
Means which will aid a person seeking Knowledge (Part 4)  

Acquiring knowledge is one of the best deeds through which a slave draws nearer 

to Allaah. There are a lot of manners the student of knowledge has to follow so that 

Allaah will bless the knowledge he has acquired; therefore, the scholars have 

emphasized the importance of following the manners of seeking knowledge. 

Shaikh Bakr Abu Zayd (رحمه هللا) wrote a book called ‘حلية طالب العلم‘ (Hilyat 

Talibul-'Ilm) which has been explained by Ibn 'Uthaimeen (رحمه هللا), and consists 

of advices for the student of knowledge:  

Advice no. 1  

ح كن على جادة سلف الصال  

Adhere to the Path of the Pious Predecessors  

"Adhere to the Manhaj of the Salaf (Pious Predecessors) from among the 

Companions [(of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص] and those who followed after them; who 

pursued their tracks in all aspects of Religion, from Tawheed to acts of 

worship, and so forth. Distinguish yourselves by strictly adhering to the tracks 

of the Messenger of Allaah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and implement the Sunan upon yourself. Leave 

arguments and disputes, and do not be engrossed in 'Ilm Al-Kalam (rhetorical 

speech), and all that brings one sins and diverts from the Shari'ah. " 

Ibn 'Uthaimeen (رحمه هللا) said in his explanation of the above statement:  

الجدال و المراء هو الباب الذي يغلق طريق الصواب ، فإنهما تحمالن المرء على أن يتكلم لينتصر لنفسه 

ن ينكره و إما أن يؤوله على وجه مستكره انتصارا لنفسه و إرغاما لخصمه حتى لو بان له الحق تجده إما أ

على األخذ بقوله، فإذا رأيت من أخيك جداال و مراء حين يكون الحق واضحا و لكن لم يتبعه ففر منه فرارك 

ليس عندي إال مما ذكرته لك من الحق : من األسد و قل  

"Arguments and disputes are gates which block the path of correctness for a 

person, because they make him speak in order to support and appear 

victorious. Even if the truth is clear, you will either find him denying it or 

responding to it in a forceful way; seeking to make himself victorious and 

forcing his opponent to accept his opinion. If you seek argumentation and 

disputation with your brother while the truth is clear but he does not want to 

follow it, then flee from him the way you flee from a lion. Say, I don't have 

anything besides what I have mentioned to you of the truth." 



Most times, a person disputes because he does not want to be defeated. His 

concern is not to defend the Religion, but himself. The student of knowledge 

should not indulge in disputes.  

Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (رحمه هللا)'s advices for the student of Knowledge from his book - “The Book of 

Knowledge" – "كتاب العلم" 

The Shaikh (رحمه هللا) mentioned that at the time of the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, a bedouin would 

come from the desert asking the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص a matter related to the Religion. The 

bedouin would accept the answer, submit himself to the truth, and leave without 

any difficulty. Disputing and argumentation harms a person. It raises doubts in his 

heart after he was certain of the knowledge.  

It was narrated by Abu Umamah al-Bahili that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said:  

أنا زعيم ببيت في ربض الجنة لمن ترك المراء، وإن كان محقاً، وببيت في وسط الجنة لمن ترك الكذب، وإن 

 كان مازحاً، وببيت في أعلى الجنة لمن حسن خلقه 

“I guarantee a house in the boundaries of Jannah for the one who gives up 

arguing, even if he is right; and I guarantee a home in the middle of Jannah for 

one who abandons lying, even for the sake of fun; and I guarantee a house in the 
highest part of Jannah for one who has good manners." [Abu Dawoud]  

And he also narrated that the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said:  

ِ صلى     ِ صلى هللا ثُمه تاَلَ َرُسولُ   .   " إاِله أُوتُوا اْلَجدََل  َما َضله قَْوٌم بَْعدَ ُهدًى َكانُوا َعلَْيهِ   " هللا عليه وسلم  قَاَل َرُسوُل اَّلله عليه  اَّلله

 (  ( ما َضَربُوهُ لََك إاِله َجداَلً بَْل ُهْم قَْوٌم َخِصُموَن  

"No people go astray after having been guided but they resort to arguing." Then 

the Messenger of Allaah  ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص recited the verse in Surat az-Zukhruf [43:58]: "They 

quoted not the above example except for argument. Nay! But they are a 
quarrelsome people."" [Authenticated by Al-Albaani in Saheeh at-Tirmidhi #3253]  

This is why the Shaikh (رحمه هللا) said to flee from the person who disputes 

regarding the Religion just as one would flee from a lion. You should be afraid for 

your Religion; you may be misguided because of this dispute. If you bring a person 

evidences and he refuses, do not try to force him to accept your opinion.  

This was the attitude of the Quraish and the disbelievers at the time of the Prophet 

  .as well as the attitude of Iblees ,ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص
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دفعهم إلى معرفة منهجهم بمطالعة الكتب المؤلفة  -رحمهم هللا  -إن مما يلزم من حث الطلبة على منهج السلف 

و غيره، حتى نعرف طريقهم و نسلك ذالك المنهج القويم ( سير أعالم النبالء)في هذا ك  

"It is incumbent on the one who urges students upon the methodology of the 

Salaf, to motivate them to know their methodology by reading the books of 

authors on this subject, such as Siyar A'laam An-Nubalaa (by Adh-Dhahabi), 

and others, in order to know their way, and accordingly follow that correct 

methodology. " 

Leaving disputation is a great relief for a person. 

 


