The Name of Allah: Al-'Aleem ( العليمPart 1 - 16)

The Name of Allah: Al-'Aleem [العليمPart 1]
The Noble Name of Allah  العليمis mentioned in more than 150 positions in the Qur'an which
indicates its importance in our lives.
This Name is one of the 99 Names of Allah.
It was narrated by Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet  ﷺsaid:
"Allah has ninety nine Names, one hundred minus one, whoever  أحصاهاwill enter
Paradise" [Agreed Upon]
""أحصاها, as Ibn AlQayyim mentioned, is to:




Know the Name from the Qur'an and the Sunnah
Learn the meaning of the Name
Worship Allah by this Name. And this is by calling Allah by these Names.

Allah says in Surah Al-A'raf, Verse 180:
ُ سنَ ٰى فَا أد
َسيُجأ َزوأ نَ َما كَانُوا َي أع َملُون
عوهُ َبهَا ۖ َوذَ ُروا اله َذينَ ي أُل َحدُونَ َفي أ َ أ
س َما ُء أال ُح أ
َو َ هّلِلَ أاْل َ أ
َ ۚ س َما َئ َه
And to Allah belong the best names, so invoke Him by them. And leave [the company of]
those who practice deviation concerning His names. They will be recompensed for what
they have been doing.
 دعاءis of three types:
1.  دعاء المسألة- Supplication of Asking
2.  دعاء الثناء- Supplication of Praise
3.  دعاء العبادة- Supplication of Worship
This means that this Name should affect your state, your behavior, your attitude, your heart, your
way of thinking. Whatever you do should be an impact of your belief in that particular Name of
Allah.


Memorize the Name

In order for a Name to be considered one of the 99 Names of Allah, there are certain conditions
that it should fulfill, as Ibn Taymiyah رحمه هللاmentioned. Of them, is that:
1) The Name should be mentioned in the Qur'an and Sunnah

2) The Name should not be restricted. There should be at least one position in the Qur'an
where this Name is not joined with something else.
E.g. ""عالم الغيب و الشهادة
This is mentioned around 14 times in the Qur'an, but is " "عالمone of the Names of Allah?
Because it is only restricted to the unseen and the seen in the Qur'an, some Scholars do not
consider it one of the 99 Names of Allah.
E.g. ""عالم الغيوب
This is mentioned in 4 verses in the Qur'an. The Name " "عالمhas never come alone. Therefore it
is not considered one of the 99 Names of Allah.
The Name of Allah " "العليمhas been mentioned in the Qur'an alone, for example: ""وهللا عليم حكيم.
Therefore,  العليمis one of the 99 Names of Allah.
3) The Name should come in the noun form
4) The Name should imply a beautiful, perfect attribute
The Name of Allah  العليمimplies the Attribute of ( العلمKnowledge).
Some Positions in which the Name of Allah  العليمis Mentioned in the Qur'an:
1) Surah Ar-Rum, Verse 54:
َ ض أعفٍ قُوه ةً ث ُ هم َجعَ َل َمن بَ أع َد قُوه ٍة
َ ض أعفٍ ث ُ هم َج َع َل َمن بَ أع َد
َ اّلِلُ الهذَي َخلَقَ ُكم َمن
ه
ُ ُش أيبَةً ۚ يَ أخل
َُي
َ ض أعفًا َو
ُ ق َما يَشَا ُء ۖ َو ُه َو أالعَ َلي ُم أالقَد
Allah is He Who created you in (a state of) weakness, then gave you strength after weakness,
then after strength gave (you) weakness and grey hair. He creates what He wills. And it is He
Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful (i.e. Able to do all things).
In this verse Allah connected His ( خلقCreation) with His Ability and Knowledge. The first thing
we learn from this verse, without going to a tafseer book, is that Allah did not Create anything
except that He knows about it.
2) Surah An-Nisa, Verse 69-70:
ُّ الص َدي َقينَ َوال
اّلِلَ َوالُه سُو َل َفأُو ٰلَ َئكَ َم َع اله َذينَ أ َ أن َع َم ه
َو َمن ي َُط َع ه
سنَ أُو ٰلَ َئكَ َر َفيقًا
َ ُاّلِل
ُ َاء َوالصها َل َحينَ ۚ َو َح
َ ش َهد
َ علَي َأهم َمنَ النه َب َيينَ َو
And whoso obeys Allah and the Messenger (Muhammad )ﷺ, then they will be in the
company of those on whom Allah has bestowed His Grace, of the Prophets, the Siddiqun

(those followers of the Prophets who were first and foremost to believe in them, like Abu
Bakr As-Siddiq), the martyrs, and the righteous. And how excellent these companions are!
ٰذَ َلكَ أال َف أ
اّلِلَ ۚ َو َكفَ ٰى َب ه
ض ُل َمنَ ه
ع َليمًا
َ َاّلِل
Such is the Bounty from Allah, and Allah is Sufficient as All-Knower.
Allah knows who deserves that companionship, and Allah is sufficient as a Knower.
3) Surah Ya-Sin, Verse 38:
َوال ه
س ت َجأ َُي َل ُم أ
يم
ُ ستَقَ ٍُ لههَا ۚ ٰذَ َلكَ ت َ أقد
ُ ش أم
َ يز أال َع َل
َ َيُ أال َع َز
And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term (appointed). That is the Decree of the AllMighty, the All-Knowing.
4) Surah Al-Baqarah, Verse 181:
علَى اله َذينَ يُبَ َدلُونَهُ ۚ إَ هن ه
ع َلي ٌم
َ س َمي ٌع
َ ُس َمعَهُ فَ َإنه َما إَثأ ُمه
َ َاّلِل
َ فَ َمن بَدهلَهُ بَ أعدَ َما
Then whoever changes the bequest after hearing it, the sin shall be on those who make the
change. Truly, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower.
Allah threatens those who change the will after hearing it.
The Meaning of the Name العليم
The Scholars go through the entire Qur'an, find the positions where the Name and its impacts are
mentioned, compile them, and come out with a summary.
The meaning of the Name is very important to know, as it based on this meaning that we build
our faith, thus so it affects our behaviour and actions.
1) As-Sa'di ()رحمه هللا

Shaikh as-Sa'dee (Rahimahulaah) said:
Al-'Aleem is the One Whose Knowledge encompasses all the apparent and hidden matters, the
open and the secret, all those things that must necessarily occur, all the things that are
impossible to occur and all things that can possibly occur, of the affairs of the whole creation (of
the upper world and lower world), of the past, the present and the future. There is absolutely
nothing that is hidden from him.
[Tayseer al-Kareem]

2) Shaikh Abdur-Razzaq Al-Badr ()حفظه هللا
Shaikh Abdur-Razzaq Al-Badr ( )حفظه هللاsaid:
Al-'Aleem is whose Knowledge encompasses (comprehends) the apparent and hidden matters,
the secrets and the pen. He Whose Knowledge encompasses the upper world and the
lower world, the affairs of the creation, the past, the present and the future; nothing is hidden
from Him. He knows what used to be and what will be, and knows what will not be how it will
be (its state if it occurs). He surrounds all things in (His) Knowledge and keeps count of all
things (i.e. He knows the exact number of everything).
[Fiqhul-Asmaa'ul-Husna]
The Impact of your belief in the Name of Allah  العليم/ How to Worship Allah according to
His Name ?العليم
1. Single Allah out with perfection in that Name
If you ask anyone the meaning of the Name of Allah العليم, they would tell you that it means the
All-Knower. Although the meaning is very clear, its impact is very weak in our lives.
Allah's Name  العليمimplies the Attribute of ( العلمKnowledge).  العلمis something common between
Allah and His creation; Allah has Knowledge, and people have knowledge. Our faith is weak
because we see the knowledge of people and do not see the Knowledge of Allah. We do not
single Allah out with perfect, complete, and comprehensive Knowledge, and negate it from
everyone else. People go to magicians, fortune tellers and read horoscopes because they lack
Tawheed in the Name of Allah العليم.
" "إحاط علمه- Allah's Knowledge encompasses
There is a big difference between saying someone knows, and that someones knowledge
encompasses everything. Nothing escapes the Knowledge of Allah.
Everything in this life has something apparent ( )ظاهرand something hidden ()باطن. Allah does
not just know the outer appearance of matters, but He encompasses even what is inside.
2. Take care of your heart and its actions
Allah does not look at our physiques, He looks at our hearts and deeds (which are based on what
is established in our heart).
Surah Al-Hadid, 13-14:
ُ ات َلله َذينَ آ َمنُوا
ُ َورا ف
ُ َيَوأ َم يَقُو ُل أال ُمنَافَقُونَ َو أال ُمنَا َفق
ُور
انظ ُُونَا نَ أقت َ َب أ
ً ُور ُك أم قَي َل ارأ َجعُوا َو َرا َء ُك أم فَ أالتَ َمسُوا ن
َ َُ ض
ٍ ب بَ أينَهُم َبس
َ س َمن ُّن
ُ
أ
ه
َ
ُ
َ
ُ
ُ
ُاطنه فَي َه الُه حأ َمة َوظا َه ُُهُ َمن قَبَ َل َه العَذاب
َ َله بَابٌ ب

On the Day when the hypocrites men and women will say to the believers: "Wait for us!
Let us get something from your light!" It will be said: "Go back to your rear! Then seek a
light!" So a wall will be put up between them, with a gate therein. Inside it will be mercy,
and outside it will be torment.
َ اّلِلَ َو
َ صت ُ أم َوارأ تَ أبت ُ أم َو
غُه ُكم بَ ه
غُه تأ ُك ُم أاْل َ َمانَ ُّي َحته ٰى جَا َء أَم ُأُ ه
س ُك أم َوتَ َُبه أ
َ ُيُنَادُونَ ُه أم أَلَ أم نَ ُكن همعَ ُك أم ۖ قَالُوا بَ َل ٰى َو ٰلَ َكنه ُك أم فَتَنت ُ أم أَنف
َاّلِل
ور
ُ ُُ َأالغ
(The hypocrites) will call the believers: "Were we not with you?" The believers will reply:
"Yes! But you led yourselves into temptations, you looked forward for our destruction; you
doubted (in Faith); and you were deceived by false desires, till the Command of Allah came
to pass. And the chief deceiver (Satan) deceived you in respect of Allah.
This indicates that the hypocrites were mixed with the believers in this life, to the extent that no
one could distinguish between the two. Even the hypocrites themselves did not realise that they
were hypocrites. This is how serious this matter is.
The hypocrites will come on the Day of Judgement, walking with the believers, until Allah
extinguishes their light. At that moment they will realise they were hypocrites and not believers.
This is exactly like the three people who will enter Hell-fire first.
The Prophet  ﷺsaid:
"The first of people against whom judgement will be pronounced on the Day of
Resurrection will be a man who died a martyr. He will be brought and Allah will make
known to him His favours and he will recognise them. [ The Almighty] will say: And what
did you do about them? He will say: I fought for you until I died a martyr. He will say: You
have lied - you did but fight that it might be said [of you]: He is courageous. And so it was
said. Then he will be ordered to be dragged along on his face until he is cast into Hell-fire.
[Another] will be a man who has studied [religious] knowledge and has taught it and who
used to recite the Qur'an. He will be brought and Allah will make known to him His
favours and he will recognise them. [The Almighty] will say: And what did you do about
them? He will say: I studied [religious] knowledge and I taught it and I recited the Qur'an
for Your sake. He will say: You have lied - you did but study [religious] knowledge that it
might be said [of you]: He is learned. And you recited the Qur'an that it might be said [of
you]: He is a reciter. And so it was said. Then he will be ordered to be dragged along on his
face until he is cast into Hell-fire.
[Another] will be a man whom Allah had made rich and to whom He had given all kinds of
wealth. He will be brought and Allah will make known to him His favours and he will
recognise them. [The Almighty] will say: And what did you do about them? He will say: I
left no path [untrodden] in which You like money to be spent without spending in it for
Your sake. He will say: You have lied - you did but do so that it might be said [of you]: He

is open-handed. And so it was said. Then he will be ordered to be dragged along on his face
until he is cast into Hell-fire."
[Muslim]
Surah Az-Zumar, Verse 47:
ب يَوأ َم أال َقيَا َم َة ۚ َوبَدَا لَهُم َمنَ ه
اّلِلَ َما لَ أم يَ ُكونُوا
َ ض ج ََميعًا َو َمثألَهُ َمعَهُ ََل أفتَدَوأ ا بَ َه َمن س
َ َولَوأ أ َ هن َل هل َذينَ َظلَمُوا َما فَي أاْلَرأ
َ ُوء أالعَذَا
َسبُون
َ َ يَحأ ت
And those who did wrong (the polytheists and disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah), if they
had all that is in earth and therewith as much again, they verily, would offer it to ransom
themselves therewith on the Day of Resurrection from the evil torment, and there will
become apparent to them from Allah, what they had not been reckoning.
They never thought that this would be their situation on the Day of Judgement. Their reality will
be exposed to them, a reality which they never perceived when they were alive.
Allah, out of His Mercy, makes us go through situations which show us the reality of what is in
our heart. But there are people who ignore and neglect it; they do not see themselves as
mistaken. They blame everyone except themselves. When one lives his life always attributing
good to himself, Allah will seal this persons heart, until he dies on that state.
The greatest goal ( )المقصود اْلعظمwe should seek when studying the Name of Allah  العليمis
reformation of our heart.
The Name of Allah: Al-'Aleem [العليمPart 2]
The Name  العليمis mentioned 150 times in the Qur'an, and is considered one of the 99 Names of
Allah because it has been mentioned in at least one position in the Qur'an without being
restricted to anything.
Impacts of The Meaning of the Name of Allah العليم
1) As-Sa'di ()رحمه هللا

2) Shaikh Abdur-Razzaq Al-Badr ()حفظه هللا

Both of them said:
FIRST SENTENCE:
الذي أحاط علمه بالظواهُ و البواطن و اإلسُار و اإلعالن
The One Whose Knowledge encompasses all the apparent and hidden matters, the secret
and
the
open.
Allah's Knowledge encompass everything; nothing is hidden from Allah. When you understand
this meaning, what is the impact it should have on you?
#1 - Tawheed; You would single Allah out with Perfection in the Attribute of Knowledge

You will affirm Perfect Knowledge to Allah alone. i.e. No one encompasses everything in
knowledge except Allah.
#2 - You would Focus on your Heart and its Actions
Our hearts and its actions are hidden, and Allah tells us that He Knows the hidden and the
secrets. Allah tells us that His Knowledge encompasses everything; He knows our hearts and our
thoughts.
Your belief in the Name of Allah  العليمis an important means of reforming your heart and
cleaning it from Shirk, Hypocrisy, Riyaa, and all its sicknesses.
The Prophet  ﷺsaid:

َ َ اَّلل
َّ إ ِ َّن
ص َو ِر ُك ْم َو َأ ْم َوا ِل ُك ْم َو َل ِك ْن يَ ْن ُظ ُر إ ِ َلى ُق ُلوب ِ ُك ْم َو َأ ْع َما ِل ُك ْم
ُ ال يَ ْن ُظ ُر إ ِ َلى
"Verily Allah does not look to your faces and your wealth but He looks to your heart and to your
deeds." [Muslim]
There are people who neglect their hearts and intentions, so they live in this world doing good
deeds outwardly, while inwardly, all these deeds are based on Riyaa, Shirk, Showing-Off, Ill
Intentions. They are deceived with their good deeds and are busy doing them, that they have no
time to check their hearts, and ask themselves: Am I doing this for the sake of Allah or to show
off?
If the person really believes that Allah is watching his heart, he will pause and take account of
himself and his intention before taking the action.
There are people who neglected their hearts, so they lived in life lying to themselves and people,
and on the Day of Judgement Allah will expose their intention in front of everyone.
E.g. A person is keen to show others that she is happy and content in her life and with her
husband, while in heart she is unhappy and displeased with Allah and this husband. Allah will
not leave her - He will expose her through the situations she goes through. And this is out of
Allah's Mercy. Allah makes the person go through situations in order to reveal the reality of what
is established in her heart, to awaken her. If she ignores this, Allah will bring situations again and
again. However, if she keeps ignoring and does not consider it as a nurturing of Allah, and
blames people and ascribes purity to herself, Allah will seal her heart and insight until she no
longer checks her heart and attitude, and she will live like that until she meets Allah. Allah will
not let her see the right as right and wrong as wrong; she will see everything upside down.
E.g. A person rejoices at the misfortune of others. A conflict occured, and because of jealousy,
she may advise the person while inwardly she is happy. Because of lack of belief in Allah's
Name العليم, she may say good words in the form of advice, while in her heart she is rejoices at
the hardship of the person.

On the Day of Judgement, Allah will put a wall between the believers and hypocrites. What did
the hypocrites do?
In Surat Al-Hadid [57:14]:
"(The hypocrites) will call the believers: "Were we not with you?" The believers will reply:
"Yes! But you led yourselves into temptations, you looked forward for our destruction; you
doubted (in Faith); and you were deceived by false desires, till the Command of Allah came
to pass. And the chief deceiver (Satan) deceived you in respect of Allah."
""فتنتم أنفسكم
They would tell lies to themselves and the people.We need to assess ourselves daily regarding
every situation we went through that day;-E.g. Allah made them say this word to me, Why?
However, do not allow this to reach the state of Waswaas. There are some who the Shaytan takes
into extreme regarding this matter; so they think they are hypocrites and that they do not do
anything for the sake of Allah. Do not reach this state, nor neglect yourself. Be moderate; if you
feel that you fell into shortcomings ask Allah to forgive and help you. Make Du'a in order to not
let the Shaytan overcome you, because if he overcomes you he will make you despair in the
Mercy of Allah and leave doing everything altogether.
It is important to check yourself before you take an action, while taking the action, and after
taking the action. And always pray to Allah. If you do this, there will be no chance for the
Shaytan to mislead and overcome you.
" "غُتكم اآلماني- They were deceived by false hopes. They did abundant good deeds believing that
they were all accepted by Allah, but because they were not based on sincerity, they were not
accepted.
" "و غُتكم باهلل غُور- And the Shaytan deceived them, by assuring them that their good deeds are
accepted, they are guaranteed Paradise, etc.
In Surah Al-Infitar [82:6]:
"O man! What has made you careless concerning your Lord, the Most Generous?"
This is because he did not know about Allah's Perfect Attributes. He did not know about Allah's
Perfect Knowledge; that Allah knows the details of our heart and intentions. Therefore, the
person became deceived and dealt with Allah with carelessness.
When we deal with Allah, we have to deal with Him with our hearts, not outward deeds.
In Surah Shu'araah [26:87-89], Ibrahim  عليه السالمsaid:
"And disgrace me not on the Day when (all the creatures) will be resurrected"

"The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will avail,"
"Except him who brings to Allah a clean heart [clean from Shirk (polytheism) and Nifaq
(hypocrisy)]."
The Prophet  ﷺused to ask Allah:
"...صا ِد ًقا
َ  َو َأ ْس َأ ُلكَ َق ْلبًا سَ ِلي ًما َو ِلسَا ًنا..."
"And I ask You for a sound heart and a truthful tongue"
This is what will benefit you with Allah on the Day of Judgement.
SECOND SENTENCE:
 فال يخفى عليه شيء من اْلشياء، و المستقبل،ُ بالماضي و الحاض، و السفلي،وبالعالم العلوي
He Whose Knowledge encompasses the upper world, the lower world, the affairs of the
creation, the past, the present, and the future; nothing is hidden from Him.
The Upper World = The Heavens and all it contains
The Lower World = The Earth and all it containsAllah Knows what happened, what is
happening, and what will happen in the future. He knows everything.
The Qur'an is full of evidences for this statement:
E.g. Surah Al-Qamar [54:49]:
"Verily, We have created all things with Qadar (Divine Preordainments of all things before
their creation, as written in the Book of Decrees Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz)"
Because of Allah's Perfect Knowledge, 50,000 years before the creation of the heavens and earth,
He Created the pen and commanded it to write everything that would happen in detail from that
moment until the Day of Judgement. Even you putting your hand on your cheek is written in The
Preserved Tablet. And Allah Knew about it before the creation of the heavens and earth, that on
this day, on that moment, so-and-so will put her hand on her cheek, and it is inscribed on the
Preserved Tablet.
Now, everything happens according to the Will of Allah; No one can repel it. Allah created you
and your actions.
E.g. Surah Sad [38:85]:
"That I will fill Hell with you [Iblis (Satan)] and those of them (mankind) that follow you,
together."

Allah is informing Iblis of something that will happen on the Day of Judgement.
E.g. Surah Muzzamil [73:20]:
"Verily, your Lord knows that you do stand (to pray at night) a little less than two-thirds
of the night, or half the night, or a third of the night, and so do a party of those with you,
And Allah measures the night and the day. He knows that you are unable to pray the whole
night, so He has turned to you (in mercy). So, recite you of the Quran as much as may be
easy for you. He knows that there will be some among you sick, others travelling through
the land, seeking of Allah's Bounty; yet others fighting in Allah's Cause. So recite as much
of the Quran as may be easy (for you), and perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat) and give
Zakat, and lend to Allah a goodly loan, and whatever good you send before you for
yourselves, (i.e. Nawafil non-obligatory acts of worship: prayers, charity, fasting, Hajj and
'Umrah, etc.), you will certainly find it with Allah, better and greater in reward. And seek
Forgiveness of Allah. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most-Merciful."
Allah enjoined Qiyam Al-Layl upon the Prophet ﷺ. Allah informs us that He knows some are
unable to pray the whole night, because they are sick, working, engaged in Jihad; therefore recite
as much as you can - meaning establish the night with prayer with as much as you can recite of
Qur'an.
E.g. Surah Al-Hadid [57:22]:
"No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves but is inscribed in the Book of Decrees
(Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz), before We bring it into existence. Verily, that is easy for Allah."
There is no calamity that befalls you (sufferings, diseases, etc.) or in the land (famine, floods,
etc.), except that Allah knew about it before He created the creation. And He Knew what your
reaction was going to be before He sent the calamity. But we do not know, and that is our test.
The Prophet  ﷺsaid:

ُ َوعَُأ
ب ه
س َن ٍة
اّلِل ُ َم َقادَي َُ ا أل َخ َالئَقَ َق أب َل َأ أن يَ أخ ُل َق ال ه
َ س َم َوا
َ ف
َ ت َوا َْلرأ ضَ ب َ َخ أم َسينَ َأ أل
َ َ َكت-  َقا َل- ش ُه َع َلى ا أل َما َء
"Allah ordained the measures (of quality) of the creation fifty thousand years before He created
the heavens and the earth, as His Throne was upon water." [Muslim #2653]
Your ( رزقprovision) has already been written and ordained for you by Allah. You will not get
more nor less than that.
THIRD SENTENCE:
 و ما لم يكن أن لو كان كيف يكون،علم ما كان و ما سيكون
He knows what used to be and what will be, and knows what will not be how it will be (its
state it if occurs)

Allah knows how what is never going to happen would be if it happened. There are two
examples of this in the Qur'an:
Surah At-Tawbah [9:47]:
"Had they marched out with you, they would have added to you nothing except disorder,
and they would have hurried about in your midst (spreading corruption) and sowing
sedition among you, and there are some among you who would have listened to them. And
Allah is the All-Knower of the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers, etc.)."
The Prophet  ﷺcalled everyone to march out for the Battle of Tabuk, and the hypocrites stayed
behind. Allah informs us the wisdom behind making the hypocrites stay behind - they would not
have added anything to the believers except disorder.
Do not be sad for whoever Allah makes stay behind from activities. You do not know, if those
people come, they may cause disorder and Fitnah  فتنةamongst us.
This did not happen - but Allah is informing us that if they had come out, this would have been
the result.
Surah Al-Anbiya [21:22]:
"Had there been therein (in the heavens and the earth) gods besides Allah, then verily both
would have been ruined. Glorified be Allah, the Lord of the Throne, (High is He) above
what they attribute to Him!"
We have One Ilah. If there was another God besides Allah, the whole universe would be ruined.
This did not happen and will never happen, but Allah knows the result of even the impossible.
Allah's Knowlesge encompasses everything.
#3 - When you know that Allah Knows the past, present, and future, you will feel at rest
towards the Shari'ah of Allah People say, "In the past they used to travel on camels, we have
planes. Nowadays the woman needs to work, it is not like in the past, we live in the 21st
Century....."
People who say these words do not believe in the Name of Allah العليم. Whatever Allah has
ordained and legislated for us is applicable to all people until the Day of Judgement, because
Allah, the All-Knower legislated it. He Knows what will happen in the future.
If one follows what Allah commanded him with, he will attain every good in his life. And if one
opposes the command of Allah, he will not attain any good in his life. Good comes in obeying
Allah.
E.g. The Prophet  ﷺsaid:

ا أل َحمأوُ ا أل َموأ ُت

"The brother in law is death" [Bukhari]
It is not allowed for a man to enter upon the wife of his brother. But people give excuses saying,
"When I married his brother he was a little boy, and I took care of him, I am old...etc" in order to
make the unlawful lawful. Allah Knows about the consequences of the matter which you deem
impossible. Allah Knows, otherwise He would not legislate that. How can you judge the decision
and Shari'ah of the Lawmaker with your deficient mind? This indicates lack of belief in the
Name of Allah العليم.
Ruling: Deficiency in Action is due to Deficiency in Faith Lack of belief that Allah's
Knowledge encompasses everything, makes a person measure everything with his logic. He does
not believe that Allah is  العليمso he judges everything in the Shari'ah and chooses what to act
upon.
So do not allow your daughter in law to sit with her brother in laws, saying we are one family
and have no feelings. You do not know what is in the heart of people, the woman is still a Fitnah
for the man. Especially nowadays, where a 60 year old woman looks young. Do not judge the
laws of Allah with your mind. This indicates the weak belief of the person.
The Name of Allah: Al-'Aleem [العليمPart 3]
One of the Noble Names of Allah is Al-'Aleem; which Allah mentioned in over 150 verses in the
Qur'an. This Name implies the Attribute of (العلمKnowledge) which is a ( صفة ذاتيةIntrinsic
Attribute); Allah has always been attributed with Knowledge, and will always be attributed with
it. It is an eternal attribute which never stops at any moment or any time.
Allah created the creation, and He Knows about His creation.
Surah Al-Baqarah Verse 29
ٍ اوا
ض ج ََميعًا ث ُ هم ا أ
ع َلي ٌم
َ ٍت ۚ َو ُه َو بَ ُك َل ش أَيء
ست َ َو ٰى إَلَى ال ه
َ َُه َو الهذَي َخل
َ س َم
َ س أب َع
َ سوه ا ُه هن
َ َاء ف
َ ق لَ ُكم مها فَي أاْلَرأ
َ س َم
He it is Who created for you all that is on earth. Then He Istawa (rose over) towards the
heaven and made them seven heavens and He is the All-Knower of everything.
As As-Sa'di mentioned: In many verses in the Qur'an, Allah connected His Creation with His
Knowledge, to emphasize that He Created everything and knows about everything He Created. It
is impossible that Allah created something and does not know about it. He Knows what benefits
His Creation and He accordingly set laws for us.
How can we judge Allah, His Actions and Laws with our deficient minds? This is due to lack of
belief in Allah's Name العليم, and this is what is happening nowadays.
Our belief should affect our behavior.
Surah Ibrahim Verse 24

ٌ صلُهَا ثَا َب
ُ ت َوفَُأ
شج ََُ ٍة َط َيبَ ٍة أَ أ
ب ه
اء
عهَا فَي ال ه
َ اّلِلُ َمث َ ًال َك َل َمةً َط َيبَةً َك
َ س َم
َ ََُ أف ض
َ أَلَ أم ت َ َُ َكي
See you not how Allah sets forth a parable? - A goodly word as a goodly tree, whose root is
firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky (i.e. very high).
Allah sets a parable of a goodly tree, which resembles faith in the heart of the believer. The
firmer its roots are fixed, the higher the branches extend in the sky. If  ال اله اال هللاis fixed firmly in
our hearts, and we fulfill all the conditions, the branches of our faith (which are our deeds) will
raise up to Allah. Allah will then accordingly accept these deeds and give us the fruit.
Impacts of Believing in the Name of Allah العليم
Shaykh Abdul-Razaq Al-Badr mentioned his book Fiqh AlAsmaa:

And there has come in the Qur'an vast explanations on the Knowledge of Allah, and that it
extends to everything, and that Allah has encompassed everything in Knowledge.
Then he mentioned examples:
1) Surah Al-An'am Verse 80
َان ۚ َو ََل أ َ َخافُ َما ت ُ أ
َوحَا هجهُ قَوأ ُمهُ ۚ قَا َل أَتُحَاجُّونَي فَي ه
س َع َربَي ُك هل ش أَيءٍ َع ألمًا
َ ش َُكُونَ بَ َه إَ هَل أَن يَشَا َء َربَي
َ ش أيئًا َو
َ اّلِلَ َوقَ أد َهد
َ
َ
َ
َأف َال تَتَذ هك ُُون
His people disputed with him. He said: "Do you dispute with me concerning Allah while He
has guided me, and I fear not those whom you associate with Allah in worship. (Nothing
can happen to me) except when my Lord (Allah) wills something. My Lord comprehends in
His Knowledge all things. Will you not then remember?
This is regarding Ibrahim عليه السالم.
" "وسع ربي كل شيء علما- "My Lord comprehends in His Knowledge all things."
Why did Ibrahim عليه السالمuse this particular Attribute of Allah when disputing with his
people who were Idolaters?
To Emphasize: Who deserves to be worshipped? The Idols or Allah? Do your Idols know
everything? Even if they know, does their knowledge encompass everything? This is proof that
Allah deserves ( التأليهDeification); because His Knowledge encompasses everything. The One
who deserves to be feared and worshipped is the One whose Knowledge is vast.

If my guardian has no knowledge of what I need, feel, and want, then how will he dispose my
affairs? How will he nurture me? How will he fulfill my needs? Why will I waste my time with
him?
While Allaah, is The All-Knower. He knows what I feel, even if I do not speak. He knows what
is good for me and what is not good for me. He knows what I need. This is why I have hope in
Him and am attached to Him. These idols do not know what I want, need, and feel. So who
deserves my hearts attachment?
Allah knows about all the billions of creations. Your idols do not even know the person in front
of them, so what about the rest of the creation? The Attribute of the True  مدبرis that He has vast
Knowledge.
This is the way, Ibrahim  عليه السالمrefuted his people; By mentioning the Knowledge of Allah.
2) Surah Ghafir Verse 7
ًسعأتَ ُك هل ش أَيءٍ ره حأ َمة
سبَحُونَ بَ َح أم َد َر َب َه أم َوي أُؤ َمنُونَ َب َه َويَ أ
َ ست َ أغ َف ُُونَ َللهذَينَ آ َمنُوا َربهنَا َو
َ ُش َو َم أن حَوأ لَهُ ي
َ اله َذينَ يَحأ َملُونَ أالعَُأ
أ
يم
َ س َبيلَكَ َوقَ َه أم
َ َو َع ألمًا َفاغفَُأ َلله َذينَ تَابُوا َواتهبَعُوا
َ َعذ
َ اب أالج ََح
Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) and those around it glorify the praises of
their Lord, and believe in Him, and ask forgiveness for those who believe (in the Oneness of
Allah) (saying): "Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge, so
forgive those who repent and follow Your Way, and save them from the torment of the
blazing Fire!
Before the Angels ask Allah, they praise Him first. And this is the manner of making دعاء.
" "ربنا وسعت كل شيء رحمة و علما- "Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and
knowledge"
What is the wisdom of using this particular Attribute of Allah along with Forgiveness?
Allah Knows what we have committed of sins, He Knows what state we committed the sin in,
and when we committed it. We forget, but Allah never forgets. He Knows what we have done in
detail.
If you want forgiveness of all your sins, then ask Allah by His Vast Knowledge. - O Allah you
know what I did in the past, even if I forgot. Forgive all my sins, the minor and the major, the
open and the secret, etc.

3) Surah Ta-Ha [20:98]:
"Your Ilah (God) is only Allah, the One (La ilaha illa Huwa) (none has the right to be
worshipped but He). He has full knowledge of all things."
This verse is mentioned after the story of As-Samiri.

Allah mentioned the punishment of Samiri, " "ال مساس- to not be touched; which is a strange
punishment. This is because Samiri touched what he should not have touched. He took a handful
of the sand from the hoofprint of Jibreel  عليه السالمand threw it in the fire which the ornaments of
the People of Pharoah were in, then took out a calf, claiming it was God.
The Scholars have three opinions with regards to ""ال مساس:
1) If anyone touched him, both Samiri and that person would be sick from a fever. This is the
preponderant opinion.
2) He was forbidden from associating with people. This is not a strong opinion.
3) His offspring will be cut off; he cannot touch any woman. This is also a weak opinion.
Samiri was totally isolated, and this teaches us we should abandon the sinner, especially those
who commit Shirk and Bid'ah.
After Allah mentioned the punishment of Samiri, He mentioned the above verse.
What is the connection between the previous story/ Uloohiyah and Allah's Knowledge
comprehending all things? Bani Israeel worshipped the calf besides Allah which is why Allah
emphasizes again who deserves to be worshipped - the One whose Knowledge comprehends all
things. This is the second verse we have come across where the Uloohiyah of Allah is connected
with His Knowledge. How can they worship the calf and leave Allah, whose Knowledge
encompasses everything?
When you believe that Allah Knows about your state, deeds, sins, then you would hope, fear, and
expect from Him. But when you worship something which does not know what you did, want,
and feel, does he deserve that you put your needs at his gate? Rather you put your needs at the
gate of the one who knows.
What makes you practice your fear, love, Tawakkul, hope, although they are hidden actions of
the heart? When you know Allah's Knowledge encompasses everything. He Knows about your
love, hope, fear, reliance. This is the relationship between the slave and his God.
The Name of Allah: Al-'Aleem [العليمPart 4]
Impacts of Believing in the Name of Allah العليم
In his explanation of Allah's Name Al-'Aleem  العليمin Fiqh of Names of Allah فقه األسماء الحسنى,
Sheikh Abdur-Razzaq Al-Badr ( )حفظه هللاsaid:
#1
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[6:80]:

"His people disputed with him. He said: "Do you dispute with me concerning Allah while
He has guided me, and I fear not those whom you associate with Allah in worship. (Nothing
can happen to me) except when my Lord (Allah) wills something. My Lord comprehends in
His Knowledge all things. Will you not then remember?"
Allah's Knowledge extends to everything. He knows about His worshippers, what they need,
how they feel, what they are seeking, and He will accordingly give it to them. But these idols do
not have any knowledge; they do not know about your feelings nor needs. So who then deserves
to be worshipped? Allah.
b) In Surah Ghafir [40:7]:

"Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) and those around it glorify the praises of their
Lord, and believe in Him, and ask forgiveness for those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah)
(saying): "Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those who
repent and follow Your Way, and save them from the torment of the blazing Fire!"
The Bearers of the Throne are above the 7 Heavens, carrying the Throne of Allah. And yet they
pray for the believers on earth - specifically those who transgressed against themselves and then
repented to Allah.
Allah Knows about the repentance of the people, their real state, if they really feel remorse over
the sin and abandoned it. This is why the Angels said, " "ربنا وسعت كل شيء رحمة و علما- "Our Lord!
You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge"
It is as if they are saying: O Allah you know that they committed sins before, and you know what
the sin they committed are, and they are repenting to you, and you know if their repentance is
true; if they are feeling regret and remorse, because Your Knowledge encompasses everything.
So forgive their sins.
If you want forgiveness for your sins, pray as they did. Say ""ربي وسعت كل شيء رحمة و علما فاغفرلي
(O my Lord, You encompass everything in mercy and knowledge, so forgive me)
This supplication demonstrates your belief in the Knowledge and Mercy of Allah, and this is
more deserving of being accepted. Because Allah taught this ( دعاءInvocation) and the manners
the Angels have in it to us, in order that we do the same thing.

c) In Surah Ta-Ha [20:98]:

"Your Ilah (God) is only Allah, the One (La ilaha illa Huwa) (none has the right to be
worshipped but He). He has full knowledge of all things."

After mentioning the story of Samiri, Allah mentioned this verse.
Why do we worship Allah alone and no one else? Because His Knowledge encompasses
everything, unlike the calf which does not even know about the one worshipping it.
#2

And Allah mentioned that He surrounds everything with His Knowledge. He said:

Evidences:

a) Surah Talaq [65:12]:

"It is Allah Who has created seven heavens and of the earth the like thereof (i.e. seven). His
Command descends between them (heavens and earth), that you may know that Allah has
power over all things, and that Allah surrounds (comprehends) all things in (His)
Knowledge."
Allah connected His Creation of the whole dominion with His Ability and Knowledge. Allah
encompasses everything in His Great Dominion with His Knowledge. Nothing is hidden from
His Knowledge; Nothing escapes his Knowledge. He encompasses and surrounds us with His
Knowledge.
b) Surah Aal-Imran [3:120]:

"If a good befalls you, it grieves them, but if some evil overtakes you, they rejoice at it. But
if you remain patient and become Al-Muttaqun (the pious), not the least harm will their
cunning do to you. Surely, Allah surrounds all that they do."
Allah consoles the believers and threatens the disbelievers in this verse. The state of the
disbelievers is that it grieves them whenever they see any good befalling the believers and
rejoice when any evil overtakes them. Allah says that no harm will touch you because of their
plot, but when will this happen? If you do two things:
1) " "تصبروا- Are Patient
2) " "تتقوا- Practice Taqwa
Then no matter what they plot against you, they will never harm you. Why?
" "إن هللا يعملون محيط- (Because) Allah Encompasses everything they do
Do not worry, nor panic, because no matter what they do, no harm of the disbelievers will touch
you, as long as you are patient and fear Allah. This is because you have taken the two important
means of protection as a means of repulsion of their plot. Allah surrounds them and Allah is Able
to repel their plot.
E.g. If, for example, someone comes complaining of the state of the Muslim World, and how the
disbelievers are plotting against them, how would you reply to them?
Let them plot. If you are patient and have Taqwa of Allah then no harm will touch you. But the
question is, are we patient and have Taqwa? Let every Muslim look into his personal life. When
he is at home alone, does he practice Taqwa? Allah promised their plot will not harm you if you
are patient and practice Taqwa. This is threat for the disbelievers and a consolation for the
believers. If you are patient and Muttaqi do not be afraid, because Allah encompasses everything
and surrounds them. Allah is Able to repel their harm, but you need to fear Allah and have
patience.
Patience is to hold your tongue from complaining, gossiping, backbiting, etc. We should show
patience when calamities befall us, when obeying Allah, when refraining from disobeying Allah.
Do we show patience during these situations? If we are alone in our houses, countries, rooms,

and no one is with us, do we really practice Taqwa? Then only can we complain that the
disbelievers are plotting against us. This verse is a very important verse to understand, especially
now, due to the calamities that surround us.
Allah is threatening the disbelievers and hypocrites who are always plotting against the
believers; He surrounds their actions with His Knowledge. Allah will turn their plot against them
and no harm will touch you.
Therefore, when you know that Allah's Knowledge encompasses everything, If you are afraid or
suspect that someone is plotting against you, you would deal with the situation with Patience and
Taqwa.

Taqwa is by acting upon the command of Allah and avoiding the prohibitions of Allah, not by
plotting back against the person who plots against you. It is wrong to waste your time plotting in
revenge. Usually, the plot is hidden. We do not know about it; but Allah Knows. He Surrounds
everything in His Knowledge.
You should just show patience, act upon the command of Allah in all your affairs and abstain
from sins, and Allah will repel their plot from you. This applies to any plot and any situation. Do
not be afraid and do not plot back against that person, even if you know who it is. And if you do
not know, it is not required from you to look for the person who is trying to plot against you is.
You should focus on obeying Allah and practicing Taqwa in your life. Their plot will never harm
you, because Allah is Able to repel their harm from you. Just be patient and have Taqwa.

There are people who think that if someone did wrong to them it is lawful to backbite about
them. But do not backbite, even if you know they are plotting against you. Show patience
without complaint and be content with the Qadar of Allah. Their plot will vanish soon. Be at rest.
This should be ones attitude throughout his life, regardless of who is plotting against him.
In Surah Fatir [35:43]:

"(They took to flight because of their) arrogance in the land and their plotting of evil. But
the evil plot encompasses only him who makes it. Then, can they expect anything (else), but

the Sunnah (way of dealing) of the peoples of old? So no change will you find in Allah's
Sunnah (way of dealing), and no turning off will you find in Allah's Sunnah (way of
dealing)."
"س ِيِّئ إال بأهله
َّ  "و ال يحيق المكر ال- "But the evil plot encompasses only him who makes it."
Allah mentioned that whoever plots evil, sooner or later, this plot will turn back on him. This is
the Sunnah of Allah in this life.
A long time ago, there was a second wife who wanted to separate a man from his first wife, and
performed magic to separate between the two. After sometime, the first wife was cured by
Allah's Will. When the husband came to know about it, he divorced the second wife. She wanted
the husband to divorce that wife, but it came back to her. No one plots evil, regardless of what
kind of evil, but it will come back to the doer.
" "فلن تجد لسنة هللا تبديال و لن تجد لسنة هللا تحويال- "So no change will you find in Allah's Sunnah (way of
dealing), and no turning off will you find in Allah's Sunnah (way of dealing)."
It has always been this way and will always be this way. So do not ever think of plotting against
anyone. Leave it to Allah, because Allah Encompasses all what they do in Knowledge.
3) Surah Hud [11:91-92]:

"They said: "O Shu'aib! We do not understand much of what you say, and we see you a
weak (man, it is said that he was a blind man) among us. Were it not for your family, we
should certainly have stoned you and you are not powerful against us."
When Shu'ayb  عليه السالمtold them to ask forgiveness, that Allah is Wadood, they said that they
did not understand what he was saying and threatened to kill him. What was Shu'ayb 'عليه السالمs
response?

"He said: "O my people! Is then my family of more weight with you than Allah? And you
have cast Him away behind your backs. Verily, my Lord is surrounding all that you do."
The 'encompassment of Allah' " "إحاطة العلم هللاis mostly used as a response to those who attack or
threaten the believers
This has a similar meaning to the verse in Surah Aal-Imran. Allah is Able to repel their plotting
and harm. If you go through a similar situation,where someone threatens you, then if you are on
the right path, your belief that Allah surrounds and encomapasses everything with His
Knowledge should make you strong. As long as you are patient and have Taqwa of Allah, no
harm will touch you.
The people of falsehood may sometimes overcome the believers, and this is a test from Allah for
your belief and truthfulness. What will you think about Allah? This is exactly what happened to
Imam Bukhari رحمه هللا. If you go through a similar situation, sooner or later Allah will elevate
your fame, or even after your death, or on the Day of Judgement. But have sure belief that this
will happen.
In the Dunya the disbelievers are persecuting the believers and you see the situation getting
worse and worse. But we have faith and belief that Allah will not let His religion fade away, He
will support the believers sooner or later. It may happen during our lifetime or after our death,
but be sure that this will happen.
Al-Bukhari went through a calamity at the end of his life. People forged a lie against him in
order for people to not to come to his gatherings. They claimed that he had the wrong belief in
Allah and the Qur'an. He left his own village, and died. But after his death, Allah elevated his
fame. And look at Bukhari رحمه هللا, it has been over a 1000 years, and now everyone says
Bukhari along with رحمه هللا. Millions of people send mercy on him. And his book is the most
authentic after the Qur'an. Allah is the One who elevated him. Do not think that relief could be in
this Dunya; it could be after your death or on the Day of Judgement, but be sure that the support
of Allah will come.
The life of this world is a battle between patience, Taqwa, and your Rights. The one who shows
patience and practices Taqwa will take his rights after some time. Look at Yusuf عليه اسالم, who
was oppressed by his brothers. After so many years he was elevated by Allah, and his brothers
came to him humiliated, whilst begging. And Yusuf عليه السالمsaid, as Allah mentioned in Surah
Yusuf [12:90]:

"They said: "Are you indeed Yusuf (Joseph)?" He said: "I am Yusuf (Joseph), and this is
my brother (Benjamin). Allah has indeed been gracious to us. Verily, he who fears Allah
with obedience to Him (by abstaining from sins and evil deeds, and by performing
righteous good deeds), and is patient, then surely, Allah makes not the reward of the
Muhsinun (good-doers) to be lost."
Do not forget patience and Taqwa. This is your weapon to face the calamities in this life. And
Allah will never let the reward of the Good doers - Muhsineen go in vain.
4) In Surah Nisa [4:108]:

"They conceal [their evil intentions and deeds] from the people, but they cannot conceal
[them] from Allah , and He is with them [in His knowledge] when they spend the night in
such as He does not accept of speech. And ever is Allah of what they do, encompassing."
This is in the context of the hypocrites. They hide their crimes from men, but not from Allah.
When they leave the Prophet  ﷺand go home, they plot at night against him. Most of the verses
about the  إحاطة العلم هللاis regarding plotting, because plotting is usually hidden, and no one knows
about it except Allah. This is like a person who is smiling at you and hiding a dagger behind his
back to kill you. He does not know that Allah is surrounding him with Knowledge; He knows
what is behind is back. This person may say something to you, while he intends evil in his heart.

Allah is with us with His Knowledge, and it encompasses everything. If you have belief in this,
you would show shyness before Allah.
You would feel shy to conceal an ill-intention, to say something and do something else, or say
something with your tongue while your heart conceals something else, to plot against people, etc.

It is not of the attitude of the believers to plot against others. The one who hides his crime from
people and does not hide his crime from Allah is not a sincere person. The sign of sincerity is
that the deeds of the person in front of people is the same as when he is alone in his house. There
is no difference his state in front of the people nor when he is alone in his house. The praise of
the people does not affect him, nor does the blame of the people, nor does the punishment of the
people, nor the reward and gifts from the people. He is the same person and performs the same
deeds whether the people praise or dispraise him, whether they give him or do not give him,
whether he is alone or in public.
What is the problem with the hypocrites - what made them hide their crimes from people? It is
the lack of belief that Allah's knowledge encompasses everything. Because of their weak faith in
Allah and that His Knowledge encompasses everything, they show that they are good in front of
people, whilst hiding the knife behind their backs. Allah Knows about Everything.
The Name of Allah: Al-'Aleem [العليمPart 5]
Although majority of the Muslims know the meaning of the Name of Allah العليم, the impact of
believing in it is very weak in our lives. This Name implies the Attribute of ( العلمKnowledge).
Knowledge is a common attribute between the creation and Allah. How can we practice
Tawheed with regards to it? To single Allah's Knowledge out with Perfection. In order to do so,
we need to compare our knowledge with Allah's Knowledge.
The knowledge of humans is preceded with ignorance and is followed with forgetfulness. Allah's
knowledge is perfect; it is neither preceded with ignorance, nor followed with forgetfulness..
Allah's Knowledge is vast, it comprehends everything, it surrounds everything. Nothing escapes
from Allah's Knowledge, no matter how min it may be. Allah therefore usually mentions " إحاطة
 "علمهwith the plots of the disbelievers and hypocrites. Console your heart; no matter how much
they are plotting, Allah is there for you. His knowledge encompasses everything and He will take
them into account for it. This will prevent you from feeling fear.
Impacts of Believing in the Name of Allah العليم
3) Allah's Knowledge encompasses the secrets, the open, the seen and the unseen.

Evidences:
a) Surah Ibrahim [14:38]
"O our Lord! Certainly, You know what we conceal and what we reveal. Nothing on the
earth or in the heaven is hidden from Allah."
Ibrahim asks Allah to Make Makkah a place of security and to keep him as a Muwwahid.
Then he justifies his request in the following verse:
"O my Lord! They have indeed led astray many among mankind. But whoso follows me, he
verily is of me. And whoso disobeys me, - still You are indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful." [14:35]
"O our Lord! I have made some of my offspring to dwell in an uncultivable valley by Your
Sacred House (the Ka'bah at Makkah); in order, O our Lord, that they may perform AsSalat (Iqamat-as-Salat), so fill some hearts among men with love towards them, and (O
Allah) provide them with fruits so that they may give thanks." [14:36]
After Ibrahim  عليه السالمasked for these requests, he said, as mentioned in Verse 38:
"O our Lord! Certainly, You know what we conceal and what we reveal. Nothing on the
earth
or
in
the
heaven
is
hidden
from
Allah."
What is the connection between these verses? Why did Ibrahim  عليه السالمconclude the du'a
with this verse? When Ibrahim  عليه السالمmade his requests, he justified them. He said "I want
this and this" because "this and this".
So when Ibrahim  عليه السالمconcluded his supplication with the aforementioned verse, it was as if
he was saying: You truly know exactly what I intended by these requests. You know what I
conceal when I make du'a.
We may ask Allah for something because of such and such, whilst there is something else we
want behind that request. It is as if Ibrahim  عليه السالمis saying: You know my truthfulness, you
know my state, you know what we show openly in our du'a and of our deeds, you know
everything.
This means that the person who makes du'a should be truthful with Allah. He should not ask
Allah for a request and say I am asking because of this and that, whilst he has something else in
his heart. Allah Knows exactly why you are asking that supplication, and what exactly you need
from Him. He knows our intentions.
Ibrahim  عليه السالمleft his offspring in Makkah, in a place where there was no cultivation nor
people. Who would know them in that place, which was completely deserted? No one but Allah.

Also, notice that Ibrahim  عليه السالمsaid, "( "و َل يخفى على هللا من شيءAnd nothing from anything
is hidden to Allah) not "( "و َل يخفى على هللا شيءNothing is hidden from Allah)
 =منFrom
=شيءA thing
A  شيءcould be an ant for example.  منindicates تبعيض, Allah even knows about that specific part
or organ of that ant. This shows us the precision of Allah's Knowledge.
Also notice, he said: " "فجعل أفئدة من الناس- He asked Allah to direct the heart of some people. If
there was no من, the hearts of all people would be directed to them.
This shows you that the Qur'an is from Allah, the All-Knower. Even the word  منhas a meaning
in the Qur'an, and we should not skip it. The meaning is far more deep in Arabic than when
translated in English. It is always best to learn to read the Quran and understand it in Arabic.
The human soul is like an open page to Allah. He Knows everything in the human self, whether
it is the intentions, wishes, struggles, ambitions, feelings, aims, self-discussions, of the person.
Allah Knows the little movements of the hearts. He knows " ;"من شيءHe knows everything.
Whoever Knows that Allah's Knowledge encompasses the secrets, will purify his inner self, so
that it complies with his outward appearance, the Shari'ah, and the truth. There would be no
difference between his inner and outer self, nor his actions and statements with what is in his
heart.
b) Surah Ghafir [40:19]
"Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts conceal."
" "خائنةis derived from the words  يخون، خانwhich means betrayal/treachery.
This means that the eyes may betray.
The eye looks and sees. " "خائنة األعينis a type of look which no one on the surface of the earth
can detect, except Allah. Another word is "( "استراق النظرStealing Glances). The eyes steals when
it looks at what it is not allowed to look at; something which is unlawful for you to see. And this
happens in less than a second. It is a quick look of the eyes at something which is unlawful for
that particular person to look at.
e.g. A man shows people that he lowers his gaze. But a woman passes by in front of him, and he
steals a glance. No one felt or detected that look except Allah.
e.g. A person is visiting another person's house. The houses have rooms which are closed. One
door was opened, and this person stole a glance into that room. It is unlawful for him to look
inside without permission. This look is  خائنة األعينand is against him.

e.g. Looking into your neighbour's house. Some people do not even do خائنة األعين, they look and
watch, and this is even worse.
In Surah Ta-Ha [20:131]
"And strain not your eyes in longing for the things We have given for enjoyment to various
groups of them (polytheists and disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah), the splendour of the
life of this world that We may test them thereby. But the provision (good reward in the
Hereafter) of your Lord is better and more lasting."
Allah forbade the Prophet  ﷺand his followers from looking at what Allah granted the People of
the Dunya as a Fitnah for them.
E.g. Your friend is wearing a new ring, necklace, watch. You see it, but you do not want to show
her that you care or you do not want her to accuse you of Hasad. So as soon as she turns her
face, you steal a glance at it.
Ali  رضي هللا عنهsaid, "The first look is for you, the second look is against you"
If you saw it the first time it is ok, but do not look again. Some Scholars said the second look is
خائنة األعين.
" "و ما تخفي صدور- "and all that the breasts conceal."
We are accountable for this look. You may give excuses as to why you are looking, but Allah
Knows why. And He Knows the sicknesses of your heart. Allah Knows why that man looked at
that woman, even if he gives excuses.
In the next verse (Verse 20):
"And Allah judges with truth, while those to whom they invoke besides Him, cannot judge
anything. Certainly, Allah! He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer."
Allah Knows, and accordingly He will Judge.
Knowing about Allah's Name  العليمmakes a person upright. The heart will be  مستفيمwhen it is
aware of Allah's Knowledge. The person will take care of his eyes, ears, heart when his belief in
the Name of Allah  العليمis strong. This will encourage him to avoid sinning and comply with the
command of Allah.
c) Surah Qaf [50:16]:
"And indeed We have created man, and We know what his own self whispers to him. And
We are nearer to him than his jugular vein (by Our Knowledge)."

This is not the Waswasa of the Shaytan, but the Waswasa of the self. This means that the self
also whispers and suggests.
The bad ending of a person is based on a  دسيسةin the heart.
 = دسto hide. That is why gloves are called  دسوسin Arabic, because you hide your hands in it.
 دسيسةis an evil secret is hidden in the self of the person which will appear before or at the time
of his death through his tongue, actions, or form.
The Prophet  ﷺsaid,

ُ  َح هتى َما يَ ُك،اّلِل َ إ َ هن َأ َحدَ ُك أم ـ َأ َو الُه ُج َل ـ يَ أع َم ُل بَعَ َم َل َأ أه َل ال هن َار
َف َو ه
 َفيَ أ،ٍون بَ أي َن ُه َوبَ أي َنهَا َغ أي ُُ بَاع ٍ َأوأ َذ َراع
 َفيَ أع َم ُل، ُسبَقُ َع َل أي َه ا أل َكتَاب
ُ  َح هتى َما يَ ُك، َوإ َ هن الُه ُج َل َليَ أع َم ُل بَعَ َم َل َأ أه َل ا أل َج هن َة، َفيَ أد ُخ ُلهَا،بَعَ َم َل َأ أه َل ا أل َج هن َة
 َفيَ أ،ون بَ أي َن ُه َوبَ أي َنهَا َغ أي ُُ َذ َراع ٍ َأوأ َذ َرا َع أي َن
سب َ ُق َع َل أي َه
أ
َ
ُ
َ
َ
ه
ُ
أ
 فيَ أدخلهَا، فيَ أع َم ُل بَعَ َم َل أه َل الن َار، ُال َكتَاب
"And by Allah, a person among you (or a man) may do deeds of the people of the Fire till
there is only a cubit or an arm-breadth distance between him and the Fire, but then that
writing (which Allah has ordered the angel to write) precedes, and he does the deeds of the
people of Paradise and enters it; and a man may do the deeds of the people of Paradise till
there is only a cubit or two between him and Paradise, and then that writing precedes and he
does the deeds of the people of the Fire and enters it." [Bukhari #6594]
What made that person, after doing apparent good deeds throughout his life, perform evil
deeds a short period before his death, and end his life upon that - so that he becomes one of
the people of Hell? Due to a  دسيسin his heart; an evil secret which he neglected in his heart, and
it appeared during that time.
Thoughts in the heart are of four kinds:
1)  خاطُة- Passing Thoughts
This is a passing thought which does not settle in the heart. It passes for seconds in the heart and
you do not think of it after.
2)  حديث النفس- Thoughts which you discuss within yourself
You discuss and think about the passing thought for some time, but then it passes and you forget
about it. You do not take any action.
3)  الهم- A Concern / Intention
This is a thought you have discussed with yourself, and now you intend to take an action on. This
is an intention, which if you get the chance to do, you may do.
4)  العزم- Resolution / Strong Will

This is a thought which you discuss with yourself, then intend to take an action on, then plan and
have a firm resolve to do it. You only need the morning to appear in order to take the action.
Which category does  دسيسةfall under?
In  الهمand العزم. This is something you are thinking about all the time, you are just waiting to get
the chance to do it. We are not accountable for  خاطرةand حديث النفس, whether evil or good. We are
however accountable for  الهمand العزم, because the thought has now settled into an intention.
e.g. A person intends to commit suicide or murder. This thought first passes the mind. If that
thought passes without the person thinking further about it, he is not accountable. If the thought
reoccurs and he starts mentally planning for it and intending to it, it will reach the state of العزم.
The self whispers: Do this, harm her the same way she harmed you, etc.
If you see yourself thinking and cannot get rid of this thought, know that you have reached the
state of  الهمand العزم. In this stage, immediately seek refuge in Allah. Ask Allah's protection from
the evil of yourself and the Shaytan. Ask Allah's forgiveness and repent to Allah; because you
are now accountable for this stage. And you will be rewarded for this Jihad An-Nafs.
If you accepted and discussed a bad thought, you gave it a chance to settle. So plucking it out of
your heart will be even more difficult, and will require more Jihad.
Sometimes you may enjoy that evil thought. Like some people have sexual thoughts. These
thoughts come from the Shaytan. If the person repels it with Isti'aadhah and makes Istighfar, it
will not harm him. But there are some people who enjoy that thought, until it settles, affects
them, and makes them take wrong actions. They do not know that what they are doing, even if it
is hidden from the people, it is Haraam, and they will be accountable for it. They need to make a
lot of Jihad An-Nafs, hate themselves for doing that, and Allah will help them overcome the
Waswaas.
دسيسةvery dangerous for your faith, because it may take it away. It starts with a simple thought,
but because it is sinful, it may lead to the diminishing of faith of the person. A person may have a
 دسيسةin his heart which remains until the end of his life, until he dies committing the sin.
e.g. Having doubt regarding the religion. If this doubt is not cleared, it may appear on the tongue
at the time of death.
The evidence that we are accountable for the latter two types of thoughts?

Their reward is the same, although the second and fourth person just wished. He just had a  ه ِّمhe was concerned, thought about it a lot, and wanted to do it, so he will be recompensed for that.
They are same in reward / same in sin, although the second and fourth people did not take any
action. They only had a  همand resolution; so if they got the chance, they would do it.
We are responsible for our ( همومconcerns). Look at what you are concerned about, because you
will be accountable for it. Your concerns will either be a means of your good end or a means of a
bad end, depending what type of concerns you have in your heart. Good thoughts and concerns
are an indication of the piety of a person.
Remedy for evil thoughts:
1-  إستعاذة- Seeking Refuge with Allah
2-  إستغفار- Asking Allah to Forgive you
3- Making دعاء
4- Holding Fast to Knowledge and Practicing Taqwa of Allah.

If you do not have knowledge, these bad thoughts will come, and you will believe that they are
just merely thoughts, and as long as you do not take an action, you will not be accountable. We
need knowledge and Taqwa of Allah to struggle against these bad thoughts.
The Name of Allah - Al 'Aleem [ العليمPart 6]
And Allah mentioned that His Knowledge encompasses the secrets, the open, the unseen,
and the seen.

Ibn Uthaymeen  رحمه هللاsaid that the heart is always concerned and intending to do things. It
either is preoccupied with intending good, or preoccupied with intending evil.
The Prophet  ﷺsaid:

إ َ هن ه
" َ ُث هم بَيهنَ َذ َلك،َت َوالسهيَئَات
َ س َنا
َ ب ا أل َح
َ َاّلِل َ َكت
"Allah ordered (the appointed angels over you) that the good and the bad deeds be written,
and He then showed (the way) how (to write).

س َن ٍة َف َل أم يَ أع َم ألهَا َكتَبَهَا ه
،س َن ًة كَا َم َل ًة
َ اّلِل ُ َل ُه َع أندَ ُه َح
َ َف َم أن َه هم ب َ َح
If somebody intends to do a good deed and he does not do it, then Allah will write for him a
full good deed (in his account with Him);
e.g. He wants to perform ablution to recite the Quran. If he does not do it, regardless if it is
intentional or unintentional, it will be written as a good deed for him.

َّ َفإ ِ ْن ه َُو َهمَّ بِهَا َفع َ ِم َلهَا َكتَبَهَا
ٍ اَّلل ُ َلهُ ِع ْندَه ُ عَ ْش َر َحسَنَا
،ٍضعَافٍ َكثِي َرة
ْ ضعْفٍ إ ِ َلى َأ
ِ ت إ ِ َلى سَ ْب ِع ِمائَ ِة
and if he intends to do a good deed and actually did it, then Allah will write for him (in his
account) with Him (its reward equal) from ten to seven hundred times to many more times:
The difference in reward is according to how much sincerity the person has and how much he
follows the Sunnah. Ibn Othaimeen  رحمه هللاsaid that the more sincere a person is, and the more
he follows the Sunnah, the more his reward will be. The less his sincerity, the less he follows the
Sunnah, the less reward he will get. This is why the reward varies between people, although they
may have performed the same deed.

َّ َو َم ْن َهمَّ بِسَيِِّئَ ٍة َف َل ْم يَعْ َم ْلهَا َكتَبَهَا
اَّلل ُ َلهُ ِع ْندَه ُ َحسَنَ ًة كَا ِم َل ًة
and if somebody intended to do a bad deed and he does not do it, then Allah will write a full
good deed (in his account) with Him,
In another narration it states "he does not do it out of fear of Allah"
Therefore, if a person wanted to do bad, but abandoned it out of fear of Allah, Allah will write it
as a good deed.

َفإَ أن ُه َو َه هم بَهَا َفعَ َم َلهَا َكتَبَهَا ه
احدَ ًة
َ سيَئ ًَة َو
َ اّلِل ُ َل ُه
and if he intended to do it (a bad deed) and actually did it, then Allah will write one bad deed
(in his account) ." [Bukhari #6491]
Also if someone resolved to do a bad deed, but failed to do it although he tried, a bad deed is
written in his account.
e.g. He intended to steal, but was not able to because he could not open the safe or the police
caught him. His reward is equal to the person who already performed the bad deed, the evidence
is the Hadith below:

 َقا َل َقا َل َرسُو ُل ه،سى
 َقا ُلوا يَا َرسُو َل ه. " س أي َف أي َه َما َفا أل َقاتَ ُل َوا أل َم أقتُو ُل فَي ال هن َار
إ َ َذا ا ألتَ َقى ا أل ُم أ
اّلِل َ ـ ﷺ ـ
َ اّلِل َ " ع أَن َأبَي مُو
َ َ س َل َما َن ب
أ
أ
َ
أ
َاحب َ َه
َ " َه َذا ال َقاتَ ُل َف َما بَا ُل ال َمق ُتو َل َقا َل " إ َ هن ُه أ َرادَ َق أت َل ص

It was narrated from Abu Musa that the Messenger of Allah  ﷺsaid: “When two Muslims
confront one another with their swords, both the killer and the slain will be in Hell.” They
said: “O Messenger of Allah, (we understand about) this killer, but what is wrong with the one
who is slain?” He said: “He wanted to kill his companion.’” [Ibn Majah #3964]
We should always intend to do good. Intend to go for Hajj, to Umrah, etc. because even if you do
not, you will have a reward for your intention. It does not cost you much; do not be miserly with
yourself. The hearts of the righteous are always boiling with good intentions, whereas the hearts
of the wicked are always boiling with bad intentions.
This is a commerce with Allah. The more good intentions you have, the more prosperous your
business will be with Allah.
d) Surah Al-Baqarah [2:235]
"And there is no sin on you if you make a hint of betrothal or conceal it in yourself, Allah
knows that you will remember them, but do not make a promise of contract with them in
secret except that you speak an honourable saying according to the Islamic law (e.g. you
can say to her, "If one finds a wife like you, he will be happy"). And do not consummate
the marriage until the term prescribed is fulfilled. And know that Allah knows what is in
your minds, so fear Him. And know that Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearing."
This is about a man who wants to propose to a woman who is in her Iddah after her husband
died.
""عُضتم
-  تعريض- Hint / Indirect Reference
You cannot directly ask her to marry you, but you can hint.
""واعلموا أن هللا يعلم في انفسكم فاحذروا
This is a severe warning from Allah. Allah Knows what is inside your inner self, so you should
beware of Allah. This should frighten us. We should be careful of Allah; we should fear His
Punishment.
""واعلموا أن هللا غفور حليم
And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Forbearing.
Allah knows what we are hiding in our hearts. Do not directly propose to the woman in her Iddah
or make a contract with her secretly. Even if no one knows, Allah is the All Knower of the
secrets. When her Iddah finishes, you are allowed to directly propose.

The person who is aware that Allah knows what is in his and not be deceived by the praise of the
people. He will not rejoice nor think highly of himself when people praise him.
e) Surah Tawbah [9:78]:
"Know they not that Allah knows their secret ideas, and their Najwa (secret counsels), and
that Allah is the All-Knower of the unseen."
In the previous verses:
"And of them are some who made a covenant with Allah (saying): "If He bestowed on us of
His Bounty, we will verily, give Sadaqah (Zakat and voluntary charity in Allah's Cause)
and will be certainly among those who are righteous."
"Then when He gave them of His Bounty, they became niggardly [refused to pay the
Sadaqah (Zakat or voluntary charity)], and turned away, averse."
"So He punished them by putting hypocrisy into their hearts till the Day whereon they
shall meet Him, because they broke that (covenant with Allah) which they had promised
Him and because they used to tell lies."
The context of the above verses is about the hypocrites. They made a covenant with Allah,
saying that if Allah gave them of His bounty, they would spend out of it. Then Allah gave them,
but they broke that covenant. Allah then punished them by putting hypocrisy in their hearts until
the Day they meet Him. Then, Allah said in Verse 78:
"Know they not that Allah knows their secret ideas, and their Najwa (secret counsels), and
that Allah is the All-Knower of the unseen."
The hypocrites have lack of knowledge about Allah's Knowledge and Awareness. This is why
they showed something contrary to what was concealed in their hearts. They thought they could
deceive Allah.
Note: When Allah's decrees descend upon someone and it is a severe calamity, we should not
look at its severity. We should instead look at the Mercy of Allah in that situation, regardless if
the person is a sinner or a righteous person.
When Allah sends the Qadar on the sinner, we should not say he does not deserve it, it is unfair,
etc. because the One who decreed that affliction upon him is more Merciful than us. Because,
when Allah, the Merciful, decreed it for that person, He did so for a wisdom. He is العليم الحكيم
e.g. A man deals with Riba. Allah afflicts him with loss of all properties so he has no money to
feed himself or his family. Allah wills to purify him from his sin, and wills to make him quit that
sin, to protect him from Hellfire, whose punishment is severer than this calamity.

Allah Knows best why He is afflicting him with that calamity. In it is a mercy from Allah; to
purify him from his sins. It is good for him; if he shows patience.
Similarly, If the person is righteous we should not say that he does not deserve it. How do you
know? You do not know what Allah wills for that person. If the person is really righteous this
calamity will elevate him in ranks. Allah does not want him to be in a low degree in Paradise; he
wants him to be in a higher degree.
If we meet anyone whom Allah has afflicted, we should help him be patient. Help him by
encouraging him to have hope in Allah, by invoking for him in his absence, asking Allah to
relieve him, cure him, remove the calamity.
You are commanded to be patient and endure that calamity patiently, and you will be rewarded
abundantly. You may be protected from entering Hellfire because of that calamity. " وهللا يعلم و أنتم
 "ال تعلمون- Allah Knows and you do not know. Be patient, wait for the relief, even if you wait
your entire life. This life is not important, what is important is the Day of Judgement. Perhaps
this calamity you hate, will be a means from protecting you from Hellfire, a means of elevation
of ranks with you in Paradise, a means of attaining Allah's Pleasure and Pardon.
The Name of Allah - Al 'Aleem [ العليمPart 7]
Impacts of Believing in the Name of Allah العليم
And Allah mentioned that His Knowledge encompasses the secrets, the open, the unseen,
and the seen.

Evidences:
f) Surah Ta-Ha [20:110]:
"He (Allah) knows what happens to them (His creatures) in this world, and what will
happen to them (in the Hereafter), and they will never encompass anything of His
Knowledge."
No matter how much knowledge a person may have, he will never be able to encompass any of
Allah's Attributes. The Knowledge we have is nothing in comparison to the Knowledge of Allah.
""و ال يحيطون به علما
We only know what He taught us.
NOTE: All the narrations which say that the distance between the heavens and earth is 500
years have a dispute with regards to its authenticity. Allah Knows the distance. But there are
seven heavens, the Kursi, Water, the Throne, and Allah is above the Throne. Though He is the
Most High, He knows everything that happens in the earth and in the universe. He sees the black
ant walking over the black rock in the darkness of the night. He knows what is in our hearts, he
knows the fraud of the eyes, what thoughts go through our mind. Have we given Allah His due
estimate?
g) Surah At-Tawbah [9:150]:
"And say (O Muhammad " )ﷺDo deeds! Allah will see your deeds, and (so will) His
Messenger and the believers. And you will be brought back to the All-Knower of the
unseen and the seen. Then He will inform you of what you used to do."
This verse is mentioned with regards to the hypocrites.

We, as humans, see people performing good deeds and may even praise them. They die, and on
the Day of Judgement, Allah will tell us and them what was in their hearts when they performed
the good deed. You were praying, talking, giving charity, attending the class, and these are all
 ;شهادةseen. But on the Day of Judgement, the  عالم الغيب و الشهادةwill account you.
If you really believe that Allah is  عالم الغيب و الشهادةit will strengthen your belief in the Day of
Judgement. You would be careful to make your outer and inner self in harmony. Because you
know that Allah,  عالم الغيب و الشهادةwill take account of you.
e.g. Why did you smile and praise her, when inwardly you have hatred towards her? This will be
all revealed on the Day of Judgement.
When you know that you will be brought back to Allah, and you know that He knows the unseen
and seen, it means that you will be accounted for it. Allah said in Surah Tariq [86:9]
"The Day when all the secrets (deeds, prayers, fasting, etc.) will be examined (as to their
truth)."
And in Surah Al-Aadiyat [100:9-10]
"Knows he not that when the contents of the graves are brought out and poured forth (all
mankind is resurrected)."
"And that which is in the breasts (of men) shall be made known."
The heart is a very important organ which we should take care of purifying now.
As long as the hereafter is in front of your eyes, you will be upright. You cannot lie to the Angels
in your grave, you cannot lie on the Day of Judgement. Therefore the person who believes in the
Day of Judgement will never lie; he will be truthful. But whoever is heedless with regards to his
grave, the Day of Judgement, of the recompense, will live in this Dunya following his desires.
The person who is aware will go straight. He knows that he will one day meet Allah, and Allah
will account him for whatever he hides in his heart, and whatever he reveals.
Every one of us will be moved from this place to the final abode, so let us correct ourselves and
prepare for that day.
4) And Allah mentioned His Knowledge of what is in the heavens and earth.

EVIDENCES:
a) Surah Al-Hujurat [49:16]:
"Say: "Will you inform Allah about your religion? While Allah knows all that is in the
heavens and all that is in the earth, and Allah is All-Aware of everything.
When Allah says He is " "كل شيء عليمand " "يعلم ما في السماوات و األرضit means that nothing escapes
the knowledge of Allah;- He Knows everything.
b) Surah Al-AlHujurat [49:18]:
"Verily, Allah knows the unseen of the heavens and the earth. And Allah is the All-Seer of
what you do."
Allah knows what is happening in the earth of hurricanes, floods, disturbances. He Knows, and it
occurs by His wisdom.
e.g. The weather.
We experience hot weather during winter, and cold weather during summer. Many people
criticize the actions of Allah. Allah is the One changing this weather. He is showing us His
ability. But because many people are ignorant, they criticize Allah's actions and say, "What is
this, one time it is not, another time it is cold??", etc. Although this is a sign from Allah. What is
your reaction to these changes? You are meant by this change. And you will be recompensed for
your reaction accordingly.
Whatever is happening on the earth is happening by Allah's Qadar, and there is a wisdom behind
it. It is to benefit you, O human being. All the Qadar of Allah is good, even though it apparently
may look evil. Behind it is great wisdom which we may not know now, but we have to believe
that nothing occurs independently from Allah's Knowledge, Will, and everything occurs for a
wisdom. We should not criticize anything that happens to the earth, because we are criticizing
Allah's actions.
5) And Allah mentioned that the Keys of the Unseen are particular to Him; no one knows
them except Him.

EVIDENCES:
a) Surah Al-An'am [6:59]:
"And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is hidden), none knows them but He.
And He knows whatever there is in (or on) the earth and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but he
knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is
written in a Clear Record."
Allah Knows everything on the earth. And He knows everything that occurs in the sea. He knows
the millions of creatures which live in the depth of the sea, which till now humans have not
discovered. He knows them, their state, what they need, and provides them with sustenance.
" "و ما تسقط من ورقة إَل يعلمها- not a leaf falls, but he knows it
If you have a garden, do you know how many leaves the trees carry, how many leaves fall a day?
Allah knows about every leaf falling from the trees of the whole world.
What is the wisdom behind Allah telling us this particular matter with regards to His
Knowledge? To tell us- If Allah knows the details of the leaves, then do you doubt that He
knows your need, your state, your problem? Do you think He is unaware of your problem, your
sickness, of what you are suffering from? Do not worry, you have a Lord who knows exactly
what you are suffering from. There is no need to complain to the people. When we complain of
our problems to people, they do not feel of what we really are suffering from. Allah knows, it is
enough for you that Allah knows about your case, so do not worry.
b) Surah Luqman [31:16]:
When Luqman wanted to advise his son, he said:

"O my son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of a grain of mustard seed, and though it be in
a rock, or in the heavens or in the earth, Allah will bring it forth. Verily, Allah is Subtle (in
bringing out that grain), Well-Aware (of its place)."
He wanted to teach his son of the greatness of the Knowledge of Allah. Be aware of Allah's
Knowledge of you. When you are alone and no one is with you, know that Allah is watching you
and knows about you.
Be at rest, you have Allah who knows exactly what you are feeling, suffering from. You are not
alone; you have Allah with you.
Allah knows about the people who are suffering everywhere. When you hear about the Fitnah in
the world, the killing and oppression everywhere, do you think that Allah is unaware of it? The
Prophet  ﷺsaid a woman entered the Hellfire because of a cat. She imprisoned that cat and did
not feed it, so it died out of hunger. So how about those who are killing humans; killing women
and children? Do you think Allah will leave them?
Allah Knows about them, it is a matter of time, they are a test for you - will you have doubts
about Allah? Allah is there, and He Knows exactly what everyone is going through. And
everything has a time, so do not be hasty.
There are many keys of the unseen which we do not know, but Allah gave us examples:
Surah Luqman [31:34]:
"Verily, Allah!
1) With Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the Hour,
2) He sends down the rain,
3) and knows that which is in the wombs.
4) No person knows what he will earn tomorrow,
5) and no person knows in what land he will die.
Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware (of things)."
Surah Ar-Ra'd [13:8-9]:
"Allah knows what every female bears, and by how much the wombs fall short (of their
time or number) or exceed. Everything with Him is in (due) proportion."
" "و ما تغيض اْلرحام و ما تزداد- and by how much the wombs fall short (of their time or number)
or exceed

There are many explanations for this; whether the time of pregnancy, after, during period, etc.
"All-Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Most Great, the Most High."
In Surah Luqman Allah said " "يعلم ما في األرحامand in Surah Ar-Ra'd He said, ""ما تحمل
He said  ماnot ( منwho?). It means Allah knows whether the baby is a male or female, short or
tall, the colour of its eyes, the type of hair, the type of face, etc. Allah knows every detail of the
baby which is in the womb of its mother. Allah knows the weight of that child, the length of that
child, the colour of that child; everything about that child. Technology cannot detect
this. Knowing about if the baby is male or female is something trivial in comparison to knowing
everything about the baby. A mother nowadays may carry her child for 6 months, and the doctors
are not always sure;- sometimes they say the child is a male, and the mother buys everything for
a male baby, and ends up delivering a girl. Sometimes they tell the mother it is better to abort
because the child is deformed, and that child ends up being the most beautiful. Allah knows what
is in the wombs of the mothers.
The Name of Allah – Al ‘Aleem [ العليمPart 8]
The Meaning of the Name العليم
Sheikh Abdur-Razzaq Al-Badr  حفظه هللاsaid:



Allah mentioned the Vastness of His Knowledge ذكر سبحانه سعة علمه:

For example, in Surah Ta-Ha [20:98]:
"Your Ilah (God) is only Allah, the One (La ilaha illa Huwa) (none has the right to be
worshipped but He). He has full knowledge of all things."



Allah's Knowledge Encompasses Everything; Nothing escapes His Knowledge ذكر سبحانه
إحاطة علمه بكل شيء

For example, in Surah Aal-Imran [3:120]:
"If a good befalls you, it grieves them, but if some evil overtakes you, they rejoice at it. But if
you remain patient and become Al-Muttaqun, not the least harm will their cunning do to you.
Surely, Allah surrounds all that they do."




Allah's Knowledge encompasses the Secret and Open, the Unseen and Witnessed
Matters. ذكر تبارك و تعالى إحاطة علمه بالسرائر و المعلنات و الغيب و الشهادة
Allah Knows all that is in the Heavens and Earth ذكر سبحانه علمه بما في السماوات و األرض
Allah Knows the The Keys of the Unseen, and none knows it except Him ذكر سبحانه
 فال يعلمها إال هو،اختصاصه بمفاتح الغيب

The Impact of this Name on our Faith

"And Belief in this Great Name has blessed impacts on the Slave. It is one of the biggest
restrainers and greatest admonitory

"Sheikh
Muhammad Amin Al-Shinqitee ( )رحمه هللاsaid: All the Scholars are in consensus that the Name
 العليمis the biggest restrainer and greatest admonitory that has been revealed from the heavens to
the earth. And they put forward for that an example, and to Allah belongs the highest example;supposedly, in this empty space of land was a tyrant King, who killed men if they violated any of
his prohibitions. He is powerful and mighty, and surrounded by his forces. And around him are
his daughters."
Do you think any of these soldiers dare to look at his daughters, knowing that he will
immediately punish them? And if it was said to the people of the city that the leader of the town
knows everything they do of vile actions at night, they would become well-mannered (and
disciplined).

"And this is the Creator of the Heavens and Earth; The King, The Compeller, who informs them
in the verses of His Book. It is not possible to turn a single page in the Qur'an without finding
this great admonition and restrainer mentioned"
In Surah An-Nahl [16:19]: "And Allah knows what you conceal and what you reveal."
In Surah Al-An'am [6:59]: "And with Him are the keys of the Gha'ib (all that is hidden),
none knows them but He. And He knows whatever there is in (or on) the earth and in the
sea; not a leaf falls, but he knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor
anything fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record."
In Surah Al-Baqarah [2:235]: "And there is no sin on you if you make a hint of betrothal or
conceal it in yourself, Allah knows that you will remember them, but do not make a
promise of contract with them in secret except that you speak an honourable saying
according to the Islamic law (e.g. you can say to her, "If one finds a wife like you, he will be
happy"). And do not consummate the marriage until the term prescribed is fulfilled. And
know that Allah knows what is in your minds, so fear Him. And know that Allah is OftForgiving, Most Forbearing."

"So it is incumbent upon all of this to take lesson from this great restrainer and admonitor, and
not forget it, in order that we do not cause ourselves to fall into ruin."

"Ibn Rajab رحمه
 هللاsaid: A man seduced a woman and commanded her to close the doors. He said, "Are the any
doors which have not been closed?" She said, "Yes, the door which is between us and Allah". So

he did not commit the act with her." And some people saw a man talking to a woman and said,
"Allah sees you, may Allah conceal you and us"
Allah's Knowledge of you should prevent you from violating His prohibitions, out of shyness of
Him.

"Ibn Katheer said regarding the meaning of the following verse in Surah Ghafir [40:19]: "Allah
knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts conceal." Allah tells us about His complete
knowledge, which encompasses all things, great and small, major and minor, so that people will
take note that He knows about them, and they will have the proper sense of shyness before Allah.
They will pay attention to the fact that He can see them, for He knows the fraud of the eyes, even
if the eyes look innocent, and He knows what the hearts conceal"
We should feel shy of committing a sin whilst we are in the dominion of Allah, using His
blessings to commit sins while He sees us.
Ash-Shawkani said, " خائنة األعينmeans looking stealthily at that which is not lawful for one to
look at." The eyes and the heart are connected. Ibn 'Abbas  رضي هللا عنهsaid, "Allah knows when
the eye looks at something, whether it wants to commit an act of betrayal or not" [At-Tabari]. It
is to that extent that Allah's Knowledge is deep. We have to be concerned over the movement of
our hearts and eyes. When we look at people, what is in our hearts when we are looking at them?
In the next verse, 40:20: "And Allah judges with truth, while those to whom they invoke
besides Him, cannot judge anything. Certainly, Allah! He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer."
Ibn Kathir  رحمه هللاsaid, "means, He judges with justice. Al-A'mash narrated from Sai'd ibn
Jubayr from Ibn 'Abbas رضي هللا عنهthat this verse means, 'He is able to reward those who
do good with good and those who do evil with evil."
Allah knows what your heart is concealing, so His judgement will be perfect and with Justice;
He will not wrong you at all.

The Impacts of this Name from the Explanation of Ibn Katheer:
1) It make the believers show shyness to Allah.
2) It makes them have Taqwa of Allah.
3) It makes a person observant of Allah. He knows everything and sees everything and hears
everything.
4) It reforms and purifies one's inner self.
5) It Correct ones Tawheed.

"And you will
mostly find the Name of Allah  العليمmentioned in the context of deeds and their recompense, in
order to awaken the hearts and inform the slaves of the importance of perfecting and reforming
them, and in order to encourage and intimidate them."
When you know Allah is looking at your deeds you will perfect them, because Allah loves
( المحسنينAl-Muhsineen). Allah thus mentions His Name  العليمto encourage the believers to
perfect their deeds, even if they are alone and no one else sees them.
The Name  العليمin the context of encouraging us to spend
1- Surah Al-Baqarah [2:215]:
"They ask you (O Muhammad) what they should spend. Say: Whatever you spend of good
must be for parents and kindred and orphans and Al-Masakin (the poor) and the
wayfarers, and whatever you do of good deeds, truly, Allah knows it well."
2- Surah Al-Baqarah [2:270]:
"And whatever you spend for spendings (e.g., in Sadaqah - charity, etc. for Allah's Cause)
or whatever vow you make, be sure Allah knows it all. And for the Zalimun (wrong-doers,
etc.) there are no helpers."
Other examples in the Qur'an can be seen in Surat Al-Baqarah, Verses 273, 261 and Surah AalImran, Verse 92.
The Prophet  ﷺsaid:

 ُث هم َقا َل " ا هت ُقوا، َح هتى َظ َن هنا َأ هن ُه يَ أن ُظ ُُ إ َ َل أيهَا، ُث هم َأ أع َُضَ َو َأشَا َح َث َال ًثا."  ُث هم َقا َل " ا هت ُقوا ال هنا َر،َ ُث هم َأ أع َُضَ َو َأشَاح." ا هت ُقوا ال هنا َر
 َف َم أن َل أم يَ َج أد َفب َ َك َل َم ٍة َطيَبَ ٍة،ٍ"ال هنا َر َو َلوأ بَشَقَ تَ أم َُة
"Protect yourself from the Fire." He then turned his face aside (as if he were looking at it) and
said again, "Protect yourself from the Fire," and then turned his face aside (as if he were looking
at it), and he said so for the third time till we thought he was looking at it. He then said, "Protect
yourselves from the Fire, even if with one half of a date and he who hasn't got even this, (should
do so) by (saying) a good, pleasant word.' [Bukhari #6540]
In another Hadith:

ٌ اّلِل َ َوبَ أي َن ُه تُُأ ُج َم
أس بَيأنَ ه
سيُك ََل ُم ُه ه
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َ  ُث هم يَ أن ُظ ُُ َف َال يَ َُى،ان
َ َما َم أن ُك أم َم أن َأ َح ٍد إ َ هَل َو
َ  َلي،اّلِل ُ يَوأ مَ ا أل َقيَا َم َة
َ
أ
َ
ُ
َ
أ
ه
ه
َ
َ
ه
أ
ُ
 ف َم َن ا أ،ستَقبَله النا ُر
فتَ أ
ي النا َر َولوأ بَشَقَ تَ أم َُ ٍة
َ ستَطا َع َمن ُك أم أن يَت َق
There will be none among you but will be talked to by Allah on the Day of Resurrection, without
there being an interpreter between him and Him (Allah) . He will look and see nothing ahead of
him, and then he will look (again for the second time) in front of him, and the (Hell) Fire will
confront him. So, whoever among you can save himself from the Fire, should do so even with one
half of a date (to give in charity). [Bukhari #6539]
This indicates that Allah knows the intention we gave the half a date in charity in. We humans
look at the apparent and belittle what can half a date do.
The believer gives half a date, and believes that if given with sincerity, it will reach the Hand of
Allah before the hand of the poor person, and Allah will increase it like how one of us brings up
a baby horse until it becomes big;- Allah will multiply that charity until it becomes mountains on
the Day of Judgement. A half date to mountains - because the person was sincere.
Charity is not limited to humans, it can be given to the animals and birds. If you have leftover
food, you can give it to the animals. If given sincerely for Allah, it will be considered a charity
from you, and you don't know how it will benefit you on the Day of Judgement.
The Prophet  ﷺsaid:

" َف َم ْن َل ْم يَ ِج ْد َفب ِ َك ِل َم ٍة َطيِِّبَ ٍة
"and he who hasn't got even this, (should do so) by (saying) a good, pleasant word"
-and the good word is a charity. Because women are very clever when it comes to talking, they
should use this ability to come closer to Allah.
But is just any good word considered charity?
There are at least 4 conditions to be fulfilled for your word to be good and accepted by Allah,
and a means to protect you from the Hellfire:

1) The word should be good in its wording ()بلفظها
2) It should have a good meaning
3) You should choose the right time to say it and say it in the right way.
4) You should have a good intention
The word may be good in its wording, meaning, and you may have said it at the right time with
good manners, but what is your intention behind it? If the intention is good, it is considered a
( كلمة طيبةgood word). If the intention was just out of habit- custom, then your good word will
not be rewarded. Your intention should be to say this good word as a means of protection from
the Hellfire. And Allah knows about your intention; He will accordingly reward and multiply
that good deed you do. Allah is the All-Knower of the intentions of the people.
The Name  العليمin the context of Voluntary Acts
In Surah Al-Baqarah [2:158]:
"Verily! As-Safa and Al-Marwah (two mountains in Makkah) are of the Symbols of Allah.
So it is not a sin on him who perform Hajj or 'Umrah (pilgrimage) of the House (the
Ka'bah at Makkah) to perform the going (Tawaf) between them (As-Safa and Al-Marwah).
And whoever does good voluntarily, then verily, Allah is All-Recogniser, All-Knower."
 = تطوعvoluntarily
Allah knows why you are doing this voluntary action; what is in your heart which motivates you
to do it voluntarily. This Name also encourages us to do voluntary acts, not for people, but
because Allah Knows.
The Name  العليمin the context of Jihad
In Surah Al-Baqarah [2:244]: "And fight in the Way of Allah and know that Allah is AllHearer, All-Knower."
The Name  العليمin the context of Repentance ()التوبة
In Surah At-Tawbah [9:15]: "And remove the anger of their (believers') hearts. Allah accepts
the repentance of whom He wills. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise."
In Surah An-Nisa [4:17]: "Allah accepts only the repentance of those who do evil in
ignorance and foolishness and repent soon afterwards; it is they to whom Allah will forgive
and Allah is Ever All-Knower, All-Wise."
The Name  العليمin the context of encouraging us to perform Righteous Deeds

In Surah Al-Mu'minoon [23:51]:
"O (you) Messengers! Eat of the Taiyibat [all kinds of Halal (legal) foods which Allah has
made legal (meat of slaughtered eatable animals, milk products, fats, vegetables, fruits,
etc.], and do righteous deeds. Verily! I am Well-Acquainted with what you do."
Never wait for any recompense or appreciation from the people. The believer does not wait for
any word of gratitude, because it is sufficient for him that Allah knows what he is doing.
In Surah Al-Baqarah [2:127]:
"And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) and (his son) Isma'il (Ishmael) were raising
the foundations of the House (the Ka'bah at Makkah), (saying), "Our Lord! Accept (this
service) from us. Verily! You are the All-Hearer, the All-Knower."
This is what Ibraheem and Isma'eel  عليهما السالمsaid after building the Ka'bah. This great deed
they did was not for the sake of people; they asked Allah to accept it from them.
If you believe that Allah is  العليمin detail and with certainty, it will affect your heart and actions.

The Name of Allah – Al ‘Aleem [ العليمPart 9]
Read The name of Allah - Al ‘Aleem [ العليمPart 8]
The Name  العليمAl- 'Aleem is profusely mentioned in the context of good deeds. This is in order
to encourage people to perfect the good deeds they perform. Many people may perform good
deeds such as charity, but do not perfect it due to the fact that they are heedless that Allah knows
about their deeds.
Allah uses the Name  العليمAl 'Aleem in the context of encouraging us to spend, perform Jihad,
and also in the context of repentance, as mentioned previously.
1- The Name  العليمin the Context of ( التوكلReliance on Allah)
In Surah Al-Anfal [8:61]:
"But if they incline to peace, you also incline to it, and (put your) trust in Allah. Verily, He is
the All-Hearer, the All-Knower."
At-Tawakkul  التوكلis in the heart, and it is to put trust in Allah and rely on Him when you want
to do something good or repel harm from yourself, by taking the means. At-Tawakkul التوكل
is not an action of the tongue, but the heart, therefore no one knows it except Allah.

2- The Name  العليمin the Context of ( اإلستعاذةSeeking Refuge with Allah)
In Surah Al-A'raaf [7:200]:
"And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaitan (Satan) then seek refuge with Allah.
Verily, He is All-Hearer, All-Knower."
If the Shaytan suggests evil suggestions in the heart of the believer, or adorns evil, or disheartens
him from performing good deeds, or frightens him, or makes him commit sins and obey him in
what he suggests - you should seek refuge with Allah. Say I seek refuge in Allah, The All-Seer,
All- Knower from the Shaytan, the accursed devil أعوذ باهلل السميع العليم من الشيطان الرجيم
Allah knows your statement, your need, and your fear.  اإلستعاذةwill not be correct and effective
unless the person feels that he is running to his resort. Allah knows if you are really afraid and
running to Him. Many people say, "I say  أعوذ باهللbut the Shaytan is still there." Your إستعاذة
should be based on fear from what you are running from, along with the feeling that no one can
protect you except Allah. If you have all these feelings and say the إستعاذة, it will be correct, and
Allah will protect you.
Most of these good deeds are based on the heart. And Allah  العليمknows about the heart. That is
why the Name  العليمis mostly mentioned in the context of the actions of the heart. And even if it
is mentioned in the context of the actions of the limbs, actions of the limbs are based on the
heart. Allah knows if you are showing off when you give your charity.
3- The Name  العليمin the Context of Sins
In Surah An-Nisa [4:111]:
"And whoever earns sin, he earns it only against himself. And Allah is Ever All-Knowing, AllWise."
Allah knows about the sin which you have committed.
In Surah An-Nisa [4:148]:
"Allah does not like that the evil should be uttered in public except by him who has been
wronged. And Allah is Ever All-Hearer, All-Knower."
Allah does not like if you speak openly about your sins. There are people who expose their sins
very easily, such as telling people that they did not wake up for Fajr.
In Surah An-Nisa [4:170]:

"O mankind! Verily, there has come to you the Messenger (Muhammad) with the truth
from your Lord, so believe in him, it is better for you. But if you disbelieve, then certainly
to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth. And Allah is Ever All-Knowing,
All-Wise."
Allah warns us from Kufr.
In Surah Al-Baqarah [2:181]:
"Then whoever changes the bequest after hearing it, the sin shall be on those who make the
change. Truly, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower."
4- The Name  العليمin the context of the ( ظالمينWrongdoers
In Surah Al-Baqarah [2:246]:
"Have you not thought about the group of the Children of Israel after (the time of) Musa
(Moses)? When they said to a Prophet of theirs, "Appoint for us a king and we will fight in
Allah's Way." He said, "Would you then refrain from fighting, if fighting was prescribed
for you?" They said, "Why should we not fight in Allah's Way while we have been driven
out of our homes and our children (families have been taken as captives)?" But when
fighting was ordered for them, they turned away, all except a few of them. And Allah is AllAware of the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers)."
In Surah Al-Baqarah [2:283]:
"And if you are on a journey and cannot find a scribe, then let there be a pledge taken
(mortgaging); then if one of you entrust the other, let the one who is entrusted discharge his
trust (faithfully), and let him be afraid of Allah, his Lord. And conceal not the evidence for
he, who hides it, surely his heart is sinful. And Allah is All-Knower of what you do."
In Surah An-Nahl [16:91], Allah said regarding those who break covenants:
"And fulfill the Covenant of Allah (Bai'a: pledge for Islam) when you have covenanted,
and break not the oaths after you have confirmed them, and indeed you have appointed
Allah your surety. Verily! Allah knows what you do."
This is to tell us: Beware, Allah knows about your sins.
Impact #1:
The Name  العليمcomes in the context of good deeds to encourage people, and comes in the
context of bad deeds to warn people. This means that there is no good deed you do, and no sin
you avoid, but Allah knows about it, and He will recompense you for it - good with good, and
evil with evil.

This means that we should not be concerned with the appreciation or evaluation of people. Do
not be upset or worried, Allah knows. You may work harder than anyone else, but it is enough
for you that Allah knows what you are doing, and He will appreciate it and recompense you for
it.
If you really believe in the Name العليم, it will make you a sincere person, who is only satisfied
with Allah's Pleasure. You will only be concerned about Allah's pleasure and you will only
perfect your deed for the sake of Allah, and not the sake of the people. Being aware of Allah's
vast knowledge reforms ones manners.
Impact #2:
It grants a person Taqwa and is a means of reforming and purifying our hearts from every sin and
sickness such as Hypocrisy, Riyaa, Pride, Envy, etc.
In Surah At-Taghabun [64:4]:
"He knows what is in the heavens and on earth, and He knows what you conceal and what
you reveal. And Allah is the All-Knower of what is in the breasts (of men)."
In the Quran, Allah mentioned " "عليم بذات الصدورeleven times. This is a comprehensive word
which entails all what the breasts comprises of feelings.
 ذاتin Arabic means the Companion. All what is established in the heart of beliefs, intentions,
wills, sicknesses, accompany the breast. Allah knows about all this.
Ibn Jarir  رحمه هللاsaid, "Our Lord! You are the All-Knowing of all what was and what is going to
be, and the All-Knower of all that is hidden of all your Creation"
He added saying, "Indeed Allah has knowledge of all what is concealed in the breasts of His
creation of belief and disbelief, truth and falsehood, good and evil" [At-Tabari 1/175]
We are therefore commanded with Taqwa of Allah, because Allah knows what is accompanying
our hearts of sins, wills, intention.
In Surah Al-Maa'idah [5:7]:
"And remember Allah's Favour upon you and His Covenant with which He bound you
when you said: "We hear and we obey." And fear Allah. Verily, Allah is All-Knower of the
secrets of (your) breasts."
""واذكُوا نعمة هللا عليكم
We should remember the favours of Allah with our tongue and heart. The blessings of Allah
could be worldly or religious. When you remember the blessings of Allah, you will always thank
Him for them, and remember His Ihsan upon you. It will be a means of removal of self conceit,

because you will never attribute the blessing to yourself. You will attribute everything to Allah.
It is therefore good to always remember Allah's blessings with tongue and heart. Say: This is
from the Bounty of Allah ""هاذا من فضل هللا
""و ميثاقه الذي واثقكم به إذ قلتم سمعنا و أطعنا
The covenant is to believe and obey Allah and His Messenger ﷺ.
""وتقوا هللا إن هللا عليم بذات الصدور
Fear Allah, because He knows what is accompanying your breasts. He knows what is in your
heart all day and night, and this is dangerous, especially if what is accompanying your heart is
something evil. If you have a grudge for example, and think of it day and night, Allah is عليم بذات
الصدور. So fear Allah.
Allah is just when He recompenses His servants because He knows their secrets and hidden
affairs.
In Surah Az-Zumar [39:7]:
"If you disbelieve, then verily, Allah is not in need of you, He likes not disbelief for His
slaves. And if you are grateful (by being believers), He is pleased therewith for you. No
bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another. Then to your Lord is your return, so
He will inform you what you used to do. Verily, He is the All-Knower of that which is in
(men's) breasts."
When Allah mentioned عليم بذات الصدور, He mentioned "( "و إليه تُجعونand to Him you will
return).
What will help you purify your heart? Knowing that you will return to Allah one day.

The Name of Allah – Al ‘Aleem [ العليمPart 10]
The Scholars said that the Name Al -'Aleem  العليمis the greatest warner and admonisher. It is
mentioned about 150 times in the Qur'an.
If you know the meaning of this Name, it will purify your heart from sicknesses. Allah mentions
in 11 verses in the Qur’an, that He is " ;"عليم بذات الصدورwhich means that Allah knows what is in
the breast. The breast (heart) encompasses our beliefs, wills, intentions, and resolutions, as well
as the sicknesses of the heart; and Allah knows about it all in detail. No heart beats for the blink
of an eye (i.e. nothing is missed), but Allah knows about that movement, whether that movement
was for Him or for other than Him. We have to keep watch over our hearts.

1) Envy الحسد
In Surat An-Nisa' [4:32]:
"And wish not for the things in which Allah has made some of you to excel others. For men
there is reward for what they have earned, (and likewise) for women there is reward for
what they have earned, and ask Allah of His Bounty. Surely, Allah is Ever All-Knower of
everything."
Shaikh As-Sa'di  رحمه هللاsaid in his explanation of the above verse:
ينهى تعالى المؤمنين عن أن يتمنى بعضهم ما فضل هللا به غيره من األمور الممكنة وغير الممكنة
Allah warns the faithful not to covet the things which Allah has granted to others out of His
benefaction and benevolence to them; whether such things are possible to attain or not.
 وال صاحب الفقر والنقص حالة الغنى والكمال تمنيا مجردا ألن،فال تتمنى النساء خصائص الرجال التي بها فضلهم على النساء
 تمني نعمة هللا على غيرك أن تكون لك ويسلب إياها،هذا هو الحسد بعينه
Therefore, women should not covet those characteristics of men by which Allah has granted
them a higher degree. Neither should the disadvantaged or those with a disability covet
someone’s wealth and/ or a perfect physique, because such unattainable wishes could fall under
the category of envy.
If a person, after witnessing Allah's bounties in the possession of another, wishes that those
bounties be taken away from that individual or destroyed and given to him, then this is
considered pure envy حسد. Accordingly, we should be careful with our wishes, because Allah
says: ""تتمنوا, which means wishing.
 وإنما المحمود أمران.وألنه يقتضي السخط على قدر هللا واإلخالد إلى الكسل واألماني الباطلة التي ال يقترن بها عمل وال كسب
Moreover, making such a wish is tantamount to being angry with Allah's virtue (righteousness)
and pre-ordainment and is an indication that the person is indulging in the evils of indolence and
false desires, which are hazards in the way of struggle and practicality. However, the following
two factors are exempted from this principle and are rather desirable:
أن يسعى العبد على حسب قدرته بما ينفعه من مصالحه الدينية والدنيوية
1) A person should make every legal effort within his ability and power to attain worldly and
religious benefits
 فال يتكل على نفسه وال على غير ربه،ويسأل هللا تعالى من فضله
2) A person should beg Allah for His blessings, and should never rely on his own ability and
skill, or those of anyone else except Allah.
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For this reason Allah says {men shall have a reward for they have earned} that is, men will
reap the reward of their fruitful deeds, {and women shall have a reward for what they have
earned}. None will earn except that which they strive for and make effort for. {Therefore, ask
Allah for His bounty}, referring to His blessings in all your worldly and religious affairs. This
is the peak of perfection for the believer and it is an indication of his being blessed. The one who
refrains from doing good deeds, relying instead on his own self and who does not consider
himself dependent on Allah, is deprived of this blessing. As for the one who abandons effort or
relies on himself without feeling a need to turn to Allah, or he combines these two things, then
such a person is a complete failure and has deprived himself of all good. {Allah has full
knowledge of everything}; He grants blessings to the one and He knows is deserving of them
and deprives it from the one He knows is not deserving of them.
Allah knows who deserves the blessing, and who does not. If He did not give it to you, it because
He knows that it is not good for you. Perhaps if He had given you the blessing you are wishing
for, it would have destroyed you. So do not wish to attain that which Allah has not given you. Be
satisfied, and if it is attainable, put in the effort to attain it and ask Allah for it. And Allah is the
All-Knower of what is good for you, and what is not good for you.
2) Seeking Reputation السمعة
The Prophet  ﷺsaid:

من سمع سمع هللا به ومن يُائي يُائي هللا به
"If anyone wants to have his deeds widely publicized, Allah will publicize (his humiliation). And
if anyone makes a hypocritical display (of his deeds) Allah will make a display of him."
[Bukhari]
 التسميعSeeking Reputation has three meanings:
#1- To talk about ones good deed in order to make other people hear about it.
For example, a person does a good deed secretly, i.e he establishes the night in prayer. Then, in
the morning, he talks about it to the people. Although he hides it from the people when
performing it, he cannot hold it and talks about it in order to get the praise of people or have a
good reputation with them.
If the person afflicted with this sickness does not take care of it, it may progress, until he starts
telling lies - saying he did good deeds which he did not do - in order to keep people praising him
or for him to keep his status with the people. We are concealed by Allah's  سترSatr. Allah is
الستيرAs-Siteer and He conceals our defects. But Allah will treat the person who wants others to

talk about his good deeds, contrary to what he intends. He seeks the praise of the people, and
Allah will make the people dispraise him.
#2- To know the defect of a certain Muslim and then cause other people to hear of it
This is what is happening in the social media nowadays, whereby a person knows the defect of
someone and spreads it to everyone.
#3- To examine the Shari'ah very carefully, in order to raise doubts about it, and then make
people hear it.
This is what the hypocrites do. They look for unclear verses, then raise doubts about it in order to
make the people know it.
Note: Nowadays, there is a war going around - War of thoughts حرب األفكار. The disbelievers are
not fighting the Muslims with weapons, but with thoughts. They are trying to attack true Islam
through ignorant Muslims so as to raise doubts about the Qur'an, the Scholars, the Sunnah. This
started some time ago, but we are seeing the effects of it now. They raise doubts about AlBukhari, the existence of Allah, and say it rather boldly. Their aim is to divert the Muslims from
learning the Tafseer of the Qur'an. If Muslims really take care of the Tafseer and Tadabbur of the
Qur'an they will increase in faith, and they (the disbelievers) do not want that to happen. They do
not want the Muslims to have any trust in the Scholars. Do not be the tool being used by
disbelievers to raise doubts regarding the Tafseer, Sunnah, Scholars, etc.
The Recompense for each
" "سمع هللا بهin the Dunya and Hereafter.
Because  الجزاء من جنس العمل- The Recompense is of the same nature as the Deed
For the first type : Allah will make the people hear about his weak religious commitment, weak
faith, and his defects.
For the second type: Allah will publicly disclose his defects, whether in the Dunya or the
Hereafter. In the Hereafter, Allah will publicly expose him in front of all the people, disclosing
his action and his intention. Just as he spread the defects of the people, Allah will make people
publicize his defects. Whoever follows up or spreads the defects of people, Allah will make his
defects known to the people.
For the third type: Allah will disclose his intention of wanting corruption and scandalize him, so
the former and the latter will curse him.
3) ( الُياءShowing Off)

It comes from the word  ;راءto see. The person does the good deed to be publicly seen by the
people. He does the good deed in front of people with the intention of seeking their praise.
The matter thus revolves around praise.
This is of different types and categories:
1) A person publicly does good deeds and is keen for it to be in front of the people, in order to
be praised. E.g. A cassette is playing the Qur'an and he recites along with it to show the people
that he knows the Surah.
2) He does a good deed secretly, and while he is performing it, he wishes for someone to enter
and see him.
E.g. He is at home praying and reciting Quran with a nice voice, and at that moment it enters his
heart that he wishes such and such person will hear him.
3) He does a good deed in secret, while trying his best to show the impact of that deed on
himself.
E.g. He spent the whole night in prayer. Then, in the morning he is tired and he tries to show the
people in the morning he is tired, feeling sleepy, etc.
E.g. Someone is talking and he does not let the other person complete his sentence without
completing it for him, in order to show the people that he has knowledge.
E.g. Uttering words such as "They were nothing and I made them something." or "I am the one
who suggested this project" or "The success of this place is because I helped"
We should be afraid that if we deal with Allah in this way; by hiding an evil intention and
showing something contrary, that He is  العليم بذات الصدورand might reveal our real intention.
Prevent yourself whenever any of these thoughts come to you, by seeking refuge with Allah and
turning away from these thoughts. This is because these thoughts may reach to the extent
whereby a person will actually reveal his intention and praise himself.
The  مسمعand ( مرائيshow off) will always talk and praise themselves. Sometimes they may even
dispraise themselves in order to make people praise them.
E.g. Uttering words such as "I wish I could memorize the Quran, I wish I could do such and
such,etc." in order for people to say "  ماشاء هللاyou are humble, you can do that, you are good."
This kind of person begs for praise through this lowly way.
The Shaytan is very clever with regards to this matter.
What is the recompense?

" "يرائي هللا به- Allah will disclose his real intention to the people. The people will come to know
that he is a show off.
This does not mean you should suspect people of showing off. If you do come across a person
showing off with his deed, be careful of revealing it to others. You should conceal his defect, ask
Allah's forgiveness and guidance for him and you, and you may advise him secretly. But do not
say, "I saw so and so doing such and such" because this is also a sin, and we should not doubt
people.
Seeking reputation and showing off in your deeds are both minor Shirk, and Allah does not
forgive Shirk if a person dies upon it. This ruling applies when it is practiced in the religion with
regards to acts of worship. However , if it does not reach the level of Shirk in a person's worldly
matters, he is still in danger because if one always seeks the praise of people, it will gradually
move to one's acts of worship.
E.g. A woman beautifies herself in order to hear the praise of people. This is not minor Shirk, but
it is risky, because it may eventually lead her to adorn her acts of worship in order to attain
praise.
If you see yourself loving the praise of people, you are at risk. You should not wait for any word
of praise from the people.
The State of the  مسمعand  رياءin the Hereafter:
 قال النبي ﷺ:وعن ُجندب بن عبد هللا بن سفيان رضي هللا عنه قال: "  ومن يرائي هللا يرائي به" ((متفق،من س َّمع س َّمع هللا به
.)) ((رواه مسلم أيضًا من رواية ابن عباس رضي هللا عنه.))عليه
"  من: " من راءى" أي: ومعنى، أظهر عمله للناس رياء " س َّمع هللا به" أي فضحه يوم القيامة: ومعناه،س َّمع" بتشديد الميم
. أظهر سريرته على رءوس الخالئق:أظهر للناس العمل الصالح ليعظم عندهم "راءى هللا به" أي
Jundub ( )رضي هللا عنهsaid: The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid, "He who so acts to show off, Allah will disgrace
him on the Day of Resurrection, and he who does good deeds so that people (may hold him in
high esteem), Allah will expose his hidden evil intentions before the people on the Day of
Resurrection." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim]
Allah will call them in front of all the people and reveal their intention saying, "So and so did
such and such action seeking the praise of people" The people will not only know his defects, but
they will see it. We all have defects, but Allah conceals the defects of those who are sincere,
because He is As-Sitteer الستير. Allah will however reveal the defects of those who seek the
praise of the people.
Risks of Sum'aa (Seeking Reputation)  السمعةand Ruyaa' (Showing Off) الُياء:
1. The greatest risk regarding  السمعةand  الُياءis that they are minor Shirk. This means that
the person must be purified with Hellfire if he dies upon Shirk, even if it is a minor Shirk. Also,
if the person continuously does it, it could lead him to Major Shirk.

2.  السمعةand  الُياءmay begin with one or two small actions, but if a person does not give it
up in these actions, all his actions will be performed for the sake of رياء. If the person
neglects to take account of himself, this will gradually grow until he does everything for the sake
of praise; until he will be known as a show off.
3. A little of it nullifies the deed.

َ ْ ََاف عَ َل ْي ُك ْم اَل ِّش ِْركُ ا
The Prophet  ﷺsaid, لريَا ُء
ْ أل
ِِّ َ ا:صغ َُر
ُ ف َما َأخ
َ "إ ِ َّن َأ ْخ َوThe thing I fear most for you is the
lesser Shirk (polytheism), showing-off (of good deeds).” [Bulugh Al-Maram]
The Prophet  ﷺfeared it for his companions. This is because the person who does that will not be
forgiven on the Day of Judgment, and he must be purified through admittance into Hellfire.
Minor Shirk will not be weighed along with the evil and good deeds. If a person comes with
Shirk, nothing will purify him except the Hellfire. This is one of the opinions of the Scholars that even minor Shirk is unforgivable. After the person is purified in Hell, Allah may admit the
person guilty of minor Shirk into Paradise. He will not abide in Hell forever, but he will be cast
into it for a short time. The problem with the person guilty of minor Shirk is that he performs
good deeds while seeking the pleasure of the people. He is not satisfied with the pleasure of
Allah, He associates people with Allah. He performs the prayer and fasting for Allah, and also
for seeking the praise of people. As for major Shirk, the person directs all his acts of worship to
other than Allah. So we should therefore be careful. People who come with major Sins, but no
Shirk, are under the will of Allah. Allah may or may not forgive their major sins, if they die
without repentance. But Shirk is clearly unforgivable if a person dies upon it. It is minor in the
sense that a person will not abide in Hell forever, unlike the person condemned of major Shirk.
It is from man's nature to love to be praised. Allah created us with this. But instead of seeking the
praise of Allah, some people tend to direct it to other than Allah.
The love for praise and showing off are sickness of the heart. This post talks about some of the
remedies that those suffering from this sickness can follow in order to be healed from it
completely.
#1 - ( التوحيدMonotheism)
The basis of Tawheed is to know of Allah. We can begin to know Allaah when we see His
greatness within His signs. When a person knows Allah's Greatness and knows the deficiencies
of the creation at the same time, he will single Allah out with worship. E.g. Knowing that Allah's
Knowledge is so perfect, that He even detects the slightest movement of the heart, and knowing
the truth about the people - that they are deficient and do not know what you intend or want.
The Salaf (pious predecessors) used to say that whoever knows the people will be at rest. He
knows that today people praise him, and tomorrow they will dispraise him. People quickly
become angry and quickly become pleased. Desire is what directs them. When people are happy
with you they praise you, when they are not they dispraise you. So whoever knows the truth
about the people will not turn to please them; he will focus on Allah. We have to learn about

about Allah's watchfulness, observation, and knowledge in detail. This is what will make a
person walk on the straight path  صراط المستقيمwith sincerity.
#2 - Strong ( إستعاذةSeeking refuge with Allah) from thoughts of  الُياءand the Shaytan
The Shaytan is the one planting the thoughts of  الرياءin your heart. You may set out to do a deed
completely for the sake of Allah, but he (Shaytan) will suddenly attack you with thoughts of رياء
while you are in the middle of the deed.
Let us try to master the following supplication and say it whenever we suspect that we might
have just committed Shirk:

If your  إستعاذةis truthful and strong, Allah will forgive your sin of minor Shirk.
E.g. You suggest a project which people implement and it becomes successful. After its success,
the people may talk about the project praising those who effected it, without mentioning you.
The Shaytan may incite you to talk about yourself - that you did it and suggested it. If you
control yourself and keep quiet, with the help of Allah, you will overpower the Shaytan.
We have to turn these thoughts away. The Shaytan will say 'let the people know the truth, you
are just saying the truth', but what is the hidden intention behind revealing the truth? Let's not
fool ourselves. What are you seeking? Only those whose eyes are always on their hearts will be
able to detect this sudden attack of Riyaa (show off) . Do not focus on the people, focus on
yourself, your knowledge, your faith. Leave the people, and let your reward be full with Allah.
#3 - Stay away from Bad Companions
Bad companions will make you compete with others for the sake of this world.
#4 - Think profusely of the favors of Allah upon you
When you perform any act of worship or good deed, remember the favor of Allah upon you.
Look into the good deed you performed: Firstly, who endeared faith in your heart? Who made
you love the religion and knowledge? Who opened your heart to receive the knowledge? You do
not have the ability to open your own heart and put knowledge in it. Allah is the One who opens

the hearts to knowledge and endears faith and knowledge in it. Who gave you the strength to
perform that good deed? Who made your joints prostrate, your tongue move? َل حول و َل قوة إَل باهلل.
After you perform the good deed, will you then seek the praise of people? Allah is the One Who
deserves all the praise. If someone comes to praise you, you should say that this is from the favor
of Allah upon you. What you accomplished was by Allah's favor and help.
#5 - Remember the Impacts of Sincerity
If you perform deeds with sincerity, it will be a light for you in your grave, and Allah will
elevate the people of sincerity in degrees in Paradise. Allah will also shade seven types of people
on the Day of Judgment, and the common factor connecting them is sincerity. One of them
would give in charity, and his left hand would not know what his right hand gives (this shows to
what extent he would go, to hide his good deeds.)
Whenever a believer performs a good deed, he should make himself forget it and not let the
Shaytan remind him of it.
#6 - Read the Stories of the Salaf and their Sincerity
#7 - Supplicate to Allah
The Prophet  ﷺused to say:

The Name of Allaah  العليمAl-‘Aleem (Part 11)

Attaining Taqwa by knowing Allaah by His Name Al 'Aleem
We, as believers want to attain Taqwa because Allah has prepared Paradise for Al-Muttaqeen the pious.
What is Taqwa?
The Prophet  ﷺpointed to his chest three times and said:
""التقوى هاهنا
"Taqwa is here" [Muslim]
When asked about Taqwa, Talq bin Habib said:
العمل بطاعة هللا على نور من هللا رجاء ثواب هللا
To perform actions of obedience to Allah, upon a light from Allah, hoping to get a reward
from Allah
و تُك المعاص هللا على نور من هللا مخافة عذاب هللا
To leave disobedience to Allah, upon a light from Allah, out of fear of His punishment
"Upon a light from Allah" - على نور من هللا
How can one know good from bad and right from wrong unless he has a light from Allah?
Taqwa is not fasting abundantly or remembering Allah much or establishing the night with
Tahajjud prayer. Taqwa is to be mindful of Allah by performing what He commanded us to do the obligatory acts - and doing them hoping for a reward from Allah; and avoiding what Allah
prohibited, out of fear of Allah.
Since the location of Taqwa is in the heart, we should not praise people and attribute Taqwa to
them. Only Allaah knows whether a person has Taqwa or not.
Ibn Al-Qayyim said, regarding the statement of Talq bin Habeeb:
 فال يكون العمل طاعة و قُبة حتى يكون مصدره، فإن كل عمل َلبد له من مبدأ و غاية.و هاذا أحسن ما قال في حد التقوى
 و َل طلب المحمدة و الجاه و غيُ ذالك بل َل بد أن، َل العادة و َل الهوى،عن اإليمان فيكون الباعث عليه هو اإليمان المحض
 و لهاذا كثيُا ما يقُن بين هذين اْلصلين في.يكون مبدؤه محض اإليمان و غايته ثواب هللا و ابتغاء مُضاته و هو اإلحتساب
 '"من صام رمضان إيمان و احتسابا" و "و من قام ليلة القدر إيمان و إحتسابا" و:مثل قول النبي صلى هللا عليه و سلم
نظائُه.

This is the best of what has been said concerning the definition of Taqwa, for indeed every
action must have a beginning cause (what motivates a person to perform the action) and an
objective (what he wants to achieve by it). An action can never be considered to be
obedience or a cause, and/ or a cause to draw closer to Allah, until its beginning and cause
is pure faith; not habit, not desires, not the wish for pride and/ or position, nor other such
things. Its objective must be the reward that lies with Allah and His pleasure, this being the
definition of Ihtisaab. This is why we often find these two foundations mentioned together,
such as his ﷺsayings, "Whoever fasts the month of Ramadan with Eeman and Ihtisaab..."
and "Whoever stands (in prayer) during Laylat al-Qadr with Eeman and Ihtisaab..." and
their companions.
 "على نور من هللا" إشارة إلى اْلصل اْلول و هو اإليمان الذي هو مصدر العمل و السبب الباعث عليه:فقوله
His (Talq bin Habib's) statement "upon a light from Allah" points to the first foundation,
which is Eeman, which is the source of the action and the reason for doing it.
So an action will not be an act of obedience to Allah nor a means of bringing a person closer to
Allah until its source is faith. The motivating factor behind any action we perform should be
faith.
E.g. Belief in Allah, that He loves this, He hates this, Allah has prepared a reward for such and
such action, etc.
So the motivation for the action is not done because of:
1) ( العادةCustom)
E.g. everyone wears the Shaila, so I will wear it too
2) ( الهواءDesire)
E.g. doing it if you want to do it, leaving it if you want to leave it
3) ( طلب المحمدة و الجاهSeeking Praise and Position)
E.g. doing it if people praise you and leaving it if they do not praise you
The only act that will be considered an act of nearness to Allah is the one done seeking His
pleasure, according to one’s faith.
* " "على نور من هللاcan also refer to knowledge.
 "رجاء ثواب هللا" إشارة أن اْلصل الثاني و هو اإلحتساب و هو الغاية التي ْلجلها يوقع العمل و لها يقصد به:وقوله

And his saying, "hoping for a reward from Allah" points to the second foundation, which is
Ihtisaab. And that is the goal which one works towards and what is intended by it. [ArRisaalah At-Tabukiyya, pg. 27]
 اإلحتسابis to perform a good deed hoping for a reward from Allah. We want to have an account
( )حسابwith Allah.
E.g. when a person performs a certain action, hoping for Paradise, or hoping for a heavy scale on
the Day of Judgment, or hoping for light in the grave, he is making an account with Allah.
Allah connected Taqwa to His Name  العليمin many verses in the Qur’an:
1- Surat Aal-‘Imran [3:115]:

"And whatever good they do, nothing will be rejected from them; for Allah knows well
those who are Al-Muttaqun."
2- Surat al-Ma'idah [5: 7]:

"And remember Allah's Favor upon you and His Covenant with which He bound you
when you said: ‘We hear and we obey.’ And fear Allah. Verily, Allah is All-Knower of the
secrets of (your) breasts."
Allah knows what is established in your heart, so have Taqwa of Him.
The most honored with Allah amongst the people is the most pious of them. And Allah knows
what is in the hearts. He knows who the true Muttaqi - pious person is.
If a person knows that Allah encompasses everything with His knowledge and knows what is in
his heart, he will be afraid of Allah. He will not say a word which makes Allah angry. He will

not take an action which makes Allah angry. He will not have a wrong belief because He knows
that Allah is (Knower of all what the breasts conceal)عليم بذات الصدور. This person watches his
tongue, limbs, and heart.
The place of Taqwa is the heart, which is why we have to be careful with our hearts. One’s
thoughts are one’s own problem. When one thinks too much and his mind is disturbed with
Waswaas (whisperings) of the Shaytan about Allah, the future, people, etc. it will make his life
miserable. Therefore, we have to ask Allah for 'Afiyah - ( العفيةsound health), especially in our
hearts. Al-Muttaqi is afraid of having a concealed wrong Aqeedah (belief) or bad thought in his
heart.
Shaikh As-Sa'di  رحمه هللاmentioned in his Tafseer, that Taqwa guides one to purify his heart and
remember Allah's knowledge at all times. Then he (the slave) will show shyness to His Lord
from seeing his heart as a place for every lowly thought, and instead he will occupy his mind
with good thoughts and ideas that bring him closer to Allah, such as:





Contemplating a verse from the Qur’an and always thinking of it
Contemplating a Sunnah act from the narrations of the Prophet ﷺ
Reflecting on the creation of Allah and His favors
Contemplating on how to advise people

Allah's Name  العليمimplies the attribute of ( العلمKnowledge). Allah is attributed with having
knowledge, and the creation also has knowledge. How can we single Allah out with this
attribute?

Affirmation:



We affirm perfect and comprehensive knowledge to Allah
We affirm deficient knowledge to the creation

Negation:


We negate any deficiency in the knowledge of Allah (ignorance, forgetfulness, etc.)

Allah affirmed perfect comprehensive knowledge to Himself in many verses in the Qur’an, for
example:
Surat al-An'am [6:59]:

"And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is hidden), none knows them but He.
And He knows whatever there is in (or on) the earth and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but He
knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is
written in a Clear Record."
""َل يعلمها إَل هو
To believe that no one knows the keys of the unseen except Allah - this is Tawheed.
The keys of the Unseen includes:
"ُ "يعلم ما في البُ و البح- And He knows whatever there is in the earth and in the sea
" "و ما تسقط من ورقة إَل يعلمها- Not a leaf falls, but He knows it
" "و َل حبة في ظلمات اْلرض و َل رطب و َل يابس إَل في كتاب ميين- There is not a grain in the darkness of
the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but it is written in a clear record.
The knowledge of all creation in comparison to Allah's Knowledge is as what Khidr said to
Musa, who were the most knowledgeable people of their time, when a bird dipped its beak once
or twice into the sea, "My knowledge and your knowledge, in comparison to Allah's knowledge,
is like what this bird has taken out of the sea."
Ibn Al-Qayyim  رحمه هللاsaid in Madaarij As-Salikeen:
"( "الحمد هللAll praise is due to Allah) includes the refutation of the claim of those who say that
Allah Knows about things generally and not in detail. The word  الحمد هللindicates Allah's
complete praise, for how can the One Who deserves all praise not know anything of the world
and its details, or the number of stars and planets, or who obeys Him and who does not? It is
impossible to give our Ilah and Lord such a defective description, because the One worshipped
should know the state of His worshippers!
""الُحمن الُحيم
It is impossible to be merciful with whom He does not know.
""مالك يوم الدين

This is the affirmation of full sovereignty and kingship to Allah. How does a King not know
about His wards or the state of His Kingdom?
He is the One Who will recompense the people on the Day of Judgment. How can He judge
among His creation while He does not have knowledge?
To deny Allah's Knowledge about the details of His creation is void and contradicts all what is
mentioned above. How can the knowledge of Allah, Who created everything, not comprehend
everything? In Surat al-Mulk [67:14], Allah says:

"Should not He Who has created know? And He is the Most Kind and Courteous (to His
slaves) All-Aware (of everything)."
The Knowledge of the Creation
a) The creation can never encompass Allah's Knowledge.


In Ayat al-Kursi [2:255]

"Allah! La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), the Ever Living,
the One Who sustains and protects all that exists. Neither slumber, nor sleep overtake Him.
To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on earth. Who is he that can
intercede with Him except with His Permission? He knows what happens to them (His
creatures) in this world, and what will happen to them in the Hereafter. And they will
never encompass anything of His Knowledge except that which He wills. His Kursi extends
over the heavens and the earth, and He feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving them.
And He is the Most High, the Most Great."

""و َل يحيطون بشيء من علمه إَل بما شاء
We cannot even encompass ""بشيء من علمه
This part of the verse has two meanings:
i) The creation does not know about Allah's Names, Attributes, and Actions except what He wills
to teach them.
ii) They cannot encompass anything of Allah's Knowledge of what is in the Heavens and Earth
except what He wills to teach them.
We

only

know

what Allah taught

us,

nothing

more

than

that.

b) The creation does not know anything except what Allah teaches them
All religious knowledge, worldly knowledge, decreed knowledge is attributed to Allah. He is
العليم,
and
He
teaches
His
Angels,
Prophets
and
the
Creation.


In Surat al-Baqarah [2:31]:

"And He taught Adam all the names (of everything), then He showed them to the angels
and said, ‘Tell Me the names of these if you are truthful.’"
The Angels then said as mentioned in verse 32:

"They (angels) said: ‘Glory be to You, we have no knowledge except what You have taught
us. Verily, it is You, the All-Knower, the All-Wise.’"



In Surat an-Nisa’ [4:113]:

"Had not the Grace of Allah and His Mercy been upon you (O Muhammad )ﷺ, a party of
them would certainly have made a decision to mislead you, but (in fact) they mislead none
except their own selves, and no harm can they do to you in the least. Allah has sent down to
you the Book (the Qur’an), and Al-Hikmah (Islamic laws, knowledge of legal and illegal
things, i.e. the Prophet's Sunnah - legal ways), and taught you that which you knew not.
And Ever Great is the Grace of Allah upon you (O Muhammad )ﷺ."
""و علم ما لم تكن تعلم
Allah addresses the Prophet  ﷺthat Allah taught Him that which He did not know. The Prophet ﷺ
was illiterate and Allah taught Him, and no one else.



In Surat Yusuf [12:37]:

"He said: "No food will come to you (in wakefulness or in dream) as your provision, but I
will inform (in wakefulness) its interpretation before it (the food) comes. This is of that
which my Lord has taught me. Verily, I have abandoned the religion of a people that
believe not in Allah and are disbelievers in the Hereafter (i.e. the Kan'aniun of Egypt who
were polytheists and used to worship sun and other false deities)."
When the two companions asked Yusuf  عليه السالمto interpret their dreams, he said: " ذالكما مما
"علمني ربي
I.e. What I interpret of dreams is what Allah taught me.
So, in order to affirm Tawheed Al-Asmaa wa Sifat to Allah, we have to:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Affirm perfect knowledge to Allah
Affirm deficient knowledge to ourselves
Admit that our knowledge is nothing in comparison to Allah
Admit that Allah is the One who taught us, the Angels, the creation, etc.



In Surat ar-Rahman [55: 1-2]:

The Most Beneficent (Allah)!"

"Has taught (you mankind) the Quran (by His Mercy)."



In Surat al-Alaq [96:4-7]:

"Who has taught (the writing) by the pen [the first person to write was Prophet Idrees
(Enoch)]."

"Has taught man that which he knew not."

"Nay! Verily, man does transgress all bounds (in disbelief and evil deed, etc.)."

"Because he considers himself self-sufficient."
Allah is the One Who taught us everything we know, but man continues to show arrogance.

The Name of Allah Al-'Aleem ( العليمPart 12)
Allah’s Name  العليمimplies the attribute of ( العلمKnowledge). Allah is attributed with having
knowledge, and the creation also has knowledge. How can we single Allah out with this
attribute? Last week's post introduced us to the difference between Allah's Knowledge and
creation's knowledge with evidences from the Qur'an. This week we look further into
understanding where we stand with our deficient knowledge, and the reality of the creation's
knowledge.
What makes people become atheists, feel proud, reject Islam? They are deceived with the
knowledge that they have, and the advancements that have been made in the field of technology.
c) The creation does not know anything except what Allah teaches them

Allah said regarding Dawoud  عليه السالمin Surat al-Anbiya’ [21:80]:

"And We taught him the making of metal coats of mail (for battles), to protect you in your
fighting. Are you then grateful?"
Allah said regarding both Dawoud and Sulaiman  عليهما السالمin Surat an-Naml [27:15-16]:

"And indeed We gave knowledge to Dawoud (David) and Sulaiman (Solomon), and they
both said: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has preferred us above many of
His believing slaves!"

"And Sulaiman (Solomon) inherited (the knowledge of) Dawoud (David). He said: ‘O
mankind! We have been taught the language of the birds, and on us have been bestowed all
things. This, verily, is an evident grace (from Allah).’"
It is Allah that gave Sulaiman and Dawoud  عليهما السالمknowledge.
And they thanked Allah for this knowledge.
Allah said regarding ‘Eesa  عليه السالمin Surat al-Ma'idah [5:110]:

"(Remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection). "O 'Iesa (Jesus), son of
Maryam (Mary)! Remember My Favour to you and to your mother when I supported you
with Ruh-ul-Qudus [Jibrael (Gabriel)] so that you spoke to the people in the cradle and in
maturity; and when I taught you writing, Al-Hikmah (the power of understanding), the
Taurat (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel); and when you made out of the clay, as it were, the
figure of a bird, by My Permission, and you breathed into it, and it became a bird by My
Permission, and you healed those born blind, and the lepers by My Permission, and when
you brought forth the dead by My Permission; and when I restrained the Children of Israel
from you (when they resolved to kill you) since you came unto them with clear proofs, and
the disbelievers among them said: 'This is nothing but evident magic.' "
Allah taught all the Prophets and Messengers, and He taught all humans. Allah taught us the
Qur’an through which is knowledge of everything we need to be successful in this life and the
Hereafter.
In Surat ar-Rahman [55:1-2]:

"The Most Beneficent (Allah)!"

"Has taught (you mankind) the Quran (by His Mercy)."
Who taught us to hold and write with the pen? Allah. In Surat al-‘Alaq [96:4-5]:

"Who has taught (the writing) by the pen [the first person to write was Prophet Idrees
(Enoch)]."

"Has taught man that which he knew not."
All what we have of knowledge is taught to us by Allah and no one else. We have to thank Allah
for this blessing.
But instead of praising Allah and thanking Allah for the blessing of knowledge, some people
attribute their knowledge and intelligence to themselves, their classes, the teacher, etc. We talk
about and praise everything except Allah.
Even if we do mention Allah for a second, we will talk about our intelligence, the means and
precautions we took, the teacher we learnt from, etc. for one hour. This indicates that we are not
thanking Allah for the blessing. Our hearts are filled with the means we took, and not Allah,
Who helped us and made the means available to us. The person whose heart is filled with Allah
will always talk about Allah; He will feel ashamed to talk about other than Allah.
Allah said in Surat az-Zumar [39:49]:

"When harm
touches man, he calls to Us (for help), then when We have (rescued him from that harm
and) changed it into a favor from Us, he says: ‘Only because of knowledge (that I possess)
did I obtain it.’ Nay, it is only a trial, but most of them know not!"
""قال إنما أوتيته على علم
He does not even say: "( "آت َانِي هللاAllah gave me). He says: ""أوتيت, not even mentioning Allah.
" = "على علمBecause of a knowledge I possess.

Man forgets Allah and just talks about his intelligence, experience, the means, the precautions,
the university, etc. He talks about everything except Allah, as if he is the one who created his
own ability and power to take the means; as if he brought everything, including the means, into
existence.
""بل هي فتنة و ْلكن أكثُهم َل يعلمون
But this is just a test - will you think good about Allah or not? Will you thank Allah or not?

d) Our Knowledge in comparison to the Knowledge of Allah is very little, in spite of the
abundant knowledge the children of Adam  عليه السالمhave acquired.
In Sahih al-Bukhari, it was narrated that some men came to the Prophet ﷺand asked him about
the soul in our bodies. Then Allah revealed in Surat al-Isra' [17:85]:

"And they ask you (O Muhammad  )ﷺconcerning the Ruh (the Spirit). Say: ‘The Ruh (the
Spirit) is one of the things, the knowledge of which is only with my Lord. And of
knowledge, you (mankind) have been given only a little.’"
Those who boast that they have Phd's and other doctorates or degrees, do not even know about
the nature of the soul which is between their two sides. They only know what Allah has told us;
that it departs the body when we sleep and may or may not return, and at the time of death our
eyes will follow the soul, and it will either reach the Illiyeen, or the gates of the heavens will be
closed for it, then it will be returned to the body in the grave, and will be either in delight or
torment. Do we know anything more than that?
We have to admit that our knowledge is nothing in comparison to the knowledge of Allah. In the
story of Musa and Khidr عليهما السالم, when they embarked on the ship, a sparrow came and stood
on the edge of the boat and dipped its beak once or twice in the sea. Al-Khidr said: "O Musa! My
knowledge and your knowledge compared to Allah's Knowledge is like the amount of water taken
by this sparrow from the sea with its beak" [Al-Bukhari and Muslim]
Do not be deceived by today’s smart technology. It is Allah Who is teaching us.
What should our attitude be if we really believe that Allah is the One teaching us? We should
show humility to Allah and not be arrogant. The scholars said that the sign of a person of
knowledge is that the more Allah teaches him, the more he shows humbleness. And the sign of
the ignorant person is that the more Allah teaches him, the more he shows arrogance. Being

humble should be the impact of our knowledge. We should not feel arrogance in our heart
towards people.
The knowledge of the Prophets and all of creation in comparison to the Knowledge of Allah is
nothing. Then what about our knowledge? " "و ما أوتيتم من العلم إَل قليال- And of knowledge, you
(mankind) have been given only a little.
The words of Allah ( )كلمات هللاare either:
1) Legal Words, or
2) Universal Words
If all the oceans were ink to write the Words of Allah, and you brought 7 seas to increase it, and
the trees of all the earth were pens; all of these would be exhausted, but the Words of Allah will
never be exhausted. This shows us that we are nothing and our knowledge is nothing in
comparison to Allah.
Comparing our knowledge to Allah is like comparing our ability with His ability, our wisdom
with His wisdom. We can never be compared to Allah. We are weak, in need, incapable. And
Allah is Perfect, and His Knowledge is Perfect.
The Prophet  ﷺsaid:

"...I cannot enumerate Your praise, You are as You have praised yourself." [An-Nasaa'i]
In Salaat Al-Istikharah we say:
ب
َ َوت َ أعلَ ُم َوَل أ َ أعلَ ُم َوأ َ أنتَ عَال ُم أالغُيُو
"...And You know, I know not. You are the Knower of hidden things...." [Al-Bukhari]
The more you show humility to Allah, the more He will teach you.
In Surat al-Baqarah [2:216]:

"Jihad (holy fighting in Allah's Cause) is ordained for you (Muslims) though you dislike it,
and it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for you and that you like a thing which
is bad for you. Allah knows but you do not know."
Allah is addressing the most knowledgeable nation, which is us, the Muslim nation.
""وهللا يعلم و أنتم َل تعلمون
Look into your life and what you like and do not like of situations. Whatever you do not like is
good for you. Allah knows, and you do not know. Any situation which is bothering you,
disturbing you, upsetting you is good for you, because Allah knows and you do not know. This is
what our belief should be.
Allah will say to the Messengers on the Day of Judgment, as mentioned in Surat al-Ma’idah
[5:109]:

"On the Day when Allah will gather the Messengers together and say to them: "What was
the response you received (from men to your teaching)? They will say: "We have no
knowledge, verily, only You are the All-Knower of all that is hidden (or unseen, etc.)."
Why do they say this? This indicates their good manners, and that they know for sure that even
the knowledge they have is nothing in comparison to Allah's Knowledge,
" "الغيوب- This is mentioned in the plural. Allah knows all the unseen.
If you light a lamp on a sunny day, will it have any effect? This is like our knowledge in
comparison to the Knowledge of Allah, and this is what the Messengers admitted. We have to
admit in order to humble ourselves. When you humble yourself, Allah will give you more. But if
you feel satisfied with the knowledge you have, and that you do not need to attend a course or
study, it means that you are on the way of ignorance. We have to admit that we have no
knowledge.

e) No deficiency, forgetfulness or ignorance befalls the Knowledge of Allah. However, we as
humans are forgetful, ignorant of many things, and our knowledge is deficient.

Allah negated forgetfulness for Himself in Surat Maryam [19:64]:

"And we (angels) descend not except by the Command of your Lord (O Muhammad). To
Him belongs what is before us and what is behind us, and what is between those two, and
your Lord is never forgetful,"
f) Never does a knowledge of something occupy Allah from another knowledge

When Allah knows something, it does not mean that He is ignorant of something else. Unlike us,
He knows everything and the affairs of everyone.
E.g. Hearing: Allah's Hearing never occupies Him from hearing other things. For us humans, if
two people speak at the same time, we cannot concentrate and hear them both clearly. As for
Allah, if all of creation invoked Him at the same time, He hears them all equally, and knows
what is in all their hearts equally. Never does the knowledge or hearing of some of them occupy
Him from the knowledge or hearing of others.
In Surat an-Nahl [16:78]:

"And Allah has brought you out from the wombs of your mothers while you know nothing.
And He gave you hearing, sight, and hearts that you might give thanks (to Allah)."
""َل تعلمون شيء
Our knowledge is preceded with ignorance. We did not know, and Allah slowly taught us.
Allah has always been  العليمand always will be العليم. Knowledge is a  ;صفة ذاتيةan Essential
Attribute of Allah. There has never come and will never come a stage where Allah does not

know.

There are some sects that claim that Allah does not know about a thing except after it happens.
Allah knows about everything even before it happens. And there are sects that claim that Allah
knows generally and not in detail. They have forged a lie against Allah. Allah's Knowledge is
comprehensive and covers the details of every minute matter.
What happens to our knowledge? It is not permanent; we forget. Our knowledge is followed by
forgetfulness. We are bound between ignorance and forgetfulness, whereas Allah's Knowledge
has always been perfect and will always be perfect. Allah is far above what people forge against
Him.
Al-Khattabi said regarding the knowledge of the creation: "Even though the sons of Adam are
attributed with knowledge, it is directed to certain knowledge, and they may have it in one state
and not in another state. They may be afflicted with a sickness or an affliction which results in
their ignorance after having knowledge, and forgetfulness after knowing."
You cannot find anyone who has knowledge of everything. Even the scholars do not know
worldly knowledge in detail, except what they need. Humans do not have the ability to
comprehend the knowledge of everything. And Allah's Knowledge is real and perfect.
Conclusion:
It does not suit the deficient human to judge the actions of the One who is Perfect. If we admit
that we are deficient in our knowledge, then how can we judge Allah Who is Perfect in His
Knowledge and Attributes?
This is one way of making Da'wah to scientists and their likes, who are arrogant and disbelieve
in the Creator because of their knowledge. You can use this approach in order to show them who
they are in comparison to Allah.

The Name of Allaah  العليمAl-‘Aleem (Part 13)
The Name of Allah  العليمis one of His greatest Names. If a person acts upon this Name, it will
help him take care of his heart. When a person is aware of Allah's knowledge of even the
slightest movement of his heart, he knows that Allah will surely take account of it.
Allah has particularized the Knowledge of the Unseen to His Noble Self.
In Surat al-An'am [6:59]:

"And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is hidden), none knows them but He.
And He knows whatever there is in (or on) the earth and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but he
knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is
written in a Clear Record."
Tawheed consists of affirmation and negation.
" "و عنده مفاتح الغيب ال يعلمها إال هوis a statement of Tawheed (monotheism).
Negation: ( ال يعلمهاNo one knows the Unseen)
Affirmation: ( إال هوExcept Allah)
This is Tawheed in regards to the Attribute of the Knowledge of the Unseen - صفة علم الغيب
In Surat an-Naml [27:65]:

"Say: "None in the heavens and the earth knows the Ghaib (unseen) except Allah, nor can
they perceive when they shall be resurrected."
Negation:  ال يعلم من في السماوات و األرض الغيبNo one in the heavens and on the earth knows the
unseen.
Affirmation: ( إال هللاexcept Allah)
Allah mentions in many verses in the Qur'an, that He is the All Knower of all the unseen - عالم
الغيوب. In Surat al Luqman [31:34], Allah mentions five examples of the unseen:

"Verily, Allah! With Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain,
and knows that which is in the wombs. No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, and
no person knows in what land he will die. Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware (of
things)."
These are just examples of the unseen that Allah knows. Al-Aloosi رحمه هللاcommented saying,
"Mentioning these five matters of the Ghaib (unseen) does not mean that these are the only ones
known to Allah; but they are just some examples of the most important of the unseen matters."
[Ruh Al-Ma'ani]
Undoubtedly, the knowledge of the unseen is wider and vaster than to be limited to these five
matters
only.
A'ishah  رضي هللا عنهاsaid, "Whoever claims that he (the Prophet  )ﷺtells about the future (and
what will happen tomorrow), then he has forged a great lie against Allah. Allah says in Surat
An-Naml [27:65]:

"Say: "None in the heavens and the earth knows the Ghaib (unseen) except Allah, nor can
they perceive when they shall be resurrected." [Muslim]
So, whoever claims that the Prophet  ﷺknows the unseen, has disbelieved in the verse in Surat
an-Naml.
In surat al-A'raf [7:33], Allah mentions sins in order, from the least grievous to the most
grievous:

"Say (O Muhammad): "(But) the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are AlFawahish (great evil sins, every kind of unlawful sexual intercourse, etc.) whether
committed openly or secretly, sins (of all kinds), unrighteous oppression, joining partners
(in worship) with Allah for which He has given no authority, and saying things about Allah
of which you have no knowledge."
" "قل إنما حرم ربي- Say: But the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are:
" "الفواحش ما ظهر منها و ما بطن- Al-Fawahish (evil deeds), whether committed openly or secretly.
" "و اإلثم- refers to all kinds of sins.
" "و البغي بغير الحق- unrighteous oppression
"ً  "و أن تشرك باهلل ما لم ينزل به سلطانا- to commit Shirk (associate partners to Allah).
and then finally, what is more grievous than Shirk?
" "و أن تقولوا على هللا ما ال تعلمون- To say about Allah what you do not know.
There are people who boldly judge and talk on behalf of Allah and this is more serious than
committing Shirk. Even when we are explaining the Qur'an, we should have references to
support it. We should not say something of our own imagination or interpretation because it is to
say about Allah what one has no knowledge of.
E.g. To claim that Allah loves a particular person; Allah will put a person in Paradise; or Allah
will admit him into Hellfire, etc. How do we know this?
Another type of speaking about Allah without knowledge is to claim to have knowledge of the
unseen, which Allah has particularized to His Noble Self.
Most of us have heard of fortune telling and soothsaying.
Today, soothsaying / fortunetelling has taken a different form than in the past. We imagine
magicians and fortunetellers to look like people in a dark gloomy place, but nowadays they have
taken a modern form - you can find soothsayers and fortune tellers in offices with secretaries
booking appointments. Many people fall into this without knowing that it is Kufr and Shirk.

Before we can understand the details of soothsaying and fortune telling, we have to affirm three
things:
1- Allah is the only One attributed with Knowledge of the Unseen -  ;علم الغيبit is something
particular to Allah.
In Surat al-An'am [6:59]:

"And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is hidden), none knows them but He.
And He knows whatever there is in (or on) the earth and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but he
knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is
written in a Clear Record."
2- There are two types of Unseen:
a) Absolute Unseen ( )غيب المطلقwhich no one knows except Allah, whether it is from the matters
of the past or the future.
b) Partial Unseen ( )غيب النسي- It is unseen to certain people, and known to others.
E.g. presently, we are attending a gathering so we know what is happening here, but we do not
know what is happening in our homes right now, or in the streets, etc. It is unseen to us, but seen
to others.
3- The ruling/ verdict for those who claims to know the unseen is a Mushrik Kaafir. These
people have committed major Shirk which brings one out of the fold of Islam according to the
consensus of all the scholars. The reason for that is their claim to have an attribute which is
particular to Allah and no one else, regardless of the means that may have been used for the
claim - palm reading, reading tea leaves, tarot card divination, shell divination, making lines in
the sand, etc.
Those who claim the unseen - ghaib do so by either:
a) Telling Lies ()دَ َجل
They are Dajjal in the sense that they tell lies; merely guessing and assuming. In addition, their
lies could conform to the facts, as a test from Allah.

b) Using the Jinn
They do acts of worship to please the jinn which allows the jinn to serve them. Allah has given
the jinn the power of flying with incredible speed; they can traverse the world in minutes, as
mentioned in Surat an-Naml [27:38-39]:

"He said: ‘O chiefs! Which of you can bring me her throne before they come to me
surrendering themselves in obedience?’
An Ifrit (strong) from the jinn said: ‘I will bring it to you before you rise from your place
(council). And verily, I am indeed strong, and trustworthy for such work.’"
The Jinn either flies throughout the world to get the news, or they go to the heavens and quietly
listen to the news of the heavens. Then they bring the news to the fortunetellers who will add 100
lies to it. If the person uses the Jinn, he is committing double Shirk.
How do we distinguish between those who claim to know the unseen and the believing slaves of
whom Allah gives supernatural matters- ?كرامات

The Person
( معجزةMiracles)

Prophets and Messengers

( كراماتSupernatural matters as
an honour for a person)
( أحوال الشيطانيةSatanic states)

The Purpose
To support them and prove
their Truthfulness
As an honour; To keep
them firm

Awliyaa of Allah; those who
believe and have Taqwa
 فاجر- The Unrighteous Wicked
A trial (fitnah)
Person

Miracles
Allah gives the Prophets and Messengers miracles in order to support them and prove their
truthfulness to the people.
E.g. The Miracle of the stick of Musa (Moses) عليه السالمturning into a snake, the splitting of the
moon for the Prophet ()ﷺ, the fire turning cold and safe for Ibrahim (Abraham) عليه السالم.
 كرماتSupernatural matters

-

Allah gives كرماتto His Awliyaa; who are believers, practice Taqwa -  متقي،مؤمن

The next generation after the Prophet ( )ﷺ- Tabi'een had more supernatural power - كرماتthan
the Companions. As the people go further away from the time of the Prophet ()ﷺ, as the
Karamaat increases, because Allah wants to keep the righteous among them firm on the religion.
E.g. ‘Umar ibn Khattab رضي هللا عنهwas on the pulpit of the Prophet ( )ﷺdelivering the Khutbah.
In the middle of his speech he cried, ""يا سارية الجبل. At that time, Saariyah was leading an army
fighting the Persians and they were encircled by the enemy and were in a dangerous situation. At
that moment ‘Umar cried, " "يا سارية الجبل- (O Saariyah, betake yourself to the mountain.)
Saariyah heard Umar's cry and he betook himself to the mountain and they defeated the Persians.
Allah honoured ‘Umar and Saariyah by this supernatural power.
The more you strengthen your relationship with Allah, the more you will be a Waliy of Allah,
and the more Allah will support you.
- أحوال الشيطانيةSatanic States
Miracles and كراماتare from Allah while Satanic states - أحوال الشيطانيةare from the Shaytan and
are given to the unrighteous wicked people. E.g. you might find such a person walking on water,
stabbing himself with knives without getting hurt, etc.
Ibn Taymiyah رحمه هللاsaid that if you want to know the reality - whether the person is given an
honour كرمةor a state from the Shaytan - you should look into the state of the person. If the
person is following the Qur’an and Sunnah, it is an honour  ;كرمةif the person is not praying and
opposes the Qur’an and Sunnah, then it is from the Shaytan and is a test from Allah.
E.g. Iblees was given respite to live until the Day of Judgment; he will not die until then. Why
did Allah give Iblees this supernatural ability? As a Fitnah for him and the people. Listening to
music, committing illegal sins, innovations, and Shirk all make a person more deserving of being
overpowered by the Shaytan.
Ibn Taymiyah رحمه هللاsaid that if you see a man flying in the air or walking on water, do not take
his word unless his state is according to the Qur’an and Sunnah.
Once Imam Ahmad رحمه هللاwas walking and he heard a voice from the clouds saying, "You have
now reached a status where all obligations are released from you. I am your Lord." Ahmad ibn
Hanbal رحمه هللاsaid, "You are the enemy of Allah and a liar." This is because he knew, i.e. how
could he stop praying if the Prophet ( )ﷺprayed until the end of his life? Having knowledge
benefits people.
The ruling/verdict of going to a fortuneteller:
The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid:

َ ص
الةٌ َأ ْربَعِينَ َل ْي َل ًة
َ ُى ٍء َل ْم تُ ْقبَ ْل َله
ْ َم ْن َأتَى عَ َّرا ًفا َفسَأَ َلهُ عَ ْن َش

"He who visits someone who claims to have knowledge of the unseen and asks him about
anything, his prayers will not be accepted for forty nights." [Muslim]
In another Hadith, reported by Ahmad and authenticated by al-Albani, he ( )ﷺsaid:

من أتى كاهناً فصدقه بما يقول فقد كفر بما أنزل على دمحم ﷺ
"Whoever goes to a fortuneteller and believes what he says has disbelieved in what was revealed
to Prophet Muhammad "()ﷺ
َ سأ َ َلهُ َع ْن
ٍش ْىء
َ  َم ْن أَتَى َع َّرافًا َف- "Something" could be anything. It could be about the past, present or
future. Also, approaching a fortuneteller does not necessitate going on your feet to him. It could
be by calling him, writing to him, reading horoscopes, etc.
ًصالَة ٌ أ َ ْربَعِينَ لَ ْيلَة
َ ُ لَ ْم ت ُ ْقبَ ْل لَه- This does not mean that one does not have to pray, it means that he has to
pray but he will not be rewarded for his prayer. Someone might say: "If my prayer will not
accepted, I won't pray for forty days."
If he does not pray, he is considered a Kafir. The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid:

َ ص
ِالة
َّ بَيْنَ ا ْلع َ ْب ِد َوبَ ْينَ ا ْل ُك ْف ِر ت َْركُ ال
"Between a slave of Allah and disbelief is abandoning the Salat." [At-Tirmithi]
The acts of worship are of three degrees:
1) Obligation of performing the worship,
2) Performing the worship and getting a share of the reward,
3) Performing the worship and getting full reward.
The person that goes to a fortuneteller is of the first degree - he is obliged to perform the prayer.
But he has no share in reward.
As for the person who believes in what the fortuneteller says, [فقد كفر بما أنزل على دمحم ﷺThen he has
disbelieved in what was revealed to Muhammad (])ﷺ, in other words - the Qur'an and the
Sunnah. The Qur'an here refers to the verse in Surat an-Naml [27:65]:

"Say: "None in the heavens and the earth knows the Ghaib (unseen) except Allah, nor can
they perceive when they shall be resurrected."
Also, in Surat al-Baqarah [2:256]:

"There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the Right Path has become distinct from the
wrong path. Whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah, then he has grasped the
most trustworthy handhold that will never break. And Allah is All-Hearer, All-Knower."
In order to believe in Allah and His Messenger ()ﷺ, it is important to disbelieve in the 'Taghut' طاغوت. A Taghut -  طاغوتis any false deity; and the fortuneteller is a Taghut - طاغوت.
Allah says in Surat Ta-Ha [20:69]:

"And throw that which is in your right hand! It will swallow up that which they have
made. That which they have made is only a magician's trick, and the magician will never be
successful, no matter whatever amount (of skill) he may attain."
The magician is never successful. So if you believe in the magician and/or fortuneteller, it is as if
you believe they have succeeded, which contradicts and opposes what Allah said in the Qur’an.
It is in this way that the person disbelieves in what was revealed upon Prophet Muhammad ()ﷺ
of the Qur’an and Sunnah.
Ibn ‘Uthaimeen رحمه هللاsaid, "If a person knows that he should not go to a fortuneteller believing
in him, but he still goes and believes what he is told, this is Major Kufr. But if he is ignorant, he
is condemned with Minor Kufr ()كفر دون كفر." [Al Qawl Al-Mufeed 'Ala Kitab at-Tawheed
The types of Fortunetelling
1- To claim to know what is in the hearts and minds of people

E.g. Children at school play a kind of guessing game where a number is guessed from 1 to 10. 'A'
guesses a number, 'B' guesses a number. These kinds of games are not encouraged among
children because Shaytan may seize this opportunity to whisper the correct number in the other
person's mind. At a very young age, children are falling into fortunetelling.
2- Using Computers
This is a sophisticated way of fortunetelling, which you can find in some museums in Arab
countries. E.g. you put money in a machine and it analyses you by first asking for your name and
mother's name. Then you are asked to put your palm on the screen. Your palm is read and a
paper is printed containing a description of who you are, your likes, dislikes etc. In such cases,
behind the scenes, the fortuneteller is using the help of the Shayateen. Most of us are not aware
of this kind of fortunetelling. Some fortunetellers claim to know all about you just by using your
name and mother's name.
3- Hypnotism
Many psychologists use hypnotism, claiming that it is therapy and they can cure the sick through
it. Lajnah al-Ifta in Saudi Arabia issued a Fatwa regarding it. They call it Shirk because it is
based on using the jinn. The hypnotizer uses the jinn to overpower the sick person, and the
Shaytan will overpower him, making him speak and do actions according to the wishes of the
hypnotizer. The jinn serves the hypnotizer according to how much he serves the jinn. They
usually use this technique to get secrets from the person. Whoever claims this as a means of cure
is considered a liar.
4- Abajad
This is marking every letter with a number and using it as a way of calculation. The Arabs used
to do this and it is fine to use for calculation purposes only. There are forbidden versions of it
where letters are used, which is considered fortunetelling. There are people who ask you for your
name, and use the letters of your name, to tell you your personality; or they will tell you to write
something that’s on your mind on a piece of paper, and then they turn them into numbers and use
those numbers to calculate the date of your death, etc.
This is common nowadays, even amongst religious people.
Weather forecasting, lunar and solar eclipses and forecasting comets are not included in
fortunetelling because they are all based on calculations and therefore permissible.
With regards to people claiming that they feel something is going to happen and it happens and
telepathy:
E.g. A woman's husband is outside. Before entering she feels that her husband will enter anytime
soon, and exactly at that moment, he enters. This may recur with her until she believes she has
the power of knowing the unseen. This can be explained thus: the jinn accompanying her, and

the jinn accompanying her husband inform each other of this information. This is the plain truth
and nothing more than that. This is considered the Shaytan's play.
E.g. there is nothing called telepathy; it is the work of the Jinn. You may feel like you know what
a specific person is thinking on the other side of the world. It is actually the work of the Jinn
putting the same thing in the other person's mind, and they think they are close and have a
connection.
No one knows the unseen - غيبexcept Allah!
The Name of Allah Al-'Aleem ( العليمPart 14)
Allah particularized Himself with the knowledge of the unseen, and He informed us that no one
knows it except Him. We have to single Allah out with the attribute of the Knowledge of the
unseen -  علم الغيب.
When people see that their dreams are coming true all the time, they think they know the unseen,
not knowing that they are whispering from the Shaytan as a test from Allah. Do they believe they
know what is going to happen in the future? Or do they believe that no one knows about the
future except Allah? The influence of people’s dreams might even persuade them to the extent
that they say that their dreams never fail them. If you think you know the future you have
committed Shirk.
Even the jinn do not know the unseen. In Surat as-Saba [34:14]:

"Then when We decreed death for him [Sulaiman (Solomon)], nothing informed them
(jinn) of his death except a little worm of the earth, which kept (slowly) gnawing away at
his stick, so when he fell down, the Jinn saw clearly that if they had known the unseen, they
would not have stayed in the humiliating torment."
When the worm of the earth ate Sulaiman ' عليه اسالمs stick, he fell from it. The Jinn then came to
know the truth:
""فلما خَر تبينت الجن أن لو كانوا يعلمون الغيب ما لبثوا في العذاب المهين
“So when he fell down, the Jinn saw clearly that if they had known the unseen, they would
not have stayed in the humiliating torment” - This indicates that even the Jinn do not know

the unseen. Subsequently, those who seek help from the Jinn and go to fortune tellers and
soothsayers are doing something wrong. No one knows the unseen except Allah.
In Surat al-Jinn [72:9-10], Allah said on the tongue of the Jinn:

"'And verily, we used to sit there in stations, to (steal) a hearing, but any who listens now
will find a flaming fire watching him in ambush."

"And we know not whether evil is intended for those on earth, or whether their Lord
intends for them a Right Path."
The Jinn were sitting in positions near the heavens, in order to listen to the news of the heavens.
Then, they were prevented from hearing. The Jinn say that they do not know if this event is
because Allah wills good for the people of the earth or something evil. It is clearly mentioned in
the Qur’an that the Jinn do not know, but there are still some Muslims who go to fortunetellers,
soothsayers, and palm readers, thinking that these means can tell them about the unseen.
The Connection between the Name  العليمand the belief in the Day of Judgment.
In Surat Fatir [35:31-37]:

"And what We have inspired in you [O Muhammad (])ﷺ, of the Book (the Qur’an), it is the
(very) truth [that you (Muhammad) and your followers must act on its instructions],
confirming that which was (revealed) before it. Verily! Allah is indeed All-Aware, and AllSeer of His slaves."
Allah mentions the revealing of His Book to the Prophet ()ﷺ, which is all truth. But what
happened to the people?

"Then We gave the Book the Qur’an) for inheritance to such of Our slaves whom We chose
(the followers of Muhammad). Of them are some who wrong their own selves, and of them
are some who follow a middle course, and of them are some who are, by Allah's Leave,
foremost in good deeds. That (inheritance of the Qur’an), that is indeed a great grace."
After Allah gave the Qur’an as inheritance to the slaves He chose, they divided into three
categories of people:
1) Those who wrong themselves (by committing sins).
2) Those who follow a moderate course; who do what is obligatory, but no more than that.
3) Those who are foremost; who not only do the obligatory but the recommendable.
Allah then mentions the recompense of these three categories:

"'Adn (Eden) Paradise (everlasting Gardens) will they enter, therein will they be adorned
with bracelets of gold and pearls, and their garments there will be of silk (i.e. in Paradise)."
After Allah mentioned the three categories, He said ""جنات عدن يدخلونها
The Scholars called the  واوin " "يدخلونهاthe "( "واو السعادةThe Waw of Happiness), because all three
categories are believers and all three will enter Paradise. This gives us hope; do not despair in the
Mercy of Allah. But also, do not persist in sin, because there are different degrees in Jannah.
After Allah mentioned the recompense of the three, He said in verses 36-37:

"But those who disbelieve, (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism) for them will be
the Fire of Hell. Neither it will have a complete killing effect on them so that they die, nor
shall its torment be lightened for them. Thus do We requite every disbeliever!"

"Therein they will cry: "Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall do righteous good deeds, not (the
evil deeds) that we used to do." (Allah will reply): "Did We not give you lives long enough,
so that whosoever would receive admonition, - could receive it? And the warner came to
you. So taste you (the evil of your deeds). For the Zalimun (polytheists and wrongdoers,
etc.) there is no helper."
All three will enter Paradise, and only the disbelievers will enter Hellfire.
Then, after Allah mentioned these categories of people and their recompense in the Hereafter, He
mentioned verse 38.

"Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of the unseen of the heavens and the earth. Verily! He is
the All-Knower of that is in the breasts."
What is the connection?
Shaikh As-Sa'di  رحمه هللاsaid in his Tafseer:
 أخبر تعالى عن سعة علمه تعالى و اطالعه على غيب السماوات و،لما ذكر تعالى جز اء أهل الدارين و ذكر أعمال الفريقين
 و أنه عالم بالسرائر و ما تنطوي عليه الصدور من الخير و الشر و الزكاء،األرض التي غابت عن أبصار الخلق و عن علمهم
 فيعطي كال ما يستحقه و ينزل كل أحد منزلته،و غيره

After Allah mentioned the recompense of the people of the two abodes (Paradise and Hell), and
the deeds of the two parties, He informed us about His vast Knowledge and Awareness of the
unseen of the heavens and earth; which He has made hidden from the sight of the creation and
has made hidden from their knowledge. He is the All-Knower of the secrets and what the breasts
conceal of good and evil, and purity and besides that. Accordingly, He will give everyone what
he deserves and put everyone in the place that suits him
E.g. in Surat al Ghafir [40:17-20]:

"This Day shall every person be recompensed for what he earned. No injustice (shall be
done to anybody). Truly, Allah is Swift in reckoning."
We believe that there is no injustice on that day; Allah is swift in taking account.

"And warn them [O Muhammad ( ])ﷺof the Day that is drawing near (i.e. the Day of
Resurrection), when the hearts will be choking the throats, and they can neither return
them (hearts) to their chests nor can they throw them out. There will be no friend, nor an
intercessor for the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers, etc.), who could be given heed
to."
 اآلزفةAl-Azeefah, the Day which is drawing close -The day the hearts will be choking the throats.
Out of severe horror, it will neither go back to its place nor come out. But Allah will give safety
and security to the believers on that day. Those who will be afraid are the disbelievers and those
who transgressed against themselves.
Those who have transgressed and did wrong will have no close friend or intercessor who can
offer them help on that day.
In verses 19-20:

"Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts conceal."

"And Allah judges with truth, while those to whom they invoke besides Him, cannot judge
anything. Certainly, Allah! He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer."
Allah knows the fraud of the eyes and what the breasts conceal - The fraud of the eyes is the
quick movement of the eye to something that is unlawful. Accordingly, Allah will judge with
truth on the Day of Judgment.
There are many verses in the Qur'an where Allah mentions His Knowledge along with
recompense and judgment on the Day of Judgment. When we read this, it should increase our
faith. Allah knows everything we do in this life, and He will recompense us for it on the Day of
Judgment.
Connection between the Name Al-'Aleem  العليمand Belief in the Qadar (pre-ordainment):
The Name Al-'Aleem should also increase our belief in the Qadar (Pre-ordainment). This is an
issue which is still not clear for many Muslims. They either deny it or are still thinking bad about
Allah. Many groups have deviated with regards to the matter of the Qadar.
Al-Qadar in Arabic is derived from the word Taqdeer- تقديرwhich means estimation or
determination. It is to put something in a place according to your will.
In Islamic Terminology it has two meanings:
1) The Will of Allah ()إرادة هللا
2) The Decreed Ordainments which Allah decreed before the creations of the heavens and the
earth.
The Qadar has four ranks:
a) Knowledge ()العلم
Allah knows everything in advance; what happened in the past, what is happening now, what
will happen in the future. He knows about things that cannot possibly happen and how they
would be if they happened. He knows about the unseen and the consequence of the matters. This
is the Aqeedah of Ahlus-Sunnah. Allah knows everything in advance, in detail and in general.
Nothing is hidden from Him.

This is based on the verse in Surat al-Qamar [54:49]:

"Verily, We have created all things with Qadar (Divine Preordainments of all things before
their creation, as written in the Book of Decrees Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz)."
We believe that Allah's Knowledge is an essential attribute -  ;صفة ذاتيةit is never separate from
Allah. He has always been attributed with knowledge and always will be. His Knowledge is
neither preceded with ignorance nor followed with forgetfulness. His Knowledge does not
change, nor does it increase with the occurrence of the matter. When something happens we
come to know. There are people who believe that Allah does not know things except after they
happen. But the belief - Aqeedah of Ahlus-Sunnah is that Allah's Knowledge is perfect. He
already knows everything that is going to happen until the Day of Judgment.
b) Writing ()الكتابة
Allah wrote what He knows in the Preserved Tablet.
Evidence: Surat al-Hajj [22:70]:

"Know you not that Allah knows all that is in heaven and on earth? Verily, it is (all) in the
Book (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz). Verily! That is easy for Allah."
The above two ranks are before the creation and the occurrence of the Qadar.
The remaining two ranks occur now:
c) The Will ()المشيئة
d) Creation ()الخلق
Everything that befalls now is according to the Will of Allah, according to what He decreed
before.
i) There is something called Eradah  إرادةand something called Mashi-ah مشيئة. In English they
both are translated as "will".

Allah says, " "وهللا يفعل ما يُيدand He said, ""وهللا يفعل ما يشاء. It is not the same, there is a difference.
There is a difference between Eradah  إرادةand Mashi-ah مشيئة.
ii) Eradah  اإلرادةis broader than Mashi-ah مشيئة. The Mashi-ah  مشيئةis a part of the Eradah إرادة.
iii) There are two kinds of Eradah  إرادةof Allah:
iv) ( اإلرادة الشرعيةLegal Will)
v) ( اإلرادة الكونيهUniversal Will); what Allah decreed to happen in the universe by His word كن فيكن
The Differences between the Legal Will of Allaah and His Universal Will:
Legal Will ()اإلرادة الشُعية
It may occur and it may not
Allah loves what He has ordained of legal
ordainments
E.g. Tawheed, Dutifulness to Parents,
Obedience to Him, etc.
Not all people do the above, although Allah
loves it. It is ;مقصود لذاته
Allah loves it because there is good in it.

Universal Will ()اإلرادة الكونية
It will definitely occur
Allah may love what He ordains or may not
E.g. The Creation of Iblees, The Creation of
Evil, Killing, etc.
Allah does not love evil, but it happens. It is
 ;مقصود لغيرهAllah ordains
it because there is a good purpose behind it

Allah does not like Iblees but created him so that we can repent, struggle against ourselves, etc.
If there was no Iblees people would not repent, struggle, seek refuge, etc. There is something
good behind the creation of Iblees, therefore Allah willed his creation.
Note: Whenever you see the word "( "وهللا يحبAllah loves) in the Qur’an, it refers to the إرادة
شرعية, because Allah loves it. Also the word "Qada' " - " "قضىappears in the Qur’an, which is
another word for إرادة.
Some examples:
1) In Surat al-Isra’ [17:4]:

"And We decreed for the Children of Israel in the Scripture, that indeed you would do
mischief on the earth twice and you will become tyrants and extremely arrogant!"

The will referred to in this verse is the universal will إرادة كونيةbecause Allah does not like
mischief in the land, but He allowed it to happen.
2) In Surat al-Isra’ [17:23]:

"And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful to
your parents. If one of them or both of them attain old age in your life, say not to them a
word of disrespect, nor shout at them but address them in terms of honor."
The will referred to here is the legal will-  إرادة شرعيةbecause Allah loves the aforementioned.
Sometimes we have both universal  كونيةand legal  شرعيةwills together. If something Allah loves
happens, it is both  كونيةand شرعية. E.g. the Faith of Abu Bakr.
3) Surat al-Baqarah [2:185]:

"The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur’an, a guidance for mankind and
clear proofs for the guidance and the criterion (between right and wrong). So whoever of
you sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month (of Ramadan i.e. is present at his
home), he must observe Saum (fasts) that month, and whoever is ill or on a journey, the

same number [of days which one did not observe Saum (fasts) must be made up] from
other days. Allah intends for you ease, and He does not want to make things difficult for
you. (He wants that you) must complete the same number (of days), and that you must
magnify Allah [i.e. to say Takbir (Allahu-Akbar; Allah is the Most Great) on seeing the
crescent of the months of Ramadan and Shawwal] for having guided you so that you may
be grateful to Him."
Allah loves ease, and Allah's laws are all easy and it happened, so it is both  إرادة شرعيةand إرادة
كونية.
Summary:
Universal Will - Allah does not love it but wills it to happen.  تقع و ال يحبه هللا (فقط- )رادة كونية
Legal Will - Allah loves it but does not will it to happen.  يحبها و ال تقع (فقط- )إرادة شرعية
Universal and Legal Will - Allah loves it and wills it to happen at the same time.
 يحبها و يقع- إوادة شرعية كونية
What is the purpose behind understanding all of the aforementioned?
i) Allah mentioned it in the Qur’an. We sometimes read Yasha' يشاءand other times Yureed يريد.
ii) We have to understand that Allah does not love evil, but He wills it. Why is that? Because
there is a good purpose behind it.
iii) Evil is not attributed to Allah because all of Allah's Actions are good.
Whatever Allah ordains is good, even if it appears evil. He does not ordain anything but there is
some good behind it. There are people who know this and there are people who are ignorant.
This is the Aqeedah we ought to have.
E.g. what is happening in the Muslim World of killings. There is great wisdom behind it. If the
innocent believers died on belief, their end will be Paradise. Through these trials, the hypocrites
are distinguished from the believers; the liars are distinguished from the truthful. When there
were no calamities, the hypocrites were mixed with the believers, but Allah revealed their secrets
through this calamity. Also, the disbelievers increase in sin through this calamity, so they
deserve the severe punishment of Allah. And when Allah takes them, they will never be released
from His grasp.
iv) The Qadar - decree could be good or evil, but with regards to the Actions of Allah, they are
all good, because it complies with the great wisdom of Allah.
E.g. Allah decreed upon you the loss of a child, job or deportation from the country. There is all
good behind it, although it appears evil. The believer knows that there is something good behind

all of Allah's Actions, which he may come to know sooner or later. He deals with Allah with
good thinking - حسن الظن
The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid in an opening supplication:
والشر ليس إليك
،والخير كله في يديك
ِّ
"All goodness is in Your Hands and evil is not attributed to You." [Muslim]
There is nothing that happens in the heavens or the earth except it happens with the Will of
Allah. Nothing happens in the dominion of Allah that He does not will.
Do not think that anything that happens is independent of the will of Allah. Allah wills
everything that is happening. No one can do anything out of the will of Allah. We have to repeat
this Aqeedah repeatedly to ourselves, because there are fruits we will gain if we believe in this.
In the next post in sha Allaah, we will continue with the 4th rank of the Decree - Qadar, the
creation. The Decree is a very important topic, so if you have any doubts, unclear points or
questions, do not hesitate to contact us any time.
The Name of Allah Al-‘Aleem ( العليمPart 15)
This post is a continuation of the Name of Allah Al-‘Aleem ( العليمPart 14) in which we
mentioned the three ranks of Qadar - Decree in detail. This post takes off from where we
stopped in the Part 14, explaining the fourth rank of Al-Qadar - Decree.
Al-Qadar (Decree) has two meanings:
1)  التقدير- at-Taqdeer Allah's action of decreeing
2)  المقدر- al-Muqaddar What Allah has decreed before the creation of the heavens and earth by
50,000 years.
When you believe in the Qadar, you believe in the Ruboobiyyah of Allah (Allah's action of
decreeing).
The fourth rank of Al-Qadar is the Creation.
4) Creation ()الخلق
We believe that Allah is the Creator of everything خالق كل. There is nothing in the heavens or on
the earth but Allah has created it. He is its Owner, He disposes its affairs, and He has full
authority and power over it. Allah has created everything, including our actions.
Our actions comprise two things:

a) Firm Will إرادة جازمة

b) Ability
Whenever we take any action, we have the will and strength to do it, and both this will and
ability are created by Allah. Therefore, our actions are created by Allah.
Evidence: Allah said on the tongue of Ibrahim  عليه السالمin Surat as-Saaffat [37:96]:

"While Allah has created you and what you make!"
We should understand the matter of Al-Qadar very well, because many people have deviated
from the right path with regards to their belief in it. There are three categories of people with
regards to the Qadar:
When you believe in the Qadar, you believe in the Ruboobiyyah of Allah (Allah's action of
decreeing).

1) Al-Jabriyyah
This group of people affirms the pre-ordainments of Allah, but go to extremes in affirming it; so
much so, that they deny that the servants have choice and ability. They claim that we eat, drink,
and sleep all by compulsion. They say that the servants of Allah are forced and have no choice.
Their claim is refuted by the Qur’an and the Sunnah, where Allah has affirmed will for the
humans.
We
have
the
ability
and
the
choice.

Evidences:


In Surat Aal-‘Imran [3:152]:

"And Allah had certainly fulfilled His promise to you when you were killing the enemy by
His permission until [the time] when you lost courage and fell to disputing about the order
[given by the Prophet] and disobeyed after He had shown you that which you love. Among
you are some who desire this world, and among you are some who desire the Hereafter.
Then he turned you back from them [defeated] that He might test you. And He has already
forgiven you, and Allah is the possessor of bounty for the believers."
Among those who participated in the Battle of Uhud were those who wanted the Dunya, and
others who wanted the Hereafter.


In Surat at-Takwir [81:28]:

"To whomsoever among you who wills to walk straight,"
Man has the choice whether or not to choose the right path. He has a will.
Allah also affirms strength and ability for humans.


In Surat at-Taghabun [64:16]:

"So keep your duty to Allah and fear Him as much as you can."
Allah also affirms that we perform actions.
In many verses in the Qur’an, Allah says " "بما تفعلون- "Of what you do" and " "بما تعلمون- “Of
what you know"
Creation ( )خلقis attributed to Allah.
The ‘taking of action’ ( )مباشرةis attributed to the human. Therefore, Allah says in Surat an-Nahl
[16:32]:

"Those whose lives the angels take while they are in a pious state (i.e. pure from all evil,
and worshipping none but Allah Alone) saying (to them): Salamun 'Alaikum (peace be on
you) enter Paradise, because of (the good) which you used to do (in the world)."
One takes the action and Allah accordingly rewards him.
The Jabriyyah group says that since Allah created the ‘taking of action’, man is compelled and
does not have any choice. This sort of thought is an evil thought because they are accusing Allah
of having created us and then putting people into Hell while they are compelled to sin. Man is
the one taking action and he is responsible for his actions. He has the will and the strength, as
well as the ability.
We are the ones who talk whenever we want and keep silent whenever we want. No one compels
us to do so. So how can anyone say that Allah compels us and we have no choice?
The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid:

َ إ ِ َّن َما ا
ئ َما ن ََوى
ٍ أل ْع َما ُل بِال ِّنِيَّ ِة َوإ ِ َّن َما ِال ْم ِر
“Actions are but by intentions, and each person will have that which he intended.” [Muslim]
And he ( )ﷺsaid:

ى ٍء َفا ْنتَ ُهوا
ْ ى ٍء َف ُخ ُذوا ِم ْنهُ َما ا ْستَ َطعْتُ ْم َوإ ِ َذا نَ َه ْي ُت ُك ْم عَ ْن َش
ْ َفإ ِ َذا َأ َم ْرتُ ُك ْم ب ِ َش
“......If I command you to do something, then do as much of it as you can, and if I forbid you from
doing something, then refrain from it.” [Ibn Majah]

It was reported that a man who was caught stealing was brought to 'Umar ibn Al-Khattaab رضي
 هللا عنهwho ordered that the man’s hand be cut off. The man said: “Wait, O leader of the
believers! I only stole because this was in the Qadr of Allaah." 'Umar replied “And we are
amputating your hand because it is in the Qadr of Allah.”
2) Al-Qadariyyah
This group affirms the servants' will and ability in his actions but goes to extremes regarding it.
They reject the fact that Allah has the Will. They claim that there is no Qadar, that Allah did not
decree anything, and that Allah does not know about things until they have occurred.
They are claiming that Allah orders and prohibits and does not know who will obey Him and
who will not, and who will go to Paradise and who will go to Hell. They are claiming that Allah
does not know what will happen to His creation.
َي َحتَّى أَتَ ْينَا ْال َمدِينَة
َّ ي قَا َل فَخ ََرجْ تُ أَنَا َو ُح َم ْيد ُ ْبنُ َع ْب ِد
ُّ الرحْ َم ِن ْال ِح ْميَ ِر
ُّ ِ قَا َل أ َ َّو ُل َم ْن ت َ َكلَّ َم فِي ْالقَدَ ِر َم ْعبَد ٌ ْال ُج َهن،َع ْن يَحْ يَى ب ِْن يَ ْع ُم َر
ْ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َّ َ قا َل فل ِقينَاهُ َي ْعنِي َع ْبد. سأ َ ْلنَاهُ َع َّما أَحْ دَث هَؤُ ال ِء الق ْو ُم
ََار ٌج ِمن
ُ َاَّللِ بْن
ْ َ فَقُ ْلنَا لَ ْو لَ ِقينَا َر ُجالً ِم ْن أ
ِ ص َحا
َ َي ﷺ ف
ِ ع َم َر َوه َُو خ
ِِّ ِب النَّب
ْ
ْ
ْ
َ
َ
َ َاح ِبي قَا َل ف
َالرحْ َم ِن ِإ َّن قَ ْو ًما يَ ْق َر ُءونَ القُ ْرآن
ِ ص
ِ ص
َّ ى فَقُلتُ يَا أبَا َع ْب ِد
َ اح ِبي
َ ظنَ ْنتُ أ َّن
َ ْال َمس ِْج ِد قَا َل فَا ْكتَنَ ْفتُهُ أَنَا َو
َّ َسيَ ِك ُل ال َكالَ َم ِإل
ف
ُ َويَت َ َقفَّ ُرونَ ْال ِع ْل َم َويَ ْز
ٌ ُع ُمونَ أ َ ْن الَ قَدَ َر َوأ َ َّن األ َ ْم َر أُن
ُ ف قَا َل فَإِذَا لَقِيتَ أُولَئِكَ فَأ َ ْخبِ ْر ُه ْم أَنِِّي ِم ْن ُه ْم بَ ِري ٌء َوأَنَّ ُه ْم ِمنِِّي ب َُرآ ُء َوالَّذِي يَحْ ِل
ُ
ْ
ْ
َ
َ
َ
َّ ُ بِ ِه َع ْبد
اَّللِ لَ ْو أ َّن أ َحدَهُ ْم أ ْنفَقَ ِمث َل أ ُح ٍد ذَ َهبًا َما قُبِ َل ذَلِكَ ِم ْنهُ َحتَّى يُؤْ ِمنَ بِالقَدَ ِر َخي ِْر ِه َوش ِ َِّر ِه
From Yahya bin Ya'mur: “The first person to speak about Al-Qadar was Ma'bad al-Juhani." He
said: "Humaid bin ‘Abdur-Rahman al-Himyari and I went out until we reached Al-Madinah, and
we said: 'If we could only meet someone among the companions of the Prophet ( )ﷺso we could
ask him about what those people have innovated." [He said:] "So we met him - meaning
‘Abdullah bin 'Umar - while he was leaving the Masjid." [He said:] "My companion and I were
on either side of him." [He said:] “I thought my companion was going to leave the speaking to
me so I said: ‘O Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman! There is a group of people who recite the Qur'an and seek
knowledge, and they claim there is no decree (Al-Qadar), and that the affair is left to chance.' He
said: ‘Whenever you meet those people, then tell them that I am not of them and they are not of
me. By the One Whom ‘Abdullah swears by! If one of them were to spend gold the like of Uhud
(mountain) in charity, it would not be accepted from him until he believes in Al-Qadar; the good
of it and the bad of it.'” [At-Tirmidhi]
Ibn ‘Uthaimeen ( )رحمه هللاsaid that he does not know if this sect still exists or not, or if they are
few or have increased, but that it appeared in the last era of the companions.

3) Ahl As-Sunnah wal-Jam'aah
This group follows the middle course and combines the texts and follows the best path. They
believe in the four degrees of Qadar and give Allah His due estimate.
If you ask someone why she does not wear Hijab or pray, and she says: "Allah still did not guide
me; when Allah guides me I will wear Hijab and pray" - then she is thinking like the

Jabriyyah. It is as if they have been accused, in that Allah decreed for them to commit sin, and
they have no choice, and when Allah wills for them to do good, they will do good.
One can refute such claims through the verses of the Qur'an:
In Surat al-An'am [6:148]:

"Those who took partners (in worship) with Allah will say: ‘If Allah had willed, we would
not have taken partners (in worship) with Him, nor would our fathers, and we would not
have forbidden anything (against His Will).’ Likewise belied those who were before them,
(they argued falsely with Allah's Messengers, till they tasted of Our Wrath. Say: ‘Have you
any knowledge (proof) that you can produce before us? Verily, you follow nothing but
guess and you do nothing but lie.’"
Allah talks about the hypocrites in these verses, whose statements are similar to those claimed
above.
" "لو شاء هللا ما أشركنا و ال آباؤنا و ال حرمنا من شيء- If Allah had willed, we would not have taken
partners (in worship) with Him, nor would have our fathers, and we would not have forbidden
anything (against His Will).
Allah answered them by saying:
"قبلهم

من

الذين

كذب

"كذالك

-

Likewise

belied

those

who

were

before

them

" "حتى ذاقوا بأسنا- Till they tasted Our wrath
If committing sins was acceptable to Allah, He would not make them taste the torment. Their
excuse is not acceptable to Allah.
" "قل هل عندكم من علم فتخرجوه لنا- Say: Have you any knowledge that you can produce before us?

" "إن تتبعون إال الظن و إن أنتم إال تخرصون- Verily, you follow nothing but guess and you do nothing
but lie.
Another evidence is in Surat an-Nisa’ [4:165]:

"Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of warning in order that mankind should
have no plea against Allah after the Messengers. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, AllWise."
What is the duty of the Messengers?
" "مبشُين و منذرين- Bearers of good news and warning
The purpose behind that is:
" "لئال يكون للناس على هللا حجة بعد الرسل- In order that mankind should have no plea against Allah after
the Messengers.
Thus no one can come on the Day of Judgment saying that no warner came to him. We will have
no excuse before Allah on the Day of Judgment. Allah will never do something useless or in
vain; it does not suit Allah to do an action without a purpose. Allah sent the Messengers to show
us the way, it is upon us to accept or reject.
Some logical evidences against this group:




If there are two ways to travel to a country - one is short and safe and the other is full of
dangers - which way will you take? Surely the short and safe way. Similar to that is our
travel to Allah. Allah told us there is a way to Paradise and a way to Hell. Why are we
keen to take the means of safety in the Dunya yet we do not take the means which will
save us in the Hereafter?
Is it wise to say that if a beast attacks you, do not run away; if Allah wills, He will save
you, if He wills, you will die? If you feel hungry or thirsty, do not get up. Stay in your
place. If Allah wills, He will satiate you; if He does not will it, you will not get food.
People do not accept this with regards to worldly matters. So why do they make this
excuse when it comes to religious matters?

Some of the Fruits of Believing in the Qadar
1) Perfection of Tawheed Ar-Ruboobiyyah

Qadar is  ;تقدير هللاwhich is the Action of Allah.
2) Peace and rest in the heart
This is because you know that you will not miss out on whatever was written for you, and
whatever you missed was not written for you. You will be satisfied with what Allah has written,
because you know what Allah has written is good for you. Even if it looks evil, the purpose
behind it is good.
Imagine a country which has a just, kind king, who sets a penalty upon wrongdoers. The people
would be happy and praise that king because they know that what he is doing is out of his justice
and kindness. Do we think like this about Allah when He afflicts us or others with calamities?
Allah is the Owner of the whole world. Whenever He sends any of His Qadar in any part of the
world, when the rest of the world look at it, how do they think about Allah? Will they question
His Actions or say, all praise be to Allah? Do we praise Allah for all His Qadar and Actions?
Look into whatever is happening in your life - are you pleased or displeased?

3) It will strengthen your reliance on Allah
If you know that everything is by Allah's Qadaa and Qadar, you will rely on Him and not on
people.
4) It will help you practice sincerity
When you know that everything is in Allah's Hands and that people cannot decide anything for
you, you will be sincere to Allah. Your heart will not be attached to the people, it will be
attached to Allah.
5) It will make you think good and expect good from Allah.
Nothing comes from Allah except good.
6) You will not feel self-conceit ( )العجبbecause you know that what you attained is what Allah
decreed for you. You will engage yourself in gratitude and not think high of yourself.
7) You will not feel grief or sorrow for what befalls you, because you know that there is a
wisdom and good in what Allah has written for you. You will not feel excessively happy for
something Allah gave you, nor excessively sad if you lose something. You will be moderate in
your feelings. You will be grateful at the time of prosperity and patient at the time of adversity.
This is the attitude of the believer.
Source: Useful words in the explanation of Book of Tawheed  القول المفيد في شرح كتاب التوحيدby Ibn
‘Uthaimeen رحمه هللا

The Name of Allah Al-‘Aleem ( العليمPart 16)
Shaikh Abdur-Razzaq al-Badr  حفظه هللاmentioned the virtues of knowing the Names of Allah in
his book Fiqh Al-Asmaa.
 جميل يحب،ُ وهذا من لوازم كماله فهو وتُ يحب الوت،أن هللا سبحانه يحب أسماءه و صفاته و يحب ظهور آثارها في خلقه
، حيي يحب أهل الحياء، قوي و المؤمن القوي أحب إليه من المؤمن الضعيف، جواد يحب اْلجواد، عليم يحب العلماء،الجمال
 و إنما، رحيم يحب الُحماء، محسن يحب المحسنين، صادق يحب الصادقين، شكور يحب الشاكُين،تواب يحب التوابين
، عدل يحب العدل، بُ يحب البُ و أهله، عفو يحب من يعفو عنهم، ستيُ يحب من يستُ على عباده،يُحم من عباده الُحماء
 وهذا باب واسع يدل على شُف هذا العلم و فضله.ً و يجازي عباده بحسب وجود هذه الصفات وجودا ً و عدما.

Allah loves His Names and His Attributes; He loves them ( the impacts) to be shown on His
creation. Because Allaah is Perfect, this entails perfect knowledge. Accordingly, He is Witr and
He loves Witr, He is Beautiful and loves beauty, He is Knowledgeable and loves the
knowledgeable people, He is Jawwaad and He loves Generosity, He is Strong and the strong
believer is more beloved to Him than the weak believer, He is Modest and loves the people of
modesty, He is At-Tawwab and loves the repentant, He is Ash-Shakoor and loves the grateful,
He is Truthful and loves the truthful, He is Muhsin and loves the good-doers, He is Merciful and
loves those who show mercy - and He shows mercy to His slaves who are merciful to others, He
is As-Sitteer and loves those who conceal the defects of His slaves, He is Pardoning and loves
those who pardon others, He is Barr and loves Birr and its people, He is Just and loves justice,
And He recompenses His slaves in accordance to the amount of presence or absence of these
attributes. And this is a vast door which points to the nobility of this knowledge and its virtues.
" "عليم يحب العلماء- Allah is Al-‘Aleem and He loves the knowledgeable people.
Upon knowing this, one should take care of knowing the meaning of each Name, and also check
if one is attributed with its impact. Allah recompenses His servants according to how much His
Names and Attributes have an impact in their lives. He will reward one according to how
merciful he is, how learned he is, etc. If your share in that impact of the attribute is more, your
reward will be more.
Allah is Al-‘Aleem and loves the knowledgeable العلماء. How diligent are you in learning and
seeking knowledge for the sake of Allah? It is according to that, that Allah will reward you.
The Name  العليمAl-'Aleem in Surat al-Baqarah
The Name  العليمis mentioned more than one hundred fifty times in the Qur’an. In Surat alBaqarah alone, it is mentioned twenty-one times, which implies we should take care of studying
it.
Surat al-Baqarah begins with the story of Adam ()عليه السالم.

In verses 30-33:

"And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: "Verily, I am going to place (mankind)
generations after generations on earth." They said: "Will You place therein those who will
make mischief therein and shed blood, - while we glorify You with praises and thanks (Exalted
be You above all that they associate with You as partners) and sanctify You." He (Allah) said:
"I know that which you do not know."
" "قالوا أتجعل فيها من يفسد فيها و يسفك الدماء و نحن نسبح بحمدك و نقدس لك- When the Angel asked this
statement, they did not ask out of envy or in a way of dispute. They asked about the wisdom,
because they had a prior knowledge that a creation of this kind would make mischief on earth.
Allah replied: ""قال إني أعلم ما َل تعلمون
It is as if Allah is saying: I know the benefit of putting such a creation on earth. The benefit
outweighs the harm which they will cause. I will make among them Prophets, Messengers,
Righteous People, Martyrs, Scholars who implement their knowledge, etc. I know what you do
not know. Another meaning could be: I know what Iblees is concealing in his heart. Allah wants
to show the virtue of Adam ( )عليه السالمover the angels.
Verse 31:

"And He taught Adam all the names (of everything), then He showed them to the angels and
said, "Tell Me the names of these if you are truthful."
The superiority was knowledge - علم. It is Allah that taught Adam ()عليه السالم

Verse 32:

"They (angels) said: "Glory be to You, we have no knowledge except what You have taught
us. Verily, it is You, the All-Knower, the All-Wise."
Many lessons can be derived from this verse:
" "سبحانك َل علم لنا إَل ما علمتنا- Allah is free from any deficiency and the angels affirm perfection to
Him; no creature can acquire any part of Allah's knowledge except by the permission of Allah.
No one can know anything except what Allah teaches Him. No one will be able to learn or
acquire any knowledge, except what Allah wants. One should not blame anyone for not
understanding, or say it is beyond his level.
Allah is the One who teaches you. He is the One who opens your heart and mind to understand.
Whenever the gate of knowledge is closed for you and it is difficult for you to understand, it
means that Allah has not yet permitted you to learn or understand. The teacher is just a tool
through which Allah teaches you. The relationship is directly between you and Allah. If Allah
permits you to learn, it will be made easy for you. If He does not, even if you bring Ibn Baaz in
front of you, there will be no way to understand. Therefore, ask Allah to make it easy for you to
understand.
" "إنك أنت العليم الحكيم- Allah knows who deserves to obtain knowledge and who does not. He
knows everything about a person. He will not give knowledge to a person who does not deserve
it, because He is All-Wise الحكيم, and He will not deprive a person who deserves it, because He is
All-Wise الحكيم. If you are grateful, Allah will increase you in knowledge.
Allah says in Surat Ibrahim [14:7]:

"And (remember) when your Lord proclaimed: "If you give thanks (by accepting Faith
and worshipping none but Allah), I will give you more (of My Blessings), but if you are
thankless (i.e. disbelievers), verily! My Punishment is indeed severe."
If you see that the gate of knowledge is open for you, you must know that Allah has specifically
meant to give you this great blessing. Thus, you should show more humility to Allah.

The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid:

ُ ال تَزَ ا ُل َه ِذ ِه
َ  َو،ُاَّلل ُ ا ْل ُمعْ ِطي َو َأنَا ا ْل َقا ِسم
َّ األ َّم ُة َظاه ِِرينَ عَ َلى َم ْن خَا َل َف ُه ْم َح َّتى يَ ْأتِيَ َأ ْم ُر
َّ  َو،اَّلل ُ ب ِ ِه َخي ًْرا يُ َف ِّ ِق ْههُ فِي الدِِّي ِن
َّ َم ْن ي ُِر ِد
ِ اَّلل
َ
َو ُه ْم
َظاه ُِرون
"If Allah wants to do good for somebody, he makes him comprehend the Religion (i.e. Islam),
and Allah is the Giver and I am Al-Qasim (i.e. the distributor), and this (Muslim) nation will
remain victorious over their opponents till Allah's Order comes, and they will still be victorious."
[Al-Bukhari]
 المعطيAl Mu'tee means Allah is the True Giver. None can give what He withholds, nor can
anyone withhold what He gives. If Allah wills knowledge for someone, no one can withhold it
from him no matter what he does. And if Allah withholds it, no one can give it to him no matter
what he does. The impact of this is having hope in Allah alone and no one else. One should show
humility to Allah, as Ibn Taymiyah used to do. Whenever he did not understand anything, he
would put his cheek on the dust and humiliate himself saying, "( "يا معلم آدم و إبراهيم علمنيO' the one
who taught Adam and Ibrahim عليهما السالم, teach me!)
We need to ask Allah for knowledge by showing humility, and not coming to Islamic study
circles with pride or self sufficiency. These feelings deprive a person of knowledge. We do not
want this knowledge to be taken away from us. Allah gives those who He knows deserve it, and
may take it away from those He knows do not deserve it. Allah is the One who teaches us and no
one else.
We should always thank Allah for every piece of information we acquire, so that Allah will
increase us more.
Verse 33:

"He said: "O Adam! Inform them of their names," and when he had informed them of
their names, He said: "Did I not tell you that I know the Ghaib (unseen) in the heavens and
the earth, and I know what you reveal and what you have been concealing?"

Allah knows the wisdom of putting a successor on earth, and He knows what Iblees was
concealing in his heart.
In the story of Talut (Saul) in Surat Baqarah, (2:246):

"Have you not thought about the group of the Children of Israel after (the time of) Musa
(Moses)? When they said to a Prophet of theirs, "Appoint for us a king and we will fight in
Allah's Way." He said, "Would you then refrain from fighting, if fighting was prescribed
for you?" They said, "Why should we not fight in Allah's Way while we have been driven
out of our homes and our children (families have been taken as captives)?" But when
fighting was ordered for them, they turned away, all except a few of them. And Allah is AllAware of the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers)."
After Musa ( )عليه السالمdied, Allah sent Prophets one after the other to the Bani Israeel. For a
long time there was no Prophet and the Bani Israeel (people of Israel) indulged in committing
sins, innovation and differing among themselves until they divided themselves into sects. Allah
made other Kings overpower them, and their Tabut (tranquility, peace, and reassurance) was
taken and they suffered a lot. Then Allah sent them a Prophet whom they asked to appoint a
King, in order that they could fight under his leadership against their enemy. When Allah sent a
King for them, most of them retreated, which indicated that they were not truthful.
Allah chose for them Talut as a king.

In verse 257:

"And their Prophet (Samuel) said to them, "Indeed Allah has appointed Talut (Saul) as a
king over you." They said, "How can he be a king over us when we are better fitted than
him for the kingdom, and he has not been given enough wealth." He said: "Verily, Allah
has chosen him above you and has increased him abundantly in knowledge and stature.
And Allah grants His Kingdom to whom He wills. And Allah is All-Sufficient for His
creatures' needs, All-Knower."
" "إن هللا اصطفاه عليكم وزاده بسطة في العلم و الجسم- Talut was not a descendant of a king and he was
poor. But Allah chose him for his knowledge and physical strength. And this should be the
description of any leader who has people under him.
" "وهللا يؤتي ملكه من يشاء- Allah chooses whomever He wills to be kings
" "وهللا واسع عليم- Allah knows who deserves to be a king and who does not. And the true king
with Allah is he who has knowledge.
Allah knows who deserves to be honored with knowledge and who does not. Allah elevates those
who have knowledge and loves those who have knowledge.
When they went to fight Jalut, Dawud ()عليه السالم, who was not a Prophet at that time, was
among the soldiers of Talut. Ibn Kathir ( )رحمه هللاmentioned that Talut promised to give his
daughter in marriage and a share in kingship to whoever killed Jalut. And Dawud ()عليه السالم
killed Jalut.

In verse 251:

"So they routed them by Allah's Leave and Dawud (David) killed Jalut (Goliath), and
Allah gave him [Dawud (David)] the kingdom [after the death of Talut (Saul) and Samuel]
and Al-Hikmah (Prophethood), and taught him of that which He willed. And if Allah did
not check one set of people by means of another, the earth would indeed be full of mischief.
But Allah is full of Bounty to the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists)."
" "و علمه مما يشاء- The best thing that Allah gives those whom he chooses among His creation is
Knowledge. Knowledge is a special provision from Allah, which He does not give to just
anyone. You should feel the honor that Allah chose you to acquire knowledge from amongst all
the people in society. Allah particularized you with knowledge, so you should show more
gratitude and humility, so that He will increase you in it.
At the end of the Surah, verse 282:

"O you who believe! When you contract a debt for a fixed period, write it down. Let a
scribe write it down in justice between you. Let not the scribe refuse to write as Allah has
taught him, so let him write. Let him (the debtor) who incurs the liability dictate, and he
must fear Allah, his Lord, and diminish not anything of what he owes. But if the debtor is
of poor understanding, or weak, or is unable himself to dictate, then let his guardian
dictate in justice. And get two witnesses out of your own men. And if there are not two men
(available), then a man and two women, such as you agree for witnesses, so that if one of
them (two women) errs, the other can remind her. And the witnesses should not refuse
when they are called on (for evidence). You should not become weary to write it (your
contract), whether it be small or big, for its fixed term, that is more just with Allah; more
solid as evidence, and more convenient to prevent doubts among yourselves, save when it is
a present trade which you carry out on the spot among yourselves, then there is no sin on
you if you do not write it down. But take witnesses whenever you make a commercial
contract. Let neither scribe nor witness suffer any harm, but if you do (such harm), it
would be wickedness in you. So be afraid of Allah; and Allah teaches you. And Allah is the
All-Knower of each and everything."

" "وتقوا هللا و يعلمكم هللا- Some scholars say that from this verse, it is clear that Allah gives
knowledge according to the level of Taqwa you have; that is, how much you try to please Allah
by acting upon His Commands and avoiding sins.
Allah is the One who teaches; we have to take the means of acquiring knowledge from Allah.
Allah teaches the humans by sending Prophets and Messengers; the true teachers who taught us
about Allah, i.e. what He loves, what He hates, about this life, about the Day of Judgment, etc.
The scholars are the inheritors of the Prophet ()ﷺ.
The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid,"Indeed, the scholars are the inheritors of the Prophets, for the Prophets
do not leave behind a dinar or a dirham for inheritance, but rather, they leave behind
knowledge. So whoever takes hold of it has acquired a large share (i.e. of inheritance)." [Abu
Dawud]
Knowledge is better than wealth.
Allah commanded us in Surat al-A'raf [7:180]:

"And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so call on Him by them, and leave the
company of those who belie or deny (or utter impious speech against) His Names. They will
be requited for what they used to do."
" "وهلل اَلسماء الحسنى- To Allah belongs the Most Beautiful Names.
" "فادعوه بها- Allah commands us to call Him by them.
Call unto Allah by His Names either by:
1)  دعاء العبادة- (Du’aa Ibadah) Worshipping Allah by this Name
All what we have discussed is of this type.
2)  دعاء المسأله- (Du’aa Masalah ) Invoking Allah by this Name
There are many supplications which contain the Name Al-'Aleem and the attribute of 'Ilm العلم
(knowledge).
Examples:

a.

"O Allah, by Your Knowledge of the unseen and by Your Power over creation, let me live if You
know that life is good for me, and let me die if You know that death is good for me. O Allah, I
ask You to grant me Taqwa (fear) of You in private and in public. I ask You for the word of truth
in times of contentment and anger. I ask You for moderation in wealth and in poverty. I ask You
for blessings never ceasing and the coolness of my eye (i.e. pleasure) that never ends. I ask You
for pleasure after Your judgment and I ask You for a life of coolness after death. I ask You for
the delight of gazing upon Your Face and the joy of meeting You without any harm or
misleading trials befalling me. O Allah, dress us with the beauty of faith, and make us guides
who are upon (correct) guidance." (An-Nasaa'i, 3/54)
" "اللهم بعلمك الغيب و قدرتك على الخلق أحيني ما علمت الحياة خيُا لي و توفني إذا علمت الوفاة خيُا لي- O Allah,
by Your knowledge of the unseen and Your power over creation, let me live if you know
that life is good for me, and let me die if you know that death is good for me.
Allah knows the unseen. He knows what is good for you and what is not good for you. He knows
if being alive is better for you, or if death is better for you. Never wish for death, rather invoke
with this supplication.
b. The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid, "O Shaddad bin Aws! If you see the people amassing gold and silver,
then say these statements a lot:
""و أسالك من خيُ ما تعلم و أعوذبك من شُ ما تعلم و أستغفُك لم تعلم إنك آنت العالم الغيوب

"O Allah! I ask You to grant me steadfastness and consistency in all my affairs; and I ask You
for the resolve to adhere to the path of guidance. O Allah! I beg of You those things that entitle
one to deserve Your mercy and Your forgiveness; I worship You well [attentively]; and I
beseech You to grant me a pure heart and a truthful tongue; and I beg You for all the goodness
that You know of; and I seek refuge in You from all the evils that You know of; I ask
forgiveness of You from all that You know of; verily, You are the knower of all the secrets and
hidden mysteries." [Ahmad (17155), al-Tirmidhi (3407) and al-Nasaa’i (1304) ]

And I ask You for all the goodness that you Know, and I seek refuge in You from all the
evils that You know; I ask forgiveness of You from all that You know; Verily, You are the
All-Knower of the Unseen. - We may commit sins ignorantly and unknowingly. But Allah
Knows. We must ask Allah to forgive us for what He knows and we do not know. He knows the
minor sins and the major sins we commit.
3 ) The Du’aa for Distress
On the authority of 'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (Radia-Allahu 'anhu): The Prophet (Salla- Allahu
'alaihi wa sallam) said, “No servant has ever said when met with sorrow, grief or worry:

‘O Allah, I am Your servant, son of Your servant, son of Your maidservant, my forelock is in
Your hand (i.e. You have total mastery over), Your command over me is forever executed and
Your decree over me is just. I ask You by every Name belonging to You which You named
Yourself with, or revealed in Your Book, or You taught to any of Your creation, or You have
preserved in the knowledge of the unseen with You, that You make the Qur'an the life of my
heart and the light of my breast, and a departure for my sorrow and a release for my anxiety’”
except that Allah will remove his sadness grief and worry, and he will replace it with happiness.'
[Recorded by Imam Ahmad; Sahih ibn Hibban; and other than them]
They (the companions) said, "O Messenger of Allah! It befits us that we learn these words." He
said, “Yes, it befits the one who hears them to learn.”
4 ) The Du’aa of Istikharah (Du'aa seeking consultation from Allah)

O Allah, I seek Your guidance [in making a choice] by virtue of Your knowledge, and I seek
ability by virtue of Your power, and I ask You of Your great bounty. You have power, I have
none. And You know, I know not. You are the Knower of hidden things. O Allah, if in Your
Knowledge, this matter (then it should be mentioned by name) is good for me both in this world
and in the Hereafter (or in my religion, my livelihood and my affairs (or for me both in this
world and the next), then turn me away from it, [and turn it away from me], and ordain for me
the good wherever it may be and make me pleased with it. [Bukhari]
" "اللهم إني أستخيُك بعلمك- O Allah, I seek Your guidance by virtue of Your Knowledge.

" "و تعلم و َل أعلم- And You Know, and I do not know.
You are consulting Allah because He knows and you do not. So be pleased with whatever Allah
decrees for you after that. You are invoking Allah with His Attribute of Knowledge, so then why
must you be unhappy after consulting Allah?
Most of time we supplicate without paying heed to what we are saying or understanding the
words we utter.
May Allah benefit us of what we have learnt. Aameen.

