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“And they say: ‘There is nothing but our life of this world, we die and we 
live and nothing destroys us except the Dahr (time, i.e. day, year, month, 
etc.).’ And they have no knowledge of it, they only conjecture (assume).”

[Surat al-Jathiyah (45:24)]



 

Al-Muhajiroon means, and was initially designed and presented by revert sisters from the West, 
who had made Hijrah from the lands of Kufr to the Muslim lands for the sake of Allaah.

 
Hijrah also refers to the abandoning of sins - all that Allaah has declared unlawful, whether it be 

connected to the Rights of Allaah, or to the rights of individuals.
 

The Prophet         said, “The Muslim is the one who the Muslims are safe from—his tongue and his 
hand—the Muhaajir is the one who abandons that which Allaah has declared unlawful.” 

[Collected: al-Bukhaari (6484), Kitab al-Raqaaiq; al-Muslim (41), Kitab al-Imaan]
 

Al-Muhajiroon magazine stands for the migration from evil deeds, the abandoning of sins, and 
the migration to Allaah, Almighty, the Most High, through sure knowledge.

 
“Say (O Muhammad     ): ‘This is my way; I call to Allaah with sure knowledge, I and whoso-
ever follows me (also must invite others to Allaah) with sure knowledge.’” [Surat Yusuf 12: 108]

May the peace and blessings of Allaah, Almighty, be upon our beloved Prophet Muhammad      .

Our Da’wah is to return to the sublime Qur’an and the authentic 
Sunnah of the Prophet         and to comprehend them both ac-
cording to the understanding and way of the pious predeces-
sors (as-Salaf as-Saalih), may Allaah           be pleased with them 
all. We aim to act in accordance with the saying of Allaah: “O 
you who believe! Obey Allaah and obey the Messenger     , 
and those of you (Muslims) who are in authority. And if you 
differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allaah and 
His Messenger       if you believe in Allaah and in the Last 
Day. That is better and more suitable for final destination.” 
[Surat an-Nisa’ 4:59] 

Anas bin Maalik         narrated that the Prophet          said: 

“Facilitate things to people (concerning religious matters), and do not 
make it hard for them and give them good tidings and do not cause them 

aversion (from Islam).” 

[Al-Bukhaari]
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The Noble Name of  
Allaah Al-Awwal is men-
tioned once in Surat al-
Hadeed (57:3):

 ۈئ    ۈئ  ېئ  ېئ  ېئىئ  
ىئ  ىئ  ی  ی  ی   

“He is the First (nothing is before 
Him) and the Last (nothing is after 

Him), the Most High (nothing is above 
Him) and the Most Near (nothing is nearer 

than Him). And He is the All-Knower of 
everything.”

The Meaning of the Name

Al-Farraa’ said: “The statement of Allaah ‘He is the First’ 
means He is before everything and ‘the Last’ means af-
ter everything.” [Ma’aani al-Qur’an]

Ibn Jarir said: “He is the First before everything without 
limit, and the Last after everything without end.” This is 
because He was there and nothing existed except Him. 
And He will be there after all things perish, as He (Sub-
haanahu wa Ta’aala) says in Surat al-Qasas (28:88): 

 ڳ    ڳ  ڳ  ڳ  ڱڱ  ڱ    ڻ   
“Everything will perish save His Face.” 

[Jami’ul-Bayaan]

Az-Zajjaj said: “Attributing Allaah with being Al-Awwal 
means He precedes all the events by endless times. All 
things existed after Him; He (Ta’ala) preceded them all.” 
The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to say in his 
Du’aa (invocation):

“You are the First and nothing is before You, and You are 
the Last and nothing is after You.” [Tafseer al-Asmaa’]

Al-Haleemi said: “Al-Awwal is the First One, nothing is 
before Him; He is the Last One, whom nothing is after 
Him.”

Al-Baihaqi said: “Al-Awwal is the One Who has no ini-
tiation for His existence.” [Al-I’tiqaad]

The Impact of Believing 
in this Noble Name

The best explanation for this Name 
and the three Names that follow 
it [i.e. Al-Aakhir (the Last), Adh-
Dhaahir (the Most High) and Al-
Baatin (the Most Near)] is the ex-
planation given by the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) – who 
is the most knowledgeable per-
son amongst the creation of 
Allaah (Ta’ala) – Abu Hurairah 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that 
the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) used to command us: 
when anyone of us intends to go 
to sleep, he should lie in bed on 
his right and then say: “O Allaah, 
the Rabb of the heaven, the Rabb 

of the earth and the Rabb of the 
Magnificent Throne, our Rabb, and 

the Rabb of everything. The Splitter 
of the grain of corn and the fruit ker-

nel, the Revealer of the Taurat (Torah), 
Injeel (Gospel) and the Criterion (the 

Qur’an), I seek refuge in You from the evil 
of everything You shall seize by the forelock 

(You have perfect control over it). O Allaah, 
You are the First, there is none before You, and 

You are the Last and there is none after You. You 
are Supreme and there is nothing above You, You are 

the Knower of everything, there is nothing to bar You 
from anything. Remove the burden of debt from us and 
relieve us from want.” [Muslim]

Allaah (Ta’ala) is the First Whom nothing of the existing 
things is before Him, He advanced and preceded eve-
rything and nothing was with Him. It is reported on 
the authority of ‘Imran ibn Husain that he (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhu) narrated that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “There was nothing but Allaah, and His Throne was 
over the water, and He wrote everything in the Book (in 
the heaven) and created the heavens and the earth.” [Al-
Bukhaari and Ahmad]

At-Tahaawi said in his ‘Aqeedah: “He is Old without be-
ginning and eternal without end.” Ibn Abi Al-‘Ezz ex-
plained this statement saying: “Old without beginning 
and eternal without end is the meaning of Al-Awwal 
(the First) and Al-Aakhir (the Last).”

The knowledge about confirmation (affirmation) of 
these two attributes is fixed and established in the natu-
ral instinct. All that exists should end to Him (Who cre-
ated everything), in order to cut the series (sequence). 
We witness the occurrence (creation) of the animals, 

plants, etc. and the occurrences in the air of clouds, rain 
and so forth; all these occurrences were nonexistent 
and then they came into being, so their inexistence and 
end of their existence indicate that they did not exist by 
themselves, as Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat at-Tur (52:35):

ڤ  ڤ  ڤ    ڤ  ڦ  ڦ  ڦ  ڦ  ڄ  
“Were they created by nothing, or were they them-

selves the creators?”

Allaah (Ta’ala) says (which means): “Were they created 
without a creator or did they create themselves?”
It is known that the created thing does not bring itself 
into existence.” [Explanation of Al-Aqeedah At-Ta-
haawiyah]

Many people among the philosophers and some from 
among Ahl-as-Sunnah call Allaah - the Lord- with the 
word Al-Qadeem (the old) which is not one of Allaah’s 
Beautiful Names. Calling Him with the Name Al-Aw-
wal is more appropriate because it is approved in the 
Book (the Qur’an), the Sunnah and even the language.

Al-Qadeem (the old) in the Arabic language, which is 
the language of the Qur’an, means prior to anything 
else. It is said: “This is Qadeem for the ancient and this is 
Hadeeth for the new.” They (the Arabs) did not use this 
word (Qadeem) except for one who is before him, and 
not for he who has not been preceded with inexistence, 
as Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Ya-seen (36:39):

 ەئ  ەئ   وئ   وئ   ۇئ  ۇئ ۆئ  ۆئ  
“Until it (the moon) returns (appearing) like the old 

dried curved date stalk”

The old dried curved date stalk remains until the other 
dried curved date stalk appears. When the new one ap-
pears, the previous one is called Qadeem (old). Allaah 
(Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Ahqaaf (46:11):

  ى  ائ  ائ  ەئ   ەئ  وئ  وئ   ۇئ  ۇئ  

“And when they are not guided by it, they will say, 
‘This is Qadeem (an ancient) falsehood.’”

i.e. advanced or preceded in time.

Therefore, many of the predecessors and successors like 
Ibn Hazm denied naming Allaah (Ta’ala) with this name. 
[Sharh al-Aqeedah At-Tahaawiyah]

The correct and right thing is to exchange this name 
(Qadeem) with Al-Awwal which is quoted in the Qur’an 
and Sunnah.



In Surat al-Jathiyah (45:24), Allaah (Ta’ala) mentions the creed of Ad-Dahriyyah and 
the Arab idolaters who embraced this creed, denying the Resurrection:

ڤ  ڤ  ڤ   ڦ      ڦ  ڦ   ڦ  ڄ  ڄ  ڄ      ڄ  ڃڃ  ڃ  ڃ  چ  چ   چچ  ڇ     ڇ  ڇ   ڇ  ڍ 

“And they say: ‘There is nothing but our life of this world, we 
die and we live and nothing destroys us except the Dahr (time, 
i.e. day, year, month, etc.).’ And they have no knowledge of it, 

they only conjecture (assume).”

They say that there is only this life; some people die while others are born, with-
out Resurrection or Judgment. This was the creed of Arab idolaters who denied 
Resurrection, as well as the creed of the atheist philosophers among them who 
denied the creation and Resurrection. This was also the statement of atheist phi-
losophers who denied the Creator and thought that the world would return to 
its original form once every thirty-six thousand years, when everything would 
restart its life-cycle again! They claimed that this cycle would be repeated for 
infinity, thus contradicting sound reason and the Divine Revelation. They said: 
“And nothing destroys us except Ad-Dahr (time).” Allaah the Exalted said in re-
ply: “And they have no knowledge of it, they only presume.” They speculate and 
guess. [Tafseer Ibn Katheer]

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “During the time of Jahiliyyah, when afflic-
tions and catastrophes struck, the Arabs used to curse time, saying, ‘Woe to Ad-
Dahr (time),’ because they used to ascribe that which afflicted them of calamities 
and harm to time. They used to blame Ad-Dahr for such incidents. They used 
to say they were destroyed by time, and that they were annihilated by time. So, 
when they ascribed that which afflicted them of calamities to time,  they used to 
curse Dahr. Surely, it is Allaah, the Exalted and Most Honored Who causes these 
(and all) things to happen. This is why when they cursed Dahr, it was as if they 
were cursing Allaah Himself, since truthfully, He causes all incidents to happen. 
Therefore, abusing Ad-Dahr was prohibited due to this consideration, for it was 
Allaah whom they meant by abusing Ad-Dahr - as we said – they accused Allaah 
of causing (distressful) incidents.” [Tafseer Ibn Katheer]

  ڄ  ڄ      ڄ  ڃڃ
       “Nothing destroys us except the Time.”

In his interpretation of this verse, Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “The 
Mushrikeen were saying that there is no Hereafter, denying the Resurrection, but 
some of us die and others are born, thus one dies and is buried, the other one is 
born and lives.

This Noble Name is mentioned 
once in the Noble Qur’an in 
Surat al-Hadeed (57:3):

ۈئ    ۈئ  ېئ  ېئ  
ېئىئ  ىئ  ىئ  ی  

ی  ی   

“He is the First 
(nothing is before 
Him) and the Last 
(nothing is after 
Him), the Most 

High (nothing is 
above Him) and the 

Most Near (noth-
ing is nearer than 

Him). And He is the 
All-Knower of every-

thing.”

The Meaning of 
the Name with 

regards 
Allaah (Ta’ala)

Az-Zajjaj said: “Al-Aakhir (the Last) is behind 
everything and remains after everything.” [Tafseer al-
Asmaa’]

Al-Khattabi said: “Al-Aakhir is the One Who remains af-
ter the creation perishes and it does not mean the one 
who has no end; similarly Al-Awwal does not mean 
the one who has no beginning. He is Al-Awwal and Al-
Aakhir and not because He is first and last.” [Sha’n ad-
Du’aa]

Al-Baihaqi said: “Al-Aakhir is the eternal (whose exist-
ence has no end).” [Al-I’tiqaad]

The impact of belief in the 
Names of Allaah Al-Awwal 

and Al-Aakhir

Shaikh Abdur-Razzaq al-Badr said: “Knowing Allaah 
as being the First, which nothing is before Him and His 
Grace and Benevolence precedes all the means, requires 
one to single Him out with humility and resort to Him 
and not to turn to anyone else or rely on anyone else 
except Him. Knowledge about Allaah being the First re-

quires one to devoid oneself from attachment to the 
means and not to turn the hearts to them.

Belief in the Name Al-Awwal requires one to be attached 
to the One from Whom the aids and preparation are 
sought and Whose Grace precedes all the means [He is 
the One Who brings the means into existence].

Knowing Allaah as being the Last requires one to make 
Him the utmost goal that one should seek and no one 
else. All requests and hopes end with Him; no goal is 
sought after Him. Also, the belief in Allaah Al-Aakhir 
causes one to not feel at rest towards the means, because 
for sure they will perish one day and only Allaah the 
Eternal will remain after them.

Attaching the heart to the means is attaching to what 
will perish and finish, whereas attaching to Al-Aakhir 
is attaching to the Ever-Living Who never dies and the 
Eternal, Who will never perish [He is the One Who will 
benefit you with the means].” [Fiqhul-Asmaa’]

Sources:

An-Nahj al-Asmaa’ by Shaikh Muhammad an-Najdi
Fiq-hul-Asmaa’ by Shaikh Abdurazaq al-Badr



Is it true that Allaah 
has qualified 
HIMSELF and 

creation with the 
same attributes?

QUESTION 1

i.e., that our destruction was not by Allaah’s Command 
and Decree, but because of old age for those who lived 
long and because of sickness and grief for those who 
died young. They are called Dahriyyah.” [Al-Qawl al-
Mufeed]

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that Allaah’s 
Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Allaah said: 
‘The son of Adam hurts (annoys) Me (by doing some-
thing which He is not pleased with), for he abuses 
“Dahr” (time) [to say may Allaah not bless this day on 
which this happened], though I am the Dahr (Time)1 ; in 
My Hands are all things, and I cause the revolution of 
day and night.’” [Al-Bukhaari]

In another narration, he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“Do not curse Ad-Dahr (time), for Allaah is Ad-Dahr.” 
[Muslim]

The meaning of this Hadeeth is that whatever is occur-
ring during the time of good and evil is by Allaah’s 
Will and His disposal of affairs. It is by His Knowledge 
and Wisdom, and no one shares this matter with Him. 
Whatever He wills, will happen, and whatever He wills 
not, will not happen; therefore, one should thank Him 
in both cases, think good of Him and return to Him in 
repentance and Inaabah, as He (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-
A’raaf (7:168):

ہ  ہ   ہ  ھ  ھ  ھ 
“And We tested them with good (times) and bad that 

perhaps they would return (to obedience).”

Also Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Anbiyaa’ (21:35):

ی  جئ  حئ  مئىئ  يئ  جب  حب   

“And We test you with evil and with good as trial; and 
to Us you will be returned.”

This Hadeeth affirms annoyance (Adhaa) for Allaah, 
therefore we should affirm it for Him, because He (Ta’ala) 
affirmed it for Himself. However, it is not like the an-
noyance of the creature, because He (Ta’ala) says in Surat 
ash-Shuraa (42:11):

ٺ  ٿٿٿ   ٿ     ٹ  ٹ  ٹ  
“There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-

Hearer, the All-Seer.”

Accordingly, we attribute Him with this attribute in a 

way that suits His Majesty.

In addition, it should be taken into consideration that 
the Dahr is not one of Allaah’s Names when He said: 
“I am the Dahr,” because Allaah’s Names are Husna, 
i.e. have reached the utmost in their beauty and imply 
beautiful attributes and meanings, while Ad-Dahr is an 
impassive name (i.e. does not bear any meaning except 
that it is a name for time and does not imply a beautiful 
attribute).

New forms of abusing 
the Dahr

Attributing the actions to the time is a common and 
widespread practice (in different forms) nowadays. A 
Muslim needs to beware of such actions as one can eas-
ily fall prey to this type of philosophical thinking (of the 
Dahriyyah) without even being aware of it.

An example of a new form of Dahriyyah is what they 
call the program of prolonging life (program of diets). 
They say, “Look at the Japanese. Their average life span 
is 85 years. Why? Not because Allaah has decreed that 
for them. It is because of their food and diet regimen.“

They are forgetting the statement of the Prophet (Salla- 
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) who said: “The average age (lifespan) 
of my Ummah is between sixty to seventy (years).” [Sa-
heeh Ibn Maajah no. 3433]

They claim that the reason behind our early death is be-
cause we do not eat well. They claim that our diet regi-
men prolongs life and also causes death. This is a new 
form of abusing the Dahr.

For instance, nowadays wheat germ is being used as a 
natural remedy for many health problems (especially in 
women). There are some people who claim that these 
means have the power to heal and prolong life. The fact 
is, Allaah is the One Who makes these means beneficial. 
Allaah is the One Who prolongs our life and causes our 
death.

The right belief
Allaah is testing us with these means to see whether our 
hearts will turn to other than Him, or we believe that:

They are subjected by Allaah for us.
They will not be beneficial without Allaah’s permission.

One should not feel at rest with them to the extent that 
they make one feel that he does not need Allaah.  This 
person does not invoke Allaah to benefit him by them 
and at the end, attributes the blessing to them (instead 
of Allaah).

 Abusing the time is of three 
categories

1  Describing the time with a certain description as 
mere information (news), without putting blame 

on it or condemning it, such as to say “a hot day”, or “a 
dusty day”; the evidence is Surat Hud (11:77):

ڱ   ں  ں  ڻ 

“This is a distressful day.”

It is permissible to say: “We became tired because of the 
intense heat (or we are suffering from the severe cold) 
today” and so forth. The person is describing his condi-
tion at that time and not the time itself. Similarly, saying, 
“This is a difficult time or a sad month is permissible.”

It is also like the words of Allaah in Surat al-Qamar 
(54:19):

  ھ  ے  ے   ۓ  ۓ  ڭ  ڭ    ڭ  ڭ  ۇ
“Verily, We sent against them a furious and violent 

wind on a day of evil omen and continuous calamity.”

There are similar verses which describe hardships and 
distress but are not intended to abuse the day or criticize 
it.

Ibn al-Qayyim (Rahimahullaah) said: “No doubt the days 
on which Allaah sent His punishment against His en-
emies and the enemies of His Messengers were days of 
evil omen for them, because the evil omen befell them, 
even though these were the days that were good for His 
believing close friends. So they were days of bad for-
tune for the disbelievers and days of good fortune for 
the believers. This is like the Day of Resurrection. It will 
be hard for the disbelievers and a day of evil omen for 
them; but it will be easy for the believers and a day of 
joy for them. Mujaahid said: “Days of evil omen” mean 
bad fortune… With regard to good and bad fortune, 
good fortune is connected to good deeds that are pleas-
ing to the Lord, and bad fortune is connected to deeds 
that contradict what the Messengers brought. One day 
may be a day of good fortune for some people and a 
day of bad fortune for others, as the day of Badr was a 
day of good fortune for the believers and a day of bad 
fortune for the disbelievers.”[End quote. Miftaah Dar al-
Sa‘aadah, 2/194]

2  Abusing the time by believing that it is the doer 
(or the cause of the event) or believing that the 

time turns good to evil and alternates between good and 
evil, i.e. attributing actions to the time, is major Shirk. 
This is because one believes that there is another creator 
besides Allaah who causes events to take place.

3  Abusing the time, not because of believing that it 
is the doer, but because of the bad things that hap-

pened indicates that one’s Tawheed is diminished. This 
person believes that Allaah is the One Who causes the 
incidents. He abuses/curses the time because the matter 
that he disliked happened in that time. This is forbidden 
because it is contrary to the patience that is required.  
Allaah is the One Who disposes the time and makes in 
it whatever He wills of good or evil. Therefore, abusing 
the time in fact goes back to Allaah (Azza wa Jall).  

Hence, Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) for-
bade cursing the wind (when one sees that which one 
dislikes) because it goes back to offending Allaah be-
cause Allaah is the One Who directs the wind however 
He wills. It is directed by His Command.
 
Both Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) and Shaikh 
Saalih Aal-Shaikh (Hafidhahullaah) said that it is Haraam 
(forbidden) to abuse or curse the wind.

One should not object to Allaah’s Decree; rather, one 
should submit to the Decreed Command of Allaah as 
well as His Legal Command, because these creations 
have no power to do anything except with Allaah’s per-
mission.

References:

- Fath al-Majeed by Shaikh Abdur-Rahman Aal-Shaikh
-  Al-Qawl al-Mufeed by Shaikh Muhammad Ibn Saalih al-‘Uthaimeen

-  Kitaab at-Tawheed by Shaikh Saalih Aal-Shaikh
-  Explanation of Book of Tawheed by Anaaheed as-Semeeri

-  Tafsir Ibn Katheer

1.  i.e. I am the Creator of time, and I manage the affairs of all creation, including time. One should not attribute anything, whether 
cheerful or disastrous, to time, for everything is in the Hands of Allaah, and only He is the Disposer of everything.



It is reported in Saheeh Muslim that the Proph-
et (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “A strong believer 
is better and is dearer (more beloved) to Allaah 
than a weak believer, and there is good in both. 
Cherish (be keen) or adhere to that which gives 
you benefit (in the Hereafter) and seek help 
from Allaah and do not lose heart (or refrain 
from taking action). If anything (in the form 
of trouble) comes to you, don’t say: ‘If I had 
not done that, such and such would not 
have happened,’ but say: ‘Allaah has fore-
ordained, and He does whatever He wills,‘ 
for ‘if’ opens the gate for the Satan.” 
[Muslim, Book of Destiny]

Commentary

1  The strong believer is strong in his Eeman 
(Faith), not in his physical body. 

2  Goodness is acknowledged in the weak as 
well as the strong, because real Faith is a 

common feature in both.

 3  The one who is stronger however, is better 
with Allaah for the reason that he is more ac-

tive and energetic in the matters of noble deeds and 
performance of ritual prayers, obligatory as well as 
voluntary. Also, Allaah’s love is related to the per-
formance of acts of nearness to Him, i.e. as much as 
the slave takes the means of nearness to Allaah, that 

much Allaah’s love for him will increase.

4  The Hadeeth emphasizes that in case of trouble, one should exercise patience and show submission 
and obedience rather than saying “if” and “but” about it, because it provides the Satan with a chance to 

mislead the sufferer.
“Be keen (adhere) to that which will benefit you” is a comprehensive advice from the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) for his Ummah (followers). The mindful person is the one who accepts the advice of the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and tries his best to take care of what benefits him. 

5  His (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) statement: “That which gives you benefit” includes everything 
that benefits in one’s worldly affairs and his religion. If the religious benefit conflicts with 

the worldly benefit, then give preference to the religious benefit, because if the religion is re-
formed then the worldly affairs will be reformed accordingly.

6  This statement also implies when two beneficial matters conflict with each an-
other. In this case one should give precedence to whatever gives more benefit.

For example, when keeping relations with a brother and an uncle who are both in 
need: If you are unable to help them both at the same time, you should give prece-
dence to the brother because his relationship is more preferable and more beneficial.

Similarly, if there are two mosques which are both far but one has a larger congre-
gation than the other, then give precedence to the one with the larger congrega-
tion because it is better (benefits more people).

However, in case of prohibitions, if the person is forced to commit a prohibited 
matter, and avoiding it causes him to commit another prohibition, in this case 
he commits the least harmful or the least sinful matter.

For example, eating the meat of a dead donkey or a dead camel is unlawful 
(because they are dead). But in the case of necessity, one is allowed to eat the 
flesh of dead camel, because basically it is lawful to eat and the prohibition 
that happened is due to death, while the donkey originally is unlawful to 
eat and it increases in harmfulness (malignance) by death. Therefore, one 
chooses eating the camel over the donkey. 

His (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) statement: “Seek help from Allaah” indicates that 
one will not be able to do good or adhere to beneficial matters and keep away 
from prohibitions, except with the help of Allaah (Ta’ala).

People may be deceived by their strength and ability to perform good deeds, 
such that they forget to seek help from Allaah. Therefore, the Prophet (Salla- 

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) advised us to seek help, even when performing small 
deeds.

7  His statement: ”Do not lose heart and refrain” means, continue perform-
ing the deed and never delay it or lose heart saying, “The way is long and 

requires much effort.” As long as you decided in the beginning to carry out what 
is beneficial for you and sought help and started it, then do not lose heart.

For example, a student of knowledge who starts studying a certain book which is 
beneficial to him gets bored and leaves the book for another book after one week 

or a month. This student sought help and was keen, and he adhered to that which 
benefited him, but he lost heart (became disheartened), thereby discontinuing and 

abandoning the deed. 

It is from the guidance of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) that he used to start with 
the most important issue which he set out to do (i.e., which he was headed to).

Al-Bukhaari reported (in the Book of Salaat) that: ‘Itban ibn Maalik (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
said to the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam): “O Allaah’s Messenger! I wish you would 

Hadeeth 
The Strong 
Believer is 
Dearer to 
Allaah…



come to my house and offer Salaat (prayer) in it so that 
I could take that place as a Musalla (appointed place for 
Salaat).” Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “If Allaah wills, I will do so.” The next day after the 
sun rose high, Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) and Abu Bakr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) came and Allaah’s 
Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) asked for permis-
sion (to enter). He did not sit upon entering the house 
but said to ‘Itban: “Where would you like me to offer Sa-
laat?” ‘Itban pointed to a place in his house. So Allaah’s 
Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) stood there and 
offered the Salaat; then he sat to have the meal which 
was prepared for him.” This indicates that the person 
should start with the most important matter for which 
he moved, in order not to waste his effort.

8  When the Muslims were afflicted with some dif-
ficulty, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) told 

them not to say: “If I had not done that, such and such 
would not have happened.” Instead he taught them to say: 
“Allaah did what He has ordained.” 

Hence, when you are keen and take advantage of that 
which benefits you and you seek help from Allaah (Ta’ala) 
but the matter occurs in a way contrary to what you ex-
pected or what you wanted, or something happens to 
you, in this case don’t say, “If I had not done that, such 
and such would not have happened.”

This is because what happened was beyond your con-
trol. You did what would benefit you; however, Allaah 
(Ta’ala) has full power and control over His Affairs, as He 
(Ta’ala) says in Surat Yusuf (12:21):

ائ  ەئ  ەئ    وئ  وئ  ۇئ  ۇئ  ۆئ    ۆئ  ۈئ  
“And Allaah has full power and control over His  

Affairs, but most of men know not.”

e.g., a man went to perform ‘Umrah. On the way, his car 
broke down, so he returned and said: “If I had taken 
the other car, it would have been better and I would not 
have been troubled or delayed.”

The Hadeeth indicates that he should not say this, be-
cause he has already worked hard and put in effort and 
if Allaah had willed for him to perform ‘Umrah, He 
(Ta’ala) would have made it easy for him, but Allaah (Ta’ala) 
did not will that. Therefore, if the man did his best and 
made every effort that he was able to do and then the 
matters went contrary to what he willed, at that time he 
should entrust his affair to Allaah (Ta’ala), because he did 
what he could, and he should surrender to the Qadar 
(Decree) and be pleased with it.

Ibn Taymiyyah (Rahimahullaah) said: “One should not lose 
heart from carrying out a command nor be discon-
tented with something that was already decreed. 

Some people join between these two evils.” 

He (Rahimahullaah) also said: “Enjoining patience and 
forbidding losing hope can be found in many places 
throughout the Glorious Qur’an and the Sunnah of 
Prophet Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). This is 
because one is swayed between two things: First, he 
should be keen to do something he is ordered to carry 
out and he should do it seeking Allaah’s Aid, and never 
lose heart. Second, whenever he is afflicted with some-
thing beyond his control; he should be patient and not 
lose heart.” 

Ibn Taymiyyah also said: “Man is not entitled to ques-
tion the Divine Decree when he is ordered to do some-
thing, or when he is afflicted with something which is 
beyond his control. So, when one is afflicted with any 
hardship, he should show patience and remain satisfied. 
Allaah, the Almighty says in His Glorious Qur’an: 

“No calamity befalls, but by the Leave [i.e. Decision 
and Qadar (Divine Pre-ordainment)] of Allaah, and 
whosoever believes in Allaah, He guides his heart 

[to the true Faith with certainty, i.e. what has befallen 
him was already written for him by Allaah from the 
Qadar (Divine Pre-ordainment)] and Allaah is All-
Knower of everything.” [Surat at-Taghabun: 64:11]

 And,

“No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves 
but it is inscribed in the Book of Decrees (Al-Lauh 

Al-Mahfudh) before We bring it into existence. Verily, 
that is easy for Allaah.” [Surat al-Hadeed: 57:22]

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) clearly showed 
us the wisdom behind saying that when he (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “for ’if’ opens the gate for the Satan.” 
This means ‘if’ will open the gate of evil whispers, grief, 
sorrow and anxieties for you, until you say, “If I had 
done such and such, such and such would not have hap-
pened.”

Don’t say these words, especially after the matter has al-
ready finished and you are not able to change what has 
already befallen you. This matter has already been writ-
ten in the Preserved Tablet (Al-Lawh Al-Mahfoudh) be-
fore the creation of the heavens and the earth by 50,000 
years, and the matter will be as it was written no matter 
what you do.

So when you asked Allaah for the means to perform 
a deed and He gave them to you and you kept asking 
Allaah to benefit you by these means and give you the 
good results that you desire:

 ۞ If the results were according to what you wished, 
then you must practice the ‘Ebadah of Gratitude.

 ۞ If the results were contrary to what you wished, 
then you must practice the ‘Ebadah of Patience.

Weak belief in the Qadaa’ and Qadar (Pre-ordainment 
Decree) affects the faith of the person and makes him 
forget that Allaah has decreed everything and that if 
the matter has been written for him he will get it (it will 
never miss him).

Therefore, the Hadeeth started with:

“A strong believer is more beloved and dearer to Allaah 
than a weak believer.”

Before the occurrence of the pre-ordained decree, you 
find a weak believer weak in being keen or taking ad-
vantage of what benefits him, and his seeking help is 
weak and he loses heart quickly (he shows laziness).

Moreover, after the occurrence of the pre-ordained de-
cree, he does not believe in the Qadar. This is a kind of 
failure which indicates weak faith.

Therefore, he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) instructed us to 
say:

Qaddara-Allaahu wa maa Shaa’a Fa’al

“Allaah has foreordained, and He does whatever He wills.”
This means that what has already happened is from  
Allaah’s Pre-ordainment and Decree, and whatever 
Allaah wills He does, as He (Ta’ala) says in Surat Hud 
(11:107):

 ۈئ  ېئ  ېئ  ېئ  ىئ      ىئ  
“Verily, your Lord is the Doer of whatsoever He in-

tends (or wills).”

No one is able to stop Him to do whatever He wills in 
His dominion. Whatsoever He wills, He does it. The 
slave may rely on his effort and forget that everything is 
related to the Will of Allaah.

9  Bear in mind that Allaah (Ta’ala) does not do any-
thing without wisdom and this wisdom could be 

hidden from us or be apparent. The evidence for this is 
His Statement in Surat al-Insan (76:30):

 ڃ  ڃ  چ   چ  چ  چڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڇڍ  ڍ  ڌ   

“But you cannot will, unless Allaah wills. Verily  
Allaah is Ever All-Knowing, All-Wise.”

Allaah (Ta’ala) mentions that His Will is joined with wis-
dom and knowledge. How many times does a person 
hate what has befallen him and at the end it becomes 
good for him, as He (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Baqarah 

(2:216):

پ  پ  ڀ   ڀ  ڀ  ڀ  ٺٺ    ڤ  

“And it may be that you dislike a thing which is good 
for you.”

Many incidents have happened that prove this verse.

Many years ago, an airplane took off from Riyadh to Jed-
dah with more than 300 passengers on board. One of 
the passengers had already booked for this journey but 
while he was waiting for the departure, he fell asleep. 
The call for the flight was announced and all the passen-
gers entered the plane and the gate was closed. The man 
woke up from his sleep after the gate had been closed, 
and he was very upset that he had missed the flight. 
Then Allaah decreed (by His Wisdom) for the plane to 
be burnt with its passengers. Glory be to Allaah; how 
He detained this man.  Although the man hated that he 
missed the flight, it was good for him.

Therefore, if you have done your utmost and sought 
help from Allaah, and then the matter occurred contrary 
to what you planned, don’t regret or say: “If I had not 
done that, such and such would not have happened.” 
You should just submit to Allaah’s Command, and say: 
“Qaddara-Allaah wa maa Shaa’a Fa’al” [Allaah has fore-
ordained and He has done whatever He willed].

This Hadeeth signifies belief in Qadaa’ and Qadar.

There are some people who take this Hadeeth or this 
statement: “Allaah has foreordained and He has done 
whatsoever He willed,” as an excuse to commit sins. 

Before committing the sin, remember: don’t take the 
Qadaa’ and Qadar as an excuse to commit sins by claim-
ing that Allaah has decreed upon you to commit this sin 
or to persist in committing sins, because the Prophet (Sal-
la-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ”Take advantage and adhere 
to that which benefits you; seek help from Allaah and don’t 
lose heart.”

After the sin has been committed, remember: whatever 
had happened or took place was by Allaah’s Qadar. In 
this case don’t be disheartened (lose heart), but return to 
Allaah in repentance.

Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “Taking the 
Qadar as an excuse should have its proper place. Take 
for example, what happened when the Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) entered upon ‘Ali (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
and Fatima (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) while they were sleeping. 
He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) asked them: ‘Why did you 
not wake up and offer the night prayers?’ ‘Ali (Radia-
Allaahu ‘anhu) said: ‘O Messenger of Allaah! Our souls 
are in Allaah’s Hand, if He had willed for us to wake 



About twenty years before the start of the Prophet’s mission, which is about 
the middle of the sixth century CE, an Arab named Sinaan ibn Malik (from 
the Bani Nameer) governed the city of al-Ubbalah on behalf of the Persian 

emperor. The city, which is now part of Basrah, lay on the banks of the 
Euphrates River in Iraq. Sinaan lived in a luxurious palace on the banks 

of the river. He had several children and was particularly fond of one of 
them who was then barely five years old. His name was Suhayb. Suhayb 

was blond and fair-complexioned. He was active and alert and gave much 
pleasure to his father. 

One day Suhayb’s mother (from the Bani Tameem) took him and some 
members of her household to a village called ath-Thaaniy for a picnic. What 

was to be a relaxing and enjoyable day turned out to be a terrifying experi-
ence that was to change the course of young Suhayb’s life forever. 

That day, the village of ath-Thaaniy was attacked by a raiding party of Byzan-
tine soldiers. The guards accompanying the picnic party were overwhelmed 

and killed. All possessions were seized and a large number of people were 
taken prisoner; among them was Suhayb ibn Sinaan. 

Suhayb was taken to one of the slave markets of the Byzantine Empire, the 
capital of which was Constantinople, there to be sold. Thereafter he passed 

from the hands of one slave master to another. His fate was no different from 
thousands of other slaves who filled the houses, palaces and castles of Byzan-
tine rulers and aristocrats.

Suhayb spent his boyhood and his youth as a slave. He stayed in Byzantine 
lands for about twenty years, which gave him the opportunity to get a rare 

knowledge and understanding of the Byzantine Empire and society. In the 
palaces of the aristocracy, he saw with his own eyes the injustices and the 

corruption of Byzantine life. He detested that society and later would say to 
himself: 

“A society like this can only be purified by a deluge.”

Suhayb of course grew up speaking Greek, the language of the Byzantine Em-
pire. He practically forgot Arabic. But he never forgot that he was a son of the 

desert. He longed for the day when he would be free again to join his people. 
At the first opportunity Suhayb escaped from bondage and headed straight for 
Makkah, which was a place of refuge or asylum. There people called him Su-

hayb “ar-Rumi” or “the Byzantine” because of his peculiarly heavy speech and 
his blond hair. He became the halif (ally) of one of the aristocrats of Makkah, 

‘Abdullah ibn Jud’aan. He engaged in trade and prospered. In fact, he became 
quite rich.

up, we would wake up.’ The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) came out while hitting his thigh and saying: ‘But, 
man is even more quarrelsome (argumentative) than any-
thing.’ [18:54]

The plea (excuse) of ‘Ali (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was in its right 
place, because the sleeping person is not blamed for 
abandoning anything because he did not abandon the 
Qiyam (the night prayer) willingly while he was awake. 
So here taking the Qadar as an excuse is correct, because 
the matter is not in his hands; if Allaah wills he will 
wake up.

However, taking the Qadar as an excuse to commit sins 
or persist in committing sins is Haraam (forbidden). 
Many do that in order to repel the blame from their 
selves. Take for example the excuse of the Mushrikeen 
(the polytheists), when Allaah (Ta’ala) said regarding 
them in Surat al-An’aam (6:148):

 ٺ  ٺ  ٺ     ٿ   ٿ  ٿ  ٿ  ٹ  ٹ  ٹ  ٹ  
ڤ  ڤ  ڤڤ   ڦ  ڦ       ڦ  ڦ  ڄ    ڄ  ڄ  

ڄڃ   ڃ  ڃ  ڃ  چ  چ  چ  چڇ  ڇ    ڇ  ڇ       
ڍ  ڍ  ڌ  ڌ  ڎ  ڎ  

“Those who took partners (in worship) with Allaah 
will say: ‘If Allaah had willed, we would not have 

taken partners (in worship) with Him, nor would our 
fathers, and we would not have forbidden anything 

(against His Will).’
Likewise belied those who were before them, (they 

argued falsely with Allaah’s Messenger), till they tast-
ed Our Wrath. Say ‘Have you any knowledge (proof) 

that you can produce before us? Verily, you follow 
nothing but guess and you do nothing but lie.’” 

However, if it happens that Shirk is committed, then this 
is by Allaah’s Will. Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-An’aam 
(6:106-107):

 ڑ  ڑ  ک  ک   ک  کگ  گ  گ  گ   ڳڳ  ڳ  ڳ   
ڱ  ڱ  ڱ  ڱ  ں  ں  ڻڻ  

“Follow what has been revealed to you [O Muham-
mad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)] from your Lord, Laa il-
aaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped 

but He) and turn aside from the Mushrikeen (the 
polytheists, pagan, idolaters and disbelievers in the 
Oneness of Allaah). Had Allaah willed, they would 

not have taken others besides Him in worship.”

Accordingly, taking Qadar as a plea or excuse to commit 
a sin or continue in committing sins is forbidden.

For example, when you tell someone to come and 
offer the Salaat in congregation, and he answers: ‘If 

Allaah willed to guide me, I would pray.’ This is not cor-
rect.

Similarly when you advise someone to quit smoking, 
and he says: ‘If Allaah willed to guide me, I would quit.’ 
He is taking the Qadar as an excuse to continue and per-
sist in committing the sin.

However, if one committed wrong and then returned to 
Allaah in repentance and remorse, he can say, ‘This mat-
ter was decreed for me, and I ask Allaah’s forgiveness 
and return to Him in repentance.’  This is the correct at-
titude. It is right taking the excuse of Qadar after one’s 
repentance. There is no objection to that.” [Riyadh as Sa-
liheen by Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen]

All the maters of life should be dealt 
with in two ways

1  Before the occurrence of the decreed matter, you 
take three means:

a. Be keen and adhere to that which is beneficial to you
b. Seek help from Allaah
c. Don’t refrain and lose heart

2  If the matter occurred contrary to what you 
planned, don’t discuss the reasons but straight 

away say: “Qaddara-Allaah wa maa Shaa’ Fa’al”; after-
wards you can discuss the reasons for failure or the neg-
ative side or positive side of the problem.

Suhayb 
         ar-Roomi 

What are the 
two types of  

Fasting?

QUESTION 2



Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) described the place in his 
house in Makkah where he had left the money, and they 
allowed him to go.

He set off as quickly as he could for Madinah, cherishing 
the prospect of being with the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) and of having the freedom to worship Allaah in 
peace. On his way to Madinah, whenever he felt tired, 
the thought of meeting the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) sustained him and he proceeded with increased 
determination. When Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) reached 
Quba, just outside Madinah where the Prophet (Salla- 
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)  himself alighted after his Hijrah, the 
Prophet saw him approaching. He was overjoyed and 
greeted Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) with beaming smiles.
“Your transaction has been fruitful, O Abu Yahya. Your 
transaction has been fruitful.” He repeated this three 
times. Suhayb’s face beamed with happiness as he said: 
“By Allaah, no one has come before me to you, Messen-
ger of Allaah, and only JibriI could have told you about 
this.” [Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah by IbnKatheer]

Yes indeed! Suhayb’s transaction was fruitful. Revela-
tion from on high affirmed the truth of this:

“And there is a type of man who gives his life to earn 
the pleasure of Allaah. And Allaah is full of kindness 

to His servants.” [Surat al-Baqarah, 2:207]

Ibn ‘Abbaas, Anas, Sa’eid ibn Musayyib, Abu ‘Uthmaan 
an-Nahdi, Ikrimah and several other scholars said that 
this verse was revealed about Suhayb ibn Sinaan ar-
Roomi. When Suhayb became a Muslim in Makkah and 
intended to migrate to Madinah, the people (Quraish) 
prevented him from migrating with his money. They 
said that if he forfeits his property, he is free to migrate. 
He abandoned his money and preferred to migrate, and 
this verse was revealed about him.

Some of his odorous characters
What is money and what is gold and what is the en-
tire world so long as faith remains! The Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) loved Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) a gr 
eat deal. He was commended by the Prophet (Salla- 
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and is described as preceding the 
Byzantines to Islam. In addition to his piety and so-
briety, Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was also light-hearted 
at times and had a good sense of humor. One day the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) saw him eating dates. 
He noticed that Suhayb had an infection in one eye and 
he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said to him laughingly:
“Do you eat ripe dates while you have an infection in one 
eye?” “What’s wrong?” replied Suhayb, “I am eating it 
with the other eye.” [Ibn Sa’d in at-Tabaqaat]

Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was also known for his gener-
osity. He used to give his entire stipend from the public 

treasury fisabeelillah (in the Cause of Allaah), to help the 
poor and those in distress. He was a good example of 
the Quranic verse: “He gives food for the love of Allaah 
to the needy, the orphan and the captive.” So generous 
was he that ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) once remarked:
“Why is your nickname Abu Yahya and you have no 
sons, and you say that you are from the Arabs while you 
are from the Romans, and I have seen you giving out 
so much food that you appear to be too extravagant?” 
Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) replied: “The Messenger (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) nicknamed me Abu Yahya. As for 
your statement about my lineage and claiming that I 
am an Arab: I am a man from Bani Nimer ibn Qaasit in 
Mosil (in Iraq), but I was taken captive by the Byzan-
tines when I was a young boy. As for feeding the people 
and being excessive in that matter, this is because  I have 
heard the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
say: ‘The best of you is the one who gives out food.’” [At-
Tabaqaat al-Kubra]

His Jihad in the Cause of Allaah
Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was one of the prominent 
(foremost) Companions who participated in the battle 
of Badr.

Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) used to talk about himself say-
ing: “Never did the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
witness any event except I was present with him, nor 
did he make any pledge but I was present at it. He never 
went on an expedition (in the beginning or end) except 
that I participated in it; and I was either on his right side 
or his left. If the Companions feared (an enemy) from be-
fore them, I was in front of them, and if they feared (an 
enemy) from behind them, I was behind them. I would 
not allow the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) to be between one and the enemy until he (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) passed away.” [Sifaat as-Safwah]

His standing (position) with Allaah         
and His Messenger     

Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) had a great position in the self 
of the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), i.e 
he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) held Suhayb in high esteem. 
He (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was always next to the Messenger 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), never dropping behind him. 
He was one of the foremost to embrace Islam and he 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was ever keen to attain the pleasure of 
the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).The Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to look at Suhayb and the weak 
Companions with honor and dignity. These Compan-
ions were better than the disbelieving chieftains. [Rijal 
Mubasharoon bil-Jannah] 

His Islaam
Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was waiting for the appearance 
of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), especially after 
hearing one of the Christian priests telling one of his 
masters: “A time has come when a prophet will come out 
from Makkah in the Arabian Peninsula, attesting to the 
Messengership of Jesus (‘Alayhis Salaam), the son of Mary, 
who will bring people out of the darkness to light.”
Hence, Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) remained looking for-
ward to the blessing of Islam.

One day he returned to Makkah from one of his trad-
ing journeys and he was told that Muhammad the son 
of ‘Abdullah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) had begun calling 
people to believe in Allaah Alone, commanding them to 
be just and to do good works and prohibiting them from 
shameful and reprehensible deeds. He immediately en-
quired as to who Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
was and where he stayed. He was told:
“(He stays) in the house of al-Arqam ibn abi al-Arqam. 
Be careful, however, that no Quraish sees you. If they see 
you they would do the most terrible things to you. You 
are a stranger here and there is no bond of ‘asabiyyah 
(zeal) to protect you, neither have you any clan to help 
you.” 
Suhayb went cautiously to the house of al-Arqam. At the 
door he found ‘Ammaar ibn Yaasir (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu), the 
young son of a Yemeni father who was known to him. 
He hesitated for a moment then went up to ‘Ammaar 
and said: 
“What do you want (here), ‘Ammaar?”
 “Rather, what do you want here’?” countered ‘Ammaar.
 “I want to go to this man and hear directly from him 
what he is saying.”
“I also want to do that.” 
“Then let us enter together, ala barakatillaah (with the 
blessings of Allaah).” 
Suhayb and ‘Ammaar entered and listened to what Mu-
hammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was saying. They 
were both readily convinced as to the truth of his mes-
sage. The light of faith entered their hearts. At this meet-
ing they pledged fealty to the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam), declaring that there is no god but Allaah and 
that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah. They spent 
the entire day in the company of the noble Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). At night, under the cover of dark-
ness, they left the house of al-Arqam, their hearts aglow 
with the light of faith and their faces beaming with hap-
piness. [Suwar min Hayat as-Sahaabah]

Endurance of harm in the 
Cause of Allaah

Then the familiar pattern of events followed. The idola-
trous Quraish learnt about Suhayb’s acceptance of 
Islam and began harassing and persecuting him. 

Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) bore his share of the persecu-
tion in the same way as Bilal, ‘Ammaar and his mother 
Sumayyah, Khabbaab and many others who professed 
Islam. The punishment was inhuman and severe but Su-
hayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) bore it all with a patient and cou-
rageous heart because he knew that the path to Jannah is 
paved with thorns and difficulties. The teachings of the 
noble Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) had instilled in 
him and other Companions a rare strength and courage.

The blessed emigration
When the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) gave per-
mission for his followers to migrate to Madinah, Suhayb 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) resolved to go in the company of the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and Abu Bakr (Radia-
Allaahu ‘anhu). The Quraish, however, found out about his 
intention and foiled his plans. They placed guards over 
him to prevent him from leaving and taking his wealth 
with him, the gold and the silver, which he had acquired 
through trade.

After the departure of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) and Abu Bakr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu), Suhayb continued 
to bide his time, waiting for an opportunity to join them. 
He remained unsuccessful; the eyes of his guards were 
ever alert and watchful. The only way out was to resort 
to a stratagem. 

One cold night, Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) pretended he 
had some stomach problems and went out repeatedly as 
if responding to the call of nature. His captors said one 
to another: “Don’t worry. Al-Laat and al-Uzza are keep-
ing him busy with his stomach.”

They became relaxed and sleep got the better of them. 
Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) quietly slipped out as if he was 
going to the toilet. He armed himself, got ready a mount 
and headed in the direction of Madinah. 

When his captors awoke, they realized with a start that 
Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was gone. They got horses 
ready and set out in hot pursuit and eventually caught 
up with him. Seeing them approach, Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhu) clambered up a hill. Holding his bow and arrow at 
the ready, he shouted: 
“Men of Quraish! You know, by Allaah, that I am one 
of the best archers and my aim is unerring. By Allaah, 
if you come near me, with each arrow I have, I shall kill 
one of you. Then I shall strike with my sword.”
A Quraish spokesman responded: “By Allaah, we shall 
not let you escape from us with your life and money. 
You came to Makkah weak and poor and you have ac-
quired what you have acquired..”
“What would you say if I leave you my wealth?” inter-
rupted Suhayb. “Would you get out of my way?”
 “Yes,” they agreed.



 Giving false testimony is
 
1.  Testifying that the matter is contrary to what a per-

son knows to be true, or  
2..  Testifying without any knowledge of the matter, or 
3. Testifying what a person knows about a matter but 

in a form different from the facts (i.e. by twisting the 
facts). 

 
Examples for case 1: 
 
Testifying for someone, that he owes a person such-and-
such an amount, knowing that he (i.e. the person he is 
testifying for) is a liar. This is false testimony, like testi-
fying that someone is poor and is deserving of Zakat, 
while knowing that he is rich.  
 
Another example is testifying to the government for 
someone regarding how many family members he has, 
i.e. either stating more or fewer in order to get certain 
benefits, while knowing that this is a lie. 
 
Examples for cases 2 and 3: 
 
Sometimes people do not verify the truth well or they 
speak in generalities such that they give the impres-
sion to who they are speaking, that they know the truth. 
Sometimes they do not know the person (who they are 
testifying for) very well, yet they praise or dispraise 
him/her. For example, they are sure that a particular girl 
is not suitable for marriage, but because they know the 
girl very well and they want her to get married, they will 
witness in her favor; or they will witness for someone 
else, that he is qualified for a job while in fact he is not, 
etc. 

Allaah and His Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
warned us against all these forms of false testimony and 

statements, which condemns the person who says them 
as having committed a major sin. 
 
All these forms are forbidden. One should only testify 
with what he knows to be the truth.  
 
A person might think that he is benefiting his brother by 
giving false testimony, but in doing so he has wronged 
himself and his brother. 

He has wronged himself because he has committed a 
major sin and he has wronged his brother because he 
has helped his brother obtain what he does not lawfully 
deserve. 

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Help your 
brother, whether he is an oppressor or he is an oppressed 
one.” The people asked: “O Allaah’s Messenger! It is all 
right to help him if he is oppressed, but how should we 
help him if he is the oppressor?” 
The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “By prevent-
ing him from oppressing others.” [Al-Bukhaari] 
 
The evidence for the prohibition of giving false testimo-
ny is Allaah’s statement in Surat al-Hajj (22:30): 
 

 ى   ائ  ائ  ەئ  ەئ  وئ  
وئ  ۇئ   

 
“So avoid the uncleanliness of idols and avoid false 

statement.” 
 
The example for false statement is giving false testi-
mony. Allaah (Ta’ala) linked false testimony with the un-
cleanliness (detestation/abomination) of idols, i.e. with 
Shirk, to signify the gravity of giving false testimony. 
  

The evidence for that:

A’idh ibn ‘Amr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) reported: Abu Sufyan 
came to Salmaan and Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhum) in the 
presence of a group of people. They said: “By Allaah, the 
swords of Allaah did not reach the neck of the enemy of 
Allaah as it should.” Then Abu Bakr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
said: “Do you say this to the old man of the Quraish and 
their chief?” Then he went to the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) and informed him of this. The Prophet (Sal-
la-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Abu Bakr, perhaps you have 
annoyed them, and if you annoyed them, you have in fact 
annoyed your Rabb.” So Abu Bakr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) went 
back to them and said: “O my brothers, have I annoyed 
you?” They said: “No, our brother, may Allaah forgive 
you!” [Muslim]

His status in the hearts of the 
Sahaabah

The Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) passed away 
when he was pleased with Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu). 
During the Caliphate of Abu Bakr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu), Su-
hayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was a man of Islam (a staunch be-
liever) who fought the Shirk and the apostates; always 
persevering for Islam and Muslims.

Suhayb’s (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) piety and his standing among 
Muslims was so high that he was selected by ‘Umar ibn 
al-Khattaab (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) to lead the Muslims in the 
period between his death and the choosing of his suc-
cessor.

As he lie dying after he was stabbed by a Magian, Abu 
Lu’lu’, while leading the Fajr Salaat, ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhu) summoned six of the Companions: ‘Uthmaan, ‘Ali, 
Talhah, az-Zubayr, ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf, and Sa’d 
ibn Abi Waqqas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhum). He did not appoint 
anyone of them as his successor, because if he had done 
so according to one report “there would have been for 
a short time, two Khalifahs looking at each other.” He 
instructed the six to consult among themselves and with 
the Muslims for three days and choose a successor, and 
then he said:

“Wa-l yusalli bi-n nas Suhayb - Let Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhu) lead the people in Salaat.” In the period when there 
was no Khalifah, Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was given the 
responsibility and the honor of leading the Salaat and of 
being, in other words, the head of the Muslim commu-
nity. Suhayb’s appointment by ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
showed how well people from a wide variety of back-
grounds were integrated and honored in the community 
of Islam.

The time of departure
Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) continued his life in Jihad; con-
tinuously performing good deeds, striving in the Cause 
of Allaah with his self and wealth, seeking the pleasure 
of Allaah (Ta’ala), till he became seventy years old. He 
continued until he saw that Allaah (Ta’ala) had honored 
His soldiers and supported His religion, giving it vic-
tory. He saw that Allaah  perfected His blessing upon 
the believers, and that the fortress of disbelief had been 
destroyed; and further, the fortress of oppression in the 
Persian and Roman countries had been destroyed. The 
word of Tawheed was pronounced in all the earth. Su-
hayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) felt satisfaction in his inner self 
and was pleased with the Triumph that was attained by 
the Muslims.

He (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) deserted the Fitnah (that happened 
between the Companions) and stayed engaged in his 
own affairs.

After a long life full of sacrifice, Suhayb (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
passed away in Madinah on Shawwal 38 A.H. 

May Allaah be pleased with him and all of the Compan-
ions.

Source: 
Companions of the Prophet by Abdul Wahid Hamid

As-haab ar-Rasool by Mahmood al-Masri

Name some of  the 
varying faces of  life 

from the lessons 
learnt in the story of  

Yusuf          . .

QUESTION 3



Q  A sale was made without witnesses and 
the seller denies it. Is it permissible to 

add the names of two witnesses to the contract?
 The first party sold a piece of land to the second
 party and wrote a contract for him, but no one
 witnessed it. The second party paid a large sum
of money on deposit. Then the first party de-
 nied the transaction. The lawyer for the second
 party said that there have to be two witnesses
 to the contract in order for it to be possible for
 the land to be handed over. Is it permissible for
 two witnesses to sign this contract even though
 they were not present when the transaction was
 done, but they are certain that the transaction
?took place

A  Praise be to Allaah 

If the contract was done without witnesses, as 
stated, then it is not permissible for anyone to 
add one or two witnesses to it, because this is ly-
ing and false witness. The presence of a witness’s 
name on the contract means that he was present 
when it was done and he witnessed the proposal 
and acceptance. If that did not happen, then af-
firming it now is false witness and lying. The fact 
that the witnesses are certain that the transaction 
took place does not make it permissible to add 
their testimony to a contract at which they were 
not present. 

The person who has been wronged has to strive to 
take his rights in the way prescribed in Sharee’ah, 
without lying or fabricating. 

What has been narrated concerning giving false 
witness is no secret. Al-Bukhaari (5976) and Mus-
lim (87) narrated that Abu Bakrah (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhu) said that the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu 
’alayhi wa sallam) said: “Shall I not tell you of the worst 
of major sins?” – three times – “Associating others 
with Allaah, disobeying one’s parents, and bearing 
false witness – or false speech.” The Messenger of 
Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ’alayhi wa sallam) was lying down, 
then he sat up and kept repeating it until we said: 
“Would that he might fall silent” (because they 
felt compassion for him because of the fervor with 
which he spoke the words, and they feared that he 
might exhaust himself). 

We ask Allaah to keep us safe and sound.

And Allaah knows best.
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QUESTION 4

Allaah (Ta’ala) also says in Surat al-Furqan (25:72): 
 

   ک  ک  ک    ک   گ  گ  گ      گ  ڳ  ڳ
“And those who do not witness falsehood…” 

 
Allaah praises them because they do not give false testi-
mony. This  causes them to be praised even more for not 
giving false statements. 
 
Praising those who avoid giving false testimony indi-
cates that giving false testimony is considered harmful 
and blameworthy.

Abu Bakrah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that Allaah’s 
Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “’Shall I not 
inform you of one of the gravest of the major sins?’  We 
said: ‘Yes, O Allaah’s Messenger!’  
He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘To join others as part-
ners with Allaah in worship and to be undutiful to one’s 
parents.’  

Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) sat up from 
his reclining position (in order to stress the importance 
of what he was going to say) and added: ‘I warn you 
against making a false statement and giving false testimo-
ny. I warn you against making a false statement and giving 
false testimony.’ Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) kept on repeating this (warning) till we wished he 
should stop.” [Al-Bukhaari and Muslim]  
 
The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) magnified the mat-
ter of giving false testimony because it occurs frequent-
ly and amply and many people do not give it any heed. 
He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) also drew attention to its 
gravity when he talked about Shirk and being undutiful 
to one’s parents. 

He mentioned it while he was reclining, then he sat up 
to draw attention to the great importance of the next 
matter, and he repeatedly mentioned, “Giving false tes-
timony” till the Companions wished that he would stop. 
Hence, anyone who has given false testimony should 
repent to Allaah because it comprises wronging oneself 
and wronging the one who he testified for.   
 
Ibn Mas’ood (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Messen-
ger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “If anyone 
takes an oath, and by that oath, appropriates a property be-
longing to a Muslim without any legitimate right, Allaah 
will be angry with him when He meets him on the Day of 
Resurrection.” Then the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) recited: 
 

  ەئ   وئ  وئ  ۇئ  ۇئ  ۆئ  ۆئ ۈئ  ۈئ  ېئ     ېئ
     ېئ  ىئ  ىئ   مب

“Indeed, those who exchange the covenant of Allaah 
and their (own) oath for a small price will have no 

share in the Hereafter.” 
[Aal-Imran 3:77] [Al-Bukhaari and Muslim] 

 
Abu Umamah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Mes-
senger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Whoever 
appropriates the rights of a Muslim illegitimately, Allaah 
will be angry with him when he meets Him.” In another 
version it relates, “Allaah will condemn him to the Hell-
Fire and will deprive him of Paradise.” A man asked: “O 
Allaah’s Messenger, even if is something insignificant?” 
He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) replied: “Even if it were a 
stick from an Arak tree.” [Muslim] 
 
Imaam Adh-Dhahabi (Rahimahullaah) said: “The one who 
witnesses falsehood has committed several great sins: 
The first is telling lies. Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Ghaafir 
(40:28):

“Verily Allaah guides not one who is a Mushrik (who 
commits great sins, an oppressor, transgressor, poly-

theist, etc.), a liar!”  
 
The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The believ-
er’s heart gets used to anything but not to treachery or ly-
ing.” [Authenticated by al-Albaani in Al-Imaan by Ibn 
Abi Shaibah no. 81] 
 
The second is that he was unjust to the one which the 
false witness was against that caused the other one to 
take his money, honor, or soul.  
 
The third is that he has done an injustice to the one 
who he witnessed for because in that case he gave him 
forbidden money and Hell-Fire will be his (the other 
person’s) abode. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “Whoever I gave judgment in favor of him to take an 
amount from his brother’s money with no just cause (ac-
cording to evidence I have) must not take it, for I gave him 
but a piece of fire.” [Al-Bukhaari]  
 
The fourth is that he (the one who witnessed falsehood) 
made lawful what Allaah (Ta’ala) has forbidden of money, 
honor, or blood. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “The whole of a Muslim for another Muslim is invio-
lable; his money, blood and honor.” [Muslim] 
 

Source: 
    Sharh Riyad-us-Saliheen by Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen                
 Kitaab al-Kabaa’ir by Imaam adh-Dhahabi 



Ruling on Doctors giving Sick 
Notes to employees
Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullah) was asked in 
al-Liqa’ al-Shahri (7/question no. 4):

Q  Is it permissible for a doctor to give anyone a 
sick note – especially for employees – when 

the person may not really need that note, and the doc-
tor has not examined this person? Is the doctor sinning 
if he gives the patient a sick note that allows him more 
time off than he deserves? 

A  He replied: 
In the Saheehain it is narrated from Abu Bakr (Ra-

dia-Allaahu ‘anhu)  that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ’alayhi wa sallam)  
said: “Shall I not tell you of the greatest of major sins?” 
They said: “Yes, O Messenger of Allaah.” He said: “As-
sociation of others with Allaah, disobedience towards one’s 
parents” – at that time he was reclining, but he sat up 
and said: “And false speech and false witness.” 

Hence, if the doctor gives a person a sick note when he is 
not sick, then this is undoubtedly false speech and false 
witness, and he is sinning and has committed one of the 
worst of major sins. Similarly, the one who takes leave 
on the basis of this sick note is sinning and lying to his 
employers, and he is consuming wealth unlawfully, be-
cause he is taking the salary that he gets during this sick 

leave unlawfully. The same applies if he gives him more 
than he needs, such as if he needs three days sick leave 
and he gives him four days. This is Haraam and a major 
sin. 

In fact, the more a person thinks about these matters, the 
more he will wonder how a Muslim can do such a thing. 
Are we not all Muslims? Doesn’t the religion of Islam 
forbid that? Doesn’t pure reason, aside from faith and 
Islam, disapprove of that? The answer is yes, but unfor-
tunately Muslims do this, and it is a disgrace for every 
Muslim. Now some foolish people are saying that the 
Kuffaar (disbelivers) are more sincere than the Muslims 
and more honest than the Muslims and more loyal than 
the Muslims. This may be true in some cases, but we say 
to this person: The religion of Islam is more perfect than 
any other religion, and the path of Islam is better than any 
other path, and the law of Islam is superior to any other 
law. The problem is with the followers of Islam, not with 
Islam itself. So long as a man regards himself as a Mus-
lim and feels proud of it and hopes to earn the reward of 
Allaah thereby, then why would he go against the laws 
of Islam? Why would he speak false words? Why would 
he give false testimony? Why would he consume wealth 
unlawfully? Why would he betray his employers? All of 
this is most regrettable. It is what has caused the Mus-
lims to become backward and allowed their enemies to 
prevail over them. Our Muslim brothers in some Mus-
lim lands are being slaughtered like sheep, their sanctity 
is being violated, their children are being taken captive, 
and their wealth is being plundered – why? All of that is 
because of our sins. We ask Allaah to forgive us and to 
help us against our enemies. End quote. 

Q  “I have seen some people abuse and curse ani-
mals without any sympathy, especially when 

they get tired with them. What is the ruling on that?”

A  He (Rahimahullaah) answered:

“Abusing animals as well as inanimate objects is not 
permissible. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu àlayhi wa sallam) said: 
‘Those who curse will not be witnesses nor intercessors on 
the Day of Resurrection.’ [Muslim] In another Hadeeth, 
he (Salla-Allaahu àlayhi wa sallam) said: ‘The true believer is not 
involved in taunting, or frequently cursing (others) or 
speaking indecent words, or abusing others.’ [At-Tirmidhi]

Imran bin Husain (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that a wom-

an from the Ansaar was riding a she-camel and when 
she got fed up with it, she cursed it. The Messenger (Salla-
Allaahu àlayhi wa sallam) heard her and said: ‘Unload that she-
camel and set it free, for it is accursed.’ [Muslim]

It is obligatory upon the Muslim to preserve his tongue 
from abusing anyone and everything, with only one ex-
ception. In regards to the general abuse of the disbeliev-
ers or the oppressors or those who rebel, it is permissi-
ble for him to say: ‘Allaah curses the oppressors, Allaah 
curses the disbelievers, or those who rebel, Allaah curses 
the thief, Allaah curses the one who drinks wine.’  Gen-
erally,  there is no harm in doing that.”

Reference:  Fatawa Noor alad-Darb

F a T a W a 

Q  “A man was writing on a piece of paper. While 
he was writing, he made mistakes in some 

words, so he became angry and abused the religion of 
the pen and paper. Is abusing the religion of objects 
like the pen, paper, or stone, or tree, or chair, or glass, 
etc. considered as Kufr (disbelief)?”

A  Undoubtedly, this kind of abusing is Haraam 
(forbidden) even though the pen and paper have 

no religion. But it is known that the religion is one and 

Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) Who has subjected these pens 
and objects for us and made them easy for us to use. 
Beware, this abusing might go back to Allaah (because 
Allaah is the One Who decreed these incidents to hap-
pen and He is the Doer, not the pen or the paper). So this 
person should return to Allaah in repentance and ask 
for forgiveness from Allaah and resolve not to return to 
such an act.

Reference:  Mawsoo’ at al-Fatawa

Shaikh Bin Jibreen was asked the following question:

Shaikh Bin Baaz (Rahimahullaah) was asked the following question:

Abusing animals as well as 
inanimate objects is not 

permissible

Abusing OBJECTS
is also

Haraam

Testimoney  
regarding
passport details

Q  The Standing Committee for Issuing Fatwas 
was asked about what people often do in order 

to obtain a passport, which is testifying that so and so 
was born in Bahrain, whether they are certain of that 
or not. Is this a type of bearing false witness? 

A  They replied: 
It is not permissible for a person to give testimo-

ny except with regard to that which he knows by seeing 
or hearing it, because Allaah says (interpretation of the 
meaning): 

“Except for those who bear witness to the truth 
knowingly.” [Az-Zukhruf 43:86] 

“And follow not (O man, i.e., say not, or do not, or 
witness not) that of which you have no knowledge. 
Verily, the hearing, and the sight, and the heart of 

each of those ones will be questioned (by  
Allaah)” [Al-Israa’ 17:36] 

It was narrated that Ibn ‘Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: 
The Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ’alayhi wa sallam) was 
asked about testimony, and he said: “Do you see the 
sun?” He said: “Yes.” He  (Salla-Allaahu ’alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“Bear witness to something like that or else leave it alone.” 
[Narrated by al-Khallaal]
 
Based on the above, it is not permissible for anyone to 
bear witness that so and so was born in Bahrain unless 
he knows that. Whoever bears witness that so and so 
was born in Bahrain when he knows that he is lying, this 
is false witness, and he is included in the warning that is 
proven in the Qur’an and Sunnah. End quote.
 
Fataawa al-Lajnah al-Daa’imah (23/505) 



Shaikh Saalih bin al-Fawzaan, member of the Major 
Scholars and Permanent Committee for Religious Rulings in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was asked the following question:

“There are some people who claim that in Islam there is freedom of I’tiqaad 
(belief), i.e. one is free to worship whatever he wishes, and they take the verse 

(109:6) in Surat al-Kafiroon as their evidence for that.”

ڤ  ڤ  ڦ  ڦ  ڦ   
“For you is your religion, and for me is my religion.”

The shaikh replied: “This verse is a disassociation from Shirk (worship of anything other 
than Allaah). Look at the beginning of the Surah; Allaah (Ta’ala) called them Kafiroon, i.e. dis-
believers. Does this indicate freedom of belief or did He (Ta’ala) judge them with disbelief?

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in verses (109:3): 

ڀ  ڀ     ڀ  ڀ  ٺ  ٺ  
“Nor will you be worshippers of what I worship.”

They don’t worship Allaah Alone but they worship with Him another 
deity. This is the difference between us and them.

Source: 
www.alathary.net

This is disassociation (disloyalty, disavowal, freedom 
from Shirk), not freedom of belief. This verse includes a 
threat for them, as He (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Kahf (18:29):

ڄ  ڄ  ڄ  ڄڃ  ڃ  ڃ  ڃ  چ   چ  چچ  
“And say: ‘The truth is from your Lord,’ so whoever 
wills - let him believe, and whoever wills - let him 

disbelieve.”

This is a threat and warning, because Allaah (Ta’ala) says 
after this Statement: 

ڇ     ڇ  ڇ  ڇ  ڍ  ڍ  ڌڌ   
“Indeed, We have prepared for the wrong doers a fire 

whose walls will surround them.”

This is not for the sake of choice. Therefore, these peo-
ple (who claim that there is freedom of belief) are either 
ignorant or they confuse the people regarding their reli-
gion (i.e. they are mixing truth with falsehood).”

Question: “There are some people who claim that Is-
lam has come with freedom of faith, taking the follow-
ing as their evidence:

ی  جئ    حئ  مئىئ  
“There shall be no compulsion in (acceptance of) the 

religion.” Surat al-Baqarah [2:256]

The Shaikh replied: “Islam did not come with this con-
cept. Rather, it came with fighting disbelief and the dis-
believers. If Islam is calling to freedom of belief, then in 
that case there would be no need to send Messengers or 
reveal Books, and the people would not need to fight in 
the Cause of Allaah, because everyone would be free to 
believe in what he wants.

Allaah (Ta’ala) did not say that everyone is free to worship 
whatever he wills. 

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat adh-Dhaariyaat (51:56):

ڄ   ڄ  ڄ  ڃ  ڃ  ڃ   ڃ  
“And I did not create the Jinn and Mankind except to 

worship Me.”

He (Ta’ala) did not say, let everyone worship what he de-
sires. He (Ta’ala) says in Surat al-Anfaal (8:39):

 ڭ  ڭ   ۇ  ۇ  ۆ      ۆ  ۈ  ۈ  
ٴۇۋ  ې  

“And fight them until there is no Fitnah (disbelief, 
trial, etc.) and (until) the religion (i.e. worship), all 

of it, is for Allaah (i.e. polytheism is no longer domi-
nant).”

Whoever refuses to worship Allaah Alone would be 
fought and would not be left until he returns to Allaah 
(Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala).

Islam did not come with the freedom to accept the 
disbeliever’s religion. This is a lie against Allaah; oth-
erwise, why would Jihad be prescribed and the limits 
and punishments be set. Jihad is to protect the people 
from wrong creeds and false opinions, because we are 
Allaah’s slaves, and we should worship Allaah Alone 
without associates.

The evidence that they are referring to, which is in Surat 
al-Baqarah (2:256), does not mean or indicate freedom in 
opinion or belief.  It means that we are unable to make 
Islam enter the heart of the person (disbeliever or oth-
ers), as Allaah is the One Who guides whomever He 
wills. The guidance of the hearts occurs willingly by the 
person, not by compulsion.

We do enjoin the good and forbid the evil and make 
things clear to the people and we say: “No compulsion 
in acceptance of the religion,” we don’t force people to 
accept Islam.

This verse is similar to the verse in Surat al-Qasas (28:56):

ک  ک  ک  گ  گ  گ       گ  ڳ  ڳ  ڳڳ  ڱ  
“Indeed, you do not guide whom you like, but Allaah 

guides whom He wills.”

Accordingly, when Allaah says: “There shall be no com-
pulsion in the religion,” He (Ta’ala) also says: “And fight 
them until there is no Fitnah and until the religion (i.e. 
worship), all of it, is for Allaah.” Why do these people 
take the verse of Surat al-Baqarah (2:256) as their evi-
dence and leave the other verse in Surat al-Anfaal (8:39)?

When should 
we say 

“Allaah knows 
best”?

QUESTION 5



Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated: 
“Abul-Qaasim, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘There is a (fortunate) 
time on Friday during which no Muslim 
would stand up while praying and ask  
Allaah for what is good but He will give it to 
him,’ and he (the Prophet Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) pointed with his hand that (this 
time) is short.” [Reported by Muslim]

This Hadeeth clarifies the granted hour on 
Friday, which Allaah has favored this na-
tion with. It is the time when invocations 
of Muslims are most likely to be answered 
by Allaah. However, the Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) did not specify any 
particular moment for it. This moment 
has been kept secret, similar to Lailatul-

Sunnah

Abu Dawoud and an-Nasaa’i narrated from Jaabir 
ibn ‘Abd-Allaah that the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Friday is twelve hours in 
which there is no Muslim who asks Allaah for some-
thing but He will give it to him, so seek the last hour 
after ‘Asr.” [Classed as Saheeh by al-Albaani] 

In Sunan Abu Dawoud, at-Tirmidhi and an-Nasaa’i, 
it is narrated from Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rah-
maan that Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: The 

Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“The best day on which the sun rises is Friday. On it 
Adam was created, on it he was sent down (to earth), 
on it his repentance was accepted, on it he died and on 
it the Hour will begin. There is no living being, except 
jinn and mankind but it is in a state of apprehension on 
Friday from dawn until sunrise fearing the onset of the 
Hour. On it there is an hour when no Muslim happens 
to pray and ask Allaah for what he needs, but He will 
give it to him.” Ka’b said: “Is that one day in every 

First: The granted hour occurs between ‘Asr and Maghrib

Qadr (the night of Decree), so that the people will spend more time looking for it. 

Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “The hour in this Hadeeth refers to the time span and not to one hour 
out of 24 hours of a day. The scholars have differed regarding this hour. Ibn Hajar (Rahimahullaah) said: ‘There are 
40 different opinions.’ This, though it is only one hour. Some stated that this hour has been raised like what is 
said regarding Lailatul-Qadr. 

The correct point of view is that the opportune moment still exists, and two popular quotations related to it are 
as follows:

The Granted 
Hour on 
    Friday



The evidence for this is the following narration quot-
ed by Abu Burdah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) on the authority 
of his father who said: “I heard Allaah’s Messenger 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) say: ‘That time is between 
the time when the Imaam sits down to give the sermon 
and the end of the (Jumu’ah) prayer.” [Reported by 
Muslim]

The Du’aa at this time is undoubted-
ly more deserving to be answered for 
many reasons:

First: Because it is the time of the gathering of 
the people to offer an obligatory prayer, and the 
congregation has an effect on the acceptance of 
the invocation. It is because of this that the Du’aa 
(invocation) on the Day of ‘Arafah is granted 
and accepted. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) also commanded the young women and the 
menstruating women to participate in the good-
ness and supplication of the Muslims on the day 
of ‘Eid. [Reported by al-Bukhaari] The meeting of 
people for offering this obligatory act, undoubt-
edly, is one of the means to the acceptance of the 
Du’aa. 

Secondly: The Hadeeth mentions that the person 
“stands up while praying”, and from the moment 
of the attendance of the Imaam till the end of the 
Salaat, the person will be either offering Salaat (e.g. 
Friday congregational prayer) or he will be waiting 
for the Salaat to be established, and the one who sits 
in his praying place after offering the Salaat waiting 
for the other Salaat to be offered is considered as be-
ing occupied in Salaat (prayer) constantly so long as 
the Salaat detains him (from worldly concerns), and 

nothing prevents him from returning to his family 
but the Salaat.” [Al-Bukhaari and Muslim] 

Thirdly: This time on Friday is considered the 
best time because it is the time at which an obliga-
tory prayer is offered which there is no prayer like 
it in the whole week. It is an obligatory act about 
which Allaah (Ta’ala) has stated (in His Book) that it 
has a call for it and requires attendance. 

As for the other possible time, it is between ‘Asr 
prayer and sunset. Ibn Maajah reported this from 
‘Abd-Allaah ibn Salaam, but Abu Dawoud and An-
Nasaa’i reported it from Jaabir: “It is between the 
time of ‘Asr prayer and the sunset.” Although the 
person will not be standing up for offering the Sa-
laat during it because it is  a forbidden time to pray, 
however, it would be fulfilled if the person enters 
the Masjid and offers two Rak’ah voluntary Tahyia-
tul-Masjid then sits down waiting for the Salaat.

Accordingly, the most preponderant 
times are these two times:

1. The time when the Imaam sits down to give 
the Khutbah (sermon) till the Jumu’ah prayer is 
over.

2. Between ‘Asr prayer and Maghrib.

Muslims ought to look for it during both of these 
timings, and continue to invoke Allaah during both.

Shaikh Ibn Baz (Rahimahullaah) was asked the follow-
ing question:

“Is the last hour of ‘Asr (afternoon) of Fridays the 
hour of answered invocation? Does a Muslim have 

Second: This moment occurs while the Imaam delivers his Khutbah 
(sermon) to the public, till the end of offering Salaat al-Jumu’ah

to stay in the Masjid (mosque) during this hour and so 
would women be in their homes?”

He (Rahimahullaah) answered with the following:
“There are two sound opinions regarding the hour of 
response on Friday. First: This hour starts after ‘Asr till 
sunset for those who sit and wait for Maghrib (Sunset) 
prayer, whether this is in the Masjid or at home, so long 
as they are making Du’aa (supplication) to their Lord, 
and whether they are men or women, for the Du’aa is 
more deserving to be answered for whoever does it. 
However, men are not allowed to offer Maghrib or any 
other obligatory prayer at home except for a legal ex-
cuse, as known by legal evidence.

Second: It lasts from the time the Imaam (the one who 
leads congregational prayer) sits on the Minbar (pulpit) 
to deliver the Khutbah (sermon) of the Friday prayer till 
the Salaat is finished. Making Du’aa during these two 
times is more deserving to be answered based on the 
authentic Hadeeths reported in this regard. The hour of 

response may also be sought at other times of the day 
– Allaah’s Grace is immense (Glorified and Exalted be 
He). Du’aa is answered in all prayers, obligatory and su-
pererogatory alike, and during Sujood (prostration). The 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The closest that 
someone may be to his Lord is when they are prostrating, so 
make a lot of Du’aa (in Sujood).” 
[Reported by Muslim in his Saheeh (authentic book of 
Hadeeth) on the authority of Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhu)]. 

Muslim (Rahimahullaah) also related in his Saheeh on the 
authority of Ibn ‘Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) that the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “As for Rukoo’ 
(bowing), extol the Lord in it, and regarding Sujood (pros-
tration) strive in Du’aa (in it), for therein you have a better 
chance to be answered.”

Source: Fat-h Dhil-Jalaali wal-Ikraam bi Sharh Bulugh al-
Maraam by Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen and Fatawa 

Shaikh Ibn Baz

year?” I said: “No, it is every week.” He said: “Ka’b 
read the Tawraat (Torah) and said: ‘The Prophet (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) spoke the truth.’” Abu Hurairah 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: Then I met ‘Abd-Allaah ibn Sa-
laam (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) and told him of my meeting 
with Ka’b, and ‘Abd-Allaah ibn Salaam (Radia-Allaahu 
‘anhu) said: “I know which time it is.” Abu Hurairah 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “I said to him: Tell me about 
it.” ‘Abd-Allaah ibn Salaam said: “It is the last hour of 
Friday.” I said: “How can it be the last hour of Friday 
when the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-

lam) said: ‘No Muslim happens to pray at that time,’ 
but there is no prayer at that time.” ‘Abd-Allaah ibn 
Salaam said: “Didn’t the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-
Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) say: ‘Whoever sits waiting for the 
prayer is in a state of prayer until he prays?’” I said: 
“Then this is it.”

[At-Tirmidhi said: A Saheeh Hasan Hadeeth. Some of 
it is mentioned in al-Saheehayn. (It was classed as Sa-
heeh by al-Albaani.) End quote from Zaad al-Ma’aad 
(1/376)]



Qurrah bin Iyas al-Muzani (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) reported 
that at the time of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), 
we were commanded not to stand in rows between the 
poles (pillars) and we were extremely expelled away 
from them. [Ibn Maajah, Ibn Hibban and al-Baihaqi, au-
thenticated by al-Albaani in as-Silsilah as-Saheeha no. 
335 and Saheeh Ibn Maajah no. 828]

‘Abdul Hameed bin Mahmood reported: “Once I offered 
the Salaat with Anas bin Maalik (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) on Fri-
day. We were pushed to be next to the pillars (by the 
great number of praying Muslims), so we went in front 
of and behind (the pillars). Anas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: 
“We used to avoid this (i.e. praying between the pillars) 
at the era of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).” [Sa-
heeh Abi Dawoud no. 673]

Based on aforementioned Ahaadeeth; the following rul-
ing is concluded by the scholars: 

1  At-Tirmidhi said: “A group of scholars held the 
opinion that it is disliked to stand between the pil-

lars. This view was also held by Ahmad and Ishaq.” Ibn 
Mas’ood, Ibn ‘Abbaas and Hudhaifah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhum) 
also held this view.

The reason behind this is to avoid disconnection in the 
rows. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) warned 
against disconnecting a row in congregational prayer 
saying: “Whoever joins up (connects) a row; Allaah will 
join him up (i.e. to the mercy of Allaah) and whoever cuts 

off a row, Allaah will cut him off (i.e. from His mercy).” 
[Abu Dawoud and An-Nisa’i]

2  However, if there is a need for it, due to the Masjid 
being crowded with worshippers, then there is no 

objection in such a situation for them to form rows be-
tween the pillars, because exceptional circumstances are 
governed by special rulings, and necessity and need also 
have special rulings. [Fatawa Islamiyah, pp.303 Fatawa 
by Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen] 

When the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), entered the 
Ka’bah, he offered the Salaat between its pillars. [Saheeh 
al-Bukhaari]

3  As for the case of a man praying on his own, there 
is no harm if he prays between two pillars. It is 

not disliked that the praying Muslims stand between 
two pillars if the row they form is short and the distance 
between the pillars is wide enough (satisfactory). It is 
not disliked for the Imaam to stand between the pillars. 
[Al-Mughni by Ibn Qudaamah] [Mistakes done in the 
mosque by Mash-hur Hasan as-Salmaan] 

4  The aforementioned ruling also applies to the 
long staired pulpit that disconnects the rows. 

Shaikh al-Albaani (Rahimahullaah) said in al-Silsilaah: “The 
pulpit disconnects the row when its design differs from 
that which was at the time of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam); his pulpit had only three stairs and the 
Imaam used to stand beside its lowest stair. The evil con-
sequences of opposing the Sunnah concerning the pul-
pit falls under the prohibition that is mentioned in this 
Hadeeth.

Similar to this case is the heaters or coolers which are 

Mistakes that should be 
avoided in the 

cONgRegaTiONal pRaYeR 
part 7

Performing the Salaat 
between the poles 

(pillars) in the Masjid

installed inside the Masjid in a way that they disconnect 
the rows. Sometimes, no attention is paid to this prohibi-
tion by the Imaam or any of those who offer the Salaat 
in the Masjid, and that is due to their lack of religious 
knowledge and their carelessness to avoid or abandon 
what Allaah and His Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) have prohibited and detested.

It is incumbent upon everyone who erects such long 
pulpits or installs heaters in the Masjid in a way that 
disconnects rows, to be aware of that, lest they will be 

exemplified by the following threat and warning of the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), “…Whoever cuts off a 
row, then Allaah will cut him off (i.e. deprive him from all 
goodness).” [Abu Dawoud no. 67] 

Sources:
1. As-Silsilah as-Saheeha by Shaikh al-Albaani
2. Mawsoo’ah Al-Manaahi ash-Shar’iyyah by Saleem 

al-Hilaali
3. The clarified Ruling of Mistakes Done in Salaat by 

Mash-hoor Hasan as-Salmaan

Q1  During the daily prayer, one gets close to  
Allaah if they seek it.  When is this?

A  During Sujood.

 Surah Alaq (96:19):

ۇئ  ۆئ  ۆئ   ۈئ  ۈئېئ
“Nay! (O Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)! Do 

not obey him (Abu Jahl). Fall prostrate and draw near 
to Allaah!” 

Q2 What is said about the lone traveler?

A  It is disliked to travel alone. Abdullaah Ibn ̀Umar 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) reported that the Messenger of 

Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said, “Were people to 
know what I know about (a person) being alone, (no) rider 
would travel alone during the night-time.” 
[Related by Bukhaari 2998 and others]

This includes traveling both during the day and night; 
the nighttime was singled out in the Hadeeth because 
that is when evil occurs most often.

Q3 In Surah Al A’raf, Allaah tells us about a man 
who threw away the knowledge. What is his 

likeness compared to?

A  His likeness is compared to that of a dog with 
his tongue lolling out. Surah Al A’raf 7:176

Q4 Which Prophet travelled a distance of two 
months journey, in one day, by the Will of 

               Allaah?

A  Sulaiyman (‘Alayhis Salaam) – Surah Saba’ (34: 12).

Q5 Name the ten Companions of the Prophet 
(e) who were given the Glad tidings of  

 Paradise.

A
1. Abu Bakr As-Siqqiq (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)
2. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)
3. ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)
4. Ali ibn Abi Taalib (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)
5. Talhah ibn ‘Ubaidullah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)
6. Az-Zubair ibn Al-Awwam (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)
7. ‘Abdur-Rahmaan ibn ‘Awf (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)
8. Sa’ad ibn Abi Waqqas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)
9. Sa’id ibn Zaid (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)
10. Abu ‘Ubaidah ibn Al-Jarrah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)
 

Answers to 
Last Issue’s

 Q u i z



Mujaahid explained this verse: “This is the man’s statement, 
‘This is my wealth, I inherited it from my forefather.’”

‘Awn ibn ‘Abdulllah said, “They say, ‘Were it not for so-
and-so it would not be like this.’”

E.g. “Were it not for our family doctor, my father’s 
cancer would have gone undetected.”

Ibn Qutaybah said, “They say, ‘This (wealth, 
favor) is due to the intercession of our gods.’”

E.g. “I got this job because of my uncle’s contacts 
and high status.”

Bukhaari & Muslim narrated from Zayd ibn 
Khaalid al-Juhani that he said: The Messenger 
of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) led the morning 
prayer for us… and after he finished, he turned to 
face the people and said to them: “Do you know 
what your Lord has said?” They said: “Allaah and 
his Messenger know best.” He said: “This morning 
one of My slaves became a believer in Me and one a dis-
believer…” Abul-‘Abbaas said concerning this Hadeeth, 
“This is mentioned often in the Book and the Sunnah. 
Allaah rebukes whoever attributes His bounties to other 
than Him and associates partners with Him.”

Some of the Salaf said, “This is like their saying, ‘The wind was 
good,’ and ‘The sailor was skilful’ i.e. they attribute their safe jour-
ney to the good wind and the skilful sailor rather than to Allaah Who 
caused them to reach their destination safely.


