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AL MUHAJIROON

“Verily! We have sent it (this Qur’an) down in the 
night of Al-Qadr (Decree).  And what will make 

you know what the night of Al-Qadr is? The night 
of Al-Qadr is better than a thousand months. 

Therein descend the angels and the Ruh [Jibreel 
(Gabriel)] by Allaah’s Permission with all Decrees, 

Peace! until the appearance of dawn” 
[Al-Qadr 97: 1-5]

Allaah Almighty says: 

ٱ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  پ  پ  پ  پ  ڀ  ڀ      ڀ   ڀ  
ٺ         ٺ  ٺ  ٺ  ٿ   ٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٹ   ٹ  ٹ   

ٹ  ڤ  ڤ            ڤ     ڤ  ڦ  ڦ  ڦ  ڦ  ڄ        ڄ   
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Al-Muhajiroon means, and was initially designed and presented by revert sisters from the West, 
who had made Hijrah from the lands of Kufr to the Muslim lands for the sake of Allaah.

 
Hijrah also refers to the abandoning of sins - all that has declared unlawful, whether it be con-

nected to the Rights of Allaah, or to the rights of individuals.
 

The Prophet         said, “The Muslim is the one who the Muslims are safe from—his tongue and his 
hand—the Muhaajir is the one who abandons that which Allaah has declared unlawful.” 

[Collected: al-Bukhaari (6484), Kitab al-Raqaaiq; al-Muslim (41), Kitab al-Imaan]
 

Al-Muhajiroon magazine stands for the migration from evil deeds, the abandoning of sins, and 
the migration to Allaah, Almighty, the Most High, through sure knowledge.

 
“Say (O Muhammad     ): ‘This is my way; I call to Allaah with sure knowledge, I and whoso-
ever follows me (also must invite others to Allaah) with sure knowledge.’” [Surat Yusuf 12: 108]

May the peace and blessings of Allaah, Almighty, be upon our beloved Prophet Muhammad      .

Our Da’wah is to return to the sublime Qur’an and the authentic 
Sunnah of the Prophet         and to comprehend them both ac-
cording to the understanding and way of the pious predeces-
sors (as-Salaf as-Saalih), may Allaah           be pleased with them 
all. We aim to act in accordance with the saying of Allaah: “O 
you who believe! Obey Allaah and obey the Messenger     , 
and those of you (Muslims) who are in authority. And if you 
differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allaah and 
His Messenger       if you believe in Allaah and in the Last 
Day. That is better and more suitable for final destination.” 
[Surat an-Nisa’ 4:59] 

Abdullah ibn Amr         narrated: 

I said: “O Messenger of Allaah! What is the booty of the assembly of 
remembrance?” He          said: “The booty of the assemblies of 

remembrance is Paradise.” 
[Reported by Ahmed with good chain and al-Albaani graded it Hasan lighairihi in Saheeh 

at-Targeeb wat-Tarheeb no 1507]
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He, Glory to Him, is One in His Essence, Attributes and 
Actions. He says in Surat ash-Shura (42: 11):

ٺ  ٿ        ٿٿ   ٹ  

“There is nothing like unto Him.”

He also says in Surat Maryam (19: 65): 

ڀ  ڀ   ڀ    ڀ  ٺ  
“Do you know of any who is similar (or co-equal or 

comparable) to Him?”

2  Allaah loves the Witr (the odd) and He orders 
with it in many acts of worship and deeds, like 

the five obligatory prayers, the Witr prayer at night, the 
number of times of performing the Tahaarah (Wudu’ and 
purification), the number of shrouds of the dead, etc. He 
created many of His creations in an odd number, such as 
the seven heavens and earths. [Al-Fat-h on the authority 
of Qadi ‘Eyaadh]

‘Ali (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that Allaah’s Messenger 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “O people of the Qur’an, 
offer the Witr, verily, Allaah is Witr and loves the Witr.” 
[Reported by Abu Dawoud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa’i and 
Ibn Maajah]

Al-Qurtubi said, explaining the meaning of the Proph-
et’s statement “Allaah is Witr and He loves Witr,” that 
Allaah loves every Witr (odd) that He has prescribed 
and legislated. The meaning of His love for it is that He 
has ordered us with it and will reward for it and this ap-
plies to all what Allaah has created in Witr (odd) of His 
creation. Or the meaning of His love for it is that He has 
particularized it with that (of being odd) for a wisdom 
that He knows best. It may mean every Witr, even if it is 
not mentioned, and this is a matter of dispute. It is said 
that the Witr in this Hadeeth means the following: 

1- The Witr prayer
2- Friday
3- The day of ‘Arafah
4- Adam
and others.

He said: “Most probably its meaning is general.”

Al-Qurtubi also said: “It seems to me that another as-
pect for the Witr is that it means the Tawheed (Islamic 
Monotheism). Accordingly, the meaning will be that  
Allaah is One in His Essence, Perfection and Actions, 
and He loves the Tawheed.

I.e. Allaah should be singled out in worship from His 

creation. Accordingly, the beginning of the Hadeeth and 
its end will be joined, and Allaah knows best.” [Al-Fat-
h]

Al Haafidh Ibn Hajar commented saying: “Probably 
those who interpreted the Witr in the Hadeeth (“Allaah 
loves the Witr”) with the Witr prayer did so in reference 
to the aforementioned Hadeeth of ‘Ali (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
who said: “Verily, Witr is not a must nor it is like your 
obligatory prayer, but the Messenger of Allaah (Salla- 
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) offered the Witr and said: “Offer the 
Witr O people of the Qur’an! Indeed Allaah is Witr and 
loves the Witr.” [Reported by Abu Dawoud, At-Tirmi-
dhi, An-Nasa’i and Ibn Maajah] [Al-Fat-h]

3  There are many Athaar (narrations) quoted by the 
Salaf regarding the explanation of this word. Mu-

jahid said concerning Allaah’s Statement in Surat al-Fajr 
(89:3): 

پ  پ      پ 
“And by the even and the odd.”

“All of Allaah’s creation is even (in pairs): the heaven 
and the earth, the land and the sea, the Jinn and Man-
kind, the sun and the moon. And Allaah Alone is Witr.”

In another report he said: “All the creation are in even 
and odd, and Allaah has sworn by the creation.” [Tafse-
er Ibn Jarir]
Al-Hasan (Rahimahullaah) said: “All the creation are Shaf’ 
(even), ‘by the even and by the odd.’” He added: “My 
father used to say: ‘Everything Allaah has created is in 
even and odd (Shaf’ and Watr), therefore, Allaah swore 
by what He has created, and swore with what you see 
and what you do not see.’” [Ibn Jarir]

Ibn Jarir said: “Others said that Shaf’ and Watr refers to 
the obligatory prayers. Some of them are Shaf’ (even) like 
the Fajr (morning) and Dhuhur (noon) prayer, and some 
of them are odd like the Maghrib (evening) prayer.”

Other Athaar (quotations of the Salaf) that confirm that 
are: 

Qatadah said regarding the Shaf’ and Watr, that they 
are of the Salaat (prayer), some of which are Shaf’ (even) 
and some are Watr. [Ibn Jarir]

Ibn Jarir said: “The most correct opinion regarding this 
matter is to say that Allaah swore with Shaf’ and Watr 
and He did not specify the kind of Shaf’ and Watr. Ac-
cordingly, the interpreters said that every Shaf’ and 
Watr is included in this oath for the comprehensive and 
generality of His oath by that.” [Ibn Jarir]

Al-Witr or Al-Watr share the same meaning 
which is the One, the Odd, the Single.

Al-Lahiyani said: “The people of Hijaaz call 
the One, Watr, and the people of Najd say, 
Witr. And Allaah’s statement in Surat al-Fajr 
(89: 3): 

پ   پ      پ  
“By the even and the odd”

is recited in both ways with Fat-ha (Wal-Watr) 
and with Kasrah (Wal-Witr).

It is said that the man offered the Witr which 
is one Rak’ah after praying two by two Rak’ahs 
of prayer at night.” [Al-Lisaan, As-Sihaah and 
Al-Mufradaat]

The Name Al-Witr is mentioned in the follow-
ing Hadeeth: Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
narrated that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) said: “Allaah has ninety-nine Names, i.e. 
one hundred minus one, which whoever Ah-
saahaa (i.e. believes in their meanings and acts 
accordingly), will enter Paradise; and Allaah is 
Witr (One) and loves the Witr.” [Agreed Upon]

The meaning of the 
Name

Ibn Qutaibah said: “Allaah is Witr and He is 
One.” [Ghareeb al-Hadeeth]

Al-Khattabi said: “Al-Witr is the single One, 
Who has no partner or associate with Him 
and has no peer.” [Sha’r ad-Du’aa]

Al-Haafidh Ibn Rajab (Rahimahullaah) said:  “Al-
Witr, with regards to Allaah, means the One 
Who has no peer like Him in His Essence or 
any division.” [Al-Fat-h]

The impact of believing 
in this Name

1  Indeed Allaah is One, Who has no part-
ner with Him nor peer. He is the only 

“Ilaah” deity, As-Samad (the Self-Sufficient 
Master, the Eternal Refuge, i.e. the One sought 
in times of difficulty and need, the One de-
pended upon by all existence). He neither be-
gets nor is born, nor is there any equivalent 
to Him.

An  Explanation of the Name of    

           Allaah   

Source:
1.	 An-Nahj	Al-Asmaa	fee	Sharh	Asmaa-Allaah	

Al-Husna
2.	 Fat-h	Dhil	Jalaali	Wal-Ikraam	fi-Sharh	Bulugh	

al-Maraam	by	Shaikh	Muhammad	ibn	Saalih	
al-’Uthaimeen

Al-Witr 
(the One, the Single)



Commentary of Shaikh ibn 
‘Uthaimeen on the Hadeeth: 

“O people of the Qur’an! Offer the Witr. Verily, Allaah is 
Witr and loves the Witr.”

In this Hadeeth the people of the Qur’an are addressed 
particularly because the people of the Qur’an are the 
ones who establish their nights with reciting the Book of 
Allaah. Allaah says in Surat az-Zumar (39: 9): 

ې  ې   ى  ى  ائ  ائ  ەئ  ەئ   وئ    وئ  ۇئ  ۇئۆئ  جئ  
“Is the one who is devoutly obedient during periods 

of the night, prostrating and standing (in prayer), 
fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his 

Lord (like the one who does not)?”

Allaah also says in Surat Faatir (35: 29): 

ائ  ائ  ەئ  ەئ           وئ   وئ  ۇئ  ۇئ  ۆئ  ۆئ  ۈئ  
ۈئ   ېئ  ېئ  ېئ  ىئ  ىئ  

“Indeed, those who recite the Book of Allaah and 
establish the prayer and spend (in His Cause) out of 
what We have provided them, secretly and publicly, 
(can) expect a transaction (i.e. profit) that will never 

perish.”

The most correct meaning for the people of the Qur’an is 
that they are those who recite the Qur’an perseveringly, 
because they are usually those who establish the night 
with prayer. 

The Prophet’s (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) statement: “Offer 
the prayer”, means offer the Witr prayer. This is what the 
context of the Hadeeth indicates. It does not mean you 
eat in odd (Witr) number or practice Witr in any other 
matter. 

“Allaah is Witr”, i.e. He is One in His Essence, Actions, 
Names and Attributes. He is One in His Divinity. He 
is One in every type of Tawheed. He is One, there is no 
partner or associate with Him in His worship or in His 
Lordship, or in His Names and Attributes.

The love mentioned in the Prophet’s (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) statement, “He loves the Witr,” does not refer 
to His Will, because many people who misinterpret 
the Attributes of Allaah, such as Al-Ashaa’irah, inter-
pret the love as His Will. They say: “Allaah loves means 
Allaah wants or wills to reward.” And they deny that 
Allaah loves, but they believe that Allaah is loved (by 
His servants). The Creed (Madh-hab) of Ahl as-Sunnah 
wal-Jama’ah is that Allaah loves and He is loved and His 
Love is different from His Will. However, His Love is 

real and suits His Majesty and is not like the love of 
His creation.

“Loves the Witr” means, loves the Witr prayer, and it 
does not mean that He loves everything that man does 
in Witr (odd) number. Rather, it means that Allaah loves 
the Witr, legislates whatever He wills in Witr (odd), 
and creates whatever He wills in an odd number. The 
heavens are seven, the earths are seven, the prayers are 
five and one ends his night prayer with Witr (odd). This 
doesn’t mean that man intentionally does everything in 
odd numbers (Witr), and if he walks, he walks in an odd 
number of steps, and if he wants to wear his clothes, he 
wears in Witr and so forth. 

It must be kept in mind that these matters are acts of 
worship which must be based on proofs from the Shar’ 
(Book and Sunnah) for their legitimacy, such as, Anas 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) never proceeded (for the Salaat) on 
the day of ‘Eid-ul-Fitr unless he had eaten some dates. 
Anas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) also narrated: “The Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to eat an odd number of 
dates.” [Reported by Al-Bukhaari, the Book of the two 
‘Eid (festivals)]

If the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to eat eve-
rything in Witr (odd), there was no need for Anas (Radia-
Allaahu ‘anhu) to mention in this narration that the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to eat an odd number of 
dates because, if this was his habit, then it would be af-
firmed in the number of dates on the day of ‘Eid and at 
other times.

In conclusion: Allaah is Witr and loves the Witr, but the 
Witr depends on what has been approved by the Shar’ 
(the Islamic law).

Abu Dharr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “O  Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam)! Give me some advise! Give me some advise!”

He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “I advise you to have Taqwa of Allaah (i.e. fear 

Allaah), because it is the head of all matters.”

I said: “O Messenger of Allaah! Give me some more advise.” 

He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Recite the Qur’an and remember Allaah; 

because it is a light for you in the earth and a treasure (store) for you in the 

heaven.” 

I said: “O Messenger of Allaah! Give me some more advise!” 

He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Beware of laughing excessively; because it 

causes the death of the heart and it will take away the light from the face.”

I said: “O Messenger of Allaah! Give me some more advise!” 

He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Persevere upon Jihad; because it is monasticism 

of my nation.”

I said: “O Messenger of Allaah! Give me some more advise!” 

He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Love the poor people and sit with them.”

 I said: “O Messenger of Allaah! Give me some more advise!” 

He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Look at those who are below you and do not 

look at those who are above you, lest you contempt the blessings of Allaah that are 

bestowed upon you.”

I said: “O Messenger of Allaah! Give me some more advise!” 

He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Say the truth even if it is bitter.” 

[Reported by Ibn Hibban in his Saheeh and Al-Haakim. Al-Albaani graded it Saheeh 

Ligairihi, in Saheeh at-Targheeb wat Tarheeb # 2233]

Advises of the Prophet

QUESTION 1

What is the 

Covenant that every 

man made to Allaah 

during pre-creation?



Ghusl between Maghrib 
and ‘Isha is a Sunnah to be 
performed during the last ten 
days of Ramadaan)

The Salaf used to adorn themselves on 
that night outwardly and inwardly. They re-
alized that the outward appearance is not suffi-
cient. They would also adorn themselves inwardly 
by repenting and returning to Allaah Almighty and 
purifying themselves from all sins, because the exterior 
decoration is worthless if one’s inner self is not pure. 

Just as it is expected that one will dress nicely and adorn himself 
when meeting and addressing the elites of this world, we should 
do even more when we prepare ourselves to address the King of 
kings (Allaah), the One Who Knows all of the secrets including all that 
is hidden. If we are to stand in His presence, we should decorate our-
selves by beautifying our exteriors appearance and by decorating 
our interior selves with piety. 

Malik ibn Anas (Rahimahullaah) would bathe and wear perfume on 
the twenty-fourth night of Ramadaan, and wear his clothes, with a 
cloak and belt, and when that night was over, he would put them 
away and not wear them again till the same night of the following 
year.

Muslims should really seek Laitatul Qadr because it is the most im-
portant night during a person’s lifetime. Due to the argument that 
happened historically, the knowledge of its exact day (of Laitatul Qadr) 
was lost. It has been narrated from ‘Ubaydah ibn as-Samit (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhu) that, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) came out to inform us about 
the Night of Qadr but two Muslims were quarrelling with each other. So, the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “I came out to inform you about the Night of 
Qadr but such-and-such persons were quarrelling, so the news about it has been taken away; yet that 
might be for your own good, so search for it on the 29th, 27th and 25th (of Ramadaan).” [Reported 
by Al-Bukhaari]

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “I was shown Lailatul Qadr (the night of Qadr), but then my family woke me up so I forgot it, 
so seek it in odd nights of the last ten nights of Ramadaan.” [Muslim]

It was also reported that the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Seek the night 
of Al-Qadr on the odd nights of the last ten days of Ramadaan, indeed I was shown it; then I was 
made to forget it.” [Al-Bukhaari]

Al-Baghawi said: “Allaah concealed the knowledge about when that night is so that 
the people will strive hard in their worship, seeking it on the last ten 
nights of Ramadaan in hope of attaining its virtue, just 
as He has concealed the knowledge 
about the granting 

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that  
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Ra-
madaan has come to you – a blessed month. Allaah has made it 
obligatory upon you to fast in it. During this month, the gates of Hell-
Fire are closed and the evil devils are chained. To Allaah belongs a night 
in it, which is better than a thousand months. Whoever is prevented from 
its’ good, then he has been deprived.” [Reported by Ahmad and authen-
ticated by Al-Albaani – Saheeh al-Targheeb wat-Tarheeb 1490] 

It is such a special and blessed night that it is desirable for someone 
who is keen on Allaah’s obedience to establish that night with wor-
shipping Allaah, hoping to attain its great reward by offering prayers, 
invocations, reciting the Qur’an and remembering Allaah. And he who 
does that will have all his previous sins forgiven. The Messenger of 
Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ”Whoever establishes the night of 
Qadr with Qiyam (prayers) out of sincere Faith and hoping for  reward 
from Allaah, then all his previous sins will be forgiven.” [Al-Bukhaari] 

It is desirable to supplicate much on that night. The mother of the 
believers ‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha)  is reported to have said: “I said: 
‘O Messenger of Allaah, if I know when Lailatul Qadr is (the night 
of Qadr), what should I say?’ He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Say: 
O Allaah! You are Oft-Forgiving, and You like forgiveness, therefore for-
give me.’” [Reported by Ahmad and authenticated by Al-Albaani in 
as-Saheehah]

The pious ancestors used to consider the night of Qadr a special night 
and would give it extra special attention; Thabit al-Banani used to put 
on his best clothes, and wear perfume, and perfume the Masjid on the 
night that they anticipated would be Lailatul Qadr. 

Tameem ad-Dari (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) had a cloak which he bought for 
one thousand Dirham, and he used to wear it on the night which he 
expected to be Lailatul Qadr.

Ibn Jarir (Rahimahullaah) said: “Based on these acts of the Salaf, it is affirmed 
that it is recommended for the person who thinks that the night 
is Laylatul Qadr, to dress up, wear nice fragrance and take a 
bath. This is similar to Jumu’ah and both ‘Eids.” (Ibn Rajab 
mentions in his book, ‘Taif Al-Muarif,  that performing 

 The Night of Decree

Source:
Asraar al-Muhibbeen fee 

Ramadaan by Shaikh Muhammad 
Husain Ya’qoub

The  virtue of this special night is 
great, and its good is preva-

lent. Why would this not be the case 
when this special night witnessed the de-
scent of the Holy Qur’an which leads the 
one who abides by it to the eternal heav-
ens and Paradise. The Night of Qadr is far 
better than one thousand months. Allaah 
Almighty says: 

ٱ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  ٻ  پ  پ  پ  پ  
ڀ  ڀ      ڀ   ڀ  ٺ         ٺ  ٺ  ٺ  ٿ   
ٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٹ   ٹ  ٹ   ٹ  ڤ  

ڤ    ڤ     ڤ  ڦ  ڦ  ڦ  ڦ  ڄ        ڄ

“Verily! We have sent it (this 
Qur’an) down in the night of 

Al-Qadr (Decree).  And what will 
make you know what the night 

of Al-Qadr (Decree) is? The night 
of Al-Qadr (Decree) is better than 
a thousand months (i.e. worship-
ping Allaah in that night is better 

than worshipping Him a thousand 
months, i.e. 83 years and 4 months). 
Therein descend the angels and the 
Ruh [Jibreel (Gabriel)] by Allaah’s 
Permission with all Decrees, Peace! 
(All that night, there is Peace and 
Goodness from Allaah to His be-

lieving slaves) until the appearance 
of dawn” [Al-Qadr 97: 1-5]



His believing slaves) until the appearance of dawn.’” 
[Al-Qadr 97:5] means that on that night there is nothing 
which disturbs the peace, so there are no illnesses, and 
Satan cannot do anything. Dhahhak reported that Ibn 
‘Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “On that night, the rebel-
lious Jinn are all tied up, and the powerful ones among 
the Jinns are chained, and all the doors of Heaven are 
opened, and Allaah accepts the repentance of every re-
pentant.”

Oh son of Adam! If you knew the value of your self-
worth, you would not have humiliated it by committing 
sins; you are the chosen ones of all the creations, and 
Paradise has been prepared for you only if you are pious, 
for it is the dwelling place of the pious ones just as this 
worldly life is the dwelling place of Satan, for he is one 
who has been given respite. So how can you turn away 
from what is yours and compete with Satan for what is 
his, and accept to be with him in Hell-Fire along with 
his followers. We expelled Satan from Heaven for your 
sake when he refused to prostrate himself to your father 
(Adam), and We asked you to be close to Us and to be of 
Our special ones, but you refused and you turned away 
and allied with Our enemy. 

Some women become sad for missing the opportunity to 
establish the night of Al-Qadr with prayer due to expe-
riencing menses or post birth bleeding. In recompense, 
they have to perfect their deeds throughout the month 
in order for Allaah to accept that from them.

Juwaiber said to Ad-Dhahhak: “Do the menstruating 
women and those who are in post birth bleeding, the 
traveller, and the one who is overtaken with sleep, have 
a share in the night of Al-Qadr?” He said: “Yes. Every-
one, from whom Allaah has accepted his deed, will re-
ceive his share in that night.” This means that he who 
has perfected his actions during the month of Ramadaan 
and has done good deeds, Allaah will accept these good 
deeds from him, and whatever Allaah accepts from him 
will not deprive that person (the menstruating women, 
women in post-birth bleed, the traveller, and the one 
overtaken with sleep) of his share from the night of Al-
Qadr.

Therefore, the best advice to 
be given is as follows 

In the last ten nights, beware of any heedlessness which 
might destroy a person. Awaken your family so that 
they do not miss Lailtul Qadr and you will allow them to 
magnify their worship of Allaah. Give excuses (for oth-
ers) for any obligations during this special time because 
the days in the month of Ramadaan are very few special 
days.  Give excuses and amplify your good deeds before 
the excuse of the sinner is turned away and his negli-
gence belies him. Magnify this night because it is a great 

matter in the life of the human being. Wait and be awake 
on that night; verily, it is a strange and wonderful night.

This is your last chance in this month for salvation. So, 
be prepared for the last ten nights with truthful reso-
lution and let your concern be directed to guarding it 
strictly and nothing else. And prepare for it by asking 
Allaah for the success and the guidance you need until 
you complete the period. Beware of negligence, laxity,  
or wasting the opportunity in order to gain the benefits 
of  good deeds on these nights.

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Isra’ (17:19):

“And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for it, 
with the necessary effort due for it (i.e. do righteous 
deeds of Allaah’s Obedience) while he is a believer (in 
the Oneness of Allaah— Islamic Monotheism), then 
such are the ones whose striving shall be appreciated, 
(thanked and rewarded by Allaah).”

Surat at-Tawbah (9: 38-39):

“O you who believe! What is the matter with you, that 
when you are asked to march forth in the Cause of 
Allaah (i.e. Jihad) you cling heavily to the earth? Are 
you pleased with the life of this world rather than the 
Hereafter? But little is the enjoyment of the life of this 
world as compared to the Hereafter. If you march not 
forth, He will punish you with a painful torment and 
will replace you by another people, and you cannot 
harm Him at all, and Allaah is Able to do all things.”

The month of Ramadaan will leave you with your deeds. 
Evaluate what have you deposited (consigned) in it and 
what benefits you have gained from these efforts.

hour on Friday at which time the prayers are answered. 
And He concealed His satisfaction in the acts of wor-
ship so that they can perform all the acts, and He con-
cealed His wrath in the people’s sins, so that they will 
avoid all what has been prohibited. And He concealed 
the knowledge about establishing the Hour so that they 
will strive in performing the acts of worship before the 
Hour comes.”

In conclusion, a Muslim should seek the Night of Al-
Qadr on the odd nights of the last ten nights of Ram-
adaan i.e. the 21st, 23rd, 25th, 27th and 29th. If one is not 
able to seek it on those last odd nights then, he should 
seek it on the odd nights of the last seven nights: 25th, 
27th, and 29th. Allaah Almighty knows best. 

Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali (Rahimahullaah) said: “The end of any 
blessed day or night is better than the beginning of that 
day or night, just as is the day of ‘Arafah, and Fridays, 
and as for the night and day, the last hours of the day 
are better than the early hours, and the ten days of Dhul-
Hijjah and Muharram, their ends are better than their 
beginnings.”

It is confirmed in Saheeh al-Bukhaari and Muslim that 
the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) ob-
served I’tikaaf (seclusion) in the middle ten days of Ra-
madaan to seek the night of Al-Qadr, before it was re-
vealed to him. When he was shown that, he observed 
I’tikaaf in the last ten days of Ramadaan till he died.

‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) narrated: “With the start of 
the last ten days of Ramadaan, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) used to tighten his waist belt (lower gar-
ment) and used to establish all the night with prayers 
(and occupy himself in the worship of Allaah) and he 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to awaken his family for 
the Salaat (prayers).” [Agreed upon] “Tighten his waist 
belt” either means that he avoided having sexual inter-
course with his wives or it means that he was occupying 
himself with worshipping Allaah earnestly. When only 
ten days remained in Ramadaan, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) would wake up any of his family members 
who were able to offer Qiyam, and he would specifically 
make sure to wake them up on the odd nights in antici-
pation of seeking Lailatul Qadr.

It has been called Lailatul Qadr (the night of Qadr) be-
cause on that night, a worthy Mighty  Book (the Qur’an) 
was sent down, from a Mighty King to an honorable 
Messenger, to a worthy (honorable) nation, the Ummah 
of Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).

Ones’ whole lifetime could be taken lightly, except for 
this night because this is the night on which the whole 
Qur’an was sent down to the lowest heaven. This is the  

night in which the decrees for that year are deter-
mined,  the angels will write down the decrees, and 

it is the night in which the angels descend.

The Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) would work 
hard on the last ten nights, more than any other nights, 
and he would seclude himself in hope of seeking that 
night. So for those who have wasted their lives in doing 
nothing fruitful, make up for that lost time by seeking 
the Night of Qadr, for it will cover a lifetime.

It is a night in which Allaah Almighty accepts the re-
pentance of anyone who repents, and in which destinies 
are decreed; life, death, sustenance and rain.

Mujaahid reported that fasting and praying on that 
night is better than fasting and praying one thousand 
months (which don’t have the night of Qadr). 

Ka’b ibn al-Ahbaar said: “We find this night in the 
records, a means in which all the sins are forgiven. And it 
is a blessed night in which the angels honor the world by 
their descent. Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)  said that 
the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“Lailatul Qadr is the 27th or 29th night in Ramadaan, and 
the angels that are on earth on that night are more than 
the pebbles on the ground.” [Reported by Ahmad and au-
thenticated by Al-Albaani in As-Saheehah 2205]

Signs of Laylatul Qadr:
Among the signs of the Night of Qadr is that it is neither 
too cold nor too hot on that night, and the sun rises in 
the morning without any rays. 

The Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“The night of Qadr is a night which is neither hot nor cold, 
and the sun rises on that day very weak and red.” [Re-
ported by At-Tabaraani in Al-Kabeer and authenticated 
by Al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Jami’, 5472] 

Our Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The sun 
rises in the morning on which is the Night of Qadr, with 
no rays; it is like a round plate until it is high in the sky.” 
[Reported by Abu Dawoud and authenticated by Al-Al-
baani in Saheeh Abu Dawoud, 1229] And there are other 
signs which appear after the night is over.

‘Ubaydah ibn as-Samit (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that 
the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “On the night 
of Al-Qadr, no star is allowed to appear as a shooting star 
until morning, and its sign is that the sun rises in its morn-
ing without rays like the moon on the night of a full-moon. 
The Shaytaan (Satan) is not allowed to come out with it on 
that day.” [Reported by Ahmad and Shaikh Shu’iab al-
Ara’oot said it is Hasan] 

Mujaahid said: “Allaah Almighty says: ‘Peace! (All that 
night, there is Peace and Goodness from Allaah to 

QUESTION 2

Is Allaah’s Name 

Al Jameel ‘The 

Beautiful’ mentioned 

in the Qur’an?



These actions should 
be undertaken so as to 

be forgiven for your past sins 
and to ensure that your fast will be an 

intercessor for you on the Day of Judgment. Whatever is 
established in your heart in terms of hope for attaining 
the reward for your deed is called Ihtisaab. Your remem-
bering the reward at the time of performing the deed is 
called Ihtisaab. Ihtisaab is a consequence of your belief. 
A person will not attain this great reward unless he joins 
belief and Ihtisaab. 

For example, when you observe the fast, you do that be-
cause it is an obligatory act and because, in your efforts 
to be obedient, you are carrying out the command of  
Allaah. So, observe the fast while hoping that Allaah 
will make this fast act as an intercessor for you, as well 
as be a source of joy and companionship for you when 
you are lonely in your grave.

Ahmad reported on the authority of Asma’ bint Abi 
Bakr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha): “When a person enters his grave, 
if he is a believer, he will be surrounded by his deeds, 
his prayer (Salaat), and his fast. The angel will come (to 
make him sit) from the direction of the Salaat and his 
Salaat will return to him. Then he (the angel) will come 
from the direction of the Siyaam (Fast), and his fast will 
drive him back. Then the angel will call to him: “Sit” and 
he will sit.” [Majmu’ Az-Zawa’id by Al-Haithami]

Therefore, we hope from Allaah to make our fast among 
one of our good deeds that will surround us in our 
graves, which will guard us (i.e., protect us from harm 
in the grave) and accompany us and bring us joy at our 
time of loneliness. 

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Mes-
senger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The 
deceased can hear their footsteps as they depart from him 
(in the cemetery). If he was a believer, prayer stands by 
his head, fasting stands to his right, Zakaah stands to his 
left and good deeds such as honesty, upholding ties of kin-
ship and treating people kindly, stand at his feet. He is ap-
proached from the direction of his head, and the prayer says, 
“You cannot get past me.” Then he is approached from the 
right, and fasting says, “You cannot get past me.” Then he 

is approached from the left, and Zakaah says, “You cannot 
get past me.” Then he is approached from the direction of 
his feet, and his good deeds such as honesty, upholding ties 
of kinship and treating people kindly say, “You cannot get 
past me.” Then it is said to him, “Sit up,” and he sits up. 
Then the sun is made to appear to him as if it is about to 
set, and it is said to him, “Who is this man who was among 
you? What do you say about him?” He says, “Let me pray.” 
They say, “You will do that, but tell us about what we asked 
you about.” He says, “What did you ask me about?” They 
say, “What do you say about this man who was among 
you? What is your testimony concerning him?” He says, 
“I bear witness that he is the Messenger of Allaah, and that 
he brought the truth from Allaah.” It is said to him, “In 
this belief you lived and in this belief you died, and in this 
belief you will be resurrected, InshaAllaah.” Then one of 
the gates of Paradise is opened for him, and it is said to him, 
“That is your place therein, and what Allaah has prepared 
for you therein,” and his joy and happiness increase. Then 
one of the gates of Hell is opened for him, and it is said, 
“That was your place therein and what Allaah has prepared 
for you therein (if you had disobeyed Allaah),” and his joy 
and happiness increase. Then his grave is expanded for him 
by seventy cubits, and it is illuminated for him, and his 
body is put back as it was, and his soul is placed in Nasm 
at-Teeb, which is a bird that perches in a tree in Paradise.” 
[Abu Haatim in his Saheeh]

Bear in mind that Ihtisaab (i.e. hoping to attain the re-
ward from Allaah) elevates one in the ranks of rewards. 
Shaikh ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “Most of the 
people are heedless of Ihtisaab. Most of the people per-
form good deeds just because it is a good deed, lacking 
in Ihtisaab.”

Many people are heedless of “Ihtisaab”. They perform 
many deeds without hoping for the reward from Allaah 
(Ta’ala); they do it just because it is a good deed. There-
fore, prior to performing any good deed, e.g. perform-
ing Wudu’, one should bring the following intentions to 
his heart:

FIRST: You are carrying out the command of Allaah 
(Ta’ala), knowing that you are implementing what Allaah 
(Ta’ala) has commanded the believers to do as stipulated 
in Surah al-Ma’idah (5:6): “O you who believe! When 
you intend to offer as-Salaat (the prayer), wash your 
faces and your hands…”

You should feel that Allaah is commanding you and say, 
“We hear and we obey.”

SECOND: You are following the example of Allaah’s 
Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) i.e. you perform the 
Wudu’ in accordance to his Sunnah and guidance, as if 
he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) is in front of you per-
forming the Wudu’ and you are following him.

1. Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Whoever ob-
serves fast during the month of Ramadaan out of sincere faith and Ihtisaaban (hoping to attain Allaah’s rewards), then 
all of his past sins will be forgiven.” [Al-Bukhaari]

2. Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Whoever estab-
lishes (Nawafil – Voluntary) prayers during the nights of Ramadaan, out of sincere faith and Ihtisaab (hoping to attain 
Allaah’s rewards), all of his past sins will be forgiven.” [Al-Bukhaari]

3. Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Whoever estab-
lishes prayer on the night of Qadr out of sincere faith and Ihtisaaban (hoping to attain Allaah’s rewards and not to 
show off), then all of his past sins will be forgiven.” [Al-Bukhaari]

Commentary:

The use of the term “faithfully,” means to believe in Allaah (Ta’ala) and in what He has promised. It also means to be-
lieve that Allaah has commanded you and that He will reward you for your belief and obedience and forgive you if 
you carry out His command. This indicates that sincerity has an effect on the reward, since the person does not fast 
or pray simply because other people are fasting and praying, but rather he observes the fast and prays because of his 
personal belief in Allaah and in what He has promised.

(Ihtisaab) Hoping for the reward from Allaah means that you observe fast during the days of Ramadaan and 
establish its nights with prayers, so as to benefit from (this) fast and Qiyam (prayer) on the Day of Resurrection. 
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            (Hoping for the Reward) during 

Ramadaan



Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) mentioned two stories in Su-
rat Saba’ (chapter 34). The first story shows the state of 
one who is grateful to his Lord for the blessings and 
graces that He bestowed upon him, and the second sto-
ry is about those who were ungrateful and how Allaah 
(Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) dealt with them through destruction.

Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) began by describing perfect 
examples of gratitude, namely the prophets Dawoud 
and Sulaymaan (‘Alayhum-us-salaam). Then Allaah (Subhaanahu 
wa Ta’aala) mentioned the people of Saba’ and their state, 
and how He (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) bestowed many bless-
ings upon them which they received with ungrateful-
ness.
Saba’ refers to a famous tribe who dwelt in a town called 
Ma’rib in Yemen.

Allaah related many stories in the Qur’an about His 
blessings and kindness to people generally, and to the 
Arabs specifically. The stories and news also tell of those 
who were punished and destroyed. Some lived near the 
Arabs and their monuments and other traces of their his-
tory can be seen today. Their news was broadcast among 
the people as strong proof for others to believe in them 
and to serve as further admonition. [Tayseer Al-Kareem]

Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) also mentioned the stories of 
the Prophets and Messengers. Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) 
chose for you what benefits you, meaning: only the sto-
ries of those whom Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) mentioned 
in the Qur’an will benefit you.

Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) said in verse 15:

ٱ  ٻ        ٻ   ٻ  ٻ  پپ  ٹ  
“Indeed there was for Saba’ (Sheba) a sign in their 

dwelling place.”

A sign here means the blessings that Allaah (Subhaanahu 
wa Ta’aala) bestowed upon them and His prevention of all 
kinds of evil and harm, in order that they should single 
Allaah out in worship. Of these signs, Allaah (Subhaanahu 
wa Ta’aala) explained:

پ  پ  ڀ  ڀڀ   ٹ  
“Two gardens on the right and on the left.” 

[34:15]

This means their land was between two moun-
tains and water (run off) used to come to them 
from these mountains, in addition to flooding from 
the rainfall in their valleys. Their ancient kings built 
a huge, strong dam and the water reached a high lev-
el between the mountains. They used it to water their 
gardens on the right and left sides of the valley. They 
harvested the best fruits, which were plentiful, beautiful 
and delightful.

A number of the Salaf, including Qatadah, mentioned 
that a woman could walk beneath the trees, carrying a 
basket or vessel used for gathering fruit on her head. 
Fruit would fall from the trees, filling the basket without 
her making any effort to pick it, because it was so plenti-
ful and ripe. [At-Tabari 20:3] 

Of the blessings Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) bestowed 
upon them is that He (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) made their land 
i.e. easy to work and fertile by making its weather fair 
and its people healthy, with plentiful provision. Some 
said there were no flies, mosquitoes, fleas or any kind 
of vermin in their land due to the good weather and the 
people’s health. Allaah took care of them so that they 
would worship Him Alone, without associates and He 
promised if they gave thanks to Him, He would forgive 
them and be merciful with them. He (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) 
said:

ڀ      ٺ  ٺ  ٺ  ٺ  ٿٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٹ  ٹ   ٹ  

“(and it was said to them) ‘Eat of the provision of 
your Lord, and be grateful to Him, a fair (good) land 

and an Oft-Forgiving Lord!’” [34:15]

Of the blessings that Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) bestowed 
upon them were secure dwellings, and towns joined to 
one another, with many trees, crops and fruits. When 
they travelled, they had no need to carry provisions 
or water because wherever they stopped, they would 

Qur’an (34:15-19)

THIRD: You are hoping for the reward (Ihtisaab) from 
Allaah, which is attaining the forgiveness of sins with 
the last drop of water when you perform Wudu’. [Fath 
Dhil-Jalaali Wal Ikraam fi Sharh Bulugh al-Maraam by 
Shaikh ibn ‘Uthaimeen]

Do not forget while you are in the middle of Ramadaan 
to remind yourself of the goal or purpose behind your 
fast. These thoughts are considered Ihtisaab which will 
increase your reward for your deeds.

Heedlessness in intention is blameworthy. Ihtisaab indi-
cates that you are a slave who is concerned about his 
grave and the constriction therein. There is no slave of 
Allaah, whose concern is his grave but Allaah will ex-
tend (widen) it for him, and whoever’s concern is the 
day of meeting with Allaah, He will make it the best day 
for him.

Acknowledge and be conscious of your concerns. When 
you acknowledge your concern you will find that, too 
frequently, you are not practicing Ihtisaab in many ac-
tions, rather you are doing them habitually and perhaps 
robotically. Ihtisaab will turn the habits into true acts of 
worship. It will make you perform the deed with con-
sciousness of the good intention, hoping for the reward 
from Allaah; intending: O My Lord! I am doing this deed 
(action) hoping that You accept it from me and hoping 
that You make it an intercessor for me when I meet You.” 
This is not uttered by the tongue but this Ihtisaab is what 
is established in the heart.

For example, when you read the Qur’an, you hope to 
receive a good deed for reciting every letter and that this 
good deed will be multiplied by ten. Accordingly, you 
read with the following intention: “O Lord, I am reciting 
the Qur’an, hoping that You will give me the reward for 
my recitation.” You do not recite because you are told 
to recite it during Ramadaan, or because it is just a tradi-
tion, or because it is only a habit. You should know what 
is waiting for you of reward for your recitation, and 
this should be your motivation. One may say, “I believe 
in my Lord and in His Generosity.” We say: “Having 
Ihtisaab indicates that you are aware and believe in the 
meeting with Allaah and that you are concerned with 
the matter of the Hereafter.”

Is the one who is anxious to pray the Maghrib prayer on 
time because he does not want to miss the television se-
ries or football match before it starts, like a person who 
offers the Maghrib prayer on time, hoping to be with 
Allaah among the virtuous people? The answer is em-
phatically, “No”. 

  ڭ  ۇ  ۇ 

“They are not equal.” [As-Sajdah 32:18]

And they can never be equal.
Be cognizant of the source of your concerns. In particu-
lar, evaluate the concern that is prominent in your heart. 
If this concern is consistent with pleasing Allaah, in 
seeking His reward, and meeting Him, this concern will 
allow you to benefit from the opportunities of your good 
deeds and multiply their rewards.

There are people whose concerns are not to miss the 
obligatory prayers, to offer it with submissiveness and 
not to utter a word displeasing to Allaah. They are con-
cerned about their status with Allaah asking: “Is Allaah 
pleased with us or not?” These concerns usually com-
pete with the transient worldly concerns.
Let our hearts be attached to the real concerns.

In Conclusion:
Ihtisaab has a great meaning which should be fulfilled, 
i.e. you should exert your utmost to fulfill and accom-
plish the faith and Ihtisaab, e.g. every time you intend 
to perform an action you hope from Allaah, that He will 
grant you the reward for that deed when you meet Him, 
to grant you its virtue in your grave, or to enlighten your 
grave or to benefit you for it on the Siraat, on the Day of 
Judgment. Ihtisaab indicates that you are primarily con-
cerned with and thinking of the Day when you will meet 
Him.  It also signifies that you are carrying real concerns 
in your heart and that you are preparing yourself for the 
Day of Judgment. Finally, it indicates that you are nei-
ther heedless nor indulgent in frivolous concerns at the 
expense of the serious matters of this life.
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Story of            (Sheba)Saba’

QUESTION 3

In what manner 

should one ring the 

door bell or knock 

on the door?



1  Allaah (Azza wa jall) said:

ڦ  ڦ   ڦ  ڦ  ڄ  ڄ  ڄ  ڄ  ڃ  ڃ  ڃ   ڃ  

“and We converted their two gardens into gardens 
producing bitter bad fruit (ukul khamt) and tamarisks 

and a few lote trees.” [34:16]

Since the lote trees were the best of the trees with which 
the garden was replaced, there were only a few of them.
This is what happened to those two gardens after they 
had been so fruitful and productive, offering beautiful 
scenery, deep shade and flowing rivers: they were re-
placed with thorny trees, tamarisks and lote trees with 
huge thorns and little fruit. This was because of the peo-
ple’s disbelief, their sin of associating others with Allaah, 
and because they denied the truth and turned toward 
falsehood. [Ibn Katheer]

They replaced gratefulness with disbelief, so their bless-
ings were replaced with what was mentioned above. 
Therefore, Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) said:
 

چ  چ  چ  چڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڍ   ڍ   

“Like this We requited them because they were 
ungrateful disbelievers. And never do We requite in 
such a way except those who are ungrateful.” [34: 17]

meaning, “We punished them for their disbelief. And do 
We punish, except those who disbelieve in Allaah and 
are ungrateful?”

2  When they were afflicted with the destruction of 
their dam and gardens, they were also dispersed 

after they had been together living a life of luxury, and 
they were scattered throughout the land, as Allaah (Sub-
haanahu wa Ta’aala) said in (34:19):

ں   ں  ڻ  ڻ        ڻڻ  ھ  

“So We made them as tales (in the land), and We dis-
persed them all totally.”

meaning, “We made (from) them, stories related to oth-
ers as lessons or examples,” - how Allaah plotted against 
them and dispersed them totally. The Arabs have a say-
ing about people when they are dispersed: “They have 
been scattered like Saba’,” in all directions, and every-
one talked about what happened to them. 
Now, who will benefit or receive admonition from their 
story? Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) said:

ۀ  ۀ  ہ  ہ  ہ   ہ   ھ  ھ  

“Verily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, 
grateful person.” [34:19]

In the punishment suffered by these people - the way in 
which their blessings and good health were taken away 
due to their disbelief and sins - is a lesson and a sign for 
every person. It is essential to be patient in the face of ad-
versity, to bear it for the sake of Allaah and not abandon 
patience for discontentment. It is equally important to 
be grateful for the blessings of Allaah by acknowledging 
them, praising the One Who bestowed them (Allaah) 
and utilizing the blessings in the obedience of Allaah.

Lessons from the story of Saba’

1  Whoever hears the story of Saba’, of what they did 
and what happened to them, will know that such 

punishment was a recompense for their ungratefulness 
for Allaah’s blessings. Whoever imitates their actions 
will receive punishment like them. In other words, it 
will be done to him as was done to them.

2  The people of Saba’ did three things which de-
served punishment:

a. They turned away from the Real Bestower and from 
worshipping Him. The people of Saba’ started to 
worship the sun instead of Allaah as the hoopoe 
told Prophet Sulaymaan (‘Alayhis salaam). “I found her 
and her people worshipping the sun instead of  
Allaah.” [Surat an-Naml 27:24]
Another way of turning away from Allaah and wor-
shipping Him is by being busy with worldly affairs. 
Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) made everything easy for 
them to the extent that they did not need to be oc-

cupied with anything except His worship.
b. They showed Batar, meaning they were ungrateful 

for Allaah’s blessings.
c. This feeling directly brings boredom of the blessing.

As soon as they became bored of the blessings, the 
people of Saba’ wished and asked for their removal. 
Of course this is not the attitude of a mindful person, 
but rather one who is ungrateful.

3  Dispersion and separation is a punishment from 
Allaah and one should avoid the causes of separa-

tion; on the other hand, being together as one group is 
a blessing.

4  Gratitude and being grateful to Allaah is a means 
of maintaining the blessing and repelling the pun-

ishment.

Whenever the Shaytaan whispers in your heart that you 
don’t need certain blessings, seek refuge with Allaah, 
especially when a feeling of Batar comes towards 

find water and fruit. They could take their noontime rest 
in one town, and stay overnight in another, according to 
their journey and needs. [Ibn Katheer]

Shaikh as-Sa’dee (Rahimahullaah) said: “Allaah (Subhaanahu wa 
Ta’aala) knew about their need to travel from Yemen to 
the blessed land – towns of San’aa; others said towns of 
Syria – and He (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) made the means by 
which they reached their destination easy and secure 
without fear, via towns easily seen and connected to one 
another.” Thus, their journey wasn’t difficult and there 
was no need to carry provisions. 

Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) said in verse 18:

   ڌ  ڌ  ڎ  ڎ  ڈ    ڈ  ڳ

“And We placed between them and the towns which 
We had blessed…” [34:18]

Mujaahid, al-Hasan and Sa’id ibn Jubair said this means 
the towns of Syria. Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbaas 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “The towns which We had bless-
ed by putting Jerusalem among them.” [At-Tabari]

ژ  ڑ   ڳ   

“Towns easy to be seen.” [34:18]

meaning clear and visible, known to the travelers, so 
they could take their noontime rest in one town and stay 
overnight in another.

ڑ  ک  کک  ڳ   

“and We determined between them the [distances of] 
journey.” [34:18]

i.e. We placed the intermediate settlements at calculated 
distances for the convenience of travelers, so they would 
not get lost, and made the stages of journey between 
them easy. We made it in a way that met the needs of 
the travelers:

ک  گ  گ  گ  گ  ڳ   

“Travel in them safely both by night and day.” [34:18]

meaning, those who travel in them would be safe both 
by night and by day.

This is out of Allaah’s perfect blessing upon them; that 
travelling was made easy for them.

[Note: This verse indicates that means of conveyance as 
well as security are blessings from Allaah (Subhaanahu wa 
Ta’aala).]

They did three things:
a. They turned away from worshipping Him Alone. 

[as in verse 34:16]
b. They turned away from giving thanks to Him for 

the blessings that He had bestowed upon them. 
They showed Batar (ungratefulness) towards the 
blessings.

c. They became bored of these blessings, to the extent 
that they said:

ڳ  ڳ  ڳ  ڱ  ڱ  ھ  

“But they said: ‘Our Lord! Lengthen the distance be-
tween our journeys.’” [34:19]

They failed to appreciate these blessings, as Ibn ‘Abbaas, 
Mujaahid, al-Hasan and others said: “They wanted to 
travel long distances through empty wilderness where 
they would have to carry provisions and travel through 
intense heat in a state of fear.” [Ibn Katheer]

Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) said: 

ڱ  ڱ  ھ  

“And they wronged themselves.” [34:19]

That was by their disbelief in Allaah and His blessings. 
Therefore, Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) punished them 
with the same blessings which had made them trans-
gress; by destroying these blessings. How? 

Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) sent the flood (of the dam).

ڤ  ڤ  ڤ  ڤ  ڃ  

“So We sent against them the flood released from the 
dam.” [34:16]

Some, including Ibn ‘Abbaas, Wahb ibn Munabbih, Qat-
adah and ad-Dahhaak said that when Allaah wanted to 
punish them by sending the flood upon them, He sent 
beasts from the earth to the dam, large rats which made 
a hole in it. [At-Tabari]

These beasts caused a break in the dam, so when the 
time of the floods came and floodwater hit the structure, 
it collapsed. Water rushed through the bottom of the val-
ley and destroyed everything in its path; all the gardens 
and trees were destroyed. Those beautiful, fruit-bearing 
trees were replaced with trees of no benefit.

How did the people of Saba’ lose these blessings?



1. Becoming bored of a blessing
He knows that he is enjoying the blessing of Allaah, 
and the people are competing for it, yet he becomes 
bored of it.

2. Not feeling that a blessing is actually a blessing
He needs to be reminded that he is living in bless-
ing.

3. When he receives the blessing he rejoices and be-
comes happy, and when he loses it he despairs or 
becomes desperate. This indicates that when he re-
ceives the blessing and becomes happy when the 
blessing remains with him, he may reach a state in 
which he does not feel this blessing because he is not 
content with his Lord. This indication should scare 
us. If a person is not content with his Lord unless He 
gives him some blessing, then if he receives a bless-
ing and it settles with him, he will be ungrateful re-
garding this blessing and will not appreciate it.

4. Greediness
Always looking to what others have or own (this is 
regarding worldly matters, not religious blessings).
One of the signs of ungratefulness is that the person 
will be continuously looking at what other people 

have. Why is this Batar? Because he is not pleased 
with what he has and all his life he is searching for 
something, more than what he has.
If there is anything that he does not have, he wants it, 
even if it is less than what he has. Allaah has granted 
him, but he does not like what he has. T his is Batar.

5. Being ungrateful regarding others people’s bless-
ing (this is a subtle form of Batar, which people are 
hardly aware of.)
He looks at people of whom Allaah withholds cer-
tain blessings (deficiency in a worldly matter) with 
sadness, thinking they are unfortunate and poor; 
they don’t have what he has of blessings, and these 
people really don’t know what they’re missing. He 
thinks that those who don’t have what he has are 
unhappy, and this is Batar because he does not con-
sider what others have as blessings.
He thinks he is blessed but those who do not have 
what he has are not really living, even though 
these people are grateful and satisfied with what  
Allaah has granted them. However, this person is 
not pleased with what Allaah has granted them. 
Thus he is ungrateful towards others’ blessings.

Other Forms of Batar  (Ungratefulness)

Recompense or punishment for Batar

a. The blessing itself will be taken away.
b. The blessing will be exchanged for something 

worse. After possessing something big, he will pos-
sess something despicable.

c. The person will become the talk of the town; his un-
gratefulness and Allaah’s punishment will serve as 
an example for people. This is one of the spiritual 
punishments.

d. His heart will be distracted and insecure after being 
safe and satisfied. All this will go and he will lose 
spiritual security as his punishment.
How many husbands were ungrateful for their 
wives and children, and Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) 
turned their lives into misery?

Remedies for Batar

1  Believing in Allaah and in the Hereafter
This belief is related to Shukr (gratitude) in three 

aspects: everyone who believes in the Hereafter believes 
that gratitude is fruitful, even if he does not see the im-
pact of his gratitude in this life. Although Allaah (Sub-
haanahu wa Ta’aala) promised to give His slaves the good 
consequence of their Shukr in this life, the greatest im-
pact of patience and gratitude will be attained in the 
Hereafter. But whoever is in doubt will ask, “Why (or 
for what) should I be patient?”

2  Belief in the Hereafter repels Batar. It will be said 
to everyone who has a blessing and shows un-

gratefulness, “The delight and enjoyment of this life is 
endless and will never satisfy you; you will be chasing 
this life all the time.” Every day and night, the ungrate-
ful person wants something other than what he has.

Everyone should know: “The real life is the life in the 
Hereafter.”

3  If a person knows he will be taken to account for 
all his blessings, he will fear that having more 

blessings will increase and prolong his reckoning on the 
Day of Resurrection.

Why do the poor enter Paradise before the rich? Because 
they have less than what the rich have, so their reckon-
ing will be quicker.

The person who knows he will be questioned about eve-
ry blessing is not eager to have more. He is satisfied with 
what he is granted.

your children, your house, your school, your books, 
your husband, etc. (There are children who wish for the 
death of their father or mother for worldly gain, inherit-
ance, etc...!)

5  The Messengers are truthful in what they said of 
news, and the recompense is truth as one can wit-

ness its examples in this life. [Tayseer Al-Kareem]

6  Mutarrif used to say: “How blessed is the grateful, 
patient servant; if he is given something, he gives 

thanks, and if he is tested, he bears it with patience.” 
[Muslim]

7  Regarding afflictions, people are divided into two 
categories:

• those whom Allaah afflicts (tries) with blessings
• those whom Allaah afflicts with distress or calami-

ties
The most difficult kind of affliction is affliction with 
blessings. This is because firstly, the owner of the bless-
ings forgets that Allaah is the Real Bestower and second-
ly, he thinks that the blessings belong to him.

This is exactly opposite to the one afflicted with calam-
ity. That person remains patient because he knows it is 
a trial and people around him help him to stay patient. 

However, the person afflicted with blessings is unaware 
that he is being tested with them, or he forgets and the 
people increase him in ungratefulness and Kufr. There-
fore, a trial through blessings becomes more difficult be-
cause of forgetfulness.

Batar has many meanings:
1. To strut or swagger
2. Lack of bearing (tolerating) the blessing
3. Perplexity or wonder
4. Transgressing in blessing

5. To hate something without it being deserving of that 
[Lisaan al-Arab]

Batar means: to have a feeling that the blessing belongs 
to one, and he owns it, it is under his power, and he may 
use it whenever he wants and in the way that he wants. 
He does not have the feeling that it is from Allaah, the 
real Bestower and that he should thank Allaah for it.

a  Al-Qurtubi said: “This worldly life is an abode 
of trials,” meaning this life is never perfect, there 

should be deficiencies such as problems with the hus-
band/wife, conflict with a friend, etc. What will this defi-
cient state do to a person? He will magnify it to an extent 
that he wishes for the removal of the blessing or he may 
invoke Allaah to remove the blessing, such as invoking 
Allaah to make divorce easy.

For example, when Allaah afflicts someone living in 
a Muslim country with a Fitnah or an affliction in his 
wealth, he decides to leave for a disbelieving country be-
cause he does not feel the blessing of being in a Muslim 
land.

b  Another form of Batar:
A person might receive the blessing of Allaah 

with a feeling that he doesn’t need it, or he doesn’t care 
whether he has it or not. These destructive feelings and 
words may ruin the person, because he has not received 
the blessing with acceptance and humility to Allaah.

One should know that Allaah did not give him that 
blessing except because He (Ta’ala) knows that he needs it 
and it is good for him, because He is the One Who dis-
poses the affairs of His creation. Therefore, one should 
receive blessings with a feeling of gratefulness and with 

a feeling that he needs it.

For example, when one grows old and looks back, he 
will realize the wisdom of Allaah in why he was not 
accepted by a particular college and yet He (Allaah) 
opened for him the gate of knowledge and so forth. He 
was initially looking at that situation as if it was defi-
cient. However, when he received everything with ac-
ceptance, abundant good came after it.

Just as throwing Yusuf (‘Alayhis salaam) in the well was the 
beginning of all the good for him.
Therefore, one should receive the blessings of Allaah 
with appreciation and gratefulness.

One of the worst cases of ungratefulness for the bless-
ings of Allaah is when Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) grants 
someone an offspring contrary to what he was hoping 
for. For example, he wants a boy and Allaah grants him 
a girl. He accepts the girl while holding her in contempt.

Or when students of knowledge show ungratefulness to 
lectures or lessons and they say they don’t need them, 
and Allaah deprives them of them.

Furthermore, the means of communication is a blessing 
from Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) and we should  thank 
Allaah for it, realising that through such means the reli-
gion is spread all over the world, through the internet, 
etc.

How does Batar (Ungratefulness) occur?

Batar



In another version, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) said, “Whoever enters Ramadaan (and comes out of it) 
without being forgiven, may Allaah keep him away (from 
His Mercy).” [Saheeh at-Targheeb No. 1678]

Meaning of “his nose be soiled with dust”: This is an in-
vocation against him with disgrace and humiliation. Of 
course, this invocation is opposite to invocating for him 
with honor and dignity.

Why did the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) invoke 
against such a person, though he is the Prophet of mer-
cy?
It is because Ramadaan is a great chance for forgiveness 
of sins and increase in faith, but many people receive it 
with a feeling of ungratefulness (no appreciation) – i.e. if 
this Ramadaan goes, I may benefit from the next one, and 
every time he wastes a chance for increasing his faith.

Every time one loses an opportunity for increasing his 
faith, he deserves to be disgraced.

If one takes advantage of this month and benefits from 
it, Allaah will honor him (elevate him in ranks) and if 
one did not benefit from the opportunity, Allaah will 
disgrace him.

The meaning of this Hadeeth agrees with the following 
Hadeeth in which the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said, “No one is perished (ruined) with Allaah except he 
who has ruined himself.” [Reported by Anas ibn Maalik 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)]

Meaning: Allaah gives chances to His creation to come 
close (draw nearer) to Him, to increase them in reward.

As He guaranteed to provide sustenance for their bodies 
(to strengthen them), similarly, He guaranteed to take 
care of their religion (to provide them with what will 
increase them in faith, or to guide them to it, etc.).

Allaah granted us the ability to reason, including 
obedience. We will be losers if we do not take advan-

tage of these chances to gain more good deeds.

What is the meaning of “No one is perished by Allaah 
except a person who ruined himself”?

It means that chances are presented frequently in Ram-
adaan for forgiveness, to get multiple rewards, etc.
Despite all these chances, there are people who will 
come out of the month without being forgiven. This 
means that he ruined himself by himself.

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that Allaah’s 
Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said, “When (the 
month of) Ramadaan begins, the gates of Paradise are 
opened, the gates of Hell are closed and the devils are 
chained.” [Al-Bukhaari]

The opening of the gates of Paradise indicates the abun-
dance of righteous deeds which are prescribed during 
these days. Therefore, Ramadaan is full of opportunities 
for performing good deeds and these good deeds are 
a means of entering Paradise. Allaah says in Surat an-
Nahl (16:32):

ٴۇ  ۋ  ۋ     ۅ  ۅ  ۉ  

“Enter Paradise for what you used to do.”

Whatever we do is considered the seed which will grow 
into seven ears with each ear bearing a hundred seeds 
and Allaah multiplies the reward of whomever He 
wills. You just bring the seed and Allaah will bring the 
great multiplication! So, when the gates of Paradise are 
opened, it means great gates have opened for the crea-
tion to draw near to Allaah. Whenever they benefit from 
these open gates, it will be a means for them to enter 
Paradise.

The gates of Hell are closed and that is because fewer 
sins are committed, which are a means of entering Hell.

An impact of understanding this Hadeeth is that  

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said, 
“Jibreel (‘Alayhis salaam) said, ‘May man’s nose be soiled with dust who entered the 
month of Ramadaan (and came out of it) without being forgiven.’ I said, ‘Aameen.’”

 [Reported on the authority of Anas ibn Maalik (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu), authenticated by Al-Albaani in Fadl as-Salat]
“رغم أنف امرء أدرك رمضان فلم ُيْغَفر له.”

QUESTION 4

Who were the 

people who were 

destroyed by a 

strong wind?

Allaah opens the breasts of the creation to perform good 
deeds, and constricts their hearts from sins and also their 
means, except for the one who transgresses, preferring 
the life of this world and surrendering to his evil desires.

The devils are chained, but the self remains, which is a 
persistent enjoiner of evil.

The reward of good deeds is multiplied during this 
month and this incites a person to perform more right-
eous deeds.

Three Lessons from this Hadeeth:

1  Whoever loses the chance of being forgiven in Ra-
madaan deserves to be disgraced. 

There is no disgrace in being a slave of Allaah because 
there is honor and dignity in being a slave to the Great 
King.

2  No one is ruined with Allaah, except the person 
who ruined himself by wasting frequent and great 

chances for increasing in good.
In Ramadaan, many gates of goodness will be opened 
which suits all people and their state, young and old, 
rich and poor, literate and illiterate etc.; through all the 
gates you can enter upon your Lord.

3  Ramadaan has many merits and virtues. That is 
why the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said this 

narration.

From among the greatest virtues of Ramadaan is the rev-
elation of the Qur’an.

Allaah sent down the Qur’an as a guidance for mankind 
to bring them out of darkness into light. 

Accordingly, the Qur’an is a means to increase in faith 
and to attain Taqwa.

Allaah said in Surat al-Anfaal (8:2):

ڦ  ڦ  ڦ  ڄ   ڄ  ڄ   ڃ  
“…and when His Verses (this Qur’an) are recited unto 

them, they (i.e. the Verses) increase their Faith;…”

Also Allaah said in Surat at-Tawbah (9:124):

ٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٹ  ٹ  ٹ  ٹ  ڤ  ڤ  ڤ   ڤڦ  ڦ  ڦ  
ڦ  ڄ  ڄ  ڄ  ڄ   ڃ  

“And whenever there comes down a Surah (chapter 
from the Qur’an), some of them (hypocrites) say: 

“Which of you has had his Faith increased by it?” As 
for those who believe, it has increased their Faith, and 

they rejoice.”

Faith will not increase unless one recites the Qur’an with 
understanding and Tadabbur.

Source:	“Ramadaan - means and goals” 
by	Shaikha	Anaheed	As	Simeeri



Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “The people will remain on the right path 
(continue to be in good) as long as they hasten the 
Iftaar (breaking the fast).” [Agreed upon]

• ‘The people’ in this case means those fasting 
among the Muslims, because even if the disbe-
lievers fast, their fast is not accepted because 
the condition of Islam is required for every act 
of worship.

• As long as one is absolutely sure that the sun has 
set, he must not delay in breaking his fast. This is 
because:

1. Delaying in breaking the fast is the practice of the 
Jews and the Christians.

2. Hastening towards what Allaah has made law-
ful after its prohibition is more beloved to Allaah. 
Making an act lawful after it had been prohibited is 
a great Grace from Allaah. Allaah loves when one 
hastens towards accepting these permissible acts. 
He who hastens to accept Allaah’s Grace is praise-
worthy.

• Those among the extremists who delay the Adhaan 
(call to prayer) for minutes after the sunset are 
doing something which is forbidden and they miss 
the good for themselves and others, and will fall 
into evil.

• Those who hasten the Iftaar (breaking the fast) 
will be in good and continue to be in good and the 
good will accompany them. The good here refers to 
the religious goodness which brings delight to the 
heart, not the worldly goodness.

• The most beloved slaves to Allaah are those who 
hasten in breaking their fast.

How do we know that the 
sun has set?

 ۞ When the disk of the sun disappears and its upper 
part is not seen, then the sun has set. (Even if light 
remains after the sunset.)

 ۞ Another sign is when the night appears from the 
east. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“When the night approaches from this side (i.e. the 
east) and the day retreats from that side (i.e. west) and 
the sun sets, then it is time for a person observing fast 
to break his fast.” [Agreed upon]

 ۞ In case of travelling: If the sun set while you 
were on land and then you travelled in an air-
plane and when the plane was high, you saw 
that the sun was still raised high, in this case, 
there will be no need to refrain from eating be-
cause you have already broken your fast accord-
ing to legal evidence. You should not fast twice. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 ۞ If one is in a closed room and cannot see the sunset: 
in this case, he should follow presumption (infer-
ence). For example, if he is in the habit, after he of-
fers the Asr prayer, to recite five parts of the Qur’an 
till the sun sets; if he does that, he can break his fast, 
if it is preponderant to him that the sun has set.

 ۞ Using a watch/clock is not absolutely precise, be-
cause the watch/clock could be slow or fast. There-
fore, one should take precaution.

Should one break his fast first and 
then offer the Maghrib prayer, or 

offer the Maghrib prayer and then 
break his fast?

Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “One should 
break his fast then offer the Maghrib prayer because, if 
he delays breaking the fast, he will be considered among 
those who delay breaking their fast.”

In conclusion
Delaying the Iftaar is a means of attaining evil and he 
who delays the Iftaar is considered from the innova-
tors who are in evil. Allaah loves His slaves to hasten 
towards accepting His permissions, because Allaah will 
keep them in good as long as they act upon that and will 
reward them for it.

Note: At-Tirmidhi reported a Hadeeth which indicates 
the merits of hastening the Iftaar: 
The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Allaah said: 
“The most beloved slave to me among my slaves is the 
one who hastens to break the fast.”’ [Reported by Ah-
mad and Al-Albaani said it is Da’ief]

• If the sun has set and you don’t have anything to 
break your fast with, it is enough to have the inten-
tion to break the fast in your heart.

Source:	Fat-h	Dhil	Jalaali	wal-Ikraam	bi	Sharh	Bulugh	al-Maraam,	by	Shaikh	Muhammad	ibn	Saalih	al-‘Uthaimeen.

Prophetic Medecine

Ibn Bishr al-Salmi and his brother (Radia-Allaahu ‹anhuma) narrated that Allaah’s Messenger 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) visited their houses, and they offered him butter and dates, 
which they knew he liked. [Sunan Abu Dawoud]

Butter is hot and moist in the first degree. It has numerous benefits, and acts as a de-
coctant and a solvent; it accelerates maturation of a swelling, and helps the healing 
of most kinds of recurrent swellings, including those of the gums (calcoid), the area 
adjacent to the bladder, the ear, and most swellings affecting women and teenage 
boys and girls.

Licking butter helps control expectoration of bloody discharge of the lungs. Butter is a 
general emollient, a palliative, and an aperient or a mild laxative, and it benefits con-
stipation, the nerves, recurrent hardening of abnormal fibrous tissue growth, or tu-
mor like induration (scleroma) caused by imbalance of the black bile and the phlegm.

Rubbing butter on the roots of infant›s teeth eases their growing. Butter also helps dry 
cough caused by cold symptoms and dry air, and helps cure skin infections seen on 
the faces of children as yellow, crusting, and infected patches, also known as impetigo. 
Butter weakens the appetite, which effect can be overcome by eating honey and dates 
with it, and this particularly helps the depraved appetite of the pregnant woman. 
Hence Allaah›s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) balanced butter with honey and 
dates as narrated in the above Prophetic tradition. 

Source: Natural Healing with the Medicine of the Prophet by 
Imam Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah  



Q1   What should a person do if he 
started fasting Ramadaan in 

one country and then he moved to an-
other country which had started fasting 
earlier?

A  He should break the fast with 
them even if he only fasted for 

28 days, because the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) said, “The Fitr is the day 
on which the people break the fast.” [As 
reported by At-Tirmidhi], and then he 
should make up the missed days.

Furthermore, when he intends 
to make up the missed days, he 
should consider the country which 
he has moved to. For example, if he 
moved to a country which started 
fasting 2 days after him, he should 
break his fast with them even if he 
fasted thirty one days because the 

month has not ended yet.

Similarly, if he moved from a country in 
which they fasted 30 days to a country 
in which they fasted 29 days, he should 
consider the second country because this 
is the time of Fitr (breaking the fast).

Some scholars said that if he fasted 30 
days and moved to a country which did 
not break their fast yet, then, he should 
break his fast secretly because it is not 
possible to increase the month by more 
than 30 days nor decrease it from 29 days. 
So they don’t oblige him to fast more than 
30 days but just to be away from doubt, it 
is better to follow the people in their fast 
and breaking the fast. 

However, if he fasted 30 days and on the 
night of ‘Eid he travelled to a country 
whose people were still fasting, he will 
not have to fast, because in his case Ram-
adaan finished and Shawwal started in his 
country before he departed it.

Q2 If one is making up a missed 
obligatory fast from the month 

of Ramadaan and he breaks his fast, is 
he considered a sinner?

A  The ruling is that whoever starts 
performing an obligatory act is 

forbidden to cut it off except for a rea-
son (genuine excuse), and whoever starts 
performing a voluntary act is permitted 

to cut it off except for Hajj and ‘Umrah. 
If he does that, then he is considered a 
sinner because, in these cases his action 
is like a vow. This is because Allaah (Ta’ala) 
called the rites of Hajj, vows in Surat al-
Hajj (22: 29):

  ھ  ھ  ے  ے   ۓ  ڭ

“Then let them complete their pre-
scribed duties (Manaasik of Hajj), and 

perform their vows …”

The exceptions are necessity, prevention 
or a condition which a person has set 
at the time of assuming the Ihraam, etc. 
Some scholars say that the voluntary fast 
should not be broken except for a genu-
ine need or welfare (interest), such as dif-
ficulty in continuing the fast due to ex-
treme hunger or thirst. As for welfare, an 
example is to break the fast to please the 
heart of a companion.

Q3 If a woman in child bed (post 
birth bleeding) could not fast 

the whole month of Ramadaan, and 
she became pure on the day of ‘Eid, and 
started making up the missed days of 
Ramadaan and continued fasting till 
Shawwal came to an end, after which 
she fasted the six days (i.e. in Dhul-
Qa’dah), will she get the reward that is 
restricted to fasting the 6 days of Shaw-
wal?

A  Yes, she will get the reward even 
if it is restricted to the fasting of 

six days of Shawwal, because she delayed 
the fasting of the six days of Shawwal 
for a reason. However, whoever delayed 
the fast of six days till Shawwal finished 
without a reason, then his making up will 
not be accepted because he delayed them 
purposely. Nevertheless, if he delayed 
them due to travel from the beginning of 
Shawwal till its end, and then he made up 
the six days, then this is permissible be-
cause it is a restricted act of worship with 
a particular time and he delayed it for a 
reason. Some scholars are of the opinion 
that he should not make it up because its 
time has already passed. 

Source:
Sharh	Bulugh	al-Maraam,	Book	of	fasting	by	
Shaikh	ibn	‘Uthaimeen.
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Fasting during a journey in Ram-

adaan is better than breaking the fast, 
as long as one does not feel exhausted 

due to exertion or finds it difficult to fast.

Abu ad-Dardaa’ (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated, “We set 
out during the month of Ramadaan with the Mes-
senger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) in intense 
heat such that one of us would place his hand over 
his head in order to protect himself against the ex-
cessive heat, and none among us was observing the 
fast, except the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) and ‘Abdullaah ibn Rawahah.” [Al-Bukhaari 
and Muslim]

Fasting is better for 
Four reasons

1. It is the Sunnah of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam). He used to fast while travelling, but he 
broke his fast when it was mentioned to him that 
people were facing hardship.

2. It is easier for a person to observe fasting with 
other people. When one makes up a missed 
fast (after Ramadaan), then this compensation 
(Qadaa’) may be difficult for him.

3. It makes one quicker in clearing one’s conscience 
(debt or liability) when he fasts with the com-
munity, because he is fasting at the appropriate 
time. However, if he breaks his fast he will have 
to make it up later, and he may show laziness till 
he reaches the next Ramadaan.

4. It is the month of Ramadaan which is the time of 
fasting.

These four aspects indicate that fasting during the 
journey is better and this is the most preponderant 
opinion.

There is the option for the one who 
observes fast, to break it while travelling

Hamzah ibn ‘Amr al-Aslami (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said to 
the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), “I find strength 
in me for fasting on a journey; is there a sin in doing 
so?” The Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) said, “It is a permission given by Allaah and whoev-
er acts upon it has done well (i.e. it is good for him), and 

Rulings Concernin

  Fasting While      

     Travelling

he who wished to fast would not be guilty of sin.” [Muslim]

This indicates that taking this type of concession is not 
obligatory, but if you take it, then that is more loved by 
Allaah.

• However, if observing fast while travelling is diffi-
cult, then it is disliked to fast.

• Moreover, if observing fast is extremely difficult to an 
extent that one may faint, then in this case, it becomes 
forbidden to fast.

This is because the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) re-
ferred to the people who do not break their fast despite 
difficulty as being disobedient:

Narrated Jabir (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu): Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) departed for Makkah in Ramadaan in 
the year of the Conquest. He fasted with the people (this 
indicates the preference of observing fasting while travel-
ling) till he came to Kura’ Al-Ghamim. He then called for 
a cup of water which he raised till the people looked at 
it and then he drank. (This is after he was told that the 
people were finding the fasting difficult and they were 
waiting to see what the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
would do, because he was their example (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam). Therefore, he called for a cup of water after ‘Asr 
prayer when only a little time remained before sunset. He 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) put it on his thigh while he was 
riding the she-camel and the people were watching him. 
Then he drank to affirm to the people that he had bro-
ken his fast. Accordingly, the people broke their fast 
and they were the majority). Afterward, he was told 



that some of the people had continued to fast, and he 
said, “Those are the disobedient ones, those are the disobe-
dient ones.” [Muslim]

This is because obedience calls for complete compliance 
with the instructions of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam). Those Companions of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) who obeyed him were under the impres-
sion that he had instructed them to break their fast out of 
mercy, love and pity for them, otherwise, his Compan-
ions (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhum) would never have done so.

Another Hadeeth indicates the dislike of 
observing fast if one finds it difficult to 

fast during a journey: 

Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that dur-
ing the course of a journey, the Messenger of Allaah (Sal-
la-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) saw a man whom people crowded 
around, providing him with shade. He asked, “What is 
wrong with him?” They said, “He is fasting,” whereupon 
the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said, 
“It is not righteousness that you fast while travelling.” 
[Al-Bukhaari and Muslim]

Based on the previous Hadeeth, the 
following rulings are concluded:

1. The permissibility of travelling during Ramadaan. 
Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) said in Surat al-Baqarah 
(2: 185), “And whoever is ill or on a journey, the 
same number [of days which one did not observe 
Saum (fasting) must be made up] from other days.”

2. If one intends by his journey to avoid fasting, i.e. he 
intentionally travels to avoid fasting, then his jour-
ney becomes forbidden and breaking the fast in his 
case also becomes forbidden. This is because he in-
tended to abandon an obligatory act. This is a type 

of deception (trick).
Another example of deception: a person who eats 
onion and its smell remains should not attend the 
congregational prayer, but if he intentionally eats 
onions to avoid attending the congregational prayer, 
in this case it is forbidden for him to eat onion.

3. It is permissible for the traveller to break his fast 
during the day, even if it is at the end of the day.

4. In addition, the duration of the journey is a matter 
of dispute.
Some people say it (the duration) must be four days 
or less for one to shorten the Salaat, while others say 
19 days.
There is no clear, authentic, direct, decisive evidence 
regarding the duration of the journey that enables 
one to shorten the Salaat or break the fast.
There are twenty different scholarly opinions on 
this single matter.
The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) stayed away 
from Madinah for different amounts of time and in 
all of them he was following the rulings of travel-
ling. Therefore, as long as one is travelling, he is con-
sidered a traveler.

5. Moreover, the Hadeeth indicates the permissibility 
of breaking the fast even if it is at the end of the day 
(even a quarter of an hour before Maghrib) provided 
that one is experiencing difficulty. Accordingly, it is 
forbidden to break the obligatory fast except for a 
reason. Hence, one is allowed to break a Nafl (vol-
untary) fast or any Nafl act of worship, except for 
Hajj and ‘Umrah.
For example, if one intends to travel in the afternoon, 
he should not break his fast, shorten the prayer or 
observe any other concessions of travelling until he 
departs from his country.
If a person goes for ‘Umrah during Ramadaan, ar-
riving in the day and he knows it will be difficult to 
perform ‘Umrah while fasting but he insists on fast-
ing, then this is wrong.

Q  Is it better for one to fast and delay the per-formance of ‘Umrah till after Maghrib, or to break the fast and perform ‘Umrah?

A  The second option: to break the fast and per-form ‘Umrah, because this is the Sunnah and attitude of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam): since you have gone for that purpose, you should not delay it.

Itbaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) called the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) to pray in his house so as to take it as a Musalla. He (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) prepared food and the next day after the sun rose high, the Messenger of  

Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and Abu Bakr (Radia-
Allaahu ‘anhu) came. Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) asked to enter and Itbaan gave him permis-sion. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) did not sit upon entering the house; rather, he asked Itbaan, “Where would you like me to offer Salaat (prayer)?”  So, he did not sit for a meal; he prayed first. [Al-Bukhaari]This indicates that one should hasten towards per-forming what one has come for.

Accordingly, whoever goes for ‘Umrah during Ram-adaan, it is better to break the fast and perform ‘Umrah if they experience difficulty. 

Q  What is the criterion for ‘dif-

ficulty’ during the journey?

A  It is to feel physically or spirit-

ually tired, such that one feels 

weakness in his body and cannot stand 

anything except retiring to the ground 

and his ‘self’ becomes so constricted 

that he cannot tolerate anything at all.

Q  What is the journey which enables one to take the 
concession? 

A  It is any journey which the person generally consid-
ers to be travelling. 

It is not restricted to a minimum number of miles or kilom-
eters.

In fact, restricting the journey by distance is impossible, 
because those who estimate travelling using miles or hand 
spans, etc., do they think that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) actually measured the distance?

For example, if a person is travelling with a group, and he 
has not reached a particular distance by twenty hand spans 
while the rest of the group has already passed that place, 
then shall he not shorten the Salaat or break his fast while 
they do? This cannot be.

If the difference between the distance and the traveller is 
a hair’s width (a very short distance), will those who find 
themselves short of the distance not be considered travelers 
while those who are beyond that distance are considered 
travellers? 

Shaikhul Islam ibn Taymiyyah (Rahimahullaah) said, “At the 
time of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), there were no 
people who used to measure the land with such measure-
ments.” Therefore, whatever is regarded as ‘travelling’ ac-
cording to people’s customs or conventions, then it is ‘trav-
elling.’

If there is a dispute and some people consider going from 
one place to another a journey while some others do not – 
what will you do in this case?

• Whoever considers it a journey, then he should follow 
the concessions of travelling (shortening the Salaat, 
breaking the fast, etc.) and whoever does not consider 
it a journey, then he should not take the concessions of 
travelling.

• This is similar to the case of someone who considers 
that eating camel’s meat nullifies the Wudu’ (ablution) 
while someone else does not consider that it nullifies 
the Wudu’.

• Also related is the case when two dispute regarding 
the direction of the Qiblah: one believes that the Qiblah 
is towards the left, the other one believes it that it is 
towards the right. Let each of them pray in the direc-
tion that he believes is the Qiblah.

This is a matter of dispute and Allaah will take the people 
to account, so do not deny the people. Moreover, there are 
disputes among the scholars in the matters of creed.

Therefore, regarding whatever is not precisely mentioned in 
the Book (Qur’an) and the Sunnah, we go to the convention.

Q  Can the traveler fast the voluntary fasts of Mondays, Thursdays and the three 
white days if it is not difficult for him?A  Yes, as long as he has the ability.

Q  Can the traveler offer the Raatibah[1]  prayer?

A  No, the traveler does not offer them 
while travelling. The three Raatibah are: the Raatibah of Dhuhurthe Raatibah of Maghribthe Raatibah of Isha’

If one comes to the Masjid, he can offer whatever 
prayer he wishes but not with the intention of 
the Raatibah. For example, he can offer Tahajjud, Qiyam, Duha 

prayer, Tahiyyatul-Masjid, the Sunnah of Tawaaf, 
etc.

Source: 

Fath-Dhil Jalaali  

Wal-Ikraam bi Sharh 

Bulugh al-Maraam, by 

Shaikh Muhammad ibn 

Saalih al-‘Uthaimeen.

[1]Raatibah: The Sunnah prayer which is regularly observed before and/ or after the obligatory five daily prayers.



Q  A woman is menstruating in the last ten days 
of Ramadaan. Is it still beneficial for her to 

get up in the last third of the night to make Du’aa as 
she cannot make Salaat?   

Answer: Of course, yes! Making Du’aa has nothing to 
do with the issue of menses. I mean, it is beneficial to 
make Du’aa in the (last) third of the night and it is open 
for the one who is in a state of ritual purity or ritual 
impurity. So, there is nothing wrong with that. And the 
woman in menses could also recite Qur’an from her 
memory, could make remembrances, all of that.

She can invoke Allaah with this Du’aa 

الْلُهمَّ ِإنََّك َعُفوٌّ ُتِبُّ اْلَعْفَو َفاْعُف َعن
“O Allaah! Verily, You are the Oft-Pardoning, You love to 

pardon, so pardon me.” 

She can give charity, and can do all good actions of wor-
ship except for the prayers and the fasting.

A comment regarding this answer for all the sisters: 
Those sisters who get their menses at this time should 
know that this is a matter prescribed by Allaah. They 
(women) should not feel saddened in any way! Why 
should they feel saddened even a little bit, when Allaah 
(Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) prescribed this matter upon them? 
This is a very important matter. They should not have 
any kind of objection whatsoever! She should not think 
that she is going to be deprived of anything that Allaah 
(Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) bestows of His favors because of 
this! He is the One Who commanded women to refrain 
from prayers and He is the One Who commanded them 
to refrain from fasting. Mercy be upon her! I hope that 

this Insha ‘Allaah is met with good understanding.

Q  A woman who cannot pray on these nights 
due to her menses; does that mean that she 

misses out on the reward for praying the night of Qa-
dar?

Answer: The answer is that she cannot pray due to a 
legal permit. So, she does the acts of worship permitted 
for her. She can recite the Qur’an from her memory; she 
may invoke Allaah on these nights, anticipating this 
night; she may give charity. She does what she is per-
mitted to do. And that’s why our Shaikh, Muhammad 
ibn Salih al-’Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) mentioned that the 
matter is not limited to the establishment of the prayers, 
but rather to all worship. 

Shaikh ibn ‘Uthaimeen, mentioned regarding women 
and reciting Qur’an and remembering Allaah during 
menses:

Case: During menses, it is not unlawful to celebrate  
Allaah’s praises (saying Takbeer, Tasbeeh, and Tahmeed), 
saying Bismillaah before acting upon something (eating, 
drinking, etc.), reading Hadeeth, Islamic discussions, in-
voking Allaah (Du’aa), and listening to the recitation of 
the Qur’an. It has been confirmed by ‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anha) that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to 
“lean on my lap and recite Qur’an while I was in men-
ses.” [Al-Bukhaari and Muslim]. Also, Umm ‘Atiyya 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) reported that she heard the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) saying: “The unmarried  young 
virgins and the mature girls who often stay screened or 
menstruating women should come out and participate in 
the good deeds as well as the religious gatherings of the 
faithful believers, but the menstruating women should 
keep away from the Musalla (praying place).” [Agreed 
upon Hadeeth in Saheeh al-Bukhaari (Arabic- English), 
v. 1, p. 192, Hadeeth # 321]

The recitation of the Qur’an by a 
menstruating woman

Shaikhul Islam ibn Taymiyyah said: “Basically, 
there is no Sunnah to prevent her from reciting 
Qur’an. The “Hadeeth” which says that a menstru-
ating woman and the one who is in state of Janna-
bah should not recite anything of the Qur’an, is a 
weak Hadeeth as agreed upon by the knowledge-
able scholars of Hadeeth. In fact, women at the time 
of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to 
have their monthly cycles of menses. Had the reci-
tation of Qur’an been prohibited for them (as is the 
case with Salaat), then the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) would have made it clear to his Ummah 
(Islamic community), and his wives would have 
known about it and they would have dissipated 
this knowledge to the people. However, because no 
one has related a prohibition by the Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) about this issue, then it cannot 
be made unlawful, especially when it is known that 
he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) did not prohibit it at 
the time when menses was very much present. Ac-
cordingly, recitation by the tongue is not Haraam 
(legally unlawful).” [Ibn Taymiyyah in Al-Fatawa 
(religious decrees)  v.26, p. 191]

Fasting  Menses at the time of  

Transcribed lecture of 
Dr. Saleh as-Saleh 

(Rahimahullaah)

Laylatul 
               
   Qadr

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to ask his Lord the love 
of the poor, saying:

“O Allaah I ask You the ability to do good, and to give up 
abomination, and the love of the poor; and to forgive me; to have 

mercy on me; and when You are going to afflict the people, take my soul 
without being afflicted.”

“O Allaah I ask You Your love and the love of him who loves You, and the love of a deed 
(a conduct) that will draw me nearer to Your love.”

He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) added: “They (the supplication) are truth. Learn them and 
recite them frequently.” 

[Reported by at-Tirmidhi and authenticated by al-Albaani in Saheeh Sunan at-Tirmidhi 3235]  



Q1 What kind of Shirk did the Prophet (Salla- 
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) fear most for his Ummah?

A “The thing I fear for you the most is Ash Shirk 
Al Asghar / Minor Shirk.”  The Companions 

asked “O Messenger of Allaah, what is minor Shirk?” 
He replied, ‘ar- Riyaa’ (showing off), for verily Allaah will 
say on the Day of Resurrection when people are receiving 
their rewards, “Go to those for whom you were showing 
off in the material world and see if you can find any re-
ward from them.” [Reported by Ahmad, at Tabarani and 
al Bayhaqi]

Q2 Unlike human beings, Allaah does every-
thing in a perfect way.  Allaah has complete 

perfection.  What is the name of Allaah that indicates 
His perfection?

A  Al-Hakeem

Q3 What is recommended to say when one en-
ters their home while it is empty?

A  ‘Abdullah Ibn ̀Umar said, “If one enters an unin-
habited (or empty) house, then let him say: 

   “As-salaamu àlainaa wa àlaa ìbaadillaahis-saaliheen 
(Peace be upon us and upon Allāh’s righteous slaves).” 

[Al-Adab Al-Mufrad, by Al-Bukhaaree 1055. Ibn Hajr 
ruled that its chain is Hasan (Fathul-Baaree 11/22); and 
in Saheeh Al-Adab Al-Mufrad, Al-Albaanee also ruled 
its chain Hasan]

Q4 Who were the 3 who spoke in infancy?

A
1. ‘Isa (‘Alayhis salaam) [Surah Maryam 19:30]
2. The infant of the People of the Ditch [Sahih Muslim 

vol 4, #7148 (Surah Buruj)
3. The infant who defended the pious man who was 

accused of adultery [Riyad Al Saliheen]

Q5 In which Surah and Ayahs are the character-
istics of the Ibaadur Rahman (the slaves of 

the Most beneficent) mentioned?

A  Surah Furqan [25:63-77]

Prophet Muhammad        said: 
“Seeking the Knowledge is obligatory for every Muslim.” 
                                           [Tirmidhi]
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“N
o one should travel for the purpose of visiting 

(any M
asjid) except three: al-M

asjid al-H
araam

 (in 
M

akkah), this M
asjid of m

ine (in M
adeenah) and al-

M
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 to
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.

The Prophet         said, “Send blessings upon m
e for your greeting w

ill reach m
e no m

att
er w

here you are.”
 [A
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D
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ood, authenticated by A

l-A
lbaani]

A
nd he (Salla-A

llaahu ‘alayhi w
a sallam

) said: “A
llaah has angels on earth w

ho travel around conveying to 
m

e the Salaam
s of m

y U
m

m
ah.” [A

hm
ad, A

n-N
asaa’i, authenticated by A

l-A
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M
uslim

 scholars are unanim
ously agreed

 that it is not perm
issible for anyone who

 
visits the Prophet’s grave to

 face it wh
ile he m

akes h
is prayers or supplications

.

It is also
 Bid

’ah to
 turn to

 face the grave of the Prophet from
 other 

parts of the m
asjid

 when one finishes a prayer
, or when enter

-

ing the m
asjid

, etc
.


