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Yazeed ibn Umairah said: 
“When death attended 

Mu’adh ibn Jabal (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu), 
it was said to him: ‘0 Abu ‘Ab-

dur-Rahman, advise us.’ He 
said: ‘Sit me up.’ So he said: 

‘Indeed, knowledge and faith 
are at their place, whoever 

desires them shall find them.’ 
He said that three times.”
 [Authenticated by Al-Albaani in 
Saheeh At-Tirmidhi no. 3804]
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IntroductIon

Allaah (Ta’ala)’s affirmed Attributes are divided 
into two categories - those that relate to His Self 
(Essence) and those that relate to His Actions. As 
for the Attributes of His Self, Allaah has been and 
continues to be described by them. Examples of 
such Attributes are Knowledge, Ability, Hearing, 
Sight, All-Mightiness, Wisdom, Loftiness, and 
Greatness. Also within this category are His fea-
tures, such as His Face, His Hands, and His Eyes. 
Attributes that involve His Actions are linked to 
His Will; if He wills, He performs these Actions; 
and if He wills, He does not perform these Ac-
tions. Two examples of such Attributes are His 
rising above His Throne, and His descending to 
the lowest heaven.

Shaikh Muhammad Khaleel Harras said: “The 
Attribute of Love is among the attributes that 
are related to His Actions which are linked to His 
Will. He loves certain people, deeds, and man-
ners over others according to His utmost wisdom. 
Al-Ash’ari and Mu’tazilah sects negate the At-
tribute of Love as belonging to Allaah, claiming 
that it involves deficiency, because the love of 
a creature means his inclination towards what 
suits him or what he rejoices in. Similarly, they 
interpret the Attributes of Pleasure, Anger, Ha-
tred, and Wrath with the will of reward and pun-
ishment. 

As for the Ash’ari people, they refer to it or inter-
pret it with the Attribute of Will, saying: ‘The love 
of Allaah for His slave means His Will to honor 
and reward His slave.’

Since the Mu’tazili people do not affirm the Will 
of Allaah, they interpret His Love as being the 
reward itself, which Allaah affirmed for those 
people. 

Ahl Al-Haqq (the People of the Truth) affirm the 
Attribute of Love as being a true Attribute of  
Allaah in a way that suits His Majesty. Therefore, 
it does not entail any deficiency or resemblance 
to the creation. They also affirm what this Love 
necessitates of His Will to honor whom He loves 
and reward him. 

How would those who deny the Attribute of Love 
explain the statement of Allaah’s Messenger (Sal-

la-Allaahu ‘Alayhi wa sallam) in the Hadeeth narrated 
by Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu): “If Allaah loves 
a person, He calls Jibreel (Gabriel) saying: ‘Allaah 
loves so-and-so, O Jibreel love him.’ So Jibreel 
would love him and then Jibreel would make an 
announcement in the heavens: ‘Allaah has loved 
so-and-so, therefore you should love him also.’ 
So all the dwellers of the heavens would love 
him, and then he is granted the pleasure of the 
people on earth.” [Al-Bukhaari no. 7485].” [Sharh 
Al-Aqeedah Al-Wasitiyyah]

EvIdEncEs from thE Qur’an for 
thE attrIbutE of LovE 

1  Allaah (Ta’ala) loves those who do good, He 
(Ta’ala) says in Surat Al-Baqarah [2:195]:

“…and do good. Truly, Allaah loves Al-Muhsinun 
(the good-doers).”
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2  Allaah (Ta’ala) loves Al-Muttaqeen (the 
pious), as He (Ta’ala) says in Surat At-Taw-

bah [9:7]:

“Verily, Allaah loves Al-Muttaqun (the pious).”

3  Allaah (Ta’ala) loves those who repent to 
Him and purify themselves, as He (Ta’ala) 

says in Surat Al-Baqarah [2:222]:

“Truly, Allaah loves those who turn unto Him in 
repentance and loves those who purify them-

selves.”

4  Allaah (Ta’ala) loves those who are just, as 
He (Ta’ala) says in Surat Al-Maa’idah [5:42]:

“Verily, Allaah loves those who act justly.”

5  Allaah (Ta’ala) loves those who are  
patient, as He (Ta’ala) says in Surat Aal-’Im-

ran [3:146]:

“And Allaah loves As-Sabirin (the patient ones, 
etc.).”

6  Allaah (Ta’ala) loves those who put their 
trust in Him (Al-Mutawakkileen) as He 

(Ta’ala) says in Surat Aal-‘Imran [3:159]:

“Certainly, Allaah loves those who put their 
trust (in Him).”

7  Allaah (Ta’ala) loves those who fight for His 
sake in ranks, as He (Ta’ala) says in Surat As-

Saff [61:4]:

“Verily, Allaah loves those who fight in His Cause 
in rows (ranks) as if they were a solid structure.”

8  Allaah (Ta’ala) also says in Surat Al-
Maa’idah [5:54]:

“Allaah will bring a people whom He will love 
and they will love Him.”

EvIdEncEs from thE sunnah for 
thE attrIbutE of LovE

1  It is narrated from Abu Hurairah (Radia- 
Allaahu ‘anhu) that the Messenger of Allaah 

(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Two words which 
are light on the tongue but they are heavy in the 
Balance and are beloved to the Most Merciful: 
Subhaan Allaahi wa bihamdihi, Subhaan Allaah 
il-’Adheem (Glory and praise be to Allaah, glory 
be to Allaah the All-Mighty).” [Al-Bukhaari no. 
6682] 

2  It is narrated that Samurah ibn Jundub (Ra-
dia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said that the Messenger of 

Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The most 
beloved of speech to Allaah is four (phrases): Sub-
haan Allaah, wal-hamdu lillaahi, wa laa ilaaha il-
la-Allaahu wa Allaahu Akbar (Glory be to Allaah, 
praise be to Allaah, there is no god except Allaah, 
and Allaah is the Most Great). And it does not 
matter which of them you start with.” [Muslim no. 
2137]

3  The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said 
to Ashajj ‘Abd al-Qays (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu): 

“You have two characteristics which Allaah loves; 
patience and deliberation.” [Muslim no. 17c]

4  It is narrated from ‘Ubaadah ibn as-Saamit 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) that the Prophet (Salla- 

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Whoever loves to 
meet Allaah, Allaah loves to meet him; whoever 
hates to meet Allaah, Allaah hates to meet him.” 
[Muslim no. 2683a]

thE mEans of LovIng aLLaah and 
attaInIng thE LovE of aLLaah 

1  Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said in 
‘Sharh al-Aqeedah al-Wasitiyyah’: “(The) 

Love that every human being seeks is a natural 
disposition which Allaah created man with, and 
no one has any control over it. From among the 
means which make one love Allaah is to look at 
Who created him and provided him with bless-
ings from the time he was in the womb of his 
mother and Who made blood flow in his veins 
before descending to the earth. It is Allaah Who 
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has favored him with all that. He (Ta’ala) was the 
One Who repelled harm from him. How many 
times does one see a calamity that could destroy 
him, and Allaah removes it from him? Undoubt-
edly, this brings about love for Allaah (Ta’ala). 

If someone is given a pen as a gift, he would love 
the giver of the gift. If this is the case with hu-
mans, then look at Allaah’s great and abundant 
blessings upon you which cannot be enumerated. 
Then you would love Allaah.

So, if a blessing comes while you are in dire need 
of it, you will find your heart is expanded and 
full of love for the one who has given it to you, 
contrary to the continuous blessings. You’ll re-
member all these blessings and favors that  
Allaah has bestowed upon you, and will also re-
member that Allaah has favored you over many 
of His believing servants. If Allaah has bestowed 
knowledge upon you, then He has favored you 
with knowledge, or with worship, or with wealth; 
or if He bestowed family upon you, then He fa-
vored you with family or provision. There is no 
blessing but there is another blessing under it. 
Accordingly, if you have seen this great blessing 
(and favor), you will thank Allaah and love Him.

2  From the means of loving Allaah is to love 
what Allaah loves of utterances, actions 

of the limbs and the heart. To love what Allaah 
loves makes you love Allaah. This is because  
Allaah will recompense you for that by putting 
His Love in your heart. So you love Allaah if you 
perform what He loves and love whom He loves. 
The difference between the two is clear; the lat-
ter is to love those whom Allaah loves and the 
former is to love what He loves of deeds. So you 
love Prophet Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam), you love Ibraheem [Abraham (‘Alayhis-salam)], 
you love Musa [Moses (‘Alayhis-salam)] and ‘Eesa 
[Jesus (‘Alayhis-salam)] and the other Prophets.  
You love As-Siddiqeen (the most truthful peo-
ple) such as Abu Bakr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) and the 
martyrs, and others whom Allaah loves. All this 
brings forth love of Allaah and it is all from the 
impacts of Allaah’s Love. So it is a means and an 
impact.

3  To remember Allaah profusely, such that 
He (Ta’ala) is always on your mind (thoughts 

of Him) -to an extent that whenever you witness 
something, you take it as a proof, which indicates 
to Him that your heart is occupied with Allaah 
and is turning away from other than Him. This 
will cause you to love Allaah (Ta’ala). 

These three means are from among the strongest 

means of loving Allaah (Ta’ala).” [End quote]
The Believer’s Attitude in regards to the 

Impact of Belief in this Attribute of Allaah  

1  It is mentioned in the Qur’an and Sunnah 
that Allaah, the Exalted, loves certain deeds 

and words, and some of His creation who have 
certain characteristics that He has stated that He 
loves. He told us that so that we might strive to 
attain these characteristics, do the deeds that He 
loves and utter those words. Thus He will love 
us.

a) For example, Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat 
Al-Baqarah [2:195]:

“…and do good. Truly, Allaah loves Al-Muhsinun 
(the good-doers).”

Allaah commands with Ihsaan (doing good) gen-
erally in everything, and to be keen to do good. 
In obligatory expenditure especially, one should 
spend and not withhold and be moderate be-
tween stinginess and extravagance. 

“Verily, Allaah loves the good doer” is a justifi-
cation for the command with Ihsaan. For if one 
knows that Ihsaan brings forth the love of 
Allaah, he will hasten and be keen to obey and 
carry out the command of Allaah.

b) Allaah loves the pious and those who keep 
their duties to Allaah and fear Him in every 
matter, such as not revoking the covenants. 
Allaah (Ta’ala) mentions in Surat At-Tawbah 
[9:7]:

“Verily, Allaah loves Al-Muttaqun (the pious)”

This entails having Taqwa of Allaah (Ta’ala). One 
should not fear people or any creature such 
that if they are present, one would feel shy to-
wards them and abandon sins and if they are not 
present one would not abandon sins. Taqwa is 
to keep one’s duty to Allaah without giving ex-
cessive concern to the people or fearing them. 
Therefore, reform that what is between you and 
Allaah, and Allaah will reform that what is be-
tween you and the people. Do what is required 
from you by the Shar’ and you will be given a 
good end.

c) Allaah (Ta’ala) loves those who repent to Him 
and those who purify themselves. This re-
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quires the slave to return to Allaah in repent-
ance profusely with his heart and in his state. 
Merely saying: “I repent to Allaah” does not 
benefit a person unless he says the statement 
while resolving to quit the sin immediately, 
sincerely for the sake of Allaah, and while 
feeling remorse, in order to attain Allaah’s 
Love. 

Allaah loves those who purify themselves. 
When one washes his clothes of impurities, he 
feels that Allaah loves him, because Allaah loves 
Al-Mutatahhireen. When one performs Wudu’, he 
feels that Allaah loves him. When he performs 
Ghusl (ritual bath), he feels that Allaah loves him, 
because Allaah loves Al-Mutatahhireen, and so 
forth. Many people are heedless of these mean-
ings and feelings which are a means of bringing 
one closer to Allaah and attaining Allaah’s Love. 

If one’s garment is contaminated with a drop of 
urine or any impurity and he remembers that 
washing his garment from that impurity results 
in Allaah’s Love for him, he will attain abundant 
good. However, many people are heedless.

d) Allaah (Ta’ala) loves those who are just, as He 
(Ta’ala) says in Surat Al-Hujuraat [49:9]:

“Verily! Allaah loves those who are equitable.”

This requires the slave to be keen to be just in all 
his affairs.

2  All the actions, attitudes, and words that 
Allaah loves are those which were brought 

by the Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) or 
were part of his character. Hence, Allaah stated 
in a comprehensive verse that the way to earn 
His Love is to follow the Messenger (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam). In Surat Aal-‘Imran [3:31], Allaah 
(Ta’ala) says:

“Say [O Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
to mankind)]: ‘If you (really) love Allaah then 

follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism, fol-
low the Qur’an and the Sunnah), Allaah will love 

you.’”

In this verse, Allaah (Ta’ala) states a condition to 
earn His Love, which is to follow His Messen-
ger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). This should make 
one very keen to exert his utmost to pursue the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) by following 
his footsteps and to not deviate from it, nor fall 
short or exceed the limit, nor be negligent. This 
feeling will protect one from committing innova-
tions in the Religion, from falling short as well as 
being excessive. This will have an effect on one’s 
attitude, manners, conduct, and worship.

3  The people of Bid’ah (innovation) deny the 
Love of Allaah, claiming that love should 

be between two homogeneous (similar) things, 
never between a Lord and a creature. However, 
Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “This 
claim cannot be accepted because love can hap-
pen between two non-homogeneous things, for 
example, a person has an old watch which has 
never given him a hard time by requiring mainte-
nance or repair. We find that he loves it. And he 
has another watch which needs repair almost all 
the time, so he hates it. We see that animals are 
liked by humans and animals like their owners. 
We thus affirm the Love of Allaah between Him 
and His servants.” [End quote- Sharh Al-‘Aqeed-
ah Al-Wasitiyyah] 

Sources:
1.	 Sharh	 Al-Aqeedah	 Al-Wasitiyyah	 by	 Shaikh	 Ibn	

‘Uthaimeen
2.	 Sharh	 Al-Aqeedah	 Al-Wasitiyyah	 by	 Shaikh	 Khalil	

Al-Harras
3.	 Belief	in	Allaah	by	Shaikh	‘Umar	Al-Ashqar
4.	 Al-Qawaaid	Al-Muthla	Fee	Sifaat	Allaah	and	His	Names	

by	Shaikh	Ibn	‘Uthaimeen
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Whoever reads about the beautiful charac-
teristics of the best of creation and the bi-
ography of the master of the former genera-
tions and the latter, the most perfect servant 
of Allaah in worship, the purest and most 
noble in conduct, the best in soul, the best 
in treatment to others, and the greatest in 
knowledge about Allaah (Azza wa Jall) - the 
Prophet Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-

lam) - there is no doubt that longing to see 
the owner of these characteristics becomes 
great in one’s heart, just as one’s love for him 
becomes great. 

It is reported in Saheeh Muslim that Abu 
Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ’anhu) narrated that 
the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“Among the most beloved of my Ummah to 
me are people who will come after me, one 
of whom would wish to have seen me, even 
at the expense of his family and his wealth.” 
[Muslim, no. 2832] 

This means that he would put his family and 
wealth forward for the sake of seeing the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), out of his 
intense Shawq (longing) and great desire to 
see him. Undoubtedly, this feeling should be 
established in the heart of the Muslim in ad-
dition to the Shawq of seeing him and meet-
ing with him in the Delightful Paradise. 

This should not be mere wishes or false talk, 
as in the case of some of the deviated sects 

who make baseless, false claims which lead 
them to superstitions, innovations, and mis-
guidance. Rather, this Shawq should be a 
motivation for one to: 
a) Take the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-

lam) as his example and follow his way 
(Sunnah) 

b) Remember him much 
c) Read his Ahadeeth (narrations)
d) Send Salaat upon him profusely 

Therefore, when one of the Companions asked 
of him: “I ask to be with you in Paradise.” He 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Is there an-
ything else?” He said: “That is all.” He (Salla- 

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Help me to do that 
for you by prostrating a great deal.” [Muslim] 

Meaning, adhere to the obedience of Allaah 
and His worship. The matter is not solely a 
wish, rather it is a belief established in the 
heart that is proven by actions. 

Ibn Al-Qayyim (Rahimahullaah) said: “Whenev-
er the slave increases in the remembrance of 
his beloved one and keeps him present in his 
heart, and he remembers his good character-
istics which bring forth his love; his love and 
longing for him will increase until it domi-
nates his heart. And if he turns away from 
the remembrance of him and his good char-
acteristics in his heart, his love for him will 
decrease....” [End quote - Jalaa’ al-Afhaam] 
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Remembering the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) is accomplished by the following: 

a) Remembering his merits, good characteris-
tics, and noble attributes. 

b)  Remembering his manners, Sunnah, and  
biography.

c) Striving to adhere to his authentic narrations. 
d) Following the way of the Sahabah, who are 

just, upright, and the best generation, and 
taking from them what they said about him 
and his characteristics. 

One should not transgress the limits with him 
by excessiveness nor neglect; rather, one should 
be moderate. Violating the rights of the Proph-
et (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and having aversion 
to him is blameworthy, and this aversion takes 
many forms and aspects, such as the following: 

1  Weak love for the Prophet Muhammad (Sal-
la-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) in one’s heart and 

preceding the love of this perishable world and 
false desires over his love. 

He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “By Him in 
Whose Hand is my soul, none of you will have 
faith till he loves me more than his father, his 
children, and all mankind.” [Al-Bukhaari and 
Muslim] 

In another narration reported by Al-Bukhaari, 
He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said to ‘Umar (Ra-

dia-Allaahu ’anhu): “You will not have complete faith 
till I am dearer to you than your own self.” 

In order for one to know the scale of his love for 
the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), he should 
examine himself in light of Allaah’s Statement in 
Surat Aal-Imran [3:31]: 

“Say (O Muhammad to mankind): ‘If you (real-
ly) love Allaah then follow me (i.e. accept Is-

lamic Monotheism, follow the Qur’an and the 
Sunnah), Allaah will love you and forgive you 
of your sins. And Allaah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful.’” 

2  Turning away from his Sunnah, his clear 
proofs, and his guidance, by being occupied 

with false theologies, corrupted desires and the 
like. 

3  Lack of respect for the narrations of the 
Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam), such that when his noble words and 

narrations are mentioned in some assemblies, 
they are received without regard. Rather, they 
are received with objections; with saying, “Why, 
how come, but, etc.” and so forth. Where is the 
magnification and honor for this noble Prophet, 
whom Allaah (Ta’ala) said in Surat an-Najm [53:3-
4]: 

“Nor does he speak of (his own) desire.”

”It is only an Inspiration that is inspired.”

4  Turning away from reading his blessed bi-
ography and his noble manners, attributes, 

characteristics and stories; for his is the purest 
biography because it is about the master of the 
sons of Adam. There are from among people who 
turn away from this glorified Seerah (biography) 
by being occupied with reading the biographies 
of insignificant, unworthy people who have no 
value or effect on the Muslim nation and its pro-
gress. They read the biographies of those who 
have no share of reward in the Hereafter with 
Allaah, such that hours are wasted in reading 
about them, whilst they are completely heedless 
and averse towards the biography of the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). Undoubtedly, this is a 
form of breach of his right, and lack of knowl-
edge of his value and status. 

5  One of the most grievous forms of breach 
is performing Bid’ah (innovations), magni-

fying them, defending them, and bringing proofs 
for them, whilst on the other hand turning away 
from what he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) has 
brought. He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “He 
who does not follow my Sunnah (legal ways) in 
religion is not from me (not one of my followers).” 
[Al-Bukhaari no. 5063] 

And he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) also said: “If 
someone innovates something which is not pres-
ent in our religion (of Islamic Monotheism), then 
that thing will be rejected.” [Al-Bukhaari no. 
2697] 

Whenever he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to 
give a Khutbah (sermon) on Friday, he (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) used to say: “...The best of speech is 
the Book of Allaah, the best guidance is the guid-
ance of Muhammad, and the worst of matters are 
those which are newly invented, and every inno-
vation is a going astray..” [Muslim no. 967] 

6  Not taking care of sending Salaat (prayers) 
and Salaam upon him, especially when he 

is mentioned. 
He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The miser is 
the one in whose presence I am mentioned but 
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he does not supplicate for me.” [Authenticated by 
Al-Albaani in Al-Irwa’a] 

And the Statement of Allaah (Ta’ala) in Surat al-
Ahzaab [33:56] is sufficient for us in this regard: 

“Allaah sends His Salaat (Graces, Honors, Bless-
ings, Mercy, etc.) on the Prophet (Muhammad) 
and also His angels too (ask Allaah to bless and 
forgive him). O you who believe! Send your Sa-
laat on (ask Allaah to bless) him (Muhammad), 

and (you should) greet (salute) him with the Is-
lamic way of greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salamu 

‘Alaikum).”

7  From among the forms of violating the 
rights of our Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alay-

hi wa sallam) is diminishing the status of his noble 
Companions, and their followers, and the Im-
aams of truth from among the bearers of the 
Sunnah and the supporters of the religion of  
Allaah. 

Reducing the status of all these is considered a 
form of breach of the rights of the Prophet (Sal-

la-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). 

Source: 
Ash-Shawq	Ilaa	Ro’yat	an-Nabiyy	[Longing	to	see	the	

Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)] 
by	Shaikh	‘Abdur-Razzaq	al-Badr	

[The statement of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alay-

hi wa sallam) to him If the hypocrites want that 
you should take off a shirt[[ 

‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) narrated that the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “O ‘Uth-
maan! Indeed Allaah may give you a shirt, and if 
they (the hypocrites) wish that you take it off, do 
not take it off for them.” [At-Tirmidhi no. 3705, 
and Al-Albaani graded it Saheeh] 

In this Hadeeth, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) advises ‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) not to 
listen to the rebellions who were trying to isolate 
him from the Caliphate. Therefore, he refused 

their request, accepting the advice of the Proph-
et (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). In this Hadeeth, the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) resembled the 
Caliphate to a shirt which one wears. Therefore, 
he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “If they try to 
isolate you, do not take it off,” i.e. do not respond 
to them, you are on the Truth and they are on 
falsehood and confused by doubts and Fitnah. 

In this Hadeeth, there is emphasis on the merits 
of ‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) and encourage-
ment not to listen to the call of the wrongdoers. 
Also, the Hadeeth is a clear miracle of the Proph-
et (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and an evidence of 
the truth of his Prophethood because he had in-
formed of something that would happen of Fit-

‘Uthmaan 
ibn ‘Affaan

ِ ۚ يَا أَيَُّها الَِّذيَن  إِنَّ اللَّهَ َوَمََلِئَكتَهُ يَُصلُّوَن َعلَى النَّبِي 
 آَمنُوا َصلُّوا َعَلْيِه َوَسل ُِموا تَْسِليًما

 

 تَ ي  ل  صَ  او على آل محمد كم د  م  حَ على م   اللهم َصل   
مجيد ميد  حَ  كَ إن   إبراهيمَ  و على آل   على إبراهيمَ   

ك ت  ك  ار  و ب   على محمد و على آل محمد كما ب ار 
مجيد ك حميد  إن   إبراهيم   على آل  و على إبراهيم    
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nah and it happened as he had mentioned. 
Ibn Maajah reported the Hadeeth on the au-
thority of ‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) in which 
she narrated that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “O ‘Uthmaan, if Allaah 
places you in authority over this matter (as the 
Caliph) someday and the hypocrites want to 
rid you of this garment with which Allaah has 
clothed you (i.e. the position of Caliph), do not 
take it off.” He said that three times. (One of 
the narrators) Nu’man said: “I said to ‘Aishah: 
‘What kept you from telling the people that?’ 
She said: ‘I was made to forget it.’” [Ibn Maa-
jah, no. 112 and authenticated by Al-Albaani, 
who graded it Saheeh] 

Ibn ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrated that 
the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) said: “When my Ummah walks in a 
proud march, and its servants are the children 
of kings, children of Persians and Romans, 
the evilest of them will be set over the best of 
them.” [At-Tirmidhi, no. 2261 and authenti-
cated by Al-Albaani who graded it Saheeh] 

Commentary: 
When the Persian and Roman empires fell 
to the Islamic forces during the Caliphate of 
‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu), and their treas-
ures fell into the hands of Muslims, and the 
princes of yesterday became the pages of to-
day, the lifestyle of the new entrants to the 
Islamic faith also started undergoing unwel-
come changes. A campaign of unrest was then 
started by these new converts against the Ca-
liphate, which culminated in the assassination 
of the Caliph himself. This heralded the weak-
ening of the Ummah.” [Tuhfat ul-Ahwadhi, vol 
3, pg. 245] 

It was also narrated that ‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu 

‘anha) said: “When he was ill, the Messenger of 
Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘I would 
like to have some of my Companions with me.’ 
We said: ‘O Messenger of Allaah! Shall we 
call Abu Bakr for you?’ But he remained si-
lent. We said: ‘Shall we call ‘Umar for you?’ 
But he remained silent. We said: ‘Shall we 
call ‘Uthmaan for you?’ He said: ‘Yes.’ So ‘Uth-
maan came and he spoke to him in private. 
The Prophet started to speak to him and ‘Uth-
maan’s expression changed.” Qais said: “Abu 
Sahlah, the freed slave of ‘Uthmaan, narrated 
to me that on the Day of the House, ‘Uthmaan 
ibn ‘Affaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: ‘The Mes-
senger of  Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
told me what would come to pass and now 

I am coming to that day.’” In his narration of 
the Hadeeth, ‘Ali (one of the narrators) said 
(that he said): “And I am going to bear it with 
patience.” Qais said: “They used to think that 
that was the Day of the House.” [Ibn Maajah, 
no. 113] 

Abu Sahlah narrated: “The Day of the House 
(when he was besieged), ‘Uthmaan said: ‘In-
deed the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) took a covenant from me, and I 
will abide by it.’” [At-Tirmidhi, no. 3711] 

Abu Musa al-Ash’ari (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) nar-
rated: “I went with the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) and he entered a garden of the 
Ansaar, and he relieved himself. He said to me: 
‘O Abu Musa! Watch the gate for me, and do 
not let anyone enter except with permission.’ 
Then a man came and knocked at the gate, 
so I said: ‘Who is it?’ He said: ‘Abu Bakr.’ So I 
said: ‘O Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alay-

hi wa sallam)! It is Abu Bakr asking permission.’ 
He said: ‘Give him permission and give him the 
glad tidings of Paradise.’ So he entered, and I 
gave him the glad tidings of Paradise. Anoth-
er man came and knocked at the gate. I said: 
‘Who is it?’ He said: ‘`Umar.’ So I said: ‘O Mes-
senger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)! It 
is ‘Umar asking permission.’ He said: ‘Open it 
for him, and give him the glad tidings of Par-
adise.’ I opened [the gate], he entered, and I 
gave him the glad tidings of Paradise. Then 
another man knocked at the gate. I said: ‘Who 
is it?’ So he said: ‘`Uthmaan.’ I said: ‘O Messen-
ger of Allaah! It is ‘Uthmaan asking permis-
sion.’ He said: ‘‘Open it for him, and give him 
the glad tidings of Paradise due to a calamity 
that will befall him.’” [At-Tirmidhi, no. 3710] 

Ibn ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrated that 
the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) mentioned the Fitnah and said: “This one 
will be wrongfully killed during it,” about ‘Uth-
maan ibn ‘Affaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu). [At-Tirmi-
dhi, no 3708] 

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahmaan as-Sulami narrated: 
“When ‘Uthmaan was besieged, he looked 
out over them from atop his house and said: 
‘I remind you by Allaah. Do you know that 
when (mount) Hira shook, the Messenger of  
Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Be 
firm O Hira! For there is none upon you except 
a Prophet, a Siddiq, and a martyr?”’ They said: 
‘Yes.’ He said: ‘I remind you by Allaah! Do you 
know that the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaa-
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hu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said, about the army of distress 
(Al-’Usrah): “Who will spend something which 
shall be accepted (by Allaah)?” And the people 
were struggling during difficult times, so I pre-
pared that army?’ They said: ‘Yes.’ Then he said: ‘I 
remind you by Allaah. Do you know that no one 
drank from the well of Roamah but had to pay 
for it, then I bought it and made it for the rich, 
the poor, and the wayfarer?’ They said: ‘O Al-
laah! Yes!’ And he listed other things.” [This Ha-
deeth is Hasan Saheeh Gharib from this route; as 
a narration of Abu ‘Abdur-Rahmaan as-Sulami 
from ‘Uthmaan, 3699] 

Thumamah ibn Hazn al-Qushairi narrated: “I was 
present at the house when ‘Uthmaan appeared 
above them saying: ‘Bring me your two com-
panions who have gathered you against me.’” He 
said: “So they were brought as if they were two 
camels, or as if they were two donkeys.” He said: 
“’Uthmaan appeared above them and said: ‘I ask 
you by Allaah and Islam! Do you know that the 
Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
came to Al-Madinah and there was no water in 
it that was sweet except the well of Roamah, so 
the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-

lam) said: ‘Who will purchase this well of Roamah 
and place his bucket alongside the buckets of the 
Muslims in exchange for better than that in Par-
adise?’ So I bought it with the core of my wealth, 
and today you prevent me from drinking from it, 
so that I would have to drink from the water of 
the sea?’ They said: ‘O Allaah! Yes!’ He said: ‘I ask 
you by Allaah and Islam! Do you know that the 
Masjid was insufficient for its people, so the Mes-
senger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
‘Who will purchase the land of the family of so-
and-so, and add it to the Masjid in exchange for 
better than that in Paradise?’ So I bought it with 
the core of my wealth, and today you prevent 
me from praying two Rak’ah in it?’ They said: ‘O 
Allaah! Yes.’ He said: ‘I ask you by Allaah and 
Islam! Do you know that I prepared the ‘army of 
distress’ from my wealth?’ They said: ‘O Allaah! 
Yes!’ Then he said: ‘I ask you by Allaah and Islam! 
Do you know that the Messenger of Allaah (Sal-

la-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was on (mount) Thabir of 
Makkah, and with him was Abu Bakr, and ‘Umar, 
and myself. The mountain began shaking until 
its rocks fell to the bottom.’ He said: ‘So he (Salla- 

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) stomped it with his foot and 
said: “Be still O Thabir! For there is none upon 
you except a Prophet, a Siddiq and two mar-
tyrs?”’ They said: ‘O Allaah! Yes!’ He said: ‘Allaah 

is Great! Bear witness by the Lord of the Ka’bah 
that I am a martyr!’ - three times.” [At-Tirmidhi, 
no. 3703] 

Comments: 
Has the world ever seen a person who is a head 
of a great state, a member of a great and pow-
erful tribe, who has the status of “Dhun Noorain”, 
who is soft in nature and extremely tolerant, who 
accepted martyrdom and wished not to shed the 
blood of innocent people for his own safety? He 
never asked anyone to guard him against the ty-
rants. 
O Allaah (Ta’ala) have countless mercy and Your 
blessings on him. 

A blame (reproach) which makes the heart 
shed blood instead of tears at the time of 

siege
Abu Umamah ibn Sahl narrated: “We were with 
‘Uthmaan when he was besieged in the house. 
There was an entrance to the house, and whoev-
er entered it, could hear the speech of those who 
were in the Bilat (courtyard). 

‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) entered it and then 
he came out to us looking pale. He (Radia-Allaahu 

‘anhu) said: ‘They are threatening to kill me now.’ 
We said: ‘Allaah will be sufficient for you against 
them, Commander of the Faithful!’ He (Radia-

Allaahu ‘anhu) said: ‘Why kill me? I heard the Mes-
senger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) say 
it is not lawful to kill a man who is Muslim ex-
cept for one of three reasons: Kufr (disbelief) af-
ter accepting Islam, fornication after marriage, 
or wrongfully killing someone – for which he may 
be killed. I swear by Allaah, I have not commit-
ted fornication before or after the coming of Is-
lam, nor did I ever want another religion instead 
of my religion since Allaah gave guidance to me, 
nor have I killed anyone. So for what reason do 
you want to kill me?’” [Abu Dawoud, no. 4502 
and authenticated by Al-Albaani who graded it 
Saheeh]. 

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahmaan narrated: “When ‘Uth-
maan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was encircled (by the re-
bels), he looked upon them from above and said: 
‘I ask you by Allaah. I ask nobody but the Com-
panions of the Prophet (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhum), don’t 
you know that Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Whoever will (buy and) dig 
the well of Roamah will be granted Paradise’ And 
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I bought and dug it?’ Don’t you know that he (Sal-

la-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ’Whoever equips the 
army of ‘Usra (i.e. Tabuk Ghazwah) will be grant-
ed Paradise, and I equipped it?’ They attested to 
whatever he said.” [Al-Bukhaari, no. 2978] 

The Time of Departure 
When the siege around the house of ’Uthmaan 
intensified, he (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said to the 
Companions who gathered around his house to 
confront the rebels with arms: “The best one 
amongst you is the one who withholds his hands 
and weapons!” 

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) entered the house 
and said to ‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu): “O Ameer 
Al-Mu’mineen, now it is time to fight.” He (‘Uth-
maan) said to him: “O Abu Hurairah, would you 
be happy to kill all the people and me?” He said: 
“No.” He said: “By Allaah, if you killed a single 
man it would be as if you killed all the people.” 
So he went back and did not fight. According to 
another report, Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
had his sword in his hand and ‘Uthmaan told him 
not to fight.” [Tareek Khaleefah ibn Khayaat] 

‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said to Al-Hasan, 
Al-Hussein, Ibn ‘Umar, ’Abdullaah ibn Az-Zubair 
and the youth among the Companions (Radia-

Allaahu ‘anhum) who had taken their positions to 
guard him: “I ask you by Allaah, not to shed blood 
for my sake, even an amount of blood which is 
due to cupping.” 

Ibn ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) said: ‘Ali (Radia-

Allaahu ‘anhu) came to ‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
on the Day of the Siege around his house and 
‘Uthmaan had closed the door. Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) came with his father and 
brought his sword. 
‘Ali said to Al-Hasan: “Enter upon the Com-
mander of the believers and convey Salaams to 
him and tell him that I came to support him and 
tell him to command me.” Then Al-Hasan en-
tered the house and came out and said to his fa-
ther: “The Commander of the believers sends his 
Salaams and tells you: ‘I do not need any fight 
and shedding of blood.’ 

Here ‘Ali took off a black turban and threw it in 
front of the door, and started to call: 

‘That is so he will know I did not betray him in his 
absence and that Allaah does not guide the plan 
of the betrayers.’ [Surat Yusuf 12:52]”[At-Tabsir-
ah]

Ibn Sireen said: “On the day ‘Uthmaan (Radia- 

Allaahu ‘anhu) was killed, the house was crowded 
with people, including Ibn ‘Umar and Al-Hasan 
ibn ‘Ali (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhum) who had his sword 
around his neck. But ‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
told them not to fight.” [Tareekh Dimashq by ibn 
‘Asaakir] 
“Thus it is clear that the accusation that the 
Companions, both Muhajiroon (emigrants) and 
Ansaar, let ‘Uthmaan down is false, and none of 
the reports say they are free of serious faults in 
the Isnad or text or both.” [Fitnah Maqtal ‘Uth-
maan] 

Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (Rahimahullaah) said: 
“None from the best of the Muslims were in-
volved in the assassination of ‘Uthmaan (Ra-

dia-Allaahu ‘anhu), either by killing or ordering with 
killing. Rather, a group of mischief makers from 
among the people of Fitnah in the land, killed 
him.” [Minhaj As-Sunnah] 

‘Ali (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) used to say: “O Allaah! 
Curse the killers of ‘Uthmaan in the land and the 
sea, in the plains and in the mountains.” [Fada’il 
As-Sahabah] 

Ibn Taymiyah (Rahimahullaah) said: “It is known 
through Mutawaatir reports that ‘Uthmaan (Ra-

dia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was among the most careful of 
people to avoid bloodshed and among the most 
patient towards those who impugned his honor 
and those who plotted to shed his blood, so they 
besieged him and sought to kill him. He knew of 
their intention to kill him, and the Muslims came 
to defend him and advised him to fight them, but 
he told the people to refrain from fighting and 
ordered those who should obey him not to fight 
them. It was said to him: Will you go to Mak-
kah? And he said: I will not be one of those who 
cause the sanctuary to be violated. It was said 
to him: Will you go to Syria? He said: I will not 
leave the land to which I migrated. It was said to 
him: Then fight them but he said: I will not be the 
first of the successors of Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) to rule his Ummah by the sword. 
The patience that ‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
showed until he was killed is among the greatest 
of his virtues in the eyes of the Muslims.” [Minhaaj 

 خي حي جي ٰه مه جه هن من خن حن  جن  ٱ
هي مي
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As-Sunnah, 3/202, 203] 
The rebels lay siege around ‘Uthmaan (Radia-

Allaahu ‘anhu) for forty days and in his house were 
around seven hundred from among the Muha-
jireen and Ansaar and many of his slaves. If he 
[‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)] would have left 
them to support him, they would do so. But he 
said to them: “I swear that anyone whom I have 
a right upon is to refrain his hand and go home.” 
And he said to his slaves: “Whoever refrains from 
fighting will be a free man.” [Al-Dawlah Al-Is-
lamiyyah fi ‘Asr Al-Khulafa’ Ar-Rashideen] 

’Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said clearly and de-
cisively, as the Caliph who was to be obeyed: 
“I insist that everyone who believes that he is 
obliged to hear and obey should restrain him-
self and refrain from fighting.” [Al-‘Awassim min 
Al-Qawassim] 

The only justification for saying that was that 
‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was certain that he 
would become a martyr, based on the testimony 
of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). Hence, 
he did not want blood to be shed on his account 
nor divisions to arise among the Muslims because 
of him. His only concern was that the standard of 
the Caliphate would not fall from his hands, and 
he did not want to meet Allaah with a drop of 
blood of any Muslim on his hands. 

The Last Days of the Siege and the Dream 
that ‘Uthmaan had

On the last day of the siege, which is the day he 
was killed - 
Ibn ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrated: “‘Uth-
maan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) told the people about a 
dream that he had. He said: ’I saw the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) in my dream. Abu Bakr 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) and ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘‘anhu) 
were with him and the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) said: ‘O ‘Uthmaan, break your fast with 
us.’ He was fasting and he was killed that day.” 
[Al-Bidayah wan-Niyahah by Ibn Katheer 7/190]

‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) submitted to the 
command of Allaah hoping for His promised re-
ward and longing for His Messenger (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam), thus resembling the best of the 
two of sons of Adam; as Allaah says in Surat Al-
Maa’idah (5:29): 

“Indeed, I intend to let you draw my sin on your-
self as well as yours , so that you will be one of 
the dwellers of the Fire and that is the recom-

pense of wrongdoers.”

‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) was sure that most 
of the people believed in the truthfulness of his 
dream. After those who had wanted to defend 
him left the house, ‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
spread the Mus-haf before him and began to 
read. 

Then the rebels attacked the house. One of the 
besiegers struck him with his sword, and ‘Uth-
maan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) tried to protect himself 
with his hand but the rebel cut it off. ‘Uthmaan 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “By Allaah, it was the first 
hand to write Al-Mufassal and to write the vers-
es of the Qur’an.” [Tareekh At-Tabari] 
The blood spilled onto the Mus-haf that was in 
front of him, and it fell upon the verse 

“And Allaah will be sufficient for you against 
them. And He is the Hearing, the Knowing.” [Su-

rat Al-Baqarah (2:137)] [Tareekh at-Tabari]

Allaah defends those who have believed 

Allaah guaranteed for His Awliyaa’ (true believ-
ers) to defend them in their lives, even after their 
death. He (Ta’ala) says: 

“Indeed, Allaah defends those who have be-
lieved. Indeed, Allaah does not like any treach-

erous and ungrateful.” [Surat Al-Hajj 22:38]

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that  
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “Allaah said: ‘I will declare war against him 
who shows hostility to a pious worshipper of 
Mine. And the most beloved things with which My 
slave comes nearer to Me is what I have enjoined 
upon him; and My slave keeps on coming clos-
er to Me through performing Nawafil (praying or 
doing extra deeds besides what is obligatory) till 
I love him, so I become his sense of hearing with 
which he hears, and his sense of sight with which 
he sees, and his hand with which he grips, and his 
leg with which he walks; and if he asks Me, I will 
give him, and if he asks My protection (refuge), I 
will protect him; (i.e. give him My refuge) and I do 

 مج حج  مث هت مت خت حت جت هب ٱ
حس جس مخ جخ محجح

  

مم  ام يل ىل مليك ىك
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حي جي ٰه
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not hesitate to do anything as I hesitate to take 
the soul of the believer, for he hates death, and I 
hate to disappoint him.” [Al-Bukhaari, no. 6502] 

One might ask: ’Why did not Allaah protect him 
at the time of his killing?’ The answer is that his 
killing is the greatest defense for him, for Allaah 
granted him martyrdom by that in the affirma-
tion of the statement of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) who gave him the glad tidings of 
this. 

The following are some forms of Allaah’s defense 
for ‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) after his death – 
and this is apart from the torment the rebels will 
face on the Day when they meet their Lord. 

Wrongdoing and transgressing against others 
unlawfully are causes of doom in this world and 
in the Hereafter, as Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat 
Al-Kahf (18:59). 

The one who researches what happened to those 
who rebelled and transgressed against ‘Uth-
maan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) will find that Allaah did 
not give them respite; rather He humiliated them 
and wrecked vengeance on them, and none was 
spared. 

Abu Qilabah narrated: “I was with my compan-
ions in Ash-Sham when I heard the voice of a man 
saying: ‘Woe to me from the Hell-Fire.’ I went to 
him and found him to be a man with both hands 
and legs cut from the groin (i.e. sides and back of 
the body between the ribs and hip bones), blind 
in both eyes, prone on his face. I asked him about 

his state and he said: ‘I was from among those 
who entered upon ‘Uthmaan (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) (in 
his house) on the Day of the Siege. When I came 
close to him his wife shouted (screamed), so I 
slapped her on her face.’ Thereupon, ‘Uthmaan 
said: ‘What’s the matter with you? May Allaah 
cut both your hands and legs and make you blind 
in both eyes and enter you in Hell.’ So I trembled 
intensely and came out (escaped). Then I was 
afflicted with what you see and nothing is left 
of his Du’aa except Hell-Fire.’ I said: ‘May Allaah 
keep you far and remote.’” [Ar-Riyad An-Nadirah 
fee Manaqib Al-Ashrah by At-Tabari] 

Yazeed ibn Habeeb added: “Indeed most of those 
who rebelled against ‘Uthmaan became mad.” 
[Al-Haithami in Al-Majma’ and At-Tabarani with 
good Isnad] 

The martyr has departed the world of the people 
after a long life full of sacrifice, Jihaad, justice, 
kindness and humbleness. He departed after his 
blood which was mixed with the love of Allaah 
and His Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
spilled on the verses of the Qur’an; and after he 
had presented forth so much for Islam. 

May Allaah be pleased with him and all the 
Companions of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam). 

Sources: 
1.	 Shining	Stars	among	the	Prophet’s	Companions,	by	

‘Abdul	Basit	Ahmad	
2.	 As-haab	Ar-Rasool	by	Mahmoud	Al-Masri	
3.	 Sunan	At-Tirmidhi

Q1 Ihsaan has two dimensions. What are 
they? 

A  To worship Allaah as if you see Him. 
Do your best for people (the creation of  

Allaah) one should remember the Ihsaan of Yusuf, 
(‘Alayhis salaam). 

 

Q2 What Ayahs in the Quran teach us that 
we should take the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) as an example? 

A  Surah Al Hashr, verse 7, Surah 3:31 you 
cannot love him unless you know him.

Q3 During Israa wal Miraj, what occurance 
indicates that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) is the leader of all prophets? 

A  When the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) went to Jerusalem he led the prayer of 

all the Prophets and Messengers. This is an indica-
tion that he is the leader, and Allaah (Subhaanahu wa 
tala) chose him. 

Q4 Who was the young Sahabah who hid his 
Islam at the beginning from fear of his 

mother? 

A  Mus’ab bin Umair (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu). 

Q5 Can one join ‘Asr with Jum’ah prayer 
whilst travelling? 

A  No, Jum’ah is not part of the travellers 
prayer. It is the prayer of the resident. 

however if the traveller offers Jum’ah in congre-
gation then he/she must prayer the travellers 
prayer of ‘Asr at its time.
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Giving gifts among the Muslims is an Islamic man-
ner and from among the acts which the Prophet (Salla- 

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) encouraged us to do. He was keen 
to legislate every matter which causes the hearts to 
be united. He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Give 
gifts and you will love one another.” [Authenticated 
by Al-Albaani in Saheeh Al-Adab Al-Mufrad no. 462 
and graded Hasan] 

The gift which a brother gives to his Muslim brother 
is a message of good, an aspect of affection, and a 
means of nearness; it brings forth joy in the hearts, 
brings the far close, joins severed relations, and is a 
good way of Da’wah (calling people to Allaah). 

1  The Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) used to accept gifts 

He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to give gifts and ac-
cept gifts, whether small or big, and he would com-
pensate (give in return) and encourage it. He (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) used to say: “If I am invited to a meal of 
trotters I will accept it, and if I am given a trotter as a 
present, I will accept it.” [Al-Bukhaari no. 5178] 

Ibn Battal (Rahimahullaah) said: “He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

encouraged his Ummah (nation) to give gifts, join the re-
lations, unite and love one another. He informed us that he 
did not contempt (look down on) anything he was invited to 
nor did he belittle any gift that was given to him, in order to 
discourage someone from despising or looking down on a gift. 
He mentioned the trotter to emphasize acceptance of little gifts.” 

Anas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said to his son Thabit: “My son, exchange 
gifts, it will bring about love between you.” [Authenticated by Al-Al-
baani in Saheeh Al-Adab Al-Mufrad no. 463 and graded Saheeh] 

Al-Qadi Abu Bakr ibn Al-‘Arabi (Rahimahullaah) said: “Accepting gifts is a rec-
ommendable Sunnah act which causes affection and brings about friendship.” 

Sources:
1) Bulugh Al-Maram with brief notes by As-Sana’ni
2) Islamweb.net
3) Islamqa.info
4)   Dorar.net
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The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) also men-
tioned that giving gifts is one of the best deeds 
with (in the sight of) Allaah; its reward is equal 
to that of freeing a slave. Al-Baraa’ ibn ‘Azib (Ra-

dia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Prophet (Salla- 

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Whoever gives some-
one some milk or silver (i.e. dirhams) or guides 
him through a strait (i.e. guidance on the road, 
directions for a route), then he will have the re-
ward similar to freeing a slave.” [Authenticated 
by Al-Albaani in Saheeh At-Targheeb no. 1335] 

Giving gifts is a social necessity and custom, since 
it encourages mutual love and fellowship. Such 
interactions also have the effect of healing rifts 
in relationships and removing mutual ill-feel-
ings and misunderstandings. Ash-Sha’bi narrat-
ed from Al-Mugheera ibn Shu’bah (Radia-Allaahu 

‘anhu): “Dihya Al-Kalbi gave a pair of Khuff (leath-
er socks) to the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam), so he wore them.” [Saheeh At-Tir-
midhi no. 1769 and Al-Albaani graded it Saheeh] 

This Hadeeth indicates that the Prophet (Salla- 

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) accepted the gift. By using 
the gift as soon as one receives it indicates im-
mediate benefitting from it. And it brings joy to 
the heart of the person who has given the gift. 

2  The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
accepted gifts and compensated for it, 

but he did not accept Sadaqah (charity) 

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated: “When-
ever a meal was brought to Allaah’s Messenger 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), he would ask wheth-
er it was a gift or Sadaqah (something given in 
charity). If he was told that it was Sadaqah, he 
would tell his Companions to eat it, but if it was 
a gift, he would hurry to share it with them.” [Al-
Bukhaari no. 2576] 

Ibn Hajar (Rahimahullaah) said: “There are many 
narrations regarding this matter. Ibn ‘Abdul-Barr 
(Rahimahullaah) said: ‘The Messenger of Allaah 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) did not eat from the 
Sadaqah (this was a matter particular to him) 
but he ate from it if it was a gift. This is because 
a gift comprises harmony of the hearts and calls 
to love and closeness. It is permissible to com-
pensate for it in order to remove any feeling of 
favor. And this is not in the Sadaqah. He used 
to accept gifts and compensate for it with what 
was better than it, in order to remove any favor 
towards him.’” [End quote] 

3  The Companions followed the Sunnah 
of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

and implemented and encouraged the giving 
of gifts 

It is reported that ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Amr (Radia- 

Allaahu ‘anhu) slaughtered a goat. He (Radia- 

Allaahu ‘anhu) said: “Did you give some to my Jewish 
neighbors? For I heard the Messenger of Allaah 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) saying: ‘Jibreel kept on 
recommending me to treat my neighbors kindly 
and politely, so much so that I thought he would 
order me to make them my heirs.’ [Al-Bukhaari 
no. 6015].” [Al-Saheeh Al-Musnad] 

Ibn Hibban (Rahimahullaah) said: “It is obligatory 
for one to accept a gift if he is given one and he 
should not reject it. He should compensate for 
it if he can and give thanks for it. I recommend 
sending gifts to brothers (exchanging gifts among 
brothers). This is because giving gifts brings about 
love and removes grudges.” [End quote] 

It was reported that Al-Hasan ibn ‘Imarah was 
told that Al-‘Amash defamed him, so he sent 
a garment to Al-‘Amash. After this Al-‘Amash 
praised Al-Hasan. It was said to Al-‘Amash: 
“How come you were defaming him then praising 
him?” He replied: “Khaithama narrated on the 
authority of ‘Abdullaah that hearts are naturally 
created to love those who do good to it and hate 
those who do evil to it.” 

Abu Haatim ibn Hibban (Rahimahullaah) said: “Hu-
mans are naturally created to love Al-Ihsaan 
(doing good) and hate the harm; and take the 
good-doer as a friend and consider the evil-doer 
an enemy. Therefore, the mindful person should 
use gift-giving with people at this time as much 
as he can in order to attain their love for him.” 
[End quote] 

4  Compensating someone for a gift 

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) guid-
ed us to compensate the one who has given a 
gift. ‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) narrated: “Allaah’s 
Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to ac-
cept gifts and he used to give something in re-
turn.” [Al-Bukhaari no. 2585] 

‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrat-
ed that the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) said: “If anyone asks you (for something) 
for Allaah’s sake, give it to him. If anyone asks 
you, respond to him, and whoever does some 
good to you, then compensate him. If you do not 



find anything to give him in compensation, then 
supplicate for him until you think that you have 
compensated him.” [Reported by Ahmad and Abu 
Dawoud and authenticated by Al-Albaani] 

Shaikh Salih Al-Shaikh said: “Compensation is 
with the same kind of goodness (that he gave 
you). This is in order to clear the heart, so that 
there will not be any declination (refusal), low-
liness, or submissiveness in his heart for seeing 
that good. For this reason, the Prophet (Salla- 

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘If you do not find an-
ything to give him in compensation, then suppli-
cate for him with what you think that you have 
compensated him.’ These are levels that none 
reaches except the masters of Ikhlas (purity of 
faith) and realization of Tawheed.” [Sharh Kitab 
At-Tawheed] 

Jabir (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Whoever is given 
a gift, then if he finds something let him recip-
rocate (i.e. compensate for it). If he has nothing, 
then let him mention some praise. For whoever 
has mentioned some praise, then he has expressed 
his gratitude.” [Saheeh Al-Jamie’ no. 6056] 

Usamah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Mes-
senger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“Whoever some good was done to him, and he 
says, ‘Jazak Allaahu Khairan’ (may Allaah reward 
you in goodness), then he has done the most that 
he can of praise.” [Authenticated by Al-Albaani 
in Saheeh At-Tirmidhi no. 2035] 

5  The Good Gift 

The good gift is the gift which a person gives 
hoping for the reward from Allaah alone, and not 
expecting to be compensated or given something 
in return. This is like the gifts which the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to give. Jabir ibn 
‘Abdullaah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated: “We were 
with the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) on a journey. He bought a camel from me, 
however he allowed me to ride it till I reached 
Al-Madinah. I gave him the camel and he gave 
me the price for it, then I left. He then followed 
me (as if he changed his mind) and said: ‘It is for 
you.’ [So he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) gifted Jabir 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) the camel]. When I passed by a 

Jewish man and told him about the matter, he 
wondered and asked: ‘He bought a camel from 
you and paid the price and gave it to you as a 
gift?’ I said: ‘Yes.’” [Reported by Ahmad] 

6  Taking the Gift Back 

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) for-
bade the taking back of gifts. Ibn ‘Abbaas (Radia- 

Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrated that the Prophet (Salla- 

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The one who takes 
back his gift is like a dog swallowing its own vom-
it, and we (believers) should not act according to 
this bad example.” [Al-Bukhaari no. 6975] 

It is not legal for anyone to take back his pre-
sents or Sadaqah (things given in charity), for the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) also said: “He 
who takes back his present is like him who swal-
lows his vomit.” [Al-Bukhaari no. 2621] 
However, a father is allowed to take back a gift 
he gave his son. The Prophet qqwSalla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) said: “It is not lawful for a man to give a 
gift and then take it back, except in the case of a 
father with what he gave his son.” [Authenticat-
ed by Al-Albaani in Saheeh At-Tirmidhi no. 2132 
and graded Saheeh]

15

QUESTION

QUESTION

How many times is 

Al Jabbar mentioned in 

the Qur’an?

What is the transition 

period which every soul 

will go through after 
death? 
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 جف مغ جغ مع جع مظ  حط مض خض حض ٱ
 مك لك خك حك جك  مق حق مف خف حف
 جن مم خم  حم جمهل مل خل حل جل

جه هن من خن حن
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 لك اك يق ىق يف ىف  يث ىث
ام يل ىل مل  يك ىك مك

      

  ممخم حم جم يل ىل مل خل ٱ
ىن من خن حن جن يم ىم

       

 ىي مي خيحي جي يه ىه  مه جه ين ٱ
ٰر ٰذ يي
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  جن يم ىم مم خم حم جم يل ىل مل خل
خن حن
         

 جخ مح جح مج حج مث هت مت خت
 جض مص خص حص مس خس حس  جس مخ

خض حض
          

حق مف خف حف جف مغ جغ مع جع  مظ حط مض
          

ّٰ ٰرٰذ يي ىي مي خي حي  جي يه ىه
           

حق  حط مض
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خم حم جم يل ىل مل خل ٱ
             

ٍّ ٌّ ٰى ٰر  ٰذ يي ٱ
              

مئ زئ رئ ّٰ ِّ ُّ َّ ٱ
              

َنا َوالَ َمْبلََغ ِعْلِمنَا  َوالَ تَْجعَِل الدُّْنيَا أَْكبََر َهم ِ
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 خس حس جس مخ  جخ مح جح مج
 مظ حط مض خض حض جض مص خص  حص مس
جك مق حق مف خف حفجف مغ جغ مع  جع

  ىم مم خم حم جم يل ىل مل خل
  مه جه ين ىن من خن حن جن يم
  ٍّ ٌّ ٰى ٰر ٰذيي ىي مي خي حي جي يه ىه

َّ ُّ
 

 ىئ نئ مئ زئ رئ ّٰ  ِّ
 مت زت رتيب ىب نبمب  زب ربيئ

زث رث  يت ىت نت
  

 يق ىق  يف ىفيث ىث نث مث
يل  ىل مل يك ىك مك لك اك
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  من خن حنجن يم ىم مم خم حم جم يل ىل مل خل
 يي  ىي مي خي حي جي يه ىه مه جه ين ىن
 نئ مئزئ رئ ّٰ ِّ ُّ َّ ٍّ ٌّ ٰى ٰر ٰذ
نت مت زت رت يب ىب نبمب زب رب يئ  ىئ

    

ِّ ُّ َّ ٍّ ٌّ ٰى ٰر ٰذ يي ٱ
     

مت زت رت يب ٱ
      

يت ىت  نت  ٱ
       

 يئ  ىئ نئ مئ زئ رئ ّٰ ِّ ٱ
   

 لك اك يق ىق يف ىف  يث ىث ٱ
ام يل ىل مل  يك ىك مك
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 زت رت يب ىب نب مب زب رب يئ ٱ
 مثزث رث يت ىت نت  مت

ىف يث ىث  نث
     

  جن يم ىممم خم حم جم يل ىل مل خل ٱ
جي يه ىه مه جهين ىن من خن حن

      

 ٰر ٰذ يي ىي مي خي  حي ٱ
 نئ مئ زئ رئ ّٰ ِّ َُّّ ٍّ ٌّ  ٰى

      

  حم جم يل ىل مل خل
  من خن حن جن يم ىم مم خم
  خيحي جي يه ىه مه جه ين ىن

ٰذ يي ىي مي
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 مئ زئ رئ ّٰ ِّ ُّ َّ ٍّ  ٌّ  ٱ
 ىب نب مب زب رب يئ  ىئ نئ

نت مت  زت رتيب
         

  حنجن يم ىم مم خم حم جم يلىل مل خل ٱ
 خي  حي جييه ىه مه جه ين ىن من خن

 ّٰ  ِّ َُّّ ٍّ ٌّ ٰى ٰرٰذ يي ىي مي
 زب  رب يئ ىئ نئ مئ زئ رئ
 رث  يت ىت نت متزت رت يب ىب نب مب

يف ىف يث ىث نث مث زث
          

 مج  حج مث هت مت خت حت جت
 خص  حص مسخس حس جس مخ جخ مح جح

جض مص
           

 مغ جغ مع  جع مظ حط مض خض حض ٱ
 خك حك جك  مق حق مف خف حف جف
 مم خم حم جم  هلمل خل حل جل مك لك

من خن حن جن
            

 ىم  مم خم حم جم يل ىل مل خل ٱ
 مه جه  ين ىن من خن حن جن يم

مي خي حي جي يه ىه
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17 Washing the private parts before every ab-
lution even though one did not nullify his 

Wudu’ (Ablution)

This is a common mistake among people. How-
ever, if the time of the Salaat is due and one 
precedes it with sleep or discharge of wind, he 
only has to perform Wudu’ and does not need to 
wash his private parts. Whoever thinks contrary 
to this, then he has invented a new matter in the 
Religion of Allaah. It is also a type of whisper 
from the Shaytaan.

In the case that the Muslim intends to answer the 
call of nature - either by urination or defecation 
- before Wudu’, he has to wash and clean the 
places of discharge of the urine and stool.

18 Some people may, at the time of the  
Salaat, resist the urge to relieve them-

selves of the filths (i.e. urine and stool) due to 
laziness or the distance of the water from them, 
thinking that offering the Salaat while resist-
ing the urge to relieve one’s self of the filth is 
better than offering the Salaat by performing  
Tayammum. This is ignorance. 

Mistakes in 
Tahaarah (Purification) 
and Wudu’ (Ablution) 
Part-4

مب زب رب يئ  ىئ نئ مئ
              

نئ مه جه ين ىن من ٱ
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The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“No Salaat (prayer) can be (rightly offered) 
when food is brought (before the worship-
per) or when he is resisting the urge to relieve 
himself of the filths.” [Muslim]

Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (Rahimahullaah) 
was asked about a person who prays with 
Wudu’ while resisting a strong urge to relieve 
himself, compared to a person who relieves 
himself and then performs Tayammum due 
to lack of water.
He replied: “Praying with Tayammum with-
out suppressing the need to relieve oneself 
is better than praying with Wudu’ while sup-
pressing the need to relieve oneself. This is 
because praying when suppressing the need 
to relieve oneself is Makrooh (disliked). How-
ever, one’s Salaat with Tayammum is valid 
and there is no dislike in it according to the 
Scholarly consensus.” [Majmoo’ al-Fatawa]

Lajnah ad-Daa’imah for Ifta said: “It is not 
permissible to start praying while one is re-
sisting the urge to urinate, defecate or pass 
wind, because the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alay-

hi wa sallam) said: “You should not pray when 
food is ready or while resisting the urge to 
urinate or defecate.” The reason for that - 
and Allaah knows best - is that this pre-
vents a person from having the necessary 
presence of mind and submission with hu-
mility in the prayer. However, if a person 
prays in that state, his prayer is valid al-
though it is somewhat lacking and is imper-
fect because of the Hadeeth quoted, but he 
does not have to repeat it. In the case that 
one starts to pray without feeling the need 
to relieve oneself, but then starts to feel the 
need during the Salaat, the Salaat is valid 
and there is nothing Makrooh in it so long as 
that need does not prevent him from com-
pleting the Salaat.” [Fatwa 7/28]

19 Performing Tayammum despite the 
existence of water and being able to 

use it. 

This is a clear and common mistake. Allaah 
(Ta’ala) says in Surat An-Nisaa’ [4:43]:

“…and you find no water, perform 
Tayammum with clean earth.”

This verse clearly mentions that it is not 
permissible to perform Tayammum when 
water is present.

20 - Not moving one’s ring or watch when 
washing the hand during Wudu’. 

Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) was 
asked: “Is it essential to move one’s ring and 
watch when performing Wudu’?”

He replied: “The Fuqaha’ (jurists) said it is 
Sunnah to move them. But if it is tight, then 
it is essential to move it (or take it off) be-
cause if it is not moved the water will not 
reach what is underneath it, and Allaah 
(Ta’ala) says in Surat Al-Maa’idah [5:6]:

“…wash your faces and your hands (fore-
arms) up to the elbows.”

So it is essential to wash the entire hand 
from the fingertips to the elbows. [End quote 
from Liqa’ al-Baab al-Maftooh no. 232]

For that reason, some of the Salaf used to 
remove their rings at the time of perform-
ing Wudu’ as Al-Bukhaari quoted about Ibn 
Sireen.

In Al-Mawsoo’ah Al-Fiqhiyyah, it is said: 
“The majority of the Fuqaha’ are of the view 
that it is obligatory when performing Wudu’, 
to move one’s ring when washing the hand 
if it is tight and he does not know whether 
the water has reached the skin underneath 
it or not. However, if the ring is loose or if 
it is tight and he knows that the water can 
reach underneath it, then he does not have 
to move it, rather it is Mustahabb (recom-
mended).” [End quote]

Sources: 
•	Al-Ifta.net
•	Fatawa	Shaikh	Ibn	Baz
•	Islamqa.com	
•	Ahlalhadeeth.com
•	Almeshkat.net

حك مع جع مظ  حط مض خض
    

لك حن جن يم ىم  مم
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Question: If a person comes who wants to 
buy some gold jewelry and when what he 
wants is weighed for him, he finds that the 
amount that he has with him is not enough 
for the price of the gold, it is known in this 
situation that it is not permissible for me to 
sell him the gold and give it to him while he 
only gives me a portion of the price. But if it 
is morning time, for example, and he says to 
me, “I will leave the gold with you until ‘Asr 
time so that I can bring you the total amount 
of cash and then take the gold that I bought 
from you,” is it permissible for me to leave 
the gold for him on his account until he re-
turns to get it? Or am I required to cancel 
the deal and if he returns he is like the other 
buyers and there is nothing between us (i.e., 
he starts over in dealing)?

Answer: It is not permissible for the gold that 
he bought from you to remain on his account 
until he comes with the cash. Rather, the con-
tract is not complete, and this is to avoid Riba 
An-Nasi’ah. The gold remains with you in your 
possession, and if he returns with the rest of the 
cash the proceedings for completing a new con-
tractual sale begins at that meeting with the ex-
change (of money and merchandise) taking place 
between you.

The	Permanent	Committee
Fatawa	Islamiyah

IT IS NOT PERMISSIBLE TO DELAY PAYMENT IN SELLING GOLD FOR GOLD OR FOR MONEY

  ىم مم خم حم جم يل ىل مل خل ٱ
خم جنيم

      

THE PERMISSIBLE METHOD OF SELLING GOLD FOR GOLD

Question: I went to the gold merchant with a 
collection of old jewelry. He (the merchant) 
weighed it and said that its value was 1,500 
riyals. Then, I bought new jewelry from him 
for 1,800 riyals. Is it permissible for me to 
pay him only 300 riyals (the difference) or do 
I have to take the 1,500 riyals then give him 
1,800 riyals all together?

Answer: It is not permissible to sell gold for gold, 
except like for like and the same for the same. It 
must be weight for weight and hand to hand (i.e. 
paid on the spot). This is due to a statement from 
the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) as report-
ed in the authentic Ahadeeth, even if the type 
of gold differs, such as in newness and oldness 
or other than that from the types of differences. 
Like, silver is to be traded silver for silver.

The permissible method is that the person who 
wants to purchase gold for gold sells what he 
has of gold for silver or some other money cur-
rency. He takes the price, and then he buys what 
he needs of gold with its price in silver or money 
currency. This is to be paid on the spot, because 
the money is considered as having the status of 

gold and silver in the process of Riba when sell-
ing some of it for some and when selling gold 
and silver for it.

However, if the person sells the gold or the sil-
ver with something other than cash, such as cars, 
goods, sugar and similar things, there is no harm 
in the people separating before the payment is 
received. This is because there is no process of 
Riba between the currencies of gold, silver and 
money and these mentioned things and whatev-
er is similar to them.

Also, the time of payment must be made clear 
if the sale is based on the payment being made 
later. This is due to Allaah’s Statement:

 

“O you who believe, when you contract a debt 
for a fixed period, write it down.” 

[Surat Al-Baqarah (2:282)]
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Question: What is the ruling concerning 
many of the people who have gold shops 
who deal with buying used gold (called Al-
Kasr), and they take it to a gold merchant 
and exchange it for new gold that is specially 
crafted and that matches the weight of the 
old gold exactly? Then they take a fee for the 
craftsmanship of the new gold. 

Answer: It is confirmed from the Prophet (Sal-

la-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), that he said, ”Gold for 
gold, silver for silver, wheat for wheat, dates for 
dates, barley for barley, salt for salt, like for like, 
equal for equal, hand to hand i.e. paid on the 
spot.” [Muslim, no. 1587]

It is also confirmed from him, that he said, “Who-
ever increases or seeks an increase, then indeed 
he has committed a Riba transaction.” [Muslim, 
no. (1584)]

It is also confirmed from him, that he was given 
some good dates, so he asked about them. The 
people said; “We would take a Sa’ (of bad dates) 
and 2 Sa’s for 3 Sa’s.” so the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) commanded that the sale be can-
celled and he said: “This is Riba, exactly.”

Then he directed them to sell the lower quality 
dates for cash and then to use that cash to buy 

good dates.

From these Ahadeeth, you can tell that what the 
questioner mentioned of exchanging gold for 
gold while adding a fee for craftsmanship done 
to one of them is a forbidden matter. It is not 
permissible and it is included in the Riba transac-
tions that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
prohibited. The safe method in this is that the 
used gold be sold for a price without any se-
cret understanding or agreement. Then, after its 
owner takes the money, he buys the new thing. 
It is better that he search for the new thing in 
another place and if he does not find it, he may 
return to the person to whom he sold the gold 
and buy with the cash. If the person increases 
the price, there is no harm in that. The important 
thing is that there is no trading of gold with gold 
while paying some difference, even if that is due 
to some special craftsmanship work. This is if the 
merchant is a merchant only for sales. Howev-
er, if the merchant is also a goldsmith, then the 
buyer can say: “Take this gold and make it for 
me the way I want it to be fashioned, and I will 
give you the cost for the work when the work is 
finished,” there is no harm in that.
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THE RULING ON EXCHANGING OLD GOLD FOR NEW GOLD, LIKE FOR LIKE, 
WHILE TAKING A FEE FOR CRAFTSMANSHIP



Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat 
Faatir (35:13-14) (interpretation 
of the meaning):

“And those, whom you invoke 
or call upon instead of Him, own 
not even a Qitmir (the thin mem-
brane over the date-stone). If you 
invoke (or call upon) them, they 

hear not your call, and if (in case) 
they were to hear, they could not 

grant it (your request) to you. 
And on the Day of Resurrection, 
they will disown your worship-

ping them. And none can inform 
you [O Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam)] like Him Who is 
the All-Knower (of each and every 

thing).”

Allaah (Ta’ala) informs us of the 
state of the false deities besides 
Him, whether angels, Prophets, 
idols, etc., in a way that shows 
their inability and weakness. 
They lack all the qualifications 
of the one who deserves to be 
invoked, i.e. the ability to hear 
and respond to invocations. And 
on the Day of Resurrection, every 
false deity will be an enemy to 
their worshippers and disown 
them.

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Al-A’raaf 
(7:191-192) (interpretation of the mean-
ing):

“Do they attribute as partners to 
Allaah those who created nothing but 
they themselves are created? No help 
can they give them, nor can they help 

themselves.”

In this verse, Allaah (Ta’ala) rebukes and 
blames the polytheists because they wor-
ship others besides Him, other creatures 
who are unable to create anything. Instead, 
they themselves are created by Him (Ta’ala). 
He   also shows how they are unable to as-
sist others or even help themselves. How 
dare they (the polytheists) take as partners 
with Allaah those who are unable to help 
their worshippers or even themselves? 

This conclusion applies to every creature 
including angels, Prophets and pious men. 
Prophet Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sal-

lam), who was the noblest creature, used to 
seek Allaah’s Refuge from the polytheists 
saying: “O Allaah! You are my Refuge and 
Supporter. With Your Will (Might) I attack 
and fight.” [Saheeh At-Tirmidhi, no. 3584] 


