
The Great Days of Dhul Hijjah - Part 1 
 

 َواْلفَْجرِ 
 َولَیَاٍل َعْشرٍ 

 
These days are the greatest days of the year; Allah swears by these days. 
Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "There are no days during which 
the righteous action is so pleasing to Allah than these days (i.e., the first ten days of 
Dhul-Hijjah)." He was asked: "O Messenger of Allah, not even Jihad in the Cause of 
Allah?" He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) replied, "Not even Jihad in the Cause of Allah, except in case one goes 
forth with his life and his property and does not return with either of it." (Al Bukhari) 
 
The best days of the Dunya are these 10 days and we ask Allah to help us to the 
righteous deeds pleasing to Him. 
 
The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said there is no days greater in front of Allah than these days. There 
is nothing more beloved to Allah than the good days in these days. 
 
The best deeds you can do in these days are tahmeed, tahleel and takbeer (dhikr). 
 
In another hadith narrated from Abu’l-Dardaa’ (may Allah be pleased with him) that 
the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)said: “Shall I not tell you of the best of your deeds and that which is 
most pure in the sight of your Lord, that which raises you more in status and is better 
for you than giving gold and silver (in charity), and better than your meeting your 
enemy and striking their necks and they strike your necks?’ They said, ‘Yes, O 
Messenger of Allaah.’ He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, ‘Remembering Allaah (dhikr).’” (Abu Dawud) 
 
Ibn Umar and Aby Hurayrah used to get out to the market and just say takbeer and 
the people in the market would reply to them with takbeer.  
 
What should I do in these days? 
 

1) Glorification of Allah. 
 

Allah has glorified these days so you glorify these days. You feel these are great days 
and Allah has glorified these days so you feel you want to glorify these days. These 
are unique days and special, unlike any normal days. You don’t feel like losing these 
days and if you do, you feel regret. You are counting the days until it comes. You are 
longing for these days for worship because you know that the reward is beloved to 
Allah. Your intention is important. You intend to do the most worship in these days. 
 
The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)spoke about two men one of them had money and he spent it in the 
cause of Allah and one had the intention to spend if he had the money (he wishes he 
had that money to spend in the cause of Allah). The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) they are the same in 
the reward they receive.  
 
Why? Because of his intention. So try from now to raise your intentions. Make them 
high. Intend to do the best things in these days. Try not to miss any hours in these 
days. If you miss some of the hours in these days without doing anything you will have 
grief and regret and this is also worship. 
 



• Longing for these days = worship of the heart 
• Intending to the best deeds in these days = worship of the heart 
• Feeling sorrow for missing a few hours of the day = worship pf the heart 
• Grief for not being able to do some acts of worship = worship of the heart 

 
Example: If someone has a flight at 7 in the morning, will he wake up for the flight at 
7? No…he will get up early and prepare. He knows he has an important appointment 
and needs to wake up for it. 
Then what about these days? Are you going to get up for the Dhuha, and the Witr, and 
Qiyam? You know this precious opportunity came to you and you don’t want to lose 
them. 
 
This is the first thing you begin with: Allah has glorified these days in the Qur’an 
and you glorify these days. 
 

2) To try to purify your life from the dunya. Don’t think about the dunya in these 
days. 
 

Try to finish your work, your business, your marketing for Eid. Try to finish all your 
preparation for Eid, because you are coming to the days where you will be busy with 
the righteous good deeds that Allah loves. 
 
It is only the ten days, it isn’t a long time; it’s a few countable days in which you don’t 
remember anyone except Allah, you don’t think of anything except Allah, you don’t 
fear anything except Allah, you don’t hope except from Allah. Every time the dunya 
comes to you, you say  ال الھ اال هللا; you push the dunya away with  ال الھ اال هللا . You only 
think of Allah alone. 
 

3) Try to get closer to Allah in these days.  
 
Allah said Surah Al Alaq:19 

 
 َكالَّ َال تُِطْعھُ َواْسُجْد َواْقتَِرب

 
You try your best to remember Allah and get closer to Allah with the tongue, with the 
heart, and with the presence of mind. Not with the tongue and the heart and mind 
being occupied elsewhere. NO! when you say Allahu Akbar (Allah is greater), you 
mean to say that Allah greater than everything. How can you glorify Allah while your 
heart and mind are busy with the dunya?  
 
So you try to perfect in these days: 

ü The Obligatory duties. The most important obligatory duty is the prayer. Try 
your best to perfect your obligatory prayers. Before you pray ask Allah to grant 
you the presence of the heart. 

ü The Voluntary duties. Try your best to perform as many of the voluntary duties 
like the duha, witr, siyam. Some people think that the 10 days are just for 
fasting, but you should increase in your remembrance in Allah.  

ü Remembrance of Allah. Remembrance on the heart before the tongue. 
ü Remember the bounties of Allah 
ü Fast these days especially the day of Arafah. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said fasting on 

the day of Arafah will expiate the sins of the previous year and the year to come.  



 
The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) also said: “The best of people who fast are the ones who are 
remembering Allah.” The companions asked: “Who are the best of who are performing 
Hajj?” He said: “The ones who are remembering Allah.” They asked: “Who are the 
best of those who give sadaqa?” He replied: “The ones who are remembering Allah.” 
So Abu Bakr said: “The people who are remembering Allah have the best of deeds.”  
 
There are two kinds of remembrance during these days:  
 

i. Mutlaq – The general remembrance of Allah all the time.  From the 1st night of 
Dhul Hijjah until the sunset on the 13th of Dhul Hijjah. 
One of the companions asked the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص): “The legislation of the religion 
are so many, tell me something simple, I will hold onto it and it will be my 
salvation.” He replied: “Let your tongue be wet from the remembrance of Allah.”  
Our tongues are always wet inside our mouths. The only time it isn’t wet is if 
you were to hold your tongue outside for 10 seconds or so. So the Prophet (S) 
is saying, don’t let even 10 seconds pass without remembering Allah.  
 

ii. Muqayyad – Saying the takbeer, tahmeed and tahleel after the tasleem of the 
prayer. Starting from after the Fajr prayer on the day of Arafah until the ‘Asr 
prayer of the 13th of Dhul Hijjah. 

 
 

4) Repent to Allah before these days come. Repent during these days. Repent 
after these days.  

 
Why? Because we want Allah to accept our deeds.  
 
The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) would ask for forgiveness 70 times at each assembly he would attend, 
because Allah loves the ones who repent. When you repent you are glorifying Allah 
and feeling shy in front of Him because your deeds are not enough. Only because of 
his generosity and great favour will he accept from us our deeds.  
 
 

5) Remember the meeting of Allah.  
 
Remember the Day of Judgement, the grave, and the angels who will come to take 
your soul. No one will escape this fate, and do you want the angels of mercy or not? 
Prepare for these days. Do you want your grave to be Paradise or Hell? It’s from the 
deeds you do in these days now. The dunya is a farm for the akhira. You’ll take your 
reward in the akhira, so sow your seeds now, and reap the rewards of it later. Let these 
days be a turning point in your life. It’s all from Allah; success is from Allah.  

 
6) Ask Allah to help you.  

 
Ask Allah to prolong our lives to reach these blessed days. And ask Allah to write for 
us the deeds he writes for the righteous.   
  


