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Preface 

 

 Bismillaahir-Rahmaanir-Raheem. Al-Hamdulillaah, was-

Salaat, was-Salaam upon the Messenger of Allaah, our Prophet 

Muhammad, his family, his Companions and those who rightly 

follow them till the Last Day. 

 

We ask Allaah Almighty to accept our good deeds and make 

this effort purely for His Sake; and we ask that He adds this to 

our scale, for He is the Most Generous, the Bountiful; and we 

ask Him to make us of those who recite the Qur’an, ponder over 

its verses and act upon them. He is All-Hearing, Most Near. 

 

This book is a translation of the book “Bida’ an-Naas fil – 

Qur’an” prepared by Abu Anas ‘Ali ibn Husain Abu Loaz. 

Basically, this book is comprised of Fatawa of the prominent 

scholars: 

 Shaikh Abdul-Azeez ibn ‘Abdulaah ibn Baaz,  

 Shaikh Muhammad ibn Saalih al–‘Uthaimeen, 

 Shaikh ‘Abdullaah ibn Jibreen, 

 Shaikh Saalih ibn al–Fawzaan, 

in addition to the Fatawa of the Permanent Committee of 

Iftaa’. 

 

These Fatawa are regarding the innovations practiced by the 

people regarding the Qur’an, showing their annulment by 

giving evidences from the Qur’an and Sunnah.   
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INTRODUCTION 

 

All praises are due to Allaah, we thank Him and seek His Help 

and Forgiveness. We repent to Him, and seek refuge in Him 

from the evils of our souls and deeds. Whomever Allaah guides, 

there is none who can lead him astray, and he whom Allaah 

leads astray, there is none who can guide him. I bear witness 

that there is no god worthy of being worshipped but Allaah 

Alone without associates, and I bear witness that Muhammad is 

His servant and Messenger, may peace and prayers be upon 

him, his family and his Companions. 

 

Allaah Almighty said (interpretation of the meaning): 

Yes verily, this Qur'an has descended only for this great 

purpose, which is contemplation, remembrance and judgment. 

 

Nowadays, many people have abandoned this great Book and 

remember it only on certain occasions: 

 Some people read it only during Ramadaan. 

 Others know it only during funeral ceremonies for the deceased 

souls. 

 Others use it as an amulet to safeguard themselves. 

 Others listen to it as they listen to songs and music on cassettes and 

CDs whenever there is an occasion. 

 

Allaah (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) has honored this nation with 

news of the past, and news of the future i.e. the Qur'an; and it is 

a judge, and a decisive statement, not a thing for amusement. 

He who abandons it due to arrogance, Allaah will definitely 

destroy him, and he who seeks guidance through other means 

and books, Allaah will mislead him. It is Allaah’s strong rope, a 
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ٌ َٰب  َٰتِهٌٌِكِت  بَُّرٓواٌْء اي  َٰر ٞكٌَِلِ دَّ ٌُمب  ۡك  َُٰهٌإَِل  لۡن  نز 
 
ْولُواٌٌْۦأ

ُ
ٌأ ر  كَّ َِل ت ذ  َٰبٌِو  لۡب 

 
 ٢٩ٌٱۡۡل

"(This is) a Book (the Qur'an) which We have sent down to you, full 

of blessings, that they may ponder over its verses, and that men of 

understanding may remember." 

  

[Saad 38:29] 

wise reminder and the straight path. With it, people are guided. 

Those with a sincere desire of Islamic knowledge, learned 

people i.e. the scholars do not get enough of it; and its miracles 

are endless. When the Jinn heard it being recited, they    

 said:  

 

 

He who speaks its words says the truth; he who acts according 

to its teachings is rewarded; he who judges by its ruling will 

have ruled in justice; and he who calls to its teachings has been 

guided to the straight path. [Kitaab at-Tibyan fee Adaab al-

Qur'an by Imaam An-Nawawi]  

 

نَُّهٌٌقُۡلٌ
 
ٌأ َّ ٌإَِل  وِِح 

ُ
عٌ أ ٌٌٱۡست م  ٞرٌِمِن  نٌِِن ف  ٗباٌٌٱۡۡلِ ج  ِمۡعن اٌقُۡرء انًاٌع  الُٓواٌْإِنَّاٌس  ق  ١ٌٌف 

ٌ ۡهِدٓيٌإَِل  ٌٌٱلرُّۡشدٌِي  نَّاٌبِهٌٌِ  ٌف  ٌام  دٌٌٗۦ  ح 
 
ِبِن آٌأ ٌبِر  ُّۡۡشِك  ل نٌن ٢ٌاٌو 

"Verily! We have heard a wonderful Recital (this Qur’an)! It guides 

to the Right Path, and we have believed therein."  

 

[Al-Jinn 72: 1-2] 
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Allaah Almighty has sent the Qur'an as a good advice [i.e. the 

Qur'an orders all that is good and forbids all that is evil]. It was 

sent as a healing for what is in the breasts (hearts) (of diseases, 

doubts, hypocrisy, etc.), and as a guidance and mercy for the 

believers; so that it is the perfect proof and argument for the 

people. It is a light and an insight for him whose heart is opened 

to it, for those who recite it, for those who worship Allaah by it, 

for those who contemplate it and learn from it, i.e. the Islamic 

creeds, the acts of worship and the Islamic way of dealing. It 

has not been sent to be hung on walls as a decoration, nor as a 

charm or amulet to be hung in houses and shops as a means of 

protection from thieves and fire; nor other beliefs that some 

people have, especially the innovators.  

 

So whoever has sought to benefit from the Qur'an through the 

real purpose that it has been sent down is on a clear proof 

(evidence) from his Lord and he is on the guidance and clear 

path. He who writes its verses, or even a chapter, on walls or 

on fabric to be hung as a decoration, as to protect the people 

and the furniture, has strayed from Allaah’s Book, from the path 

of guidance, and he has invented in the religion what 

neither Allaah nor His Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) have permitted by deeds or words. [The Book of Fatawa 

of the prominent scholars regarding the Qur'an no. 2078] 

 

Many innovations related to reading the Qur'an have spread 

among people nowadays, such as: 

 

 Reciting the Qur'an in congregation (simultaneously, with 

one voice), whether in the mosque or in the house. 
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 Reading the Qur'an during the funeral for the deceased 

and during the days of condolence. 

 Praying for the deceased and giving the reward of the 

reading to the dead, as well as reading it at the graves. 

 Writing some verses on paper and putting them in water 

that is later drunk, thinking specifically that this will make 

it easy to memorize the Qur'an. 

 Selecting some chapters of the Qur'an and calling them 

the “Saviors” or “Safeguarding” Surahs. 

 Carrying around some verses for protection. 

 

These, as well as other innovations have spread among 

Muslims these days, from east to west. We ask Allaah for safety 

and well-being.  

 

This book contains some Fatawa (legal verdicts) to explain the 

invalidity of some innovations concerning the Qur'an, and the 

correct Sunnah regarding them. 

 

ASSEMBLING TOGETHER  

TO RECITE THE QUR'AN 

 

1) The verdict of reading the Qur'an in congregation 

 

Reciting the Qur'an is an act of worship and one of the best 

ways to bring us closer to Allaah Almighty, and it should be in 

the manner that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

and his Companions used to do it. It has not been proven that 

he or his Companions used to read it together in unison (in one 
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voice); rather, they used to read it alone, or one would read and 

the others who were present would listen. 

 

The Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 

“You should follow my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly-

guided Caliphs after me.”  [Abu Dawoud] 

 

'Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) reported Allaah's Messenger 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) as saying: “He who innovates 

things in our affairs for which there is no valid (reason) 

(commits sin) and these are to be rejected” [Muslim], and in 

another version: “He who did any act for which there is no 

sanction from us, that is to be rejected.”  [Muslim] 

 

It was narrated that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) once ordered 'Abdullaah ibn Mas'oud (Radia-Allaahu 

‘anhu) to read the Qur'an to him. 'Abdullaah ibn Mas'oud (Radia-

Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated: “Allaah's Messenger (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) said (to me): ‘Recite the Qur'an to me.’ I said: 

‘Shall I recite (it) to you while it has been revealed to you?’ He 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘I like to hear it from 

another person.’ So I recited Surat an-Nisaa' (the Women) till I 

reached the verse(interpretation of the meaning): ‘How (will it be) then, 

when We bring from each nation a witness and We bring you [O 

Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) as a witness 

against these people.’] (4:41) Then he said to me: ‘Stop!’ 

Thereupon I saw his eyes overflowing with tears.” [Al-Bukhaari] 
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2) Assembling in the mosque or a house to recite the Qur'an 

 

If the intention is to read together in one voice (simultaneously, 

stopping together and reading the same verses), then it is 

unlawful, or in the least disagreeable (or disliked, Makrooh), 

because it was not reported that the Messenger of Allaah 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) or the Companions did that. 

However, if the reason for it is for learning, then we hope that it 

is permissible. 

 

If the intention is to get together and read the Qur'an all 

together in order to learn or memorize, whereby one person 

reads while the others listen, or that each one reads to himself 

(not in unison with the others); then it is permissible. 

 

The Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 

“Those persons who assemble in one of the houses of Allaah 

(mosques) to recite the Book of Allaah and learn and teach the 

Qur'an (among themselves), there will descend upon them 

tranquility, mercy will cover them, the angels will surround 

them and Allaah will mention them in the presence of those 

near Him.” [Muslim] [Fatawa of the Permanent Committee no. 

4994] 

 

3) Supplication after the completion of the Qur'an 

 

Supplication (Du'aa) after the completion of the Qur'an is 

permissible, provided that it does not become a habit and that it 

is not restricted to a specific form or manner as if it were a 

Sunnah (to be followed) - because it has not been confirmed by 

the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), although some of 
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his Companions (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhum) did it. In addition, to 

invite those who attend the recital to a dinner is permissible on 

the condition that it does not become a habit. [Fatawa of the 

Permanent Committee no. 3861] 

 

4) Distributing parts of the Qur’an among the people 

 

Distributing parts (of the Qur'an) among the people who are 

present so that each one can recite a part, or several parts, 

would not be considered as if the whole Qur'an has been 

recited by each of them. Reciting the Qur'an with the intention 

of getting the blessing only is deficient (one will not be 

rewarded completely), because reciting the Qur'an should be 

for the purpose of seeking nearness to Allaah, to memorize, 

contemplate and understand its verdicts, to gain the reward, to 

train the tongue to read, as well as other benefits. [Fatawa of 

the Permanent Committee no. 3861] 

 

5) Gathering to read the Qur'an for a deceased person or for 

the host 

 

Gathering people to recite the Qur'an in order to benefit the 

deceased by presenting the reward of the recitation to him is 

an innovation, as there is no evidence (proof) for that. And all 

innovations are misguidance. 

 

Moreover, if the people who recite are getting paid to do so, as 

is the case in many instances, then there is no reward for them 

as they are not reciting to worship Allaah Almighty, they are 

merely reciting for the wages. All acts of worship that are 

performed only for wages are not rewarded by Allaah, because 
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the person's intention is to get a worldly gain and that 

invalidates that deed.  

 

What benefits a person is the recital of the Qur'an if it is done 

with the intention of drawing closer to Allaah. It will benefit both 

the one who recites and the one who listens, with the condition 

that it should be in a legal form that has not been innovated by 

some ignorant people. Such recital, as mentioned, that is 

presented to the deceased or to the living, is an innovation and 

there is no reward for it. 

 

So the Muslim should abandon doing such acts, and if he wants 

to benefit the dead, he should benefit them with acts that are 

prescribed, such as asking for mercy and forgiveness for them, 

supplicating to Allaah for them, giving charity, and performing 

Hajj and 'Umrah on their behalf. These are deeds that have a 

proof of their validity and that will benefit both the dead and the 

living. [Fatawa Shaikh Al-Fawzaan - Noor alad-Darb] 

 

6) Reciting the Qur'an in congregation after the Fajr (morning) 

and after the Maghrib (sunset) prayers 

 

It is an innovation to recite the Qur'an after the Fajr (dawn) and 

Maghrib (sunset) prayers (or any other prayers) in 

congregation and in one voice. It is also an innovation to 

supplicate Allaah Almighty in congregation after the prayer. 

However, if each one reads individually or studies it (recites the 

Qur'an), whereby each time one finishes reading, the other 

starts and everyone else listens, this is considered the best way 

to get closer to Allaah Almighty. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Those persons who assemble in one of 
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the houses of Allaah (mosques) to recite the Book of Allaah and 

learn and teach the Qur’an among themselves, there will 

descend upon them tranquility, mercy will cover them, the 

angels will surround them and Allaah will mention them in the 

presence of the angels.” [Fatawa of the Permanent Committee 

4994]  

 

7) Reciting the Qur'an in congregation on Friday, all in one 

voice, before the Imaam arrives 

 

It is not permissible to recite aloud together in one voice 

particularly on Friday before the Imaam arrives. It is an 

innovation. [Fatawa of the Permanent Committee no. 6364]  

 

8) Reciting the Qur'an on Friday before the congregational 

prayer, using the loudspeakers 

 

The verdict of reciting the Qur'an using the loudspeakers on 

Friday before the noon prayer is an innovation. 

Also supplicating and reading the Qur'an using the 

loudspeakers before the call to Fajr (dawn) prayer is an 

innovation. 

 

There is no proof or evidence that it ever happened during the 

era of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) or that any 

of his Companions did it. This also applies to the supplications 

that precede the Fajr prayer that are broadcast over the 

speakers. These are all innovations and every innovation is a 

misguidance. [Fatawa of the Permanent Committee no. 5316, 

9908 and 2775] 
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9) Reciting Surat al-Fatihah (opening chapter of the Qur'an) for 

the soul of a dead person and other occasions  

 

Reciting Surat al-Fatihah after supplication, after reciting the 

Qur'an, or before marriage is an innovation. There is no 

evidence that either the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) or his Companions did it.  

 

It is affirmed that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

said: "He who does any act for which there is no sanction from 

us, that is to be rejected." [Muslim] [Fatawa of the Permanent 

Committee no. 8946] 

 

10) Reciting Surat al-Fatihah after the obligatory prayers 

 

Reciting Surat al-Fatihah after the obligatory prayers 

individually or in congregation is not a Sunnah. [Fatawa of the 

Permanent Committee no. 9509] 

 

11) Reciting Surat al-Fatihah after the Witr prayer for an 

unlimited number of times 

 

The Qur'an is the Word of Allaah Almighty, and the Grace of His 

Words compared to those of the people is like the Grace of 

Allaah over His creatures. None but Allaah Almighty knows the 

great merits of reciting the Qur'an. The one who recites should 

not specify a Surah or a verse to be recited at a certain time or 

for a specific occasion except what the Messenger of Allaah 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) specified, such as Surat al-

Fatihah for Ruqyah (healing), or in each Rak'ah while 

performing prayers, reciting Ayat al-Kursiy (2:255) before going 
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to sleep hoping that Allaah will protect him from the devils, or 

reciting Surat al-Ikhlas and the Mu'awwidhatain: i.e. Surat al-

Falaq and Surat an-Naas (Chapters 112, 113 and 114). 

 

One should also not constantly repeat a Surah or a verse for a 

fixed number of times, except if it is based on something that 

the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) did, because 

reciting Qur’an is an act of worship, which should be based on 

the Qur'an and Sunnah. 

 

Therefore, based on the above, repeating Surat al-Fatihah a 

certain number of times after Witr prayer is an innovation, even 

if the number of repetitions is not fixed, because the Prophet 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) did not do it, nor did the 

rightly-guided Caliphs after him. 

 

If one is seeking the good from his recitation, he should not 

restrict it to Surat al-Fatihah, nor particularize the time after 

Witr for recitation. What is prescribed is to read the Holy Qur'an 

(Surat al-Fatihah and others) as much as possible at all times 

without specifying a time or a number, except in what the 

Islamic law has prescribed. [Fatawa of the Permanent 

Committee no. 7012] 

 

12) Reciting Surat al-Fatihah after supplication 

 

It is not affirmed that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) recited Surat al-Fatihah after supplication; therefore, 

doing so is an innovation. [Fatawa of the Permanent Committee 

5881 and 9572]  
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13) Reciting Surat al-Fatihah by school boys and girls in the 

morning assembly 

 

The habit of reciting Surat al-Fatihah by the students in the 

morning assembly is an innovation and it should be avoided. 

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “He who 

does a thing which is not warranted by our religion, it shall be 

rejected.”  [Al-Bukhaari and Muslim] 

 

However, there is no harm in reciting various verses in the 

assembly at times, some verses of the Qur'an at times, 

including Surat al-Fatihah or Ahaadeeth, aphorisms and 

parables, and Islamic nasheed. [Fatawa of the Permanent 

Committee no. 8777] 

 

14) Reciting the Qur'an out loud in congregation and invoking 

Allaah to broaden the provision for the host 

 

Reciting the Qur'an and contemplating over its meaning is one 

of the best ways to get closer to Allaah. Invoking Allaah, 

seeking His Help for success and abundant provision is a lawful 

act of worship, but reciting the Qur'an by distributing certain 

Surahs of the Qur'an among several people so that each one 

can read a part and then invoke Allaah for provision and so on, 

is an innovation. It is not known that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) or his Companions or our righteous 

predecessors (may Allaah have Mercy on them) did such a 

thing, and the best way is to follow them. Allaah's Messenger 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “He who does a thing 

which is not warranted by our religion, shall have it rejected.” 

[Al-Bukhaari and Muslim] 
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Supplicating to Allaah is lawful anywhere and at all times, and 

in every state, at the time of adversity and at the time of 

abundance. People are urged to make supplications, especially 

when they are prostrating themselves during prayers, and 

during the Sahar time before dawn (the last third of the night) 

and at the end of the Salaat before the Tasleem. The Messenger 

of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Our Lord, the 

Blessed, the Superior, comes down every night to the nearest 

heaven when the last third of the night remains, saying: ‘Is 

there anyone to invoke Me, so that I may respond to his 

invocation? Is there anyone to ask Me, so that I may grant him 

his request? Is there anyone seeking My Forgiveness, so that I 

may forgive him?’”  [Al-Bukhaari and Muslim] 

 

Ibn 'Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrated that the 

Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 

“Verily, I have been forbidden to recite the Qur'an during 

bowing and prostration. As for bowing, magnify the Lord, the 

Exalted, the Blessed in it; and as for the prostration, be earnest 

in supplication, for it is fitting that your supplications be 

answered.”  [Ahmad, Muslim and An-Nasaa’i] 

 

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) reported that the 

Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The 

nearest a servant comes to his Lord is when he is prostrating 

himself; so supplicate more often (in this position).” [Muslim, 

Abu Dawoud and An-Nasaa’i] 

 

Ibn Mas'oud (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) reported that when the 

Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) taught him the 

Tashahhud he said: “Then let him supplicate from whatever 
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supplications he chooses.” [Abu Dawoud and An-Nasaa’i] 

[Fatawa of the Permanent Committee no. 4028] 

 

THE COMPLETION OF THE QUR'AN 

1) Having a feast after the completion of the Qur'an 

 

A Walimah (feast or wedding banquet) is recommended to be 

given on the occasion of marriage. It is reported that when 

'Abdur-Rahmaan ibn 'Auf  (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) told the 

Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) that he got married, 

the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said to him: "Give 

a wedding banquet, even if with one sheep."  [Al-Bukhaari] 

 

A feast or celebration on the occasion of completing the recital 

of the Qur'an, however, is not known or affirmed by the Prophet 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) or by the rightly-guided 

Caliphs. Had they themselves done it, it would have been 

transmitted to us, as were all the other Islamic laws. Therefore, 

celebrating the completion of the recital of the Qur'an is an 

innovation. Allaah's Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) said: “He who innovates things in our affairs for which 

there is no valid (reason), commits a sin and they are to be 

rejected” [Muslim] and in another version: “He who did any act 

for which there is no sanction from us, that is to be rejected.” 

[Muslim] [Fatawa of the Permanent Committee no. 4029] 
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2) Offering food, beverages and sweets after the completion of 

the Qur'an  

 

It has not been affirmed by the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam), or his Companions, or the followers, or the Imaams 

of the predecessors to offer food, drinks or sweets when one 

completes the recital of the Qur'an in Ramadaan. Therefore, it 

is an innovation in the religion as it is done right after an act of 

worship, and it is done for that particular reason and at that 

particular time. 

 

All innovations in the religion are misguidance, as it makes the 

religion seem incomplete without these acts. 

 

Al-Irbad ibn Sariyah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “One day the 

Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) delivered 

a speech which greatly moved us, on account of which eyes 

shed tears and hearts became frightened. We said to him: ‘O 

Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)! This 

sermon seems like the last advice. So advise us.’ He (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘I admonish you to fear Allaah, 

and to hear and obey even a slave who may be put in authority 

over you. Those of you who shall live after me will soon notice a 

lot of differences (and much discord). So hold fast to my 

Sunnah and the Sunnah (way and practices) of my rightly 

guided Caliphs who will come after me. Adhere to them and 

hold fast to them. Beware of new things (innovations in religion) 

because every innovation leads to the wrong path 

(misguidance).’” [Abu Dawoud] 
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Anas ibn Maalik (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated: “He who 

innovates things in this religion for which there is no evidence, 

is claiming that Muhammad has failed to deliver the message.”   

 

For Allaah Almighty said (interpretation of the meaning): “…This day, I 

have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favor upon 

you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion…” (Al-

Ma’idah 5: 3), and what was not from the religion at that time is 

not from the religion today.” 

  

However, if it happens occasionally with no commitment, then it 

is permissible. [Fatawa of the Permanent Committee no. 2740] 

 

ACCEPTING A FEE FOR RECITING THE QUR’AN 

 

1) The verdict of accepting wages for reciting the Qur’an 

 

It is not permissible for someone to accept a fee for reciting the 

Qur’an, whether he gets paid before he starts or after he 

finishes, even if this recital is while performing prayers or for a 

funeral ceremony. None of the Islamic scholars gave 

permission for anyone to hire someone to recite the Qur’an. 

 

The “Mu'adhdhin” (the person who calls to prayers in the 

mosque) and the Imaams of the mosques are getting paid from 

“Bait maal al-Muslimeen” (the Muslims’ finance house) for their 

dedication to work in the mosque, and not for reciting the 

Qur’an or praying (for their collective duty on behalf of the 
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Muslims). 

 

A similar case is that of a Muslim Caliph who accepted wages 

from Bait al-maal because he dedicated himself to the duties of 

the Caliphate and left the occupation by which he earned his 

livelihood. 'Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) used to give money 

from Bait al-maal to the warriors and those who were truly 

dedicated to serving Islam; each according to his precedence 

and what he offered of benefit to the Muslims. Allaah Almighty 

ordained that those who collect the Zakaat (prescribed charity) 

receive a fee from the Zakaat money that they collect, even if 

they were rich, because they performed a religious duty that 

prevented them from earning their livelihood.  

 

2) Hiring someone to recite the Qur’an 

 

Hiring people to recite the Qur’an during a funeral procession 

for the deceased is an innovation for which Allaah has sent 

down no authority, and it is a kind of devouring of men’s 

sustenance wrongfully, and is non-justifiable. If the one who 

recites the Qur’an does it with the intention of getting paid, then 

his deed is invalid, because he intended to get worldly gain 

from his action. Allaah Almighty said: 
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Acts of worship, amongst which is reciting the Qur’an, should 

not be performed for worldly gain and with the intention of 

making money; rather, it should be performed solely for the 

sake of getting closer to Allaah Almighty and seeking His 

Pleasure.  

 

So if someone recites at a funeral for a fee, there is no reward 

for him and there is no reward to reach the deceased (for the 

recitation), so the money is wasted. But instead, if the money is 

donated on behalf of the deceased, that project will benefit him, 

Insha’ Allaah. 

 

These reciters should return the money that they charged for 

their recital of the Qur’an for the dead, as they have taken the 

money unjustly. They should fear Allaah Almighty and they 

should find other ways to earn their living other than this 

unlawful way. 

 

ٌيُرِيُدٌٌم ن ن  ة ٌٱَك  ۡني اٱٌۡۡل ي وَٰ ٌٌدلُّ اٌَل  اٌو ُهۡمٌفِيه  َٰل ُهۡمٌفِيه  ۡعم 
 
ِۡهۡمٌأ ٌإَِل  اٌنُو ِفِ زِين ت ه  و 

ٌ ُسون  َٰٓئِك ١٥ٌٌُيۡبخ  ْول 
ُ
ِينٌ ٱٌأ ٌل ُهۡمٌِِفٌٌَّلَّ ةٌِٱل ۡيس  ٌٌٓأۡلِخر  ن ُعواٌٌْنلَّاُر ٌٱإَِلَّ اٌص  ٌم  بِط  و ح 

ٌ لُون  ۡعم  نُواٌْي  اٌَك  َِٰطٞلٌمَّ ب  اٌو   ١٦فِيه 

“Whosoever desires the life of the world and its glitter, to them We 

shall pay in full (the wages of) their deeds therein, and they will 

have no diminution therein. They are those for whom there is 

nothing in the Hereafter but Fire; and vain are the deeds they did 

therein. And of no effect is that which they used to do.” 

   

[Hud 11:15-16] 
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A Muslim should not take money illegally from people. Although 

it is true that reciting the Qur’an is one of the best deeds, for he 

who reads a letter from the Qur’an gains a Hasanah (good 

deed) and the Hasanah is worth ten times the like thereof. But 

that only applies to people who have good intentions, and hope 

for Allaah’s rewards and not worldly rewards. 

 

Therefore, hiring people to recite Qur’an for the dead: 

 

1) Is an innovation, as our Salaf as-Saalih (ancestors) did not 

do it. 

2) Is considered taking money illegally, because any act of 

worship should not be done for a fee or charge. [Fatawa of 

Shaikh Al-Fawzaan - Noor alad-Darb] 

 

3) Hiring people to recite the Qur’an at ceremonies and 

festivities 

 

Reciting the Qur’an is an act of worship whereby one is seeking 

nearness to Allaah. Basically, all acts of worship by a Muslim 

should be performed with the hope of gaining Allaah’s Pleasure 

and His Reward. One should not wish for a reward nor thanks 

from Allaah’s creatures.  Our righteous ancestors did not hire 

anyone to recite the Qur’an at ceremonies, nor was it 

performed by our Imaams, nor did they allow it. On the 

contrary, they would recite the Book of Allaah hoping to attain 

only His Reward.  The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

has ordained that anyone who reads the Qur’an should ask 

Allaah for the reward, and he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

warned against asking people. At-Tirmidhi reported in his 
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Sunan that 'Imran ibn Husain passed by a man reciting the 

Qur’an, then he (that man) asked (the people for wages). 'Imran 

said: “I heard Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) say: ‘He who recites the Qur’an should ask Allaah (for 

the reward). Verily, nations will come (after you), who will ask 

people (money) for their recitation of the Qur’an.’” [At-Tirmidhi 

and Al-Albaani graded it Hasan] 

 

Authentic Ahaadeeth have indicated that it is lawful to accept 

wages for teaching the Qur’an or reciting the Qur’an for the 

sake of healing (doing Ruqyah- incantation), as when Abu 

Sa’eid al-Khudri (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) received a herd of sheep 

as payment for healing a sick man using “Ruqyah” with Surat al- 

Fatihah.  

 

Sahl ibn Sa’d (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) also narrated a Hadeeth in 

which he said that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

wed a woman to a man and as a dowry, he was to teach her 

what he knew from the Qur’an. Allaah's Messenger (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said to a man who had nothing to 

offer as a dowry but the fact that he had memorized parts of the 

Qur’an: “Go, I have given her to you in marriage for the part of 

the Qur'an which you know.” [Muslim]  

 

In conclusion, whoever accepts payment for reciting, or hires 

someone to recite the Qur’an is in contradiction to what our 

ancestors have agreed upon. [Fatawa of the Permanent 

Committee of Ifta’ no. 1268] 
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RECITING THE QUR’AN FOR THE DEAD 

  

1) Reciting Qur’an for the dead 

 

There is no basis for such an act, as neither the Prophet (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) nor the Companions recited Qur’an 

upon the dead. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

said: "If somebody innovates something which is not in 

harmony with the principles of our religion, that thing is 

rejected."  [Al Bukhaari and Muslim]  

 

'Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) narrated that the Prophet (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “He who innovates things in our 

affairs for which there is no valid reason, (those things) are to 

be rejected.”  [Muslim]  

 

When the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

delivered the Khutbah (sermon) on Friday, he would say: “The 

best of speech is the Book of Allaah, and the best of guidance is 

the guidance shown by Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) and the most evil of affairs are innovated ones, and 

every Bid’ah is a means of deviation (i.e. a misguidance).” 

[Muslim] An-Nasaa’i added: “and every misguidance is in Hell-

Fire.” [Fatawa Shaikh Ibn Baaz, Book of Da’wa 1/215] 
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2) Reciting Surat al-Fatihah (the Opening Chapter) for the dead 

 

Reciting Surat al-Fatihah for the dead is not a Sunnah act; 

therefore, one should not do it, because the acts of worship are 

based on forbiddance and ban unless it is proven to be 

permitted and legitimate. The evidence for that is what Allaah 

has repudiated (denied) for those who have instituted a religion 

which Allaah has not ordained.  Allaah Almighty said: 

 

Also, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “He 

who did any act for which there is no sanction on our behalf, 

that is to be rejected.”  And if the act is rejected, then it is in 

vain and wrong for that person to use it to seek nearness to 

Allaah Almighty. 

 

Hiring someone to recite the Qur’an and give the reward of his 

recitation to the deceased is forbidden (considered a sin), and 

one should not accept payment for reciting the Qur’an. He who 

accepts a wage for reciting the Qur’an is considered a sinner 

and there is no reward for him. Reciting the Qur’an is an act of 

worship and one should not seek a worldly reward for it.  

 

مٌۡ
 
ٌل ُهۡمٌُشٌ ٌأ َُٰٓؤاٌْش  ُعواٌْل ُهمٌِمِن  ذ ۢنٌبِهٌٌِدِلِينٌِٱك 

ۡ
اٌل ۡمٌي أ هٌٱم  ُ ُةٌٌللَّ ِم  ٌَك  ل ۡوَل  ۡصلٌِٱو  ٌلۡف 

ٌ ِإَونَّ ٌب ۡين ُهۡمٌۗۡ َٰلِِميٌ ٱل ُقِِض  َِلٞمٌٌلظَّ
 
ٌأ اب  ذ   ٢١ل ُهۡمٌع 

“Or have they partners with Allaah (false gods), who have 

instituted for them a religion which Allaah has not ordained.” 

 

 [Ash-Shura 42:21] 
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Allaah Almighty said: 

[Fatawa of Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen - Noor alad-Darb - part 1] 

 

3) Reciting Qur’an for one’s Parents 

 

Reciting the Qur’an and giving the reward to one’s parents has 

been permitted by most scholars although it is not quoted (by 

the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) or the 

Companions), so one should not take it into consideration.  The 

majority (of the scholars) did not allow it due to lack of evidence 

for it, but if someone does it occasionally (sometimes) he 

should not be denied. [Fatawa Shaikh Ibn Jibreen] 

 

4) Reciting Surat al-Fatihah for one’s parents 

 

Reciting Surat al-Fatihah for deceased parents or other dead is 

an innovation, as it is not quoted that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) approved of it nor did he himself perform it. 

What is lawful is to invoke Allaah for one’s parents during 

prayers or after prayers, and to ask Allaah for forgiveness and 

ٌيُرِيُدٌٌم ن ن  ة ٌٱَك  ۡني اٱٌۡۡل ي وَٰ ٌٌدلُّ اٌَل  اٌو ُهۡمٌفِيه  َٰل ُهۡمٌفِيه  ۡعم 
 
ِۡهۡمٌأ ٌإَِل  اٌنُو ِفِ زِين ت ه  و 

ٌ ُسون   ١٥ُيۡبخ 

“Whosoever desires the life of the world and its glitter; to 

them We shall pay in full (the wages of) their deeds therein, 

and they will have no diminution therein.”  

 

[Hud 11:15] 
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mercy for them, and other beneficial supplications. [Fatawa 

Shaikh Al-Fawzaan - Noor alad-Darb - part 3] 

RECITING THE QUR’AN AT THE GRAVES 

  

1) Acts of worship at the graves on behalf of the deceased 

 

Reciting the Qur’an at the graves is an innovation that was not 

performed by the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) or 

by his Companions. Therefore, we should not innovate it as the 

Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “And the most 

evil affairs are innovations; and every innovation is a 

misguidance. [Muslim] An-Nasaa’i added: “and every 

misguidance is in Hell-fire.” 

 

It is incumbent upon Muslims to follow the ancestors from 

among the Companions and their followers so that they should 

be on the right path. It has been narrated that the Prophet 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The best of speech is 

the Book of Allaah, and the best of guidance is the guidance 

shown by Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).” 

[Muslim] 

 

As for invoking for the deceased at his grave: It is permissible 

that a person stands at the grave (facing the Qiblah) and 

invokes Allaah for him i.e., to say: “O Allaah! Forgive him, O 

Allaah! Have mercy on him, O Allaah! Protect him from Hell-

Fire, O Allaah! Admit him to Paradise, and expand his grave,” 

and so on. 
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If the person stood at the grave and invoked Allaah for himself, 

then this is an innovation if he has intentionally chosen that 

specific place, because one should not specify a location for 

supplication unless there is a clear evidence and it has been 

quoted by the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). If there 

is no clear statement or Sunnah of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) for particularizing a place for prayer, then it 

is an innovation. 

 

In regards to fasting on behalf of the dead, praying and reciting 

Qur’an as well as other acts worship: There are four types (acts 

of worship) that have been confirmed by the majority of 

scholars that will benefit the deceased: supplication, any 

obligatory act that can be performed on his behalf (like 

Hajj), giving charity, freeing a slave. Other than those four, it 

has been a subject of argument among the scholars. Some say 

that the deceased does not benefit from any good deed other 

than the four previous mentioned acts, whereas the truth is that 

the deceased benefits from any good deed done on his behalf, if 

he were a believer. But we do not see that it is a legal matter to 

ask people to present the reward of their good deeds to the 

dead. If the intention of the act or good deed was to give its 

reward to the dead, then it will benefit him, but it is not 

obligatory nor is it recommendable. 

 

Evidence for that is that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) did not guide his nation to do that, and it is reported in 

Saheeh Muslim that Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 

narrated that Allaah's Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) said: “When a man dies, his acts come to an end, except 

for three: recurring charity, or knowledge (by which people 
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benefit), or a pious son who prays for him (for the deceased).”  

[Muslim] 

 

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) did not say: “A 

righteous son who does deeds or worships Allaah on his behalf 

by fasting, praying.” So this is a proof that Du’aa (to invoke 

Allaah) for the dead is prescribed, but not to present them with 

rewards for acts of worship. 

 

The living person needs to do good deeds for himself. So let 

one perform good deeds for himself and let him pray for the 

dead profusely; that is more virtuous and it is the path of our 

righteous Predecessors. [Fatawa Shaikh Ibn 'Uthaimeen 

(Rahimahullaah) – Noor alad-Darb] 

 

2) Reciting Qur’an at graves and seeking help from the dead 

 

First: Reciting Qur’an at graves is not permissible; it is an 

innovation and the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) said, and he is the most knowledgeable of Allaah’s 

Laws in all creation, and the most knowledgeable and eloquent 

in what he says; he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 

“Every innovation is astray.”  This statement is general and 

does not make any exception, so all innovations are astray 

(misguidance). 

 

So reciting Qur’an at the graves is an innovation that did not 

exist in the era of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

nor did he legislate it to his Ummah (nation) by statement, 

action or approval. Rather he would guide his Ummah to say: 



 33 

“Say: ‘May security be granted to you O believers and Muslims 

from among the people of the graveyard. May Allaah have 

mercy on those who have gone ahead of us, and those who will 

come later on, and we shall, by the Will of Allaah join you.’” 

[Muslim] 

 

Second: Visiting the graves of ordinary people or of those 

whom they claim are saints, to seek their help and ask them for 

worldly matters, is major Shirk (polytheism) that expels these 

people from the fold of Islam. Allaah Almighty said: 

 

This verse indicates that whoever invokes any other deity 

besides Allaah has no proof and no evidence; instead, the 

evidence shows his misguidance and his foolishness. It (the 

verse) also indicates the threat for him who invokes others 

besides Allaah.  

 

“Then his reckoning is only with his Lord” indicates that he will 

never be successful and that he is an unbeliever, because 

Allaah Almighty said (interpretation of the meaning): “Surely!  

ٌٌو م ن ع  ٌِٱي ۡدُعٌم  ٌٌُللَّ ٌل  َٰن  ٌبُۡره  ٌَل  ر  ًَٰهاٌء اخ  ابُهٌٌُۦبِهٌٌِۥإِل  اٌِحس  ِبِهٌٌِۥف إِنَّم  ٌر  ٌِعند  ٌۦٓه
ٌُيۡفلُِحٌٌۥإِنَّهٌُ َٰفُِرونٌ ٱَل   ١١٧ٌلۡك 

“And whoever invokes (or worships) besides Allaah, any 

other ilaah (god) of whom he has no proof, then his reckoning 

is only with his Lord. Surely! Al-Kafiroon (the disbelievers in 

Allaah and in the Oneness of Allaah, polytheists, pagans, 

idolaters, etc.) will not be successful.” 

 

 [Al-Mu’minoon 23:117] 
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Al-Kafiroon (the disbelievers in Allaah and in the Oneness of 

Allaah, polytheists, pagans, idolaters, etc.) will not be 

successful.” 

 

Invoking other than Allaah is foolishness and misguidance as 

Almighty Allaah said: 

 

And He (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) said:  

 

It is very strange that those people ask the dead who are buried 

and whom they know are lifeless bodies that cannot even save 

َِٰهٌٌو م ن نٌِمِلَّةٌِإِبۡر  ُبٌع  هٌٌُۧي رۡغ  ٌن ۡفس  فِه  نٌس  ٌم  ٌإَِلَّ ٌم  ِدٌٌۥه ل ق  َٰهٌُٱو  ۡين  ف  ۡني ا ٌٱِِفٌٌۡصط  ٌدلُّ
ةٌِٱِِفٌٌۥِإَونَّهٌُ ٌٌٓأۡلِخر  َٰلِِحيٌ ٱل ِمن   ١٣٠ٌلصَّ

“And who turns away from the religion of Ibraaheem 

(Abraham) (i.e. Islamic Monotheism) except him who befools 

himself?”  

 

[Al-Baqarah 2:130] 

 

نٌۡ نٌي ۡدُعواٌِْمنٌُدوِنٌٌو م  ٌِممَّ لُّ ض 
 
ٌِٱأ ٌٌُللَّ ٌي ۡست ِجيُبٌل  نٌَلَّ ٌي ۡوِمٌٌۥٌٓم  َٰ ةٌِٱإَِل  َٰم  ٌلۡقِي 

ٌ َٰفِلُون  ٓئِِهۡمٌغ  نٌُدَع   ٥و ُهۡمٌع 

“And who is more astray than one who calls (invokes) 

besides Allaah, such as will not answer him till the Day of 

Resurrection, and who are (even) unaware of their calls 

(invocations) to them?” 

  

[Al-Ahqaf 46: 5] 
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themselves from what they are in, yet they ask them to save 

them and relieve them from the calamity that they are in.  

 

If one considers the state of these people, he will see the 

strangest thing, and if they themselves think and ponder, they 

will realize their foolishness and know that they are in clear 

perversity and manifest error. We ask Allaah Almighty to 

enlighten them, guide them to the right path and to keep them 

firm on it. 

 

I tell those people: If you want a beneficial supplication, then 

turn to Allaah Almighty, in Whose Hands is the dominion of all 

things, for He answers the distressed person if he calls unto 

Him. He tells His Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam): 

 

ٌٌِإَوذ ا
ُ
أ  ٌ ٌق رِيب  ٌف إِِّنِ ِّنِ ٌِعب اِديٌع  ل ك 

 
أ اعٌِٱِجيُبٌد ۡعو ة ٌس  نٌٌِِۖدلَّ إِذ اٌد َع 

ٌ لَُّهۡمٌي رُۡشُدون  َۡلُۡؤِمُنواٌِِْبٌل ع   ١٨٦ف لۡي ۡست ِجيُبواٌَِْلٌو 

“And when My slaves ask you [O Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam)] concerning Me, then (answer them), I am 

indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). I respond to the 

invocations of the supplicant when he calls on Me (without 

any mediator or intercessor). So let them obey Me and 

believe in Me, so that they may be led aright.”  

[Al-Baqarah 2:186] 
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Let them turn to Allaah Alone and invoke Him with sincerity, 

faith and hope that He will answer their call, so they can be 

assured that none will benefit them but Allaah Almighty. 

 

If you say: “What if these people invoke and seek help from the 

dwellers of graves whom they claim are saints”; Then Allaah’s 

fate destines that what they ask for comes true; what is our 

view about such a state?  

 

The answer to that is that we know for sure that what happened 

is not from the dead, and it is not because they invoked the 

dead. Allaah Almighty said: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

نٌۡ نٌي ۡدُعواٌِْمنٌُدوِنٌٌو م  ٌِممَّ لُّ ض 
 
ٌِٱأ ٌٌُللَّ ٌي ۡست ِجيُبٌل  نٌَلَّ ٌي ۡوِمٌٌۥٌٓم  َٰ ةٌِٱإَِل  َٰم  ٌلۡقِي 

ٌ َٰفِلُون  ٓئِِهۡمٌغ  نٌُدَع   ٥و ُهۡمٌع 

“And who is more astray than one who calls (invokes) 

besides Allaah, such as will not answer him till the Day of 

Resurrection, and who are (even) unaware of their calls 

(invocations) to them?”  

[Al-Ahqaf 46:5] 
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The dead cannot bring them anything, nor prevent any mishap 

from reaching them. Allaah Almighty said: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So the dead cannot create anything as the Qur’an says and as 

all the Muslims are in consensus, but what actually happened 

when they invoked the dead, is a trial from Allaah Almighty. 

 

Allaah Almighty will put His servants to trials by making easy 

the paths and means for sinning, to test them, as He did with 

the Children of Israel when He prohibited them from fishing on 

the Sabbath. The fish were coming to them openly on the 

Sabbath (Saturday) day, and did not come to them on the other 

days. So they devised a plot and they laid their nets on Friday, 

so that on Saturday when the fish came close, they would get 

caught in the nets, and then on Sunday, they would come and 

collect the fish. So Allaah Almighty told them: 

 

ِينٌ ٱوٌ  ٌِمنٌُدوِنٌٌَّلَّ ٌِٱي ۡدُعون  ۡيٌٌللَّ ٌش  ۡلُُقون  ٌَي  ٌٌ ٌَٗل  َٰت ٢٠ٌٌاٌو ُهۡمٌَُيۡل ُقون  ۡمو 
 
ٌٌأ ۡۡيُ غ 

ٌ ُثون  ٌُيۡبع  يَّان 
 
ٌأ اٌي ۡشُعُرون  و م  ۡحي آء ٌِۖ

 
٢١ٌأ

“Those whom they (Al-Mushrikeen) invoke besides Allaah 

have not created anything, but are themselves created. (They 

are) dead, lifeless, and they know not when they will be 

raised up.”  

 

[An-Nahl 16:20-21] 
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And Allaah Almighty said:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

دٌۡ ل ق  لِۡمُتُمٌٌو  ِينٌ ٱع  ٌْٱٌَّلَّ ۡوا ۡبِتٌٱِمنُكۡمٌِِفٌٌۡعت د  دٌ ٌلسَّ ُقلۡن اٌل ُهۡمٌُكونُواٌْقِر  ةًٌف 
َِٰسٌ ٌٌ ِخ   ٦٥ي 

“Be you monkeys, despised and rejected.” 

 

 [Al-Baqarah 2:65] 

 

ۡسٌ ِنٌٌلُۡهمٌٌۡ ٌ و  ۡري ةٌِٱع  ة ٌٌلَِّتٌٱٌلۡق  اِِض  ن ۡتٌح  ٌِِفٌٌۡۡل ۡحرٌِٱَك  ۡعُدون  ۡبِتٌٱإِۡذٌي  إِۡذٌٌلسَّ
ٌي ۡسبُِتو ٌَل  ي ۡوم  بۡتِِهۡمٌُشََّٗعٌو  ٌس  تِيِهۡمٌِحيت اُنُهۡمٌي ۡوم 

ۡ
ٌن ۡبلُوُهمٌت أ َٰلِك  ذ  تِيِهۡمهٌك 

ۡ
ٌت أ ٌَل  ن 

ٌ ۡفُسُقون  نُواٌْي  اٌَك   ١٦٣بِم 

“And ask them [O Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)] 

about the town that was by the sea, when they transgressed 

in the matter of the Sabbath (i.e. Saturday); when their fish 

came to them openly on the Sabbath day, and did not come to 

them on the day they had no Sabbath. Thus We made a trial 

of them for they used to rebel.”  

 

[Al-A’raaf 7:163] 
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And Allaah Almighty said: 

 

See how Allaah put the Companions to trial when they were in 

the state of Ihraam and He (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) said: 

 

He sent forth game that was within their reach so that they 

could reach the ones on the ground with their hands, and their 

ا ه  يُّ
 
أ َٰٓ ِينٌ ٱٌي  نَُّكُمٌٌَّلَّ ُنواٌَْل  ۡبلُو  ام  ٌُٱء  ٌٌللَّ ء ٌِمِن  ۡ ۡيدٌِٱبَِش  يِۡديُكۡمٌٌۥٌٓت ن اُلٌٌُلصَّ

 
أ

ٌ اُحُكۡمٌَِل ۡعل م  رِم  ٌُٱو  نٌَي  افُهٌٌُللَّ ٌٌِۥم  ۡيِبٌ ٱب ِنٌٌلۡغ  م  ىٌَٰٱف  ٌف ل هٌٌُۡعت د  َٰلِك  ٌذ  ٌۥب ۡعد 
َِلٞمٌ

 
ٌأ اب  ذ   ٩٤ع 

“O you who believe! Allaah will certainly make a trial of you 

with something in (the matter of) the game that is well within 

reach of your hands and your lances, that Allaah may test 

who fears Him unseen.” 

 

 [Al-Ma’idah 5:94] 

 

دٌۡ ل ق  لِۡمُتُمٌٌو  ِينٌ ٱع  ٌْٱٌَّلَّ ۡوا ۡبِتٌٱِمنُكۡمٌِِفٌٌۡعت د  ُقلۡن اٌل ُهۡمٌُكونٌٌُلسَّ َِٰسٌف  ةًٌخ  د  ٌٌ ِواٌْقِر  ي 
ا٦٥ٌ َٰه  لۡن  ع  ٌٌف ج  ٗةٌلِِلُۡمتَّقِي  وِۡعظ  م  اٌو  ه  لۡف  اٌخ  اٌو م  ۡيه  ٌي د  اٌب ۡي  َٰٗٗلٌلِِم   ٦٦ن ك 

“And indeed you knew those amongst you who transgressed in 

the matter of the Sabbath (i.e. Saturday). We said to them: ‘Be 

you monkeys, despised and rejected.’ So We made this 

punishment an example to their own and to succeeding 

generations and a lesson to those who are Al-Muttaqun (the 

pious).”  

 

[Al-Baqarah 2:65-66] 
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arrows could reach those that were flying. Allaah made the 

game within their reach to test them, and the Companions, who 

were the most fearful of Allaah and the most pious, did not 

touch any of that game. 

 

The moral is that when the Mushrikeen (polytheists) go to the 

graves and seek help from the dead, and then what they ask for 

comes true, this is a trial and test from Allaah Almighty for 

them. We ask Allaah to show us the right (truth) and help us to 

follow it and to show us the wrong and help us avoid it. [Fatawa 

Shaikh Ibn 'Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) – Noor alad-Darb -  

Part 1] 

RECITING THE QUR’AN DURING THE DAYS OF 

CONDOLENCE 

 

1) Using speakers to recite the Qur’an at the house during days 

of condolence and when transporting the deceased in the car 

(during the funeral procession) 

 

This is no doubt an innovation, as it was not known or practiced 

during the days of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

nor during the era of the Companions, because the Qur’an 

offers consolation when one reads it to himself, not when it is 

broadcast over speakers. 

 

Also, the assembly of the family of the deceased receiving 

condolences from people was not known then. Some scholars 

said it is an innovation; therefore, we can see that to sit and 

receive people who come to offer condolences is not lawful. 
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However, if they meet someone by chance in the market or if 

this person comes unexpectedly to pay condolences without 

them knowing prior to that, then it is permissible. 

 

Meeting people was not common in the era of the Prophet 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). Even the Companions 

considered that the assembly of the family of the deceased and 

setting a meal was considered as wailing, and wailing is one of 

the major sins.  The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

cursed the wailing woman and she who listens to her. He (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “If the wailing woman does not 

repent before she dies, she will be made to stand on the Day of 

Resurrection wearing a garment of tar (pitch) and a chemise of 

mange.”  [Muslim] 

 

So our advice is to avoid innovations as it is best for them and 

best for the deceased, because the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) said that the dead is tortured because of the 

lamentation (the cry) of the living. “Tortured” means that he is 

hurt from the crying and wailing, even if he will not be punished 

the same way as the one who does it, because Allaah Almighty 

said (interpretation of the meaning) : “And no bearer of burdens shall 

bear another's burden.” [Fatir 35:18] The torture is not a 

punishment as the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

said: “Traveling is a kind of torture” [Al-Bukhaari], so it is pain, 

worry and other similar feelings. [Fatawa Shaikh al-Fawzaan - 

Noor alad-Darb – part 2]  
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2) Reciting the Qur’an at graves and in the house of the 

deceased 

 

First:  Reciting the Qur’an at graves is forbidden, and the most 

correct point of view of the scholars is that the reward for that 

recital does not reach the deceased, and it is an innovation. 

There is a Fatwa (jurisdiction) on a similar question that states: 

“The recital of the Qur’an is an act of worship, so one should 

not take a wage for doing it, nor should one pay someone to 

recite it, and there is no reward for such a case, and the one 

who pays and the one who receives payment are considered 

sinners.” 

 

Shaikhul-Islam ibn Taymiyyah (Rahimahullaah) said: “It is not 

correct to hire anyone to recite the Qur’an and give the reward 

to the dead, as none of the Imaams performed such acts, and 

the scholars have said: ‘The one who gets paid to recite the 

Qur’an will not get a reward. So what exactly is he presenting to 

the dead?’” 

 

All acts of worship are based on prohibition, unless the Islamic 

law states its legality otherwise. Allaah Almighty said (interpretation 

of the meaning): “Obey Allaah and obey the Messenger [Muhammad 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)].” [An-Nisaa’ 4:59] and 

Allaah's Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “He 

who innovates things in our affairs for which there is no valid 

(reason) (commits sin) and these are to be rejected.”  [Muslim] 

And in another version, he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

said: “He who did any act for which there is no sanction on our 

behalf, that is to be rejected.”  [Muslim] 
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Such an act was not done by the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) and the best of speech is embodied in the Book of 

Allaah, and the best of guidance is the guidance shown by 

Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). And the most evil 

of affairs are innovations, and all the good is to follow what the 

Messenger of Allaah has brought to us. Allaah Almighty said: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And He (Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala) said: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

هٌُ نٌيُۡسلِۡمٌو ۡجه  ٌٌۥٌٓ۞و م  ٌِٱإَِل  ِدٌٌللَّ ق  ٌُُمِۡسٞنٌف  ك ٌٱو ُهو  ٌٌِۡست ۡمس  ةٌِٱب ٌىٱٌلُۡعۡرو  َٰ ٌٌلُۡوۡثق  ِإَوَل 
ٌِٱ َٰقِب ُةٌٌللَّ ُمورٌِٱع 

ُ
 ٢٢ٌۡۡل

“And whosoever submits his face (himself) to Allaah [i.e. 

follows Allaah’s Religion of Islamic Monotheism, worships 

Allaah (Alone) with sincere Faith in the (1) Oneness of His 

Lordship, (2) Oneness of His worship, and (3) Oneness of His 

Names and Qualities], while he is a Muhsin (good-doer i.e., 

performs good deeds totally for Allaah’s Sake without any 

show-off or to gain praise or fame etc., and does them in 

accordance with the Sunnah of Allaah’s Messenger 

Muhammad), then he has grasped the most trustworthy hand-

hold [Laa ilaaha illa-Allaah (none has the right to be 

worshipped but Allaah)].”  

 

[Luqman 31:22] 

 



 44 

 

 

The most evil of acts is to violate what the Messenger of Allaah 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) has guided to and to have 

one’s intentions for any deed for someone other than Allaah. 

 

Second: Sitting in the house of the deceased for three days or 

more to accept condolences and recite the Qur'an is not 

permissible. [Fatawa of the Permanent Committee of Ifta’ no. 

2927]  

 

ٌ َٰ هٌٌُب ل  ٌو ۡجه  ۡسل م 
 
ۡنٌأ ٌُُمِۡسٞنٌف ل هٌٌُۥم  ٌِو ُهو  ۡجُرهٌٌُۥٌٓلِلَّ

 
ِبِهٌٌِۥأ ٌر  ٌٌۦِعند  ۡوف  ٌخ  َل  و 

ٌ َل  ل ۡيِهۡمٌو  ٌٌع  نُون  ۡز   ١١٢ُهۡمٌَي 

“Yes, but whoever submits his face (himself) to Allaah (i.e. 

follows Allaah’s Religion of Islamic Monotheism) and he is a 

Muhsin [good-doer i.e., performs good deeds totally for 

Allaah’s Sake only, without any show off or to gain praise or 

fame, etc., and in accordance with the Sunnah of Allaah’s 

Messenger Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)], 

then his reward is with his Lord (Allaah), on such shall be no 

fear, nor shall they grieve.”  

 

[Al-Baqarah 2:112] 

 



 45 

HEALING WITH THE QUR’AN (THERAPY) 

 

1) Therapy with the Qur’an and believing in charms and omens 

 

It is permissible to use the Qur’an  for healing, as it is 

mentioned in the Saheeh that Abu Sa’eid al-Khudri (Radia-

Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated: 

 

“A group of the Companions of Allaah's Messenger (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) proceeded on a journey till they 

dismounted near one of the Arab tribes and requested them to 

entertain them as their guests, but they (the tribe people) 

refused to entertain them. Then the chief of that tribe was bitten 

by a snake (or stung by a scorpion) and he was given all sorts of 

treatment, but all in vain. Some of them said: "Will you go to the 

group (those travelers) who have dismounted near us and see if 

one of them has something useful?" They came to them and 

said: "O people! Our leader has been bitten by a snake (or 

stung by a scorpion) and we have treated him with everything 

but nothing benefited him. Does anyone of you have anything 

useful?" One of them replied: "Yes, by Allaah, I know how to 

treat with a Ruqyah. By Allaah, we wanted you to receive us as 

your guests but you refused. I will not treat your patient with a 

Ruqyah till you fix for us something as wages." Consequently 

they agreed to give those travelers a flock of sheep. The man 

went with them (the people of the tribe) and started spitting (on 

the bite) and reciting Surat al-Fatihah till the patient was healed 

and started walking as if he had not been sick. When the tribe 

people paid them their wages they had agreed upon, some of 
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them [the Prophet's (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

Companions] said: "Distribute (the sheep)." But the one who 

treated with the Ruqyah said: "Do not do that till we go to 

Allaah's Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and 

mention to him what has happened, and see what he will order 

us to do." So they came to Allaah's Messenger (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) and mentioned the story to him and he said: 

"How did you know that Surat al-Fatihah is a Ruqyah? You have 

done the right thing. Divide (what you have received) and 

assign a share for me."  [Al-Bukhaari and Muslim] 

 

This Hadeeth is an evidence that it is permissible to use the 

Qur’an for healing. However, using charms is not permitted 

according to the most correct point of view. The scholars have 

stated that many Ahaadeeth prove that it is forbidden to wear a 

talisman (charm) in order for it not to be a means for Shirk. 

[Fatawa of the Permanent Committee no. 2392] 
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2) Writing an incantation and letting the ill person wear it 

 

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) permitted the use 

of Ruqyah incantation with Qur’an and supplications, as long as 

it is not Shirk (seeking protection from other than Allaah) or 

using meaningless words or words that contain polytheism. 

‘Auf ibn Maalik al-Ashja’ (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated: “We 

used Ruqyah in Jahiliyah (period of ignorance - before Islam) 

and we said: ‘O Messenger of Allaah! What about Ruqyah?’ He 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Let me see your Ruqyah. 

There is nothing wrong with Ar-Ruqaa (Pl. of Ruqyah) as long as 

it is not Shirk (association of others with Allaah).’”  [Muslim] 

 

The scholars are in consensus that it is permissible to use 

Ruqyah as mentioned earlier, provided that the belief should be 

that it will not have an effect except with the Will of Allaah. 

 

As for wearing something on one’s neck or tying it to any part of 

the body: If it is anything other than Qur’an then it is unlawful 

and is considered Shirk, as Imaam Ahmad (Rahimahullaah) 

mentioned in his Musnad that 'Imran ibn Hussain narrated that 

the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) saw a man 

wearing a bangle made of brass and he said: “What is that?” 

The man replied: “It is (to protect) from al-Waahinah (i.e. a type 

of illness that weakens the body).”  The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Remove it, for verily it will not increase 

you except in weakness and verily if you died while wearing it, 

you would never be successful.” 

 

Imaam Ahmad (Rahimahullaah) reported from ‘Uqbah ibn 

‘Aamir that it is Marfoo’ [attributed to the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 
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‘alayhi wa sallam)] which states: “Whoever hangs a charm (i.e. 

putting it on himself or others), may Allaah not fulfill (his 

objective) for him. And whoever hangs a seashell (i.e. putting it 

on himself or others), may Allaah not grant him peace and 

tranquility.” 

 

Imaam Ahmad also reported that ‘Uqbah ibn ‘Aamir narrated 

that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “He who 

wears (or hangs) a charm, has committed Shirk (polytheism).” 

[Ahmad] 

 

Reported Ahmad and Abu Dawoud on the authority of Ibn 

Mas’oud (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu): I heard Allaah’s Messenger 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) say: “Verily, Ruqaa, Tamaa’im 

(charms) and Tiwalah are Shirk.” 

 

This Hadeeth emphasizes that all Ruqaa are forms of Shirk, and 

every Tamaa’im (charm) is a form of Shirk and every Tiwalah is 

a form of Shirk. This generality has been given a specific 

exception only in regards to the Ruqaa. The Ruqaa was given a 

specific exclusion by the Prophet’s (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) statement: “There is nothing wrong with the Ruqaa as 

long as it is not a Shirk.” 

 

Tiwalah is something that the people make claiming that it will 

make the woman more beloved to her husband or the man to 

his wife. Even if what he/ she wears are verses of the Qur’an, it 

is still not permissible for three reasons: 

 

1)  All the Ahaadeeth about forbidding someone to wear charms 

are general and there are no exceptions. 
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2)  So as to not leave any room for excuses for wearing anything 

other than Qur’an. 

3)  Wearing such verses of the Qur’an will expose them to 

indecency if the person wearing it goes to relieve him/herself in 

the bathroom, or if one wears it while having sexual 

intercourse, etc. 

 

3) Writing the Qur’an on paper, then soaking the paper in water 

and giving it to the patient to drink 

 

In regards to writing a Surah or verses from the Qur’an on a 

board, clay or a book, then washing it with water or saffron, and 

drinking that water hoping for a blessing, or to gain beneficial 

knowledge, or earn money or have good health etc.: We do not 

know whether the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

ever did that for himself or for others. He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) never allowed his Companions to do it, nor did he 

give permission to his nation, although there were valid 

reasons to do so. 

Therefore, it is best to avoid such acts and instead practice the 

Ruqyah incantation with the Qur’an, Allaah’s Beautiful Names, 

the authentic Prophetic supplications and remembrances, and 

other statements that are clear with no sign of polytheism in 

them. This is in order to seek nearness to Allaah with what He 

has ordained and permitted, hoping for the reward and hoping 

that Allaah Almighty may grant him beneficial knowledge. 

Allaah will enrich and suffice anyone who uses what He has 

prescribed. [Fatawa of the Permanent Committee no. 1528] 
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It is quoted that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

used to recite the Ruqyah directly on a patient and blow onto 

his body, and that he used to ask Allaah’s protection for the 

sick and say: “I seek refuge in the perfect Words of Allaah for 

you from the evil of what He created.” 

 

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that a man who 

was stung by a scorpion was brought to the Prophet (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

said: “Had he said the following words:  

 

 أعيذك بكلمات هللا التامات من شر ما خلق 

 

‘I seek refuge in the Perfect Words of Allaah from the evil of 

what He created,’ he would not have been stung, or he said: ‘it 

would not have harmed him.’”  [Muslim] 

 

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to seek 

refuge with Allaah for Al-Hasan and Al-Husain and say: "Your 

forefather (i.e. Ibraaheem) used to seek refuge with Allaah for 

Ismaeel (Ishmael) and Ishaaq (Isaac) by reciting the following: 

 

ِة ِمن ُكلِّ َشْيطاٍن و مةأَُعوُذ بِكلماِت هللاِ التَّامَّ ة ، ومن ُكلِّ َعْيٍن ّلا َهامَّ  

 

'O Allaah! I seek refuge with Your Perfect Words from every 

devil and poisonous pest and from every evil, harmful, envious 

eye.'" [Al-Bukhaari] 

 

Abu Sa'eid al-Khudri (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) reported that 

Jibreel (Gabriel) (‘Alayhis-salaam) came to Allaah's Messenger 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and said: “O Muhammad, do 
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you have a complaint?” Thereupon he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) said: “Yes.” He (Jibreel) said: 

 

ْن َشرِّ ُكلِّ نَْفٍس أو َعْيِن َحاِسٍد ، هللا يَْشفِيك ، بسم هللا أَْرقِيكبِْسم هللا أَْرقَيك ، من ُكلِّ َشيٍء يُْؤِذيَك ، مِ   

 

"In the Name of Allaah, I recite Ruqyah to treat you from 

everything that may harm you and from the evil of every soul or 

eye of he who envies, may Allaah cure you. With the Name of 

Allaah, I recite Ruqyah for you." [Muslim] 

 

As for writing the Holy Qur’an on papers or plates or vessels 

then washing those and giving the water to the patient to drink, 

some of the scholars permitted it and said it was part of the 

Ruqyah. However, it is preferable, as previously mentioned, to 

recite the Qur’an directly on the patient or on the water which 

the patient can drink, and this is best as per evidence from the 

Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). Allaah knows best. 

[Fatawa of Shaikh Al-Fawzaan al-Muntaqa, part 1 pp. 72-73] 

4) Writing the Qur’an on a board, then washing it and drinking 

the water hoping it will increase knowledge or wealth 

 

Writing a chapter or verses of the Qur’an on a board, a plate or 

paper, then washing it with water or saffron or other than that, 

and drinking this hoping to receive blessing, knowledge, wealth 

or good health was not practiced by the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam), whether for himself or for others, nor did he 

permit any of his Companions or his nation to do it. None of his 

Companions performed such acts after him, nor did they give 

the permission for others to do so. 
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Therefore, it is better to avoid such acts and to use the Ruqyah 

that is prescribed in the Islamic law, i.e. by using Qur’an, 

Allaah’s Beautiful Names, and all the authentic invocations as 

well as any others which are understood and have no 

polytheism in them, in order to draw nearer to Allaah with what 

Allaah has ordained, and to ask Allaah to remove ones worries 

and to bless him with beneficial knowledge. And he who is 

sufficed with what Allaah has permitted, Allaah will make that 

sufficient for him. [Fatawa of the Permanent Committee no. 

1257]  

 

WEARING VERSES OF THE QUR’AN AND CARRYING THEM 

AROUND FOR PROTECTION 

  

1) Writing verses of the Qur’an and carrying them for protection 

 

According to the most correct point of view, the scholars stated 

that it is not permissible to write verses of the Qur’an and then 

hang them on people as charms, because the Qur’an has not 

been sent down for that purpose; whereas, it has been agreed 

that the Qur’an should be read over the afflicted and the sick 

person. It is not permissible to write verses of the Qur’an in the 

form of an amulet and then have the patient wear it, because 

there is no proof or evidence for doing that. In addition to this, it 

is a means of dishonoring the Qur’an. Moreover, that would 

open the door wide for ignorant people to write unacceptable 

things that are prohibited and contain polytheism. Therefore, it 

is best to leave that door closed and not allow even the Qur’an 

to be used for protection in that manner. It is forbidden to hang 
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the Qur’an [on something or someone] for protection from what 

harm could possibly happen, or for seeking to attain the love of 

others. This is not permissible (without any dispute among the 

scholars) as far as I know.” [Fatawa Shaikh Al-Fawzaan - Noor 

alad-Darb - part 1] 

 

2) Writing verses of the Qur’an and wearing them around the 

neck 

 

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Verily, ar-

Ruqaa, at-Tamaa’im (amulets) and at-Tiwalah are Shirk.” 

[Ahmad, Abu Dawoud, Ibn Maajah, Ibn Hibban and Al-‘Haakim] 

(At-Tiwalah is something that those (who use them) claim (believe) that it makes 

the woman more beloved to her husband and the husband to his wife.) 

 

‘Uqbah ibn ‘Aamir (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that the 

Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Whoever hangs 

a charm (i.e. puts it on himself or others), may Allaah not fulfill 

(his objective) for him. And whoever hangs a seashell (i.e. puts 

it on himself or others), may Allaah not grant him peace and 

tranquility.”  [Ahmad]  

 

‘Uqbah ibn ‘Aamir (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that the 

Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Whoever hangs 

a charm has committed Shirk (polytheism).”  [Ahmad] 

 

The Tamimah (amulet or charm) is what is tied on children or 

others to keep away the evil eye, the Jinn or sickness, and 

some people call it a Hirz (charm), (amulet) while others call it 

Jami’a. Tamaa’im (amulets) are of two types: 
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a)  One has the names of demons or contains bones or beads or 

nails, or alphabets, and these types are no doubt prohibited, as 

there are many proofs for that. It is a kind of minor Shirk 

(polytheism) according to the previous mentioned Ahaadeeth. It 

may even be major Shirk (polytheism) if the person wearing it 

believes that it (has the power and) will protect him and take 

away illness or drive away any danger without the Will of Allaah. 

 

b) The other type has verses of the Qur’an as well as Ahaadeeth 

or other acceptable supplications. The scholars have differed 

in opinion regarding this kind; some said it is permissible as it is 

similar to the permissible Ruqyah, while others said it is 

prohibited for the following two reasons: 

 

First: All Ahaadeeth state the prohibition of using amulets and 

charms and consider it Shirk (polytheism). One cannot make 

any exceptions to that unless there is legal evidence or an 

Islamic verdict which indicates that, and there is none in this 

case. 

 

With regards to Ruqaa or incantation, the authentic Ahaadeeth 

have indicated that if (Ruqyah) is done with the verses from the 

Qur’an and the authentic supplications, then it is permissible. 

This is as long as they are understood, (i.e. the meaning is 

clear) and one does not depend on them. One should believe 

that it is a means for curing, as the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “No harm with Ruqaa if there is no Shirk 

(associating others with Allaah).” [Muslim] The Prophet (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) himself performed Ruqyah and so did 

some of his Companions, and he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) said: “No spell is to be used except for the evil eye or a 
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scorpion sting” [Reported by Ahmad], and there are many  

other Ahaadeeth about it. 

As for the Tamaa’im or charms, there is no Hadeeth about 

making any exception for them; therefore, all are prohibited 

according to the general evidences. 

 

Second: One should leave no room for polytheism. This is a 

great matter in the religion, and if we make it legal to wear the 

Tamaa’im that use the verses of Qur’an and Ahaadeeth, there 

will be confusion between the permitted Tamaa’im and the 

illegal ones. Therefore, it is obligatory to close the door that 

leads to polytheism, and this is the correct statement as per the 

evidence. [Fatawa of Shaikh Ibn Baaz (Rahimahullaah)] 

 

3) Wearing amulets that contain Qur’an, and others 

 

The charms that some people hang on something or someone 

are of two types: 

 

a) That which is not Qur’an. 

b) That which is from the Qur’an; and the Salaf (righteous 

predecessors) have two different opinions: 

 

The first opinion is that it is not permissible to wear it. This is 

the opinion of Ibn Mas’oud, Ibn ‘Abbaas, Hudhaifah, ‘Uqbah ibn 

‘Aamir and Ibn ‘Ukaim (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhum). Others have 

also agreed with this opinion, such as the Companions of Ibn 

Mas’oud (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) and Ahmad. This opinion is 

based on what Imaam Ahmad as well as Abu Dawoud and 

others reported: that Ibn Mas’oud (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “I 
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heard the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) say: ‘Verily, 

the Ruqaa, the charms and the Tilawah are all Shirk 

(polytheism).’” 

 

Shaikh Abdul-Rahmaan ibn Hasan Aal ash-Shaikh 

(Rahimahullaah) said: “This is the correct statement for three 

reasons: 

 

First: The prohibition is general with no exceptions. 

Second: In order to stop all pretension as this may lead one to 

tie or hang something that is not Qur’an 

Third: If it is worn, then it will be exposed to indecency if the 

person wearing it goes to relieve him/herself in a bathroom or 

other places.” [Fat-h al-Majeed Sharh Kitaab at-Tawheed] 

 

The second opinion: It is permissible according to the 

statement of ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas (Radia-Allaahu 

‘anhu), as narrated by ‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha), and 

confirmed by Abu Ja’afar al-Baqer and Ahmad; because they 

interpreted the Hadeeth about the charms, that they are the 

ones that contain polytheism. [For more details refer to Fatawa 

Shaikh Ibn Baaz (Rahimahullaah)] 

 

As for the charms that carry things other than Qur’an, such as 

bones, spells, shells, wolf’s hair and other things: These have 

been prohibited and one is not allowed to tie them on a child or 

anyone else. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 

“If anyone ties a charm he has committed Shirk (polytheism).” 
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4) Joining the Ahaadeeth that have prohibited the Ruqaa and 

the ones that allow them 

 

The Ruqaa that have been prohibited are those that have Shirk 

(associating others with Allaah), or pleading to other than 

Allaah, or have words which meanings are not understood. As 

for the Ruqaa which are clear from all the aforementioned 

prohibitions, it is permissible and one of the greatest means of 

healing, as the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 

“No harm with Ruqaa if there is no Shirk (associating others 

with Allaah),” [Muslim] and he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

said: “He amongst you who is competent to do good to his 

brother should do that.” [Muslim] He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) also said: “No spell is to be used except for the evil eye 

or a scorpion sting.” This means that there is no healing better 

than using Ruqyah specifically in these two cases. The Prophet 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used Ruqyah to heal people 

and Ruqyah was used for him as well. 

 

The scholars have differed in opinion about tying the Ruqaa 

that contain words of the Qur’an on patients and children, 

(called Tamaa’im “dangling charms” and they are also called 

Huruz, and Jawame’), as to whether they are permissible or 

not. The truth is that they are all forbidden for the following two 

reasons: 

All the Ahaadeeth that were narrated about this subject are 

general and include the charms that contain Qur’an and other 

than the Qur’an. 

This is also in order to stop all pretension as this might lead to 

polytheism, i.e. if the charms containing Qur’an are permitted, 

they may be confused with others, and the door for polytheism 
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will be opened for hanging all types of charms. It is known that 

one of the greatest legal laws is to prevent (avoid) all means 

that lead to Shirk and sin.” [Fatawa Shaikh Ibn Baaz 

(Rahimahullaah)] 

 

5) Carrying the book of ‘Al-Hisn Al-Haseen’ and others for 

protection 

 

It is not permissible to believe in the books of “al-Hisn al-

Haseen” and “Hirz al-Josh” and “as-Sab’at Oqoud” as charms 

that protect. [Fatawa Shaikh Ibn Baaz (Rahimahullaah)] 

 

6) Specifying the following Surahs as saviors or safeguards: al-

Kahf, as-Sajdah, Ya-Seen, Fussilat, ad-Dukhan, al-Waqi’ah, al-

Hashr, and al-Mulk 

 

All the Surahs and Ayaat of the Qur’an are a healing for 

(diseases in) the hearts, as well as a guidance and mercy for 

the believers. The entire Qur’an is a savior; the one who 

adheres to it is guided against disbelief, going astray and a 

painful torment. 

 

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) showed with his 

actions, utterances and approval, that Ruqyah is permissible, 

but it is not quoted that he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

specified the above eight mentioned Surahs to be saviors. He 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to seek refuge with Surat 

al-Ikhlas and the Mua’awwidhat i.e., Surat al-Falaq and Surat 

an-Naas. Before going to sleep, he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) used to recite each of them three times and he would 
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blow into his hands after each time. Then he (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) would rub his face and whatever parts of his 

body that he was able to reach.  

‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) narrated: “Whenever the Prophet 

went to bed at night, he used to cup his hands together and 

blow over them after reciting Surat al-Ikhlas, Surat al-Falaq and 

Surat an-Naas. Then he would rub his hands over whatever 

parts of his body he was able to rub, starting with his head, face 

and front of his body. He used to do that three times.” [Al-

Bukhaari] 

 

Abu Sa’eid al-Khudri (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) recited Surat al-

Fatihah as a Ruqyah for the leader of the disbelievers’ tribe. 

Abu Sa'eid al-Khudri (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) reported: “We 

landed at a place where a woman came to us and said: ‘A 

scorpion has bitten the chief of the tribe. Is there any incantator 

amongst you?’ A person amongst us stood up (and went with 

her). We had no idea that he had been a good incantator but he 

practiced incantation with the help of Surat al-Fatihah and he 

(the chief) was cured. They gave him a flock of sheep and 

served us milk. We said (to him): ‘Are you a good incantator?’ 

Thereupon he said: ‘I did not do it but by the help of Surat al-

Fatihah.’ We said: ‘Do not drive (these goats) until we go to 

Allaah's Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and ask 

[whether it is permissible to accept (this reward for 

incantation)].’ So we came to Allaah's Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) and mentioned that to him, whereupon he 

said: ‘How did you come to know that this (Surat al-Fatihah) 

could be used as an incantation? Distribute them (the sheep) 

(amongst those who had been present there with him) and 

allocate a share for me also.’”  [Al-Bukhaari and Muslim] 



 60 

He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) approved of his 

Companion’s action. He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) also 

approved of reciting Ayat al-Kursiy when getting ready for 

sleep and whoever recites it, the Shaytaan will not come close 

to him that night, according to the following Hadeeth: 

 

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated: “The Messenger 

of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) deputed me to keep 

Sadaqaat (al-Fitr) of Ramadaan. Someone came and started 

taking handfuls of the foodstuff (of the Sadaqah) (stealthily). I 

took hold of him and said: ‘By Allaah, I will take you to the 

Messenger of Allaah.’ He said: ‘I have many dependents, and I 

am in great need.’ I released him, and in the morning the 

Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) asked 

me: ‘What did your prisoner do yesterday?’ I said: ‘O 

Messenger of Allaah! The person complained of being needy 

and of having many dependents, so, I pitied him and let him go.’ 

The Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 

‘Indeed, he told you a lie and he will be coming again.’ I 

believed that he would show up again as the Messenger of 

Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) had told me that he 

would return. So, I waited for him watchfully. When he (showed 

up and) started stealing handfuls of foodstuff, I caught hold of 

him again and said: ‘I will definitely take you to the Messenger 

of Allaah.’ He said: ‘Leave me, for I am very needy and have 

many dependents. I promise I will not come back again.’ I pitied 

him and let him go. In the morning the Messenger of Allaah 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) asked me: ‘What did your 

prisoner do.’ I replied: ‘O Messenger of Allaah! He complained 

of his great need and of too many dependents, so I took pity on 
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him and set him free.’ The Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Verily, he told you a lie and he will 

return.’ I waited for him attentively for the third time, and when 

he (came and) started stealing handfuls of the foodstuff, I 

caught hold of him and said: ‘I will surely take you to Allaah's 

Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) as it is the third 

time you came after you promised not to return, yet you broke 

your promise and came.’ He said: ‘(Forgive me and) I will teach 

you some words with which Allaah will benefit you.’ I asked: 

‘What are they?’ He replied: ‘Whenever you go to bed, recite 

Ayat al-Kursiy (2:255) 'Allaahu la ilaaha illa huwa-l-Haiyy-ul 

Qaiyum' till you finish the whole verse. (If you do so), Allaah will 

appoint a guard for you who will stay with you and no Satan will 

come near you till morning.’ So, I released him. In the morning, 

Allaah's Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) asked: 

‘What did your prisoner do yesterday?’ I replied: ‘He claimed 

that he would teach me some words by which Allaah will benefit 

me, so I let him go.’ Allaah's Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) asked: ‘What are they?’ I replied: ‘He said to me: 

'Whenever you go to bed, recite Ayat al-Kursiy from the 

beginning to the end’ ---- Allaahu la ilaaha illa huwal-Haiyy-ul-

Qaiyum…...' He further said to me: '(If you do so), Allaah will 

appoint a guard for you who will stay with you, and no Satan will 

come near you till morning.' (Abu Hurairah or another sub-

narrator) added that they (the Companions) were very keen to 

do good deeds. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

said: ‘He really spoke the truth, although he is an absolute liar. 

Do you know who you were talking to these three nights, O Abu 

Hurairah?’ Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: ‘No.’ He 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘It was Satan.’” [Al-

Bukhaari] 
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The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) approved of 

reciting Ayat al-Kursiy before going to bed and he who recites it 

will be protected from the devil that night. [Reported by Al-

Bukhaari]  

 

So whoever specifies the mentioned Surahs as the saviors is an 

ignorant innovator. Whoever groups them in such sequence 

and separates them from the remaining Surahs of the Qur’an 

seeking protection or blessing, has done much wrong, as he 

has rearranged the Surahs of the Qur’an, the one put together 

by the Companions in the era of ‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu 

‘anhu). He has abandoned the remaining Surahs of the Qur’an 

and specified only a part which was not specified by the 

Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) nor by 

any of his Companions. 

Therefore, such an act should be prevented and copies of such 

should be destroyed in order to disprove the wrong-doing and 

to eliminate it. [Fatawa of the Permanent Committee of Ifta’ no. 

1260] 

 

7) Reading Qur’an over Zamzam water 

 

It was reported that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) drank from Zamzam water and he used to carry it, and 

encouraged people to drink it. 

 

Ibn 'Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrated that the Prophet 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Zamzam water is for 

what intention it was drunk.” [Ibn Maajah] 
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Ibn 'Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrated that the 

Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) came to 

the drinking place and asked for water. Al-'Abbaas (Radia-

Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “O Fadl! Go to your mother and bring a 

drink from her for Allaah’s Messenger.” Allaah’s Messenger 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Give me water to drink.” 

Al-'Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “O Allaah’s Messenger! 

The people put their hands in it.” Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) again said: “Give me water to drink.” 

So, he drank from that water and then went to the Zamzam 

(well) and there the people were offering water to the others 

and working at it (drawing water from the well). The Prophet 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) then said to them: “Carry on! 

You are doing a good deed.” Then he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) said: “Were I not afraid that other people would 

compete with you (in drawing water from Zamzam), I would 

certainly take the rope and put it over this (i.e. his shoulder) (to 

draw water).” On saying that, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) pointed to his shoulder. [Al-Bukhaari] 

 

Ibn 'Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrated that the Prophet 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Zamzam water is for 

what intention it was drunk. So if you drink it seeking healing, 

then Allaah will cure you; and if you drink it to get full, then 

Allaah will satiate you, and if you drink it to quench your thirst, 

then Allaah will quench your thirst and it is the Hazmah of 

Jibreel (i.e. he struck it with his leg, so the place was lowered 

and water gushed forth), and the drink of Ismaeel.” [Al-‘Haakim 

and ad-Daar al-Qutni] 

 



 64 

'Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) said that she used to carry 

Zamzam water and that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) also carried it with him. [At-Tirmidhi and authenticated 

by Al-Albaani in As-Silsilah as-Saheeha no. 883] 

 

Though there is doubt in the authenticity of some of these 

Ahaadeeth, the scholars have corrected and authenticated 

them. The Companions have acted according to them and 

people have continued to act upon them till this day. This 

confirms what Muslim reported regarding what the Prophet 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said about Zamzam: “It is 

blessed and it is the food” and Abu Dawoud added to the 

Hadeeth: “and it is a cure for any illness.” 

 

It has not been proven that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) recited Qur’an on Zamzam  water for any of his 

Companions to drink, nor did he wipe his body with it for any 

reason, hoping to cure him from an ailment, although he was 

blessed and of high rank and he was keen on doing good for his 

people. Also, he repeatedly went to Zamzam (well) before his 

migration to Madinah, and during his ‘Umrah (minor pilgrimage) 

and Hajj after migration. It was not affirmed that he guided his 

Companions to read over the water so that they could use it to 

cure themselves as they did with other water, in spite of its 

blessing according to the aforementioned Ahaadeeth 

(Prophetic narrations). [Fatawa of the Permanent Committee of 

Ifta’ no. 1515]  
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SAYING “ALLAAH HAS SPOKEN THE TRUTH”, KISSING 

THE QUR’AN AND OTHER ISSUES 

 

1) Saying “Sadaqa-Allaahul-‘Adheem” (i.e., Allaah has spoken 

the Truth) after having finished reading 

 

This is an innovation, because neither the Prophet (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), nor the rightly-guided Caliphs, nor 

the Companions (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhum) nor any of the scholars 

of our ancestors (Rahimahumullaah) said it, although they used 

to recite the Qur’an profusely and were very keen to learn it. 

Hence, saying it after finishing the recitation of the Qur’an is an 

innovation. 

 

As affirmed by Allaah's Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam): “He who innovates things in our affairs for which there 

is no valid reason, commits sin; these are to be rejected” 

[Muslim], and in another version: “He who did any act, for which 

there is no sanction from our behalf, is to be rejected.” 

 

However, if someone says it at times when a verse is recited or 

when he contemplates on a verse and finds that that verse has 

a clear impact on him, it is permissible to say: “Allaah has said 

the Truth.” Allaah Almighty said:   

ٌٌقُۡلٌ ق  د  ٌۗۡص  ُ ٌْف ٌٌٱللَّ ٌٌٱتَّبُِعوا ٌِمن  ن  اٌَك  و م   ٌ نِيٗفا ٌح  َٰهِيم  ٌإِبۡر   ٩٥ٌٱلُۡمۡۡشِكِيٌ ِملَّة 
“Say [O Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)]: ‘Allaah has 

spoken the truth; follow the religion of Ibraaheem (Abraham).’” 

 

 [Al-'Imran 3:95] 
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And He, Almighty said (interpretation of the meaning): “And who is truer 

in statement than Allaah?” [An-Nisaa’ 4:87] 

 

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The best of 

speech is the Book of Allaah.” [Muslim] Saying “Allaah has said 

the truth” on some occasions, if it is needed, such as when 

something happens which Allaah has warned about, is allowed. 

 

To consider “Allaah has spoken the truth” as a part of the 

verdicts of the recital is something that has not been proven 

correct, and continuously performing it is an innovation. What 

has been quoted is to seek refuge in Allaah before reciting. 

Allaah Almighty said: 

 

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to seek 

refuge in Allaah from Satan at the commencement of his recital 

of the Qur’an by saying: “In the Name of Allaah, Most Gracious, 

Most Merciful”, at the beginning of each Surah except Surat 

Bara’a (chapter 9). Moreover, when he concluded his recital he 

did not say: “Allaah has spoken the Truth” or any other specific 

Dhikr (remembrance). [Fatawa of Shaikh Al-Fawzaan - Noor 

alad-Darb - part 3] 

 

 

ٌٌف إِذ ا ت 
ۡ
أ ٌٌِۡست عِذٌۡٱف ٌٌنٌ لُۡقۡرء اٱق ر  ٌِٱب ٌٌللَّ َٰنٌِٱِمن  ۡيط   ٩٨ٌٌلرَِّجيمٌِٱٌلشَّ

“So when you want to recite the Qur'an, seek refuge with Allaah 

from Shaytaan (Satan), the outcast (the cursed one).” 

  

[An-Nahl 16:98] 
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2) Kissing the Qur’an before and after reciting it 

 

There is no proof for the legitimacy of kissing the Qur’an. It has 

been sent for reciting, contemplating over its verses and acting 

upon it. [Fatawa of the Permanent Committee of Ifta' no. 8852] 

 

3) Washing the hands after reciting the Qur’an 

 

It is not prescribed to wash one’s hands after reciting the 

Qur’an, whether in the basin, or the bathroom. [Fatawa of the 

Permanent Committee of Ifta' no. 9410] 
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