does noble deeds to 
benefit himself after death and who 
takes himself to account. 

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) said: “A wise man is the one who 
calls himself to account (and refrains 
from doing evil deeds) and does noble 
deeds to benefit himself after death; 
and the foolish person is the one who 
succumbs to his temptations and de-
sires and seeks from Allaah, the fulfill-
ment of his vain desires.” [At-Tirmi-
dhi and Shaikh al-Albaani graded it 
Da’ief in Da’ief al Jamie’]

Abu Hurairah (t) narrated that the Messenger of Allaah (e) 
said: “It is from the excellence of a (believer’s) Islaam that he 

should shun that which is of no concern to him.” [At-Tirmidhi]

Hadeeth



Jaabir (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Keep your children in (close to 
you) when night falls, for the devils spread out then (they 
come out at that time). After an hour you can let them free 
(go). Also, close the gates of your house (at night), and men-
tion Allaah’s Name thereupon and extinguish your lamps 
and mention Allaah’s Name thereupon and tie up your wa-
ter-skins and mention Allaah’s Name thereupon and cover 
your utensils and mention Allaah’s Name thereupon, (and 
if you don’t have something to cover your utensils) you 
may put something (e.g. a piece of wood, etc.) across it.” 
[Al-Bukhaari-the Book of the Beginning of Creation]

Muslim reported a similar Hadeeth on the authority of 
Jaabir (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu), that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alay-
hi wa sallam) said: “Cover up the vessels (i.e. kitchen contain-
ers such as pots, pans, etc.), tie up the mouth of the water 
skins, lock up (close) the doors and extinguish the lamps, 
because Satan cannot untie the water-skin or open the door 
or uncover the containers. If one can cover the vessel, even 
by placing a piece of wood across it, and mention Allaah’s 
Name on it, let him do it. A mouse can sometimes cause a 
house to burn along with its dwellers.” [Muslim]

Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullaah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) also narrated that 
the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“Cover the vessel, and tie the water- skin, for there is a 
night during the year in which a disease descends, and it 
does not leave an uncovered vessel or an untied water-skin 
but it will go into it.” [In a narration, Laith ibn Sa’d said: 
“Some non-Arabs fear that to be in December.”]

These narrations stress/ emphasize the following facts:
First: It is prescribed to prevent the children as well as 
cattle, camels, sheep, etc. from being outdoors when 
night falls because in this hour the devils spread out in 
the land, and the children and animals are not safe from 
their harm. And this is done in the first hour of the night 
(after Maghrib).

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Do not let 
your animals (cattle) and children go out when the sun has 

set, until the first part of the night is over, for the devils 
come out when the sun sets, until the first part of the night 
is over.” [Muslim]

Ibn Hajar (Rahimahullaah) said in his book “Fat-h al-Baari” 
concerning the first Hadeeth: “Ibn al-Jawzi said: ‘There is 
a fear for children at that hour because the Najaasah (im-
purity) that the devils seek is usually present with them. 
Also, the Dhikr (remembrance of Allaah) that would 
protect them is usually absent from children, and when 
the devils spread out they hang on to whatever they can 
hang on to. Hence there is fear for children at that time.

The reason why they spread out at that time is because 
that they are more able to move about at night than dur-
ing the day, because darkness is more conducive to devil 
forces coming together than at any other time.’” [Fat-h 
al-Baari 6/341]

Second: Covering vessels, tying up water-skins, locking 
doors, mentioning the Name of Allaah over them, and 
extinguishing fire.

1  Covering vessels and tying up water-skins
An-Nawawi (Rahimahullaah) said: “This Hadeeth 

includes a number of types of goodness and etiquettes 
which combine the interests of both this world and the 
Hereafter. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) en-
joined (upon us), these etiquettes which are the means of 
safety from the harm of the Shaytaan (devil), and Allaah 
has made all of these means causes of being safe from 
his harm. He (Shaytaan) is not able to uncover vessels or 
untie water skins or open doors or harm children or oth-
ers if these means are followed. This is similar to what 
is mentioned in an authentic narration: that if a person 
says, “Bismillaah” when entering his house, the Shay-
taan (devil) says, “No place to stay,” i.e. we have no au-
thority to stay overnight with these people. And if a man 
says, when having intercourse with his wife, “O Allaah, 
keep the Shaytaan away from us and keep the Shaytaan 
away from what you bestow upon us (of  offspring),“ 
that will be a cause of the child being kept safe from 

A Sunnah Act



the harm of the Shaytaan.

This Hadeeth encourages us to remember Allaah in these 
cases and other similar situations. Our companions said: 
‘It is Mustahabb (recommended) to mention the Name 
of Allaah over everything that matters, and to praise  
Allaah at the beginning of everything that matters.’

The word of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam): ‘Keep 
your children in,’ means prevent them from going out at 
that time, for the fear of being subjected to the harm of 
the devils because of there being so many of them at that 
time.” [End quote-Sharh Muslim (13/185)]

The Committee of Ifta was asked the 
following question:

“In a Saheeh Hadeeth reported by al-Bukhaari, it says:
‘When the wings of the night spread, or when the evening 
comes, keep your children in.’ Then it says: ‘And extin-
guish your lamps.’ Does this command mean that it is 
obligatory?” They replied: “The commands mentioned 
in this Hadeeth are to be understood as being recom-
mended and as an advice according to most scholars, 
as was stated by a number of scholars, such as Ibn Mu-
flih and Ibn Hajar (Rahimahumullaah).” [Fatawa al-Lajna ad-
Daa’imah (26/317)]

2  Closing the doors and windows at night
The Hadeeth also indicates that one should close 

the doors of the houses as well as the rooms. One should 
also close the windows at night if there is no need for 
opening them; especially if one intends to sleep. They 
should be closed throughout the night until morning.  In 
doing this, there is protection for the house and its peo-
ple from the devils and any other harmful creatures that 
may enter therein.

Ibn Abd al-Barr (Rahimahullaah) said: “In this Hadeeth, there 
is a command to close the doors of the houses at night. 
This is a Sunnah which we are commanded with, as a 
kindness to the people from the devils among the Jinn 
and mankind.” [Al-Istithkaar]

He (Rahimahullaah) also added: “The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) informed us that the Shaytaan is unable 
to open a closed thing or untie a water-skin, and this 
is from Allaah’s blessings upon His creation among hu-
mans. The Shaytaan (devil) is not given the power to 
open a door or untie a water-skin or uncover a vessel. He 
is forbidden from that, although he is given more power 
than that in penetrating and entering (into places) which 
humans cannot enter.” [End quote]

Ibn Battaal (Rahimahullaah) said: “His (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) command to close the gates at night is out of 
fear of the devils spreading out and causing fear and 

harm to the believers.” [End quote - Explanation of Sa-
heeh al-Bukhaari]

Al-Qurtubi (Rahimahullaah) said: “All the commands in 
this chapter are meant to be guidance for our best inter-
est; and most probably, as a recommendation in case a 
person does them with the intention of acting upon the 
command.” 

Ibn al-Arabi said: “Some people thought that the com-
mand to close the doors is general and is to be done at 
all times, but this is not the case. Closing the doors is 
restricted to the night because during the day one is 
awake, contrary to one’s state at night. Basically this is 
because of the Shaytaan; he is the one who drives the rat 
to burn the house.” [End-quote-Fat-h al-Baari]

Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “It is incum-
bent upon a man who intends to sleep, to close the 
doors, and he should cover the vessels, even if only by 
putting a stick over it, because in doing this there will 
be protection for him against the Shaytaan.” [Sharh Ri-
yaadh us-Saliheen] 

The Muslim should not bring hardship (be excessive) re-
garding this matter, such that as soon as the night starts, 
he will scold every member of the house who intends to 
open a window. However, he is advised with the follow-
ing: every door in which there is no need to open it at 
night should be closed, as well as windows. In case one 
needs to open them it is permissible, but they should be 
closed as soon as one finishes fulfilling his need, espe-
cially at the time of sleep. This is because in that hour 
there is a protection for the house from the devils of Jinn 
and men. If one feels hot, because of intense heat, there 
is nothing wrong in opening it (door or window) and 
closing it afterwards. 

3  Extinguishing the fire
Ibn ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrated that  

Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Do 
not keep the fire burning in your home when you go to 
bed.” [Al-Bukhaari and Muslim]

Abu Musa al-Ash’ari (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated: “One 
night, a house in al-Madinah was burnt with its inhab-
itants inside. When this was reported to Allaah’s Mes-
senger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) he said: “Fire is your 
enemy, so put it out before going to bed.” [Al-Bukhaari 
and Muslim]

Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “The Ahaadeeth 
mentioned above stress the fact that one must put out 
the fire before going to bed. This is because the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) described the fire to be an en-
emy to man. If one keeps it on and sleeps, a mouse may 
come and cause a house to burn along with its dwellers.



Before Islaam
We do not know precisely how the young Abyssinian 
girl ended up for sale in the market. We do not know 
her roots, who her mother was or her father was or 
who her ancestors were. There were many like her, 
boys and girls, Arabs and non-Arabs who were cap-
tured and brought to the slave market in the city to 
be sold. 
A terrible fate awaited some who ended up in the 
hands of cruel masters or mistresses who exploited 
their labor to the fullest and treated them with the ut-
most harshness.
A few in that inhuman environment were rather more 
fortunate. They were taken into the homes of more 
gentle and caring people.

Barakah, the young Abyssinian girl, was one of the 
more fortunate ones. She was saved by the generous 
and kind ‘Abdullaah, the son of ‘Abd al-Muttalib. She 
became the only servant in his household and when 
he was married to the lady Aaminah, she looked after 
her affairs as well. 

Two weeks after the couple was married, according to 
Barakah, ‘Abdullaah’s father came to their house and 

instructed his son to go with a trading caravan that 
was leaving for Syria. Aaminah was deeply distressed 
and sobbed: “How strange! How strange! How can 
my husband go on a trading journey to Syria while I 
am yet a bride and the traces of henna are still on my 
hands!” 
‘Abdullaah’s departure was heartbreaking. In her an-
guish, Aaminah fainted. Soon after he left, Barakah 
said: 
“When I saw Aaminah unconscious, I shouted in 
distress and pain: ‘O my lady!’ Aaminah opened her 
eyes and looked at me with tears streaming down her 
face. Suppressing a groan she said: “Take me to bed 
Barakah.” 
“Aaminah stayed bedridden for a long time. She spoke 
to no one. Neither did she look at anyone who visited 
her except ‘Abd al-Muttalib, that noble and gentle old 
man. 

“Two months after the departure of ‘Abdullaah, Aami-
nah called me at dawn one morning and, her face 
beaming with joy, she said to me: 
“O Barakah! I have seen a strange dream.” 
“Something good my lady,” I said. 
“I saw lights coming from my abdomen lighting up 
the mountains, the hills and the valleys around Mak-
kah.” 
“Do you feel pregnant, my lady?” 
“Yes, Barakah,” she replied. “But I do not feel any 
discomfort as other women feel.” 

In the past, lamps were lit by fire, then later people used 
gasoline, and all these are liquid substances: if a mouse 
comes near it, the gasoline might spill on the ground 
and then a fire could be ignited. Nowadays however, 
people use electricity by which the lamps are lit. If one 
wants to sleep and the electric lamp is on, that is permis-
sible, because the reason for this prohibition does not 
exist anymore.

But if there is fire in the fireplace or a heater, undoubt-
edly this is a great risk (danger) for a person, especial-

ly if he brings it close to his bed. If he turns during his 
sleep, he might touch this fire. Therefore, it is forbidden 
to keep these heaters on except in a safe place away from 
the bed, in order to avoid fire.”

Sources:
1. Fat-h al-Baari by Ibn Hajar (Rahimahullaah)
2.	 Explanation	of	Riyaadh	us-Saliheen	by	
 Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen
3. Riyaadh	us-Saliheen	by	Darussalam
4. Islaam QA

The Freed Slave Girl of the Prophet 
(e) and his Wet Nurse



“You shall give birth to a blessed child who will bring 
goodness,” I said.

So long as ‘Abdullaah was away, Aaminah remained 
sad and depressed. Barakah stayed at her side trying to 
comfort her and make her cheerful by talking to her and 
relating stories. Aaminah however, became even more 
distressed when ‘Abd al-Muttalib came and told her she 
had to leave her home and go to the mountains as other 
Makkans had done because of an impending attack on 
the city by the ruler of Yemen, someone called Abrahah. 
Aaminah told him that she was too grief-striken and 
weak to leave for the mountains but insisted that Abra-
hah could never enter Makkah and destroy the Ka’bah 
because it was protected by Allaah. ‘Abd al-Muttalib 
became very agitated but there was no sign of fear on 
Aaminah’s face. Her confidence that the Ka’bah would 
not be harmed was well-founded. Abrahah’s army with 
an elephant in the vanguard was destroyed before it 
could enter Makkah.

Day and night, Barakah stayed beside Aaminah.  She 
said: “I slept at the foot of her bed and heard her groans 
at night as she called for her absent husband. Her moans 
would awaken me and I would try to comfort her and 
give her courage.”
The first part of the caravan from Syria returned and was 
joyously welcomed by the trading families of Makkah. 
Barakah went secretly to the house of ‘Abd al-Muttalib 
to find out about ‘Abdullaah but he had no news of him. 
She went back to Aaminah but did not tell her what she 
had seen or heard in order not to distress her. The entire 
caravan eventually returned but not with ‘Abdullaah.

Later, Barakah was at ‘Abd al-Muttalib’s house when 
news came from Yathrib that ‘Abdullaah had died. She 
said: “I screamed when I heard the news. I don’t know 
what I did after that except that I ran to Aaminah’s house 
shouting, lamenting for the absent one who would nev-
er return, lamenting for the beloved one for whom we 
waited so long, lamenting for the most beautiful youth 
of Makkah, for ‘Abdullaah, the pride of the Quraish.
When Aaminah heard the painful news, she fainted and 
I stayed by her bedside while she was in a state between 
life and death. There was no one else but me in Aami-
nah’s house. I nursed her and looked after her during the 
day and through the long nights until she gave birth to 
her child, “Muhammad”, on a night in which the heav-
ens were resplendent with the light of Allaah.”

When Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was born, 
Barakah was the first to hold him in her arms. His grand-
father came and took him to the Ka’bah and with all of 
Makkah, celebrated his birth.
 
Barakah stayed with Aaminah while Muhammad was 
sent to the baadiyah with the lady Halimah who looked 

after him in the bracing atmosphere of the open de-
sert. At the end of five years, he was brought back 

to Makkah and Aaminah received him with tenderness 
and love and Barakah welcomed him with joy, longing 
and admiration. 

When Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was six 
years old, his mother decided to visit the grave of her 
husband, ‘Abdullaah, in Yathrib. Both Barakah and ‘Abd 
al-Muttalib tried to dissuade her. Aaminah however was 
determined. So one morning they set off- Aaminah, Mu-
hammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and Barakah huddled 
together in a small hawdaj mounted on a large camel, 
part of a huge caravan that was going to Syria. In or-
der to shield the tender child from any pain and worry, 
Aaminah did not tell Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) that she was going to visit the grave of his father.
The caravan went at a brisk pace. Barakah tried to con-
sole Aaminah for her son’s sake and much of the time 
the boy Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) slept with 
his arms around Barakah’s neck.
The caravan took ten days to reach Yathrib. The boy Mu-
hammad was left with his maternal uncles of the Banu 
Najjar while Aaminah went to visit the grave of ‘Abdul-
laah. Each day for a few weeks she stayed at the grave. 
She was consumed with grief.
On the way back to Makkah, Aaminah became seriously 
ill with fever. Halfway between Yathrib and Makkah, at 
a place called Abwa’, they stopped. Aaminah’s health 
deteriorated rapidly. One pitch dark night, she was run-
ning a high temperature. The fever had gone to her head 
and she called out to Barakah in a choking voice.

Barakah related: “She whispered in my ear: ‘O Barakah, 
I shall depart from this world shortly. I commend my 
son Muhammad to your care. He lost his father while he 
was in my abdomen. Here he is now, losing his mother 
under his very eyes. Be a mother to him, Barakah. And 
don’t ever leave him.’
 My heart was shattered and I began to sob and wail. 
The child was distressed by my wailing and began to 
weep. He threw himself into his mother’s arms and held 
tightly onto her neck. She gave one last moan and then 
was forever silent.”
Barakah wept. She wept bitterly. With her own hands 
she dug a grave in the sand and buried Aaminah, mois-
tening the grave with whatever tears were left in her 
heart. 

Barakah returned with the orphan child to Makkah 
where she placed him in the care of his grandfather, and 
she stayed at his house to look after him. When ‘Abd al-
Muttalib died two years later, she went with the child to 
the house of his uncle Abu Taalib and continued to look 
after his needs until he was grown up and married the 
lady Khadijah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha). 

Barakah then stayed with Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) and Khadijah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) in a house be-
longing to Khadijah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha). 
“I never left him and he never left me,” she said. 



Her First Marriage
One day Prophet Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) called out to her and said: “Ya Ummi!” (He always 
called her “mother”). “Now I am a married man, and you 
are still unmarried. What do you think if someone should 
come now and ask to marry you?” 
Barakah looked at Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
and said: “I shall never leave you. Does a mother aban-
don her son?” 
Prophet Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) smiled 
and kissed her head. He looked at his wife Khadijah 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) and said to her: “This is Barakah. This 
is my mother after my own mother. She is the rest of my 
family.”  [Majma’ az-Zawaa’id 9/258]

Barakah looked at the lady Khadijah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) 
who said to her: “Barakah, you have sacrificed your 
youth for the sake of Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam). Now he wants to pay back some of his obliga-
tions to you. For my sake and his, agree to be married 
before old age overtakes you.” “Whom shall I marry, my 
lady?” asked Barakah. “There is here now ‘Ubayd ibn 
Zayd from the Khazraj tribe of Yathrib. He has come to 
us seeking your hand in marriage. For my sake, don’t 
refuse.”
Barakah agreed. She married ‘Ubayd ibn Zayd and went 
with him to Yathrib. There she gave birth to a son whom 
she called Ayman and from that time onwards people 
called her “Umm Ayman” the mother of Ayman. 

Her marriage however did not last very long. Her hus-
band died and she returned once more to Makkah to live 
with her “son” Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) in 
the house of the lady Khadijah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha). Living 
in the same household at the time were ‘Ali ibn Abi Taal-
ib, Hind (Khadijah’s daughter by her first husband), and 
Zayd ibn Harithah. 

Zayd was an Arab from the tribe of Kalb who was cap-
tured as a boy and brought to Makkah to be sold in the 
slave market. He was bought by Khadijah’s nephew and 
put in her service. In Khadijah’s household, Zayd be-
came attached to Prophet Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) and devoted himself to his service. Their rela-
tionship was like that of a son to a father. Indeed when 
Zayd’s father came to Makkah in search of him, Zayd 
was given the choice by Prophet Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) of either going with his father or staying 
with him. Zayd’s reply to his father was: “I shall nev-
er leave this man. He has treated me nobly, as a father 
would treat his son. Not a single day have I felt that I 
am a slave. He has looked after me well. He is kind and 
loving towards me and strives for my enjoyment and 
happiness. He is the most noble of men and the great-
est person in creation. How can I leave him and go with 
you? I shall never leave him.” 

Her Islaam and Emigration
Later, in public Prophet Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) proclaimed the freedom of Zayd. However, Zayd 
continued to live with him as part of his household and 
devoted himself to his service. When Prophet Muham-
mad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was blessed with prophet-
hood, Barakah and Zayd were among the first to believe 
in the message he proclaimed. They bore with the early 
Muslims the persecution which the Quraish meted out 
to them. 

Barakah and Zayd (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) performed inval-
uable services to the mission of the Prophet. They acted 
as part of an intelligence service exposing themselves 
to the persecution and punishment of the Quraish and 
risking their lives to gain information on the plans and 
conspiracies of the Mushrikeen. 

One night the Mushrikun blocked off the roads lead-
ing to the House of al-Arqam where the Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) gathered his companions regularly 
to instruct them in the teachings of Islaam. Barakah had 
some urgent information from Khadijah (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anha) which had to be conveyed to the Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). She risked her life trying to reach 
the House of al-Arqam. When she arrived and conveyed 
the message to the Prophet, he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
smiled and said to her: 
“You are blessed, Umm Ayman. Surely you have a place in 
Paradise.” 

When Umm Ayman left, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) looked at his companions and asked: 
“Should one of you desire to marry a woman from the peo-
ple of Paradise, let him marry Umm Ayman.” [Reported 
by Ibn Sa’d]

All the companions remained silent and did not utter a 
word. Umm Ayman was neither beautiful nor attractive. 
She was by now about fifty years old and looked rather 
frail. Zayd ibn al-Harithah however came forward and 
said: “Messenger of Allaah, I shall marry Umm Ayman. 
By Allaah, she is better than women who have grace and 
beauty.”

Zayd and Umm Ayman (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) were mar-
ried and were blessed with a son whom they named Us-
aamah. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) loved Usaamah as his own 
son. Often he played with him, 
kissed him and fed him with 
his own hands. The Mus-
lims would say: “He is the 
beloved son of the belov-
ed.” From an early age 
Usaamah distinguished 
himself in the service of 



lslaam, and was later given weighty responsibilities by 
the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).

When the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) migrated 
to Yathrib, henceforth to be known as Madinah, he left 
Umm Ayman behind in Makkah to look after certain 
special affairs in his household. Eventually she migrated 
to Madinah on her own. She made the long and difficult 
journey through the desert and mountainous terrain 
on foot. The heat was killing and sandstorms obscured 
the way but she persisted, borne along by her deep love 
and attachment to Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam). When she reached Madinah, her feet were sore and 
swollen and her face was covered with sand and dust.
“Ya Umm Ayman! Ya Ummi! (O Umm Ayman! O my 
mother!) Indeed for you is a place in Paradise!” exclaimed 
the Prophet when he saw her. He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) wiped her face and eyes, massaged her feet and 
rubbed her shoulders with his kind and gentle hands. 

Her Jihad
At Madinah, Umm Ayman played her full part in the af-
fairs of the Muslims. At Uhud she distributed water to 
the thirsty and tended the wounded. She accompanied 
the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) on some expedi-
tions, to Khaybar and Hunayn for example. 

Her son Ayman, a devoted companion of the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was martyred at Hunayn in the 
eighth year after the Hijrah. Barakah’s husband, Zayd 
was killed at the Battle of Mu’tah in Syria after a life-
time of distinguished service to the Prophet and Islaam. 
Barakah at this time was about seventy years old and 
spent much of her time at home. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam), accompanied by Abu Bakr and ‘Umar (Ra-
dia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) often visited her and asked: “Ya Ummi! 
Are you well?” and she would reply: “I am well, O Mes-
senger of Allaah so long as Islaam is.”

After the Death of the 
Prophet (e) 

After the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) had died, 
Barakah would often be found with tears in her eyes.

Anas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) reported: After the death of the 
Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), Abu Bakr 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said to ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu): “Let 
us visit Umm Ayman as the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to visit her.” As we came to 
her she wept. They said to her: “What makes you weep? 
What is in the next world for the Messenger of Allaah 
is better than this worldly life.” She said: “I weep not 

because I am ignorant of the fact that what is in store 
for the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) is better than this world, but I weep because the 

Revelation which came from the heaven has ceased to 
come.” This moved both of them to tears and they began 
to weep along with her.” [Muslim]

She was once asked, “Why are you crying?” and she re-
plied: “By Allaah, I knew that the Messenger of Allaah 
would die but I cry now because the revelation from on 
high has come to an end for us.” [Saheeh, reported by 
Ibn Sa’d, Muslim, Ibn Maajah and Abu Na’iem]

Her Relation with the 
Family Members of the 

Prophet (e)

Umm Ayman was the closet person to the family mem-
bers of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). When the 
event of the slander against ‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) 
happened, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) asked 
her: “What do you know about ‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha)?” 
She answered: “I refrain from claiming to have seen or 
heard anything. I know nothing and suspect nothing re-
garding her except goodness.”

Umm Ayman (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) helped Asma’ bint ‘Umais 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) prepare Fatimah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) (for 
her husband) when she got married to ‘Ali (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhu).

When Zainab (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) passed away, Umm 
Ayman and Sawdah bint Za’mah and Umm Salamah 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhunna) gave her the ritual bath.

Her Death
Barakah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) was unique in that she was the 
only one who was so close to the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alay-
hi wa sallam) throughout his life from birth till death. Her 
life was one of selfless service in the Prophet’s house-
hold. She remained deeply devoted to the person of the 
noble, gentle and caring Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam). Above all, her devotion to the religion of Islaam was 
strong and unshakable. She died during the caliphate of 
‘Uthmaan ibn Affaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu). Her roots were 
unknown but her place in Paradise was assured.

Sources: 
Companions of the Prophet by Abdul Wahid Hamid and 

Siyar A’laam An-Nublaa’



Embracing Islaam is one of the greatest blessings which 
Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) grants a person. When a per-
son embraces Islaam, he/she will be a brother/sister to 
every Muslim.

He/she will have equal rights of Muslims and should 
fulfill the same duties as soon as pronouncing the two 
testimonies of faith. This matter is connected with one’s 
heart and tongue, not his appearance, shape, or name.
A new Muslim rejoices at the great blessing of Allaah (Is-
laam) and that joy may be accompanied by an intensive 
desire to show his joy to the people around him. As a 
consequence of that, he could   unintentionally exagger-
ate or err against himself, or others, or against Islaam. 
Therefore, it is important to remind the people of some 
related matters, such as:

Changing Their Names

Some new Muslims seek to change their names. Howev-
er, changing his/her name is not a prerequisite of Islaam 
unless his/her name contradicts the Shari’ah. His emi-
nence Shaikh ‘Abdul-‘Aziz bin Baaz (Rahimahullaah) said: 
“There is no proof in the Shari’ah that entails changing 
the name of those who convert to Islaam except if there 
is a necessity.” [Majmoo’ Al Fatawa (vol. 4, p. 153)]

Circumcision and the Benefit!

Of the things which relate to appearance is circumcision. 
This matter should not busy the mind of the caller when 
inviting non-Muslims to Islaam because circumcision 
may turn some non-Muslims away from Islaam. Schol-
ars said: “Callers to Allaah should disregard talking 
about circumcision when calling non-Muslims to Islaam 
if that might deter them from embracing Islaam.” [Fat-
was of the Permanent Committee (vol. 5, p. 116)]

Therefore, there is no harm if a caller ceases to discuss 
circumcision if it is difficult for him, because the ben-
efit one gains from embracing Islaam is greater than the 
benefit of circumcision.
Regarding this person, the Scholars said: “If a person 
left off circumcision till his old age there is no harm if 
he does not do it.” [Fatwas of the Permanent Committee 
(vol. 5, p. 117)]

A caller should not rush things, because it is known that 
there were many who embraced Islaam who did not 
perform circumcision until after they had been firm on 

Islaam. After they were firm on Islaam and applied its 
teachings and instructions, then they were circumcised. 
[The appearance of a new Muslim..Standards first by Dr. 
‘Abdullaah ibn Ibraheem Al-Luhaydan]

What is the Ruling on Circumcision for a 
New Muslim, and When Should He Get 

Circumcised?

Circumcision for the new Muslim is obligatory just as it 
is for one who is born Muslim. The new Muslim should 
get circumcised when he becomes Muslim, but if delay-
ing it could serve some interest because Islaam is not 
yet established in his heart, then there is nothing wrong 
with that. That is because the evil that results from de-
laying circumcision is less serious than the evil that 
results from his apostasy from Islaam after becoming 
Muslim. End quote. 
Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) 
Source: Al-Ijaabaat ‘ala As’ilah al-Jaaliyaaat, 1/3-4

The Ruling Concerning the Marriage of a 
Convert

Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “If a woman 
accepts Islaam before her husband, the marriage is sus-
pended, i.e. she waits to see if her husband accepts Is-
laam before the elapsing of her ‘Iddah (waiting period). 
If he does, then she remains his wife, i.e. their original 
marriage remains valid. However, if her ‘Iddah is over 
and her husband does not embrace Islaam then the mar-
riage contract is revoked (cancelled) from the moment of 
her Islaam. The evidence for that is Allaah’s statement in 
Surat al-Mumtahinah (60:10):

  ڭ  ڭ  ۇ   ۇ  ۆ  ۆ   ۈۈ  ٴۇ  ۋ  ۋ  ۅ  ۅ      ۉ  ۉ
  ېې  مب

“And if you know them to be believers, then do not 
send them back to the disbelievers. They are not law-
ful (wives) for the disbelievers nor are the disbeliev-

ers lawful (husbands) for them…”

If the ‘Iddah has elapsed, she is separated from him and 
the relation between them is cut off.

If the woman embraced Islaam before the marriage 

F a t a w a
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was consummated, the marriage is revoked (cancelled) 
as soon as she becomes Muslim; but in the case she em-
braced Islaam after the marriage was consummated, 
then the above ruling is applied.

If her ‘Iddah is over before her husband accepts Islaam, 
then she has the right to marry whom she pleases, or if 
she chooses, she may wait (in the hope that he still might 
accept Islaam).

Regarding the case of the husband accepting Islaam (af-
ter the ‘Iddah of the Muslim wife is over), there is a dif-
ference of scholarly opinion. The correct view is what 
the scholars said, that the wife will be given the choice:
a. To become his wife without the need to renew the 

marriage contract, or
b. To become his wife with a new marriage contract 

(i.e. marrying afresh), or
c. She has the right to marry whom she wills and she 

does not have to go back to her ex-husband.

What proves this case is the narration reported by Ibn 
‘Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) who said: “The Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) returned his daughter Zainab (Radia-
Allaahu ‘anha) to Abul-‘Aas ibn ar-Rabi’ah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
after several years (Abul-‘Aas did not accept Islaam till 
several years after Zainab  had), and he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) did not perform a new marriage.” [Reported 
by Ahmad, at-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawoud, Ibn Maajah and 
authenticated by al-Albaani in Saheeh Ibn Maajah no. 
2019]

This Hadeeth testifies to this opinion, which is chosen 
by Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn al-Qayyim (Rahimahumullaah), 
i.e. if the husband embraces Islaam before finishing the 
‘Iddah, then the wife has no choice, she remains his wife. 
It is only after the elapsing of the ‘Iddah that she has the 

choice.

The Jumhoor (the majority) of the Ulama’ are of the opin-
ion that if the ‘Iddah elapses and the husband does not 
embrace Islaam, then she has no choice, the marriage is 
revoked and she will not become his wife again except 
with a new marriage contract (if he embraces Islaam 
later). 

The Ruling Concerning the Husband 
Accepting Islaam Before His Wife

If the wife is from the people of the Scriptures, i.e. a Jew 
or a Christian, then the marriage contract is not revoked, 
because they are lawful for the Muslim man.
             
If she (the wife) is not from the people of the Scripture, 
and the marriage has not been consummated [i.e. if this 
happened before cohabitation], then the marriage is can-
celled.

If the marriage has been consummated (cohabitation oc-
curred), it will be given a respite.  If the wife embraces 
Islaam before the elapsing of her ‘Iddah, she remains his 
wife. But if she does not accept Islaam, then the mar-
riage is revoked from the moment of the husband’s Is-
laam. This is the opinion of the Jumhoor (the majority) of 
scholars.” [Sharh Bulugh al-Maraam]

Note
The ‘Iddah of the woman is three menstrual periods if 
she menstruates, or three months if she is past meno-
pause, or until delivery if she is pregnant.

Source: 
Sharh Bulugh al-Maraam-The Book of Marriage- by Shaikh 

Ibn ‘Uthaimeen

Anas ibn Maalik (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) reported: “The Proph-
et (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) never refused a gift of per-
fume.” [Al-Bukhaari]

Since Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) rec-
ognized that this life is a temporary one, that the journey 
in this world will eventually reach its intended destina-
tion, and that the abode of the Hereafter is the perma-
nent one, he and his blessed Companions (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhum) gave little attention to reconstruction, restoration, 
renovation, and expansion of their homes, or to build-

ing imposing structures. They mostly considered 

their homes as tempo-
rary shelters, and they 
were similar to travelers’ 
lodges. Their homes were 
intended to protect them 
from the cold and heat, and 
to give them privacy, and to 
fence them against the intrusion of 
domestic animals. The believers mostly 
cared for having a roof over their heads, and any resto-
rations they did to their homes were structural and nec-
essary at the time. The Madinites’ homes were simple, 

Prophetic 
           Medicine



practical, well ventilated, and they 
were free and distant from any con-
taminated lands. Allaah’s Messen-
ger said: “Women and perfume have 
been made dear to me and my delight 
is in the prayer.” [Narrated by Ah-
mad (11885), an-Nasaa’i (3940) and 
classed as Saheeh by al-Albaani]

‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) narrated 
that he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
used to love the good smell. [Report-
ed by Abu Dawoud and al-Haakim 
and authenticated by al-Albaani in 
Saheeh al-Jami’e no. 4983]

Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) enjoyed using perfume ex-
tensively, while unpleasant smells 
irritated his genteel and exceptional 
nature. Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) liked perfume 
and his house was most fragrant. 
Entering it was pleasing to one’s 
heart and soul, for therein lived the 
most blessed and most exalted of 
Allaah’s creation and as the seal of 
Allaah’s Messengers, to him came 
the divine revelation to guide hu-
manity out of darkness into light.

Perfume is food for the soul and the 
spirit. Just as food and drink pro-
vide the essential nutrients for the 
body and maintain its strength, per-
fume also holds the essence of phys-
ical strength. Perfume provides the 
body and spirit with comfort and 
happiness. It benefits social interac-
tions, spreads love among people, 
promotes good intentions and en-
tices people to speak good about 
others who use fragrance in their 
absence.
By contrast, association with a dull 
and an unbearable person who im-
poses himself on others weakens 
the spirit and physical strength, and 
causes the soul and the spirit stress 
and worries. Such involuntary or 
imposed associations intrude upon 
the spirit and irritate it, just as rotten 
and foul smells can cause nausea 
and discomfort.

In essence, concerning the subject of 
perfume and good fragrance versus 
unpleasant smells, perfume is con-
sidered a preventative medicine, is 

excellent for cold temperaments and 
can repel many illnesses because of 
its strong nature.

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) said: “The best perfume is musk.” 
[Muslim}

It is Sunnah to use scent (perfume) 
on Friday for those who attend 
Jumu’ah (Friday) prayer.

Ibn ‘Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) nar-
rated that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) used to say: “Take 
a bath on Friday and wash your 
heads (i.e. take a thorough bath) even 
though you are not Junub (in a sexu-
ally impure state) and use perfume.” 
[Musnad Imaam Ahmad, Saheeh 
Ibn Hibban and authenticated by 
al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Jami’e 1076]

He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) also 
said: “There are three duties on every 
Muslim: Taking a ritual bath on Fri-
day, using Siwaak (tooth stick) and 
using perfume.” [Saheeh al-Jami’e 
no. 3028]

The Prophet’s (e) 
guidance on 

preserving the health 
with perfume

Good scents and perfumes are nu-
trition for the soul, and the soul is 
the dynamo of the body’s power. 
Perfume helps the brain, the heart 
and the internal organs and brings 
comfort to the heart and the soul.  
Perfumes are also the most suitable 
and favorable remedy substance for 
the soul. There is a close connection 
between the good soul and scented 
perfumes.  This is why perfumes 
were among the dearest substances 
in this world to the heart of the most 
pure of all people, the Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). 

Al-Bukhaari narrated that the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
used to always accept perfume 
when it was presented to him. 

Also, Muslim narrated that the Mes-
senger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) said: “He who is offered Raihan 
(basil) should not refuse it, because it 
is easy to wear and has a good scent.”

Further, Abu Dawoud and an-
Nasaa’i narrated that the Proph-
et (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:  
“Whoever is offered some perfume 
should not refuse it, because it is light 
to wear and has a good scent.” 

Ibn Abi Shaibah (Rahimahullaah) also 
reported that the Messenger of  
Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) had 
a container of perfume and he used 
to apply it to himself. The Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) also said: 
“Allaah has a right on every Mus-
lim that he should take a bath at 
least once every seven days and if he 
has perfume, he should wear some 
of it.”[Saheeh Ibn Khuzaimah no. 
1761] 
                                                                         
Furthermore, the angels like per-
fume while the devils dislike it, be-
cause the dearest scent to the dev-
ils are foul odors, while good souls 
like good scents. Every soul leans 
towards and deserves what it likes. 
Evil men are suitable for evil wom-
en and vice versa, while good men 
are suitable for good women in gen-
eral; it also applies to every type of 
deed, speech, food, drink, clothing 
and scent. 

NOTE: Women are not allowed to wear 
perfume while going out but they can 
wear it in their houses for their hus-
bands.

Source: 
Natural Healing with the Medicine 
of the Prophet from the book of the 

Provisions of the Hereafter by Imaam 
Ibn al-Qayyim al-Jawziyyah



After the Salaat is finished, one should commit oneself 
to the affirmed, authentic Adhkaar (remembrances).
The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to recite 
Du’aa at the end of his Salaat before the Tasleem, and 
he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to teach them (Du’aas) 
to his Sahaabah (Companions) and order them to recite 
them.

‘Abdullaah ibn Mas’oud (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that 
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) looked at 
us and said: “When one of you is (sitting) in prayer, he 
should say: ‘All compliments, prayers (acts of worship), 
and all good things are due to Allaah, peace be upon you, O 
Prophet, and Allaah’s mercy and blessings, peace be upon 
us and upon Allaah’s upright slaves. I testify that there is 
no god deserves to be worshipped but Allaah and I testify 
that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger.’ Then one 
may choose any supplication which pleases him and recite 
it.” [Agreed upon]

This Hadeeth explains that invocation for something 
during the prayer is keeping in line with the tradition of 
the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). This also clarifies 
that there is nothing specified as to what one should ask 
for during the prayer. One can ask for anything he likes 
whether it concerns this world or the Hereafter, either in 
the obligatory or voluntary prayer.

Fudalah ibn ‘Ubaid (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that  
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) heard a 
man supplicating during his prayer. The man did not 
praise Allaah, nor did he invoke blessings on the Proph-
et (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) said: “He made haste.” He then called him and said: 
“When any of you prays, he should begin with the glorifi-
cation of his Rabb (Lord) and praise Him; he should then 

invoke blessings on the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) ; thereafter, he should supplicate Allaah for any-

thing he wishes.” [Ahmad, at-Tirmidhi, Ibn Hibban and 
al-Haakim]

Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “If one in-
tends to supplicate, let him do that before the Tasleem, 
because this is the position in which the Du’aa is pre-
scribed. Shaikh ul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah (Rahimahullaah) 
and his student Ibn al-Qayyim (Rahimahullaah) said: “Recit-
ing Du’aa in the Salaat is better than reciting it after the 
Salaat (i.e. after the Tasleem) because the person in the 
Salaat is counseling with Allaah (Azza wa Jall), while after 
the Salaat one has turned away from counseling with 
Allaah (Ta’ala).” [Bulugh al-Maraam]

Shaikh Bin Baaz (Rahimahullaah) said: “It is not proven 
that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to raise 
his hands [to recite Du’aa] after performing the obliga-
tory Salaat, nor did his Sahaabah (Companions) (Radia-
Allaahu ‘anhum). Accordingly, what people do of raising 
their hands after performing Salaat to recite Du’aa is a 
Bid’ah.” [Al-Fatawa]

Reciting Dhikr and Du’aa in 
Congregation

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to recite the 
Adhkaar (remembrance) after the end of the obligatory 
Salaat as it is confirmed in many authentic narrations.

Ibn ‘Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrated: “In the life-
time of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) it was the 
custom to remember Allaah (make Dhikr) by glorifying, 
praising and magnifying Allaah aloud after the com-
pulsory congregational Salaat.” Ibn ‘Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhuma) further said: “When I heard the Dhikr, I would 
know that the compulsory congregational Salaat had 
ended.” [Al-Bukhaari]

MISTAKES THAT SHOULD BE AVOIDED AFTER CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER
Part -3

Reciting Du’aa 
(invocation) after 
the Salaat is 

finished



Al-Mugheerah ibn Shu’bah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated 
that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to say af-
ter every obligatory prayer:

“There is no deity worthy of worship but Allaah Alone, 
who has no partner. To Him belongs the Kingdom, to Him 

praise is due, and He is Omnipotent. O Allaah! No one 
can withhold what you have given, or give what You have 
withheld, and riches cannot avail a wealthy person against 

You.” [Agreed Upon]

This Hadeeth is one of the remembrances which the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to recite after his 
Salaat. And Allaah (Ta’ala) commanded with Dhikr to be 
recited after Salaat, as He (Ta’ala) says in Surat an-Nisaa’ 
(4:103):

گ  گ  ڳ  ڳ  ڳ  ڳ  ڱ  ڱ   
ڱڱ  ھ 

“And when you have completed the prayer, remember 
Allaah standing, sitting or [lying] on your sides.”

So the Dhikr (remembrance) is commanded to be recited 
after the Salaat according to the Qur’anic text both dur-
ing travel and/ or when one is residing in his country. 
This is because this Verse is mentioned in the context of 
the Salaat of fear and that is during travel. Therefore, it 
is followed with His Statement:

“But when you become secure, re-establish (regular) 
prayer.” [Bulugh al-Maraam]

However, it is not Sunnah that people sit after perform-
ing Salaat in order to recite Adhkaar and Du’aa in con-
gregation – whether the Du’aa or remembrances are af-
firmed in the Sunnah or not. It is Bid’ah to ask Allaah’s 
forgiveness after performing the Salaat in unison. [As-
Sunan wal-Mubtadu’at]

Source:
1. The Clarified Ruling of Mistakes done in Salaat by Mash-

hur Hasan al-Salmaan
2. Bulugh al-Maraam explained by Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen 

(Rahimahullaah)

Q1 What is the first condition of Salaat?

A1 One must purify himself. The Prophet (e) 
said: “Allaah does not accept the prayer of any 

of you if he has a spiritual impurity until he performs wu-
doo’.” [Saheeh Bukhaari & Muslim]

Q2 What is the reward for fasting the tenth of 
Muharram?

A2 The reward for fasting the 10th of Muharram 
(‘Ashura) is that by  Allaah’s will it will expiate 

the sins of the year that went before . The Prophet, peace 
be upon him, said: “For fasting the day of ‘Ashura, I hope  
that Allaah will accept it as expiation for the year that went 
before.” [Muslim] 

Q3 What is Du’aa Al Ibaadah?

A3 All your worship is an invocation to Allaah

Q4 Who was the Prophet’s (e) companion when 
he made Hijrah from Makkah to Madinah?

A4 Abu Bakr Siddeeq (t) 

Q5 What were the circumstances in which Umar 
(t) accepted Islaam?

    

A5 Umar (t) was on his way to kill the Prophet 
(e) when he was diverted, finding out that his 

sister had accepted Islaam. He heard the recitation of the 
Qur’an and accepted Islaam himself.

Answers to last Issue’s Quiz



All names that indicate worship to other than Allaah, the Almighty are forbidden. This is a kind of Shirk (poly-theism) in terms of Allaah’s deserved Lordship and Worship. All creatures are slaves owned by Allaah, the Almighty, Who created them to worship Him Alone. Some people obeyed Him and believed in Him, while others did not.  Allaah, the Almighty says (what means), “There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the Most Gracious (Allaah) as a slave.” [Surat Maryam 19:93]

Shirk 
in 

Names

This kind of Shirk is man-ifested in the mere act of naming while the essence of Shirk (Polytheism) is not meant here.

Accordingly, names such as ‘Abd ‘Ali (the slave of ‘Ali), ‘Abd al-Hussain (the slave of al-Hussain), ‘Abd an-Nabiy (the slave of the Prophet) and ‘Abd ar-Rasool (the slave of the Messenger) are all forbidden, because they contain the attributing of favors to other than Allaah. They also contain ill man-ners (i.e. disrespect) with Allaah in reference to Lord-ship (Roboobiyyah) and Worship (Uloohiyyah).


