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Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) reported that he heard 
the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) say;

“Learn the Qur’ān, and ask (Allaah) to grant you Paradise 
by it, before the appearance of people who learn it and ask 
by it, the worldly pleasures. For indeed, the Qur’ān is learnt 
by three types of people; (1) a man who shows off by it, (2) 
a man who eats by it (money, dunyah) and (3) a man who 

recites it for the sake of Allaah Almighty.”
[Al-Silsilah As-Saheehah no. 258 and Al-Albaani graded it Jayyid]
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Hijrah also refers to the abandoning of sins – 
all that Allaah has declared unlawful, whether 

it be connected to the Rights of Allaah, or to the 
rights of individuals.

The Propher (e) said: “The Muslim is the one who the  
Muslims are safe from – his tongue and his hand – 
the Muhaajir is the one who abandons that which 
Allaah has declared unlawful.”
[Collected: Al- Bukhari ( 6484), Kitab ar-Riqaaq; Muslim 
(41), Kitab al-Imaan]

Al- Muhajiroon magazine stands for the migration from 
evil deeds, the abandoning of sins, and the migration to 
Allaah, Almighty, the Most High, through sure knowledge.

“Say (O Muhammad  e): ‘This is my way; I call to 
Allaah with sure knowledge, I and whosoever fol-
lows me (also must invite other to Allaah) with sure 
knowledge.’” 
[Surat Yusuf 12: 108]

May the peace and blessings of Allaah, Almighty, be 
upon our beloved Prophet Muhammad (e).

Al-Muhajirroron is derived 
from the word Hajara, which 

means to migrate. Hijrah refers to 
the migration from the land of Kufr 

(where it may be difficult to adhere to 
Islamic injunctions) to the land of Islam. 

Our Dawah is 
to return to the 

sublime Qur’an 
and the authentic 

Sunnah of the Prophet 
(e) and to comprehend 

them both according to the 
understanding and the way of 

the pious predecessors (as -Salaf  
as-Saalih), may Allaah (U) be 
pleased with them all. We aim 
to act in accordance with the 
saying of Allaah: 
“O you who believed Obey  
Allaah and obey the Messenger 
(e), and those of you (Muslims) 
who are in authority. And if 
you differ in anything amongst 
yourselves, refer it to Allaah 
and His Messenger (e) if you 
believe in Alaah and the Last 
Day. That is better and more 
suitable for final destination.” 
[Surat an-Nisa 4:59]
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There are many authentic narrations that affirm 
Allaah’s Descent to the lowest heaven. 

1  Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated 
that Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) said: “Our Lord, the Blessed, the Superi-
or, comes down every night to the nearest heaven 
to us during the last third of the night and He 
says: ‘(Is there anyone) who invokes Me, (wants 
anything from Me) so that I may respond to his 
invocation? (Is there anyone) who asks Me so that 
I may grant him his request? (Is there anyone) 
who seeks My forgiveness, so that I may forgive 
him?’” [Al-Bukhaari no. 1145]

2  It was narrated from Ibn Marjaanah, from 
Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) who said 

that the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 
wa sallam) said: 
“Allaah, may He be Exalted, comes down to the 

lowest heaven halfway through the night, or in 
the last third of the night, and says: ‘Who will call 
upon Me, that I may answer him? Who will ask of 
Me, that I may give him?’ Then He says: ‘Who will 
lend to One Who is neither indigent nor unjust?’” 

It was narrated from Sa’d ibn Sa’eed with this 
chain (or similar Hadeeth), and he added: “Then 
He spreads out His Hand, may He be blessed and 
exalted, and says: ‘Who will lend to One Who is 
neither indigent nor unjust?’” [Muslim no. 758]

It was narrated that Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu 

‘anhu) said: I heard the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) say: “Were it not that it 
would be too difficult for my Ummah, I would 
have commanded them to use the Siwak at the 
time of every prayer, and I would have delayed 
‘Isha until the first third of the night has passed, 
because when the first third of the night has passed 
Allaah may He be Exalted, descends to the first 

The Attribute of 

of Allaah the Exalted



heaven and stays there until the dawn comes, and 
someone says: ‘Is there anyone asking so that He 
might be given? Is there anyone praying so that 
he might be answered? Is there any sick person 
asking for healing so that he might be healed? Is 
there any sinner asking for forgiveness, so that he 
might be forgiven?’” [Ahmad in his Musnad no. 
967 and authenticated by Al-Albaani in Al-‘Irwa 
no. 2/197]

The meaning of Allaah’s Descent to the 
lowest heaven

Allaah’s Descent is one of His practical actions 
which is undertaken by His choice and will. Ahl 
as-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah affirm to Allaah all 
perfect attributes in a manner that suits His 
majesty. They do not differentiate between one 
attribute and another. They are all real, true 
attributes that suit His supremacy. From among 
these attributes is the attribute of Descent. 

The attribute of Descent of our Lord the Majestic 
every night is a real attribute that suits His 
perfection, Highness and Majesty. He says in 
Surat Ash-Shura (42:11):

ينجهمهىهيهجيحيخي

“There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.”

The Great Lord, Whom nothing is above Him, is 
the Most High Rising over His Throne above the 
seven heavens. He Descends whenever He wills in 
a way that He wills to the lowest heaven which is 
the nearest heaven to the earth (and the heavens 
are seven). And He is the Most High; nothing is 
higher than Him and nothing is above Him. 
[Majmoo’ Al-Fatawa 16/424] 

Indeed, Allaah descends at this time of the night 
just to come nearer to His servants, just as He 
comes closer to them in the afternoon on the Day 
of ‘Arafah when He boasts of them to His angels. 

This Descent happens every night throughout 
the year. Based on the Hadeeth, it is clear that 
the Descent here is the Descent of Allaah by 
His Essence, and we do not need to say by “His 
Essence” as long as the verb is affixed to Him. 
However, some scholars say: “Allaah Descends 
by His being” because they were forced to say 
that as there were some who misinterpreted 
the meaning of the Hadeeth and said that what 
descends is Allaah’s command! Others said: 

“Allaah’s mercy descends!” Others said: “Allaah’s 
angels descend!”

These are all falsehood, for Allaah’s command 
is ever descending always and forever, and its 
descent is not particular to the last third of the 
night, as He says in Surat As-Sajdah (32:5): 

يثىفيفىقيقاكلكمكىك

“He arranges (every) affair from the heavens 
to the earth, then it (affair) will go up to Him.”

And in Surat Hud (11:123):

يكملىليل

“And to Him return all affairs (for decision).”

As for their claim that ‘Allaah’s Mercy’ descends 
in the last part of the night, glory be to Him, how 
come Allaah’s Mercy does not descend except in 
that time only. And Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat 
An-Nahl (16:53):

حلخلملهلجمحم

“And whatever of blessings and good things 
you have, it is from Allaah.”

All Allaah’s bounties are from the impact of 
Allaah’s Mercy and they are bestowed upon the 
creation successively. Also they can be refuted 
by asking: “What is the benefit that the creation 
attains if the mercy of Allaah reaches only to the 
lowest heaven (and does not reach them) at that 
time?” 

As for those who claim that Allaah’s angels 
descend in part of the night, they are answered 
with the following: “Is it acceptable by minds that 
the angels will say, ‘Who will invoke Me (demand 
anything from Me) so that I may respond to his 
invocation?’”

It is obvious that all these interpretations for the 
Hadeeth are false. 

They say (arguing): “If Allaah descends then 
where is His Highness? Where is the Rising over 
the Throne? If He descends, then is descending a 
movement?”

The answer to them: This is a false argument. 
The Companions of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) did not mention these probabilities at 



all; rather, they said: “We hear and we believe 
and accept.”

Allaah descends and He is still the Most High and 
above all of His creation.  There is nothing like 
Allaah (Ta’ala). Rising over the Throne is one of His 
practical attributes and not from His Essential 
Attributes, so we have no right to talk or say 
“Will the Throne be empty or not when Allaah 
descends to the lowest heaven.  Rather, we keep 
silent just like the Companions of the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) stayed silent.”

The same answer is given to those who raise 
another doubt that the later generations raised:  
Since the last third of the night is different from 
one place to another on the earth, does that 
mean that Allaah descends always (during the 
whole day and night)?

One should believe in what has been transmitted 
to him through Prophet Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam). [Sharh Al-Aqeedah Al-Wasitiyah 
by Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen, summarized and 
paraphrased]

KINDS OF DIVINE DESCENT

The first kind: The Descent to the lowest 
heaven every night of the month of Ramadan

Ibn ‘Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrated: “Verily, 
Allaah (Azza wa Jall) will wait every night of the 
month of Ramadan until the first part of the 
night has passed. He will descend to the lowest 
heaven and say: ‘Is there anyone who asks of 
Me anything so that he will be given? Is there 
anyone who asks forgiveness from me so he will 
be forgiven? Is there anyone who is repentant so 
that his repentance is accepted?’” [Authenticated 
by Al-Albaani in As-Sunnah and graded Saheeh 
no. 513]

The second kind:  The Descent to the worldly 
heaven in the afternoon on the Day of ‘Arafah

‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) narrated that Allaah’s 
Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “There 
is no day when Allaah ransoms more slaves from 
the Hell than the day of ‘Arafah.  He draws near, 
then He boasts about them before the angels and 
says: ‘What do these people want?’” [Muslim no. 
1348]

Ibn Taymiyah (Rahimahullaah) said: “Allaah (Azza wa 

Jall) attributed His Noble Self with descent on the 
Day of ‘Arafah in many authentic narrations and 

some of them are in Saheeh Muslim.” [Majmoo’Al-
Fatawa 5/373]

The third kind:  The Descent to the nearest 
heaven during the night of the middle of 
Sha’baan

Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “Allaah, the Blessed, the Most High, 
descends to the nearest heaven to us during the 
night of the middle of Sha’baan and He forgives 
every person, except one in whose heart there 
is any malice, or a Mushrik (who associates a 
partner with Allaah in worship).” [Reported by 
Ibn Abi Asim in As-Sunnah and authenticated by 
Al-Albaani]

The fourth kind:  The Descent of Allaah to the 
heaven before the establishment of the Hour

Ibn ‘Abbaas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) narrated: “A 
caller will call from the heavens before (near) the 
establishment of the hour: ‘The Hour has come,’ 
all the living and the dead will hear him.”

In another narration:
“Every living and dead (will hear him), then 
Allaah, the Exalted will descend to the nearest 
heaven and call out:  ‘Whose is the Kingdom 
today? To Allaah, the One, the Irresistible.’” [Ad-
Darimi and Adh-Dhahabi in ‘Al-Ulou’, and Al 
Albaani said its Isnad is Saheeh with conditions 
of Muslim]

The fifth kind:  Descent of Allaah on the Day of 
Resurrection

Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “On the Day of Judgment, Allaah the Most 
High, will descend to His slaves to judge between 
them. Every nation shall be kneeling.  The first 
of those who will be called before Him will be a 
man who memorized the Qur’an…..” [At-Tirmidhi 
no. 2382 and authenticated by Al-Albaani who 
graded it Saheeh]

The sixth kind: The Descent from the Throne 
to the Kursiy on the Day of Resurrection 

Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “Allaah will gather all the first and the last 
(people) at a fixed time on a day appointed, and 
Allaah will descend in the shadows of the clouds 
from the Throne to the Kursiy..” [Saheeh At-
Targheeb wat-Tarheeb no. 3591 and Al-Albaani 
graded it Saheeh]



The seventh kind:  The Descent to the People 
of Paradise

The Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam) said (describing the 
state in Paradise): 

“On Friday, Allaah, the 
Blessed, Most High, shall 
descend from Eliyyeen 
(the highest) onto His 
Kursiy and His Kursiy 

will be surrounded with 
pulpits of light – and the 
Prophets will come and 
sit on them.  The pulpits 
will be surrounded with 

chairs made of gold, 
then the Siddiqeen and 

martyrs will come and sit 
on them.” 

[Saheeh At-Targheeb 
wat-Tarheeb no. 376 and 

Al-Albaani graded it Hasan 
Ligharihi] 

IMPORTANT LESSONS FROM THE 
ATTRIBUTE OF DESCENT

1. The time of the divine descent

The coming of the King of the heavens to the 
nearest heaven to us is a great matter; unlike 
any other.  Therefore, it is incumbent upon the 
believers to take advantage of this Attribute 
(Descent) of Allaah (Azza wa Jall) in this part of the 
night and ask Allaah (Azza wa Jall), invoke Him and 
ask forgiveness from Him. 

Only the true special servants of Allaah will 
take advantage of this magnificent (sublime) 
time, standing in servitude with humility, 
submissiveness, asking, praying and imploring 

Him.  Hoping from Him to attain their requests 
which He has promised them on the tongue of 
His Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).
The scholars differed regarding the time of the 
Descent of Allaah (Azza wa Jall) according to the 
different narrations.  They said:
i.  The descent is in the last third of the night
ii.  When the first third of the night passes
iii.  When the first third passes or in the middle 

of the night
iv.  When half of the night passes
v.  The middle of the night or the last third of 

the night
vi.  Absolutely all night

The strongest point of view is the third statement.  

The Descent is of three types:
Some said it is in the beginning of the second 
third.

Some said in the middle of the night and
others said in the last third of the night.

The reason why this opinion is the strongest is 
because it joins all the reports and solves the 
contradictions between the narrations.

2. His Descent does not negate or contradict His 
Highness.

3. Du’aa and seeking forgiveness and other acts 
of worship differ in their virtue according to 
the time and place.

4. The Divine Descent includes all the nights of 
the year.

5. Allaah’s Descent to the nearest heaven to the 
earth indicates that the heavens are seven.

6. The first Hadeeth that is quoted indicates that 
response is other than granting, because He 
(Azza wa Jall) says: “(Is there anyone) who in-
vokes Me (wants anything from Me) so that I 
may respond to his invocation? Is there any-
one who asks Me so that I may grant him his 
request?”

Sources:
1. Sharh Al-Aqeedah Al-Wasitiyah by Shaikh Ibn 

‘Uthaimeen
2. At-Ta’aliq Al-’Ula fee Sharh Asmaau’ -Allaahu 

al-Husna wa Sifatihi Al-’Ula by Mahir Al-Muqad-
dim



The month of Ramadan is distinguished with 
having special characteristics; that of the 
‘expiation of sins’ and the ‘obliteration of evil 
deeds.’ The blessed person is he who reached 
Ramadan and spent its nights and days in 
obedience to Allaah and what He is pleased 
with. Accordingly, he deserves the forgiveness 
and attainment of the Pleasure of the King, Ad-
Dayyan (the One Who Recompenses).

In contrast to him is the wretched person who 
entered this great month and did not perform 
righteous deeds that would have elevated him 
with his Lord, nor did he repent from his misdeeds 
which will cause him doom and disgrace. He 
wasted the days and nights of this month in what 
angered his Lord and caused him destruction. He 
did not take recourse in his Lord and ask Him 
for forgiveness of his sins and evil deeds. He 
remained on his obstinacy and crime.

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“Jibreel (‘Alayhis-salaam) came to me and said: 

‘Wretched is the slave who goes through 
Ramadan and (obtaining no benefit from it) is 
not forgiven.’ I said: ‘Ameen.’ Then he (Jibreel) 
said: ‘Wretched is the slave whose parents, either 
one or both, are alive and they are not a means 
for him to enter Jannah (through obedience 
and attending to them).’ I said: ‘Ameen.’ Then he 
(Jibreel) said: ‘Wretched is the slave who, when 
you are mentioned in his presence, does not send 
(Salaat) upon you.’ I said: ‘Ameen.’” [Reported 
by Al-Bukhaari in Al-Adab al-Mufrad no. 644 
and authenticated by Al-Albaani who graded it 
Saheeh Lighairihi]

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that 
the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) said: “May the man before whom I am 
mentioned - and he does not send Salaat upon 
me - be humiliated. And may a man upon 
whom Ramadan enters and then passes before 
he is forgiven, be humiliated. And may a man 
whose parents reached old age in his presence 
and they were not a cause for his entrance to 

Ramadan is the month of forgiveness



Paradise, be humiliated.” [At-Tirmidhi no.3545 
and authenticated by Al-Albaani in Saheeh al-
Jamie’ no. 3510 and graded Hasan] 

It is incumbent upon a believing slave to take 
advantage of the goodness and blessings of 
this month and increase in seeking forgiveness 
to achieve and attain its innumerable blessed 
results (returns) and sublime benefits in this 
world and the Hereafter.

From its worldly benefits, is what is quoted in 
Allaah’s Statement in Surat Nuh (71:10-12): 

جل مك لك خك حك جك  مق

“I, (Nuh) said: ‘Ask forgiveness of your Lord. 
Indeed, He is ever a Perpetual Forgiver.

خلملىليلجم

He will send [rain from] the sky upon you in 
[continuing] showers.

حمخمممىميمجنحنخنمنىن

And give you increase in wealth and children 
and provide for you, gardens and provide for 

you rivers.’”

It is quoted in the Athar on the authority of 
Al-Hasan al-Basri (Rahimahullaah), that a man 
complained to him of a drought, so he (Al-
Hasan) said: “Ask Allaah’s forgiveness!” Another 
person complained to him about poverty. He (Al-
Hasan) said: “Ask Allaah’s forgiveness.” A third 
person complained to him about the barrenness 
of his garden. He (Al-Hasan) said: “Ask Allaah’s 
forgiveness.” A fourth person complained to 
him of not having children (barrenness), He (Al-
Hasan) said: “Ask Allaah’s forgiveness.” Then he 
(Rahimahullaah) recited to them Allaah’s Statement 
about Nuh (‘Alayhis-salaam), i.e. the aforementioned 
verses of Surat Nuh.

This denotes that if you return to Allaah in 
repentance and ask Him forgiveness for your 
sins and obey Him, He (Ta’ala) will increase your 
provision for you and provide you water from 
the blessings of the sky. He (Ta’ala) will cause the 
blessings of the earth and crops to grow for you. 
He will increase your livestock animals for you 
and provide you with milk and give you more 
wealth and children. This means that He (Ta’ala) 
will give you more wealth, more children, and 

gardens with various types of fruits. He will cause 
rivers to flow among these gardens.” [Tafseer Ibn 
Katheer]

These fruits (abundant goodness and generous 
provisions, etc.) are attained by the slave in 
this worldly life due to his Istighfaar (asking 
forgiveness from Allaah). And in the Hereafter, 
he will attain an abundant and great (enormous) 
reward, mercy, and forgiveness in addition 
to redemption from Hellfire and safety from 
torment. This is a matter that no one can detail 
except Allaah (Ta’ala).

Ibn Maajah (Rahimahullaah) reported on the authority 
of `Abdullaah ibn Busr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) that 
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “Tuba to those who find a lot of Istighfaar 
(seeking forgiveness) in the record of their deeds.” 
[Ibn Maajah no. 3818 and authenticated by Al-
Albaani who graded it Hasan] 

Tuba is a word that denotes either a glad tiding 
of Paradise, or a tree in Paradise, a good life or 
goodness generally.

At-Tabarani reported on the authority of Az-
Zubair ibn Al-’Awwam (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) that 
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “Whoever loves his record of deeds to bring 
him joy, let him increase in seeking forgiveness.” 
[Al-Silsilah as-Saheeha no. 2299 and Al-Albaani 
graded it Hasan]

It should be borne in mind that the meaning of 
Istighfaar (seeking forgiveness) is that which is 
joined with abandonment of the sin and one’s 
determination to abstain from committing it. 
In this case, the repentance of the person is 
considered a true repentance which obliterates 
all the previous sins. This is the Istighfaar 
(forgiveness) which Allaah recommends and 
recompenses its people with. 

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Aal-‘Imraan (3:135-
136): 

“And those who, when they commit an 
immorality or wrong themselves [by 

transgression], remember Allaah and seek 

 زئ رئ ّٰ ِّ  ُّ َّ  ٍّ  ٌّ ٰى 
 ىب نب مب  زب رب يئ ىئ نئ  مئ 

ىت  نت  مت زت  رت   يب  



forgiveness for their sins -  and who can 
forgive sins except Allaah? -  and [who] do not 

persist in what they have done while they 
know.”

ىف  يث ىث نث مث زث رث  يت
مل يك ىك مك لك اك يق ىق يف

“Those, their reward is forgiveness from 
their Lord and gardens beneath which rivers 

flow [in Paradise], wherein they will abide 
eternally; and excellent is the reward of the 

[righteous] workers.”

Forgiveness has three great 
effects joined (mentioned) in the 

following Hadeeth: 

Anas (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Allaah, Blessed 
is He and Most High said: ‘O son of Adam! Verily, 
as long as you called upon Me and hoped in 
Me, I forgave you, despite whatever may have 
occurred from you, and I did not mind. O son of 
Adam! Were your sins to reach the clouds of the 
sky, then you sought forgiveness from Me, I would 
forgive you, and I would not mind. O son of Adam! 
If you came to me with sins nearly as great as 
the earth, and then you met Me not associating 
anything with Me, I would come to you with 
forgiveness nearly as great as it.’” [At-Tirmidhi 
no. 3540 and authenticated by Al-Albaani who 
graded it Hasan]

First: When a slave commits a sin, he should not 
hope for the forgiveness of it from other than 
his Lord, knowing that no one forgives sins and 
punishes for them except Him (Ta’ala).

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that 
he heard the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
saying: “If somebody commits a sin and then says, 
‘O my Lord! I have sinned, please forgive me!’ and, 
his Lord says, ‘My slave has known that he has a 
Lord Who forgives sins and punishes for them, I 
therefore have forgiven My slave (his sin). ‘Then 
he remains without committing any sin for a while 
and then again commits another sin and says, ‘O 
my Lord! I have committed another sin, please 
forgive me,’ and Allaah says, ‘My slave has known 
that he has a Lord Who forgives sins and punishes 
for them, I therefore have forgiven My slave (his 

sin). Then he remains without committing any 

sin for a while and then commits another sin 
(for the third time) and says, ‘O my Lord, I have 
committed another sin, please forgive me,’ and 
Allaah says, ‘My slave has known that he has a 
Lord Who forgives sins and punishes for them, I 
therefore have forgiven My slave (his sin), he can 
do whatever he likes.’” [Al-Bukhaari no.7507]

Note: This Hadeeth opens the gate of hope for 
the sinful slave and does not open the gate of 
committing sins boldly or daring to commit sins.

Second: Istighfaar (seeking forgiveness) is even if 
the sins were great and abundant to an extent 
that they reached the sky (the clouds), and it is 
said, ‘Up to where the eyes extend.’

Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “By the One in Whose Hand is the soul of 
Muhammad, if you committed sins till your sins 
filled that which is between the heavens and the 
earth and then asked Allaah for forgiveness, He 
would forgive you your sins.” [Reported by Ahmad 
no.13493 and graded Hasan by Al-Albaani in 
Al-Silsilah as-Saheeha no. 1951] 

Istighfaar is asking for the Maghfirah 
(forgiveness). Al-Maghfirah is protection from 
the evil consequences of the sins with their 
concealment. If the Istighfaar is joined with 
Tawbah (repentance), Istighfaar becomes in this 
case, asking forgiveness with tongue and Tawbah 
(repentance) is quitting the sins by heart and 
limbs.

Third: At-Tawheed is the greatest means. 
Whoever loses it, then he has lost the forgiveness, 
and whoever brings the Tawheed, indeed he has 
brought the greatest means of forgiveness. This 
is because Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat An-Nisaa’ 
(4:48):

مب خب حب جب هئ مئ خئ حئ جئ يي ىي ني مي  زي

حج مث هت مت خت حت جت هب

“Verily, Allaah forgives not that partners 
should be set up with Him in worship, but He 
forgives except that (anything else) to whom 

He pleases, and whoever sets up partners 
with Allaah in worship, he has indeed 

invented a tremendous sin.”

Allaah’s forgiveness is so vast and extensive that 



if one believes in His Oneness and does not make 
anyone His partner nor associate anyone with 
Him, He will forgive all his sins.

The Gates of Jannah are opened in 
Ramadan 

It is reported by Al-Bukhaari and Muslim on the 
authority of Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu), that 
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “When the month of Ramadan comes, the 
gates of Paradise are opened and the gates of the 
(Hell) Fire are closed, and the devils are chained.” 
[Al-Bukhaari no. 3277 and Muslim no.1079] 

Jannah (Paradise) is the mercy of Allaah with 
which He (Ta’ala) shows mercy to whomever He wills 
of His slaves. It is Darus-Salam, i.e. the abode of 
peace, the abode which Allaah bestowed upon 
the Prophets, Siddiqeen (those followers of the 
Prophets who were first and foremost to believe 
in them), Martyrs and the Righteous. Underneath 
it, rivers flow and its palaces are made of bricks 
of silver and bricks of gold. Its mortar is musk 
of strong fragrance, its pebbles are pearls and 
rubies, and its earth is saffron. Its tents are made 
of hollowed pearls of which the length will be 
sixty miles in the sky. It is light that is shining, 
therein are flowing rivers, fruits and greenery and 
beautiful wives. In it are thornless lote-trees and 
banana trees with fruits piled one above another 
and its shade is long-extended, and its water is 
flowing constantly. Its dwellers are eating and 
living in delight; they will not need to urinate or 
discharge feces or spit or blow their noses. Their 
sweat will smell like musk, they will never die, 
and they will stay young (they will never become 
old); they will be in constant bliss. Their faces 
will be bright, laughing and rejoicing with clean 
beauty.

In it are wives of Houris. Its delight is eternal, 
everything in it is smiling. In it, the veil will 
be lifted up and they will look at the glorious 
Countenance of the All-Mighty, the Bestower. 
No matter how much anyone wills to describe 
the reality of Paradise and its delight, they will 
not be able to do so. This is because it is beyond 
imagination; higher than what one’s mind can 
perceive. 

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that 
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 

said: “Allaah said: ‘I have prepared for My pious 
slaves, things which have neither been seen by an 
eye, nor heard by an ear, nor (even) imagined by 
a human being.’ If you wish, you can recite this 
verse from the Noble Qur’an: ‘No person knows 
what is kept hidden for them of joy.’ [Surat As-
Sadjah (32:17)].” [Al-Bukhaari no. 3244] 

The People of Paradise will enter it in groups. 
Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Az -Zumar (39:73): 

ختمتهتمثحجمججحمح

“And those who kept their duty to their Lord 
will be led to Paradise in groups.”

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that 
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “The first group of people who will enter 
Paradise will be glittering like the moon on a 
full-moon night, and those who will follow them 
will glitter like the most brilliant star in the sky. 
They will not urinate, relieve nature, spit, or have 
any nasal secretions. Their combs will be of gold 
and their sweat will smell like musk. Aloes-wood 
will be used in their censers. Their wives will be 
Houris. All of them will look alike as if they are 
one person, in the image of their father Adam, 
sixty cubits tall.” [Al-Bukhaari no. 3327]

It is confirmed in the Sunnah that Jannah has 
eight gates.

Imaam Ahmad reported in his Musnad on the 
authority of Luqait ibn Aamir (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
when he came to the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) as a delegate: “.....And verily, Paradise has 
eight gates, the distance between every two gates 
is traversed by a rider in seventy years.” [Musnad 
Ahmad no. 16155]

One of these gates is called Ar-Rayyan, through 
which only those who fast will enter. 

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that he 
heard Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) saying: “Anybody who spends two things 
in Allaah’s Cause will be called from all the gates 
of Paradise, ‘O Allaah’s slave! This is good.’ He 
who is amongst those who offer Salaat (prayer) 
will be called from the gate of Salaat (prayer) 
(in Paradise) and he who is from the people of 



Jihaad, will be called from the gate of Jihaad, 
and he who is from those who give Sadaqah 
(charity, Zakaat, etc.), will be called from the gate 
of Sadaqah, and he who is amongst those who 
observe Sawm (fast) will be called from the gate 
of Ar-Rayyan.” Abu Bakr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said: 
“He who is called from all those gates will need 
nothing.” He added, “Will anyone be called from 
all those gates, O Allaah’s Messenger?” He (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Yes, and I hope you 
will be among those, O Abu Bakr.” [Al-Bukhaari 
no. 3666]

Ibn Al-Qayyim (Rahimahullaah) said: “When the 
endeavor of As-Siddiq [i.e. Abu Bakr as-Siddiqe 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu)] became lofty to perfect the 
ranks of Imaan and his own self looked forward to 
be called from all those gates, he asked Allaah’s 
Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam): “Would 
that happen to anyone amongst people in order 
for him to earnestly work to attain that?” The 
Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
gave him the glad tiding that he is from amongst 
those who will be called from all these gates. 
It is as if Abu Bakr (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) enquired if 
these ranks were completed for anyone such that 
he will be called on the Day of Judgment from all 
these gates.” 

“How lofty and exalted is the endeavor of this 
soul.” [Haadi al-Arwaah pp.222]

Al-Hafidh Ibn Hajar (Rahimahullaah) said: “The 
Hadeeth indicates that only a very few people 
will be called from all the gates of Paradise. 
Also, the Hadeeth points to the voluntary acts 
that the person performs and not the obligatory 
acts. This is because many Muslims perform 
all obligatory acts, but only a few perform all 
kinds of voluntary acts. And whoever gathered 
for himself all these acts, will be called from 
all the gates as an honor for him, although his 
entrance will be from one gate of the deed which 
he performed more than the other acts and was 
dominant, and Allaah knows best.” [Fat-h al-
Bari no. 7135, the Book of Merits of the Sahabah, 
Hadeeth no. 3666]

The pleasure of the people of Paradise is never 
exhausted (doesn’t come to an end) neither is 
their delight cut off. Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat 
Ar-Ra’d (13:35):

خنمنىنين

“Its provision is eternal and so is its shade.”

The absolute and most sublime delight of the 
people of Paradise is their seeing Allaah, the 
Blessed the Most High, and gazing (glancing) at 
Him in Jannah. 

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Yunus (10:26):

ملىليلجمحم

“For those who have done good is the 
best (reward, i.e. Paradise) and even more 

(i.e. having the honor of glancing at the 
Countenance of Allaah).”

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Qaaf (50:35):

مكملمنهنميهيَّـ

“There they will have all that they desire, and 
We have more (for them, i.e. a glance at the 

All-Mighty, All-Majestic).”

The “more” in the previous verses is explained and 
interpreted as ‘Seeing Allaah (Ta’ala) in Jannah.’

Muslim reported on the authority of Suhaib (Radia-

Allaahu ‘anhu) that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) said: “When the people of Paradise have 
entered Paradise, Allaah, Blessed is He and Most 
High, will say: ‘Do you want anything more?’ 
They will say: ‘Have you not brightened our faces, 
admitted us to Paradise, and saved us from the 
Fire?’ Then He will remove the Veil, and they will 
not be given anything that is dearer to them than 
gazing upon their Lord [the Mighty and Sublime].” 
[Muslim no. 181]

It was narrated by Hammad ibn Salamah with 
this chain (a Hadeeth similar to no. 449), and he 
added, then he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) recited 
this verse:

ملىليلجم

“For those who have done good is the 
best (reward, i.e. Paradise) and even more 

(i.e. having the honor of glancing at the 
Countenance of Allaah).” [Surat Yunus 10:26]

Jannah (Paradise) is Allaah’s most precious good 
which is not attained by mere wishes; rather, it 



is attained by Tawheed (belief in the Oneness) 
of Allaah, faith and performing righteous good 
deeds. This is what is indicated by the Qur’an and 
authentic Sunnah. 

Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (Rahimahullaah) said: 
“The action of the people of Paradise (in this 
world) is Imaan (belief) and Taqwa (piety), and 
the action of the people of Hell is Kufr (disbelief), 
Fusuq (disobedience to Allaah) and Isyan 
(rebellion). 

The deeds of the people of Paradise: Belief in 
Allaah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers, 
belief in the Last Day and the Decree, the good 
of it and the evil. Also (from their deeds) is 
Shahadatain, i.e. to testify that there is no god 
who deserves to be worshipped except Allaah 
and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah, 
to establish the Salaat (prayer), give the Zakaat, 
fast Ramadan, perform Hajj to the House of 
Allaah and worship Allaah as if you see Him and 
if you cannot reach to this state of devotion, then 
know that He sees you.

From the deeds of the people of Paradise are: 
truthful speech, rendering (fulfilling) the trust, 
fulfilling the covenants, dutifulness to parents, 
keeping good relations with kith and kin, doing 
good to the neighbors, to the orphans, to the 
slaves among humans and to the animals.

Also, from the actions of the people of Paradise 
are: sincerity to Allaah, reliance on Him, loving 
Him and His Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam), fearing Allaah, hoping for His Mercy, 
returning to Him in repentance, being patient 
with His Commands and Decisions, and being 
grateful for His Blessings and Bounties.

Further actions of the people of Paradise are: 
recitation of Qur’an, Dhikr (remembering Allaah), 
invoking Him, asking Him and desiring to meet 
Him, Enjoining the Ma’rouf and forbidding the 
Munkar and Jihaad (striving hard) in the Cause of 
Allaah against the disbelievers and hypocrites. 

In addition, from their actions is to join the 
relations with those who severed them, and 
giving those who stopped giving them, and to 
pardon those who wronged them. Verily, Allaah 
has prepared Paradise for the pious who spend 
[in Allaah’s Cause- deeds of charity, alms, etc.] 
in prosperity and in adversity, who repress anger 
and who pardon men; verily, Allaah loves the 

good-doers. 

From among the deeds of the people of Paradise 
is justice in all their affairs and with all the 
creation of Allaah, even with the disbelievers, and 
so forth of these deeds.” [Majmoo’ al-Fatawa]  

Let one who knows about Jannah and its delight 
hasten to compete and race to attain it, for its 
gates are wide open and its signs are clear and 
the ways to it are manifest.

Enchaining of the Devils in Ramadan

One of the characteristics of the month of 
Ramadan is the enchaining of devils and the 
giant demons in it.

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that 
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “When the month of Ramadan comes, the 
gates of Paradise are opened and the gates of 
(Hell) Fire are closed, and the devils are chained.” 
[Saheeh Al-Bukhaari no. 3277] 

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that 
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “When Ramadan begins, the gates of mercy 
are opened and the gates of Hell are closed, and 
the devils are chained up.” [An-Nasaa’i no. 2105, 
and authenticated by Al-Albaani who graded it 
Saheeh in Saheeh al-Jamie’ no. 6995] 

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) also narrated 
that the Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) said: “On the first night of the month 
of Ramadan, the Shayateen (devils) are shackled, 
the giant Jinn are restrained and the gates of the 
Fire are shut such that no gate among them would 
be opened. The gates of Paradise are opened such 
that no gate among them would be closed, and 
a caller calls: ‘O seeker of the good, come near!’ 
and ‘O seeker of evil, stop! For there are those 
whom Allaah frees from the Fire.’ And that is every 
night.” [At-Tirmidhi no. 682 and authenticated by 
Al-Albaani who graded it Hasan] 

Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (Rahimahullaah) said: 
“Enchaining the devils caused weakening of their 
focus and their actions, so they could not do in 
the month of Ramadan what they used to do in 
other months. It is not said that they were killed 
or died; rather, he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said 
that they were enchained. The enchained devils 
may harm us, but this is less and weaker than 
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in other than Ramadan. This is according to a 
person’s perfection or deficiency in his fasting. 
Those whose fasting is perfect and complete, 
will give the devil a strong push which deficient 
fasting cannot do.” [Majmoo’ al-Fatawa 25/ 246] 

Many among the people today (in the present 
time) ignore or are ignorant of the matter of the 
Shaytaan. They do not realize the extent of his 
plot and enmity to the sons of Adam; how he is 
keen to bring them out of Allaah’s Mercy and His 
Pleasure, and make them to fall into His Wrath, 
anger and (hell) Fire. 

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Faatir (35:6): 

“Surely, Shaytaan (Satan) is an enemy to you, 
so take (treat) him as an enemy. He only 
invites his Hizb (followers) that they may 
become the dwellers of the blazing Fire.”

This enmity is continuous till the Day of 
Resurrection. Whoever is occupied in this noble 
month with other than Allaah’s obedience, for 
example in sins, play, amusement, staying up 
late at night in vain gatherings and watching 
unlawful matters on the TV or media, indeed 
(truly) the Shaytaan has overcome him and 
dominated him. The plot of Shaytaan hardly can 
be restricted to these matters.

Ibn Al-Qayyim (Rahimahullaah) mentioned in his 
book “Ighathatul-Lahfaan”, that there are many 
plots of Shaytaan which he makes against the 
servants of Allaah. “Of his plots for the human 
beings is that he (the Shaytaan) makes evil seem 
fair to them, i.e. by presenting and driving them 
to a means in which one thinks there is benefit, 
then making them proceed to sources of his 
destruction. Afterward, when a person falls into 
that matter which is a source of his destruction, 
the Shaytaan leaves him alone and rejoices,  
laughing at the misfortune of the human being. 

For example, he (the Shaytaan) commands the son 
of Adam to steal, or to commit Zina (adultery) or 
kill someone, then he (the Shaytaan) scandalizes 
him and discloses his matter. 

Allaah says in Surat Al-Anfaal (8:48): 

  رئزئمئنئىئيئربزبمبنبىب

نث  يبرتزتمتىتيترثزثمث 

 ىثيثىفيفىقيقاكلكمكىكيكملىل

يلامممرن

“And (remember) when Shaytaan (Satan) 
made their (evil) deeds seem fair to them and 

said, ‘No one of mankind can overcome you 
this Day (of the battle of Badr) and verily, I 

am your neighbor (for each and every help).’ 
But when the two forces came in sight of each 

other, he ran away and said: ‘Verily, I have 
nothing to do with you. Verily! I see what 

you see not. Verily! I fear Allaah for Allaah is 
Severe in punishment.’”

“Shaytaan” came on the day of Badr in the shape 
of Suraqah ibn Malik ibn Ju’shum and said to 
the idolators: “I am your protector against Bani 
Kinanah harming your families and children.” 
When he (the Shaytaan) witnessed the soldiers 
of Allaah and the angels coming to the aid of 
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), he 
fled, leaving the idolators to meet their destiny.

Shaytaan made the idolators’ purpose for 
marching seem fair to them. Shaytaan did 
likewise to the monk when he lured him to commit 
Zina with a woman. And then, when the woman 
became pregnant, the Shaytaan suggested to the 
monk, that he kill the woman and her son. Then 
Shaytaan disclosed his matter to the family of 
the woman. When the monk asked the help of 
Shaytaan, he commanded him to prostrate to 
him. When the man obeyed him and prostrated, 
Shaytaan disowned him and declared himself 
free of his action. Allaah (Ta’ala) revealed the 
verses of Surat Al-Hashr (59:16) regarding this 
matter: 

 جفحفخفمفحقمقجكحكخكلكمك

جلحلخلملهلجمحم

“(Their allies deceived them) like Shaytaan 
(Satan), when he says to man: ‘Disbelieve in 

Allaah.’ But when (man) disbelieves in Allaah, 
Shaytaan (Satan) says: ‘I am free of you, I fear 

 يئ ىئ نئ مئ  زئ رئّٰ   ِّ ُّ  َّ ٍّ ٌّ
مب  زب رب  
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Allaah, the Lord of the ‘Alameen (mankind, 
Jinn and all that exists)!’”

The context of this verse is not particular to the 
aforementioned story. Rather, it is general with 
regards to everyone who obeys the Shaytaan 
in what he (Shaytaan) commands them by 
disbelieving (in Allaah) in order to help them. 
When they fall into the trap and their doom 
becomes imminent, he disavows and abandons 
them and declares himself free of them when 
they enter Hellfire, saying to them: 

هبجتحتختمتهتمث

“I deny your former act in associating me 
(Satan) as a partner with Allaah (by obeying 

me in the life of the world).” 
[Surat Ibraheem (14:22)] 

So, he leads them to the most evil of affairs and 
then totally dissociates from them. 

From the plots of the enemy of Allaah is that he 
frightens the believers from among his hosts and 
allies. Hence, the believers will not fight against 
them, or enjoin the good to them or forbid them 
from evil. This is one of the greatest plots of 
Shaytaan with the believers. Allaah (Ta’ala) has 
informed us about this in Surat Aal-‘Imraan 
(3:175): 

 مهىهيهجيحيخيميىيييٰذ

ٰى ٰر 

“It is only Shaytaan (Satan) that suggests 
to you, the fear of his Awliyaa [supporters 

and friends (polytheists, disbelievers in the 
Oneness of Allaah and in His Messenger, 
Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)], so 

fear them not, but fear Me, if you are (true) 
believers.”

The interpreters said that the Shaytaan frightens 
the believers of his Awliyaa [supporters and 
friends (polytheists, disbelievers in the Oneness 
of Allaah and in His Messenger, Muhammad (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)] i.e. Shaytaan threatens the 
believers with his friends and tries to pretend 
that they are powerful and fearsome. 

Qatadah said: “The Shaytaan tries to magnify his 

Awliyaa in the hearts of the believers; therefore, 
Allaah (Ta’ala) says: 

خيميىيييٰذٰر

“So fear them not, but fear Me, if you are 
(true) believers.”

As the faith of the slave is strengthened, his fear 
of the allies of Shaytaan will be removed from 
his heart; and as his faith is weakened, his fear of 
the allies of Shaytaan will increase.”

 � From the plots of the Shaytaan is that he 
bewitches (captivates, fascinates) the mind 
continuously till he deceives it. No one is safe 
from his charms (allurement) except whom 
Allaah wills. Shaytaan beautifies (adorns) 
the action that harms a person until he (the 
person) imagines that it is the most beneficial 
of things. And he (Shaytaan) uglifies and 
causes aversion to the action which is the 
most beneficial of matters to him until he 
imagines it as harmful. “La ilaha ill Allaah” 
none has the right to be worshipped except 
Allaah!! How many people are afflicted with 
this charm, and how constantly does he come 
between the hearts and Islam, Imaan and 
Ihsaan.

How much he makes the falsehood appear fair 
seeming and uglifies the truth and makes it 
appear offensive. 

How many times he garnishes falsely to the 
criticizers and promoted (popularized) the 
debasement of the knowledgeable!   

It is he who fascinated the minds until he threw 
their owners into different whims and divergent 
opinions; he led them to the ways of misguidance 
and threw them into destruction followed by 
another destruction (doomed matters). He 
adorned to them, idol worshipping, severing 
relations with kith and kin, killing daughters, 
and marrying their mothers. He promised 
them the attainment of Paradise despite their 
disbelief, disobedience and rebellion. He made 
Shirk appear great in their hearts and belittled 
disbelief in Allaah’s Attributes, His Highness 
over His Throne and His Speech in His Books. 
He made abandoning the enjoining of Ma’rouf 
(the good) and forbidding the Munkar (evil) a 
means of endearment (courtship) to people and 



QUESTION 1

In what year was 

fasting enjoined?

QUESTION 2

What is/are the main 
events that happened 

in the month of 
Ramadan during the 

lifetime of the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam)?

good conduct with them, acting upon Allaah’s 
Statement in Surat Al-Maa’idah (5:105):

ٰى ٌّ ٍَّّ ٰر  ٰذ

“O you who believe! Take care of your own 
selves, [do righteous deeds, fear Allaah much 
(abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds 

which He has forbidden) and love Allaah 
much (perform all kinds of good deeds which 

He has ordained)].”

And he made turning away from what was 
brought by the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
seem like blind imitation and being satisfied with 
the statement of those who are more learnt than 
them and made hypocrisy and compromising in 
religion out of courtesy, a kind of intellectual 
cohabitation (living) with people. 

He was the companion of our parents (Adam 
and Eve) when he brought them out of Paradise, 
he was the companion of Qabil when he killed 
his brother, he was the companion of the 
people of Nuh (Alayhis-salaam) when they were 
drowned, and the people of ‘Aad when they were 
destroyed with barren winds, the companion of 
the people of Prophet Salih (Alayhis-salaam) when 
they were destroyed with the awful cry, and 
the companion of the people of sodomy when 
they were swallowed by the earth followed with 
stoning, he was the companion of Fir’awn and his 
people when they were punished with a strong 
punishment, the companion of the worshippers 
of the calf and what happened to them, and 
he was the companion of Quraish when they 
were called to fight on the day of Badr, and the 
companions of every person who is afflicted with 
Fitnah.” [Ighathatul-Lahfan 1/125] 

This is the enemy whose descriptions are clearly 
shown, and his signs are apparently shown. He 
calls his party to be dwellers of the blazing Fire 
and he takes any way that fulfils that for him. 

Some of the Salaf used to say: “Any command 
Allaah commands with, but the Shaytaan has 
two whispers regarding it; either negligence and 
shortening or excessiveness and extremity. He 
doesn’t care which of these deviations he gets 
from the slave.” [Al-Wabil al-Sayyib pp.24]

Let everyone look into his self and his actions; 
does he respond to the Shaytaan and his traps; 
or he will hasten to repent to Allaah and quit 
that which he is on of misguidance and evil, 
declaring his enmity to this deadly (inveterate, 
stubborn) enemy, and he is in Allaah’s protection 
and guardianship, so he will thank Allaah for 
that and ask Allaah for steadfastness and exert 
his utmost to increase in performing righteous 
good deeds. The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) used to seek refuge in Allaah profusely 
from the Shaytaan and teach his companions 
that: in Surat Al-Mu’minun (23:97-98), Allaah 
(Ta’ala) says

ري    ٰى ين ىن نن من زن  رن

“And say, ‘My Lord, I seek refuge in You from 
the incitements of the devils,

جئ يي  ىي ني مي زي

And I seek refuge in You, my Lord, lest they be 
present with me.’”

Source: 
Maqaalaat Ramadaniyah by Shaikh ‘Abdur-Razzaq 

al-Badr
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Prophet ‘Ayyoub [Job (‘Alayhis-salaam)] was a 
descendant of Ibraheem’s (Abraham) offspring, 
as Allaah Almighty declared in Surat Al-An’aam 
(6:84):

زت رت يب ىب نب مب  زب

زث رث يت ىت نت مت

“and among his (Ibraheem) progeny: David, 
Solomon, Job, Joseph, Moses, and Aaron. Thus, 

do we reward the good doers.”

Allaah (Ta’ala) stated that ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) 
was one of the Prophets who He (Ta’ala) inspired 
(revealed to), as it is mentioned in Surat An-
Nisaa’ (4:163):

مه جه ين ىن من   خن

مي خي حي جي يه ىه

“We (also) inspired Ibraheem (Abraham), 
Isma’eel (Ishmael), Ishaque (Isaac), Ya’qoub 

(Jacob), and Al-Asbat [the twelve sons of 
Ya’qoub (Jacob)], ‘Eesa (Jesus), ‘Ayyoub (Job), 
Yunus (Jonah), Harun (Aaron), and Sulayman 

(Solomon).”

Allaah (Ta’ala) praised His worshipper ‘Ayyoub [Job 
(‘Alayhis-salaam)] in His Glorious Qur’an in Surat 
Saad (38:44):

ىهيهجيحيميىيييٰذٰر

“Truly! We found him patient. How excellent 
a slave! Verily, he was ever oft returning in 

repentance (to Us).”

‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) was repentant, 
remembering Allaah with thankfulness, patience, 
and steadfastness. This was the cause of his 
rescue and the secret of Allaah’s praising him.

Ibn Al-’Arabi said: “It is not quoted about ‘Ayyoub 
(‘Alayhis-salaam) in any authentic news except what 
Allaah (Ta’ala) has informed us about him in His 
Book in two verses:

1- In Surat Al-Anbiyaa’ (21:83)
2- In Surat Saad (39:41)

A group of angels were discussing Allaah’s 
other human creatures and how those who were 
humble earned Allaah’s Pleasure, while those 
who were arrogant incurred His displeasure. One 
of the angels remarked that the best created 
being on earth today is Job, a man of noble 

   The Story of 
                  

from the Qur’an and Sunnah
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character who displays great patience and 
always remembers his generous Lord. He is an 
excellent model for the worshippers of Allaah. 
In return, his Lord has blessed him with a long 
life and plenty of riches, yet he is never haughty 
or selfish. His family, his servants, as well as the 
needy and the poor share in his good fortune; he 
feeds and clothes the poor and buys slaves to 
set them free. He makes those who receive his 
charity feel as if they are favoring him, so kind 
and gentle is he.”

The general meaning of the story

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Saad (38:41):

هلجمحمخمممجنحنخنمنهنجه

“And remember Our servant ‘Ayyoub, when 
he invoked his Lord (saying): “Verily! Shaytaan 
has afflicted me with distress and torment!”

Shaikh As-Sa’dee (Rahimahullaah) said:

“(Remember) in this Book full of reminders (Our 
slave ‘Ayyoub) and mention him in the best terms, 
speaking highly of him. When harm befell him, 
he bore it with patience and did not complain 
to anyone except his Lord, turning only to Him. 
(When he called upon his Lord) in supplication, 
complaining to Him and none other, he said: My 
Lord (Verily the Shaytaan has afflicted me with 
hardship and pain) that is, something very hard, 
tough, and painful. The Shaytaan had been given 
power to harm him physically. 
He was afflicted with great sores that stayed for 
a long time. He faced severe calamity, his family 
died, and he lost his wealth.” [Tayseer al-Kareem]

It was said that “distress” referred to bodily 
afflictions and “torment” referred to the loss of 
his wealth and children.

‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) complained to Allaah 
that evil touched him with a painful torment, 
and tiresome, evil, distress and Waswasah (evil 
whispers).

Shaytaan can harm the son of Adam by his 
evil whispers till the person becomes mentally 
disturbed and sick.

Yazid ibn Maysarah said: “When Allaah tested 
‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) with loss of his family, 
wealth and children, and he had nothing left, 
he started to focus upon the remembrance 
of Allaah. ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) called upon 

Allaah and said: ‘I praise You, O Lord of the 
lords, Who has given me from His Bounty, wealth 
and children, and my heart was so busy with 
them. So You have taken them all, and made my 
heart empty except for Your remembrance. Now 
nothing comes between me and You, and if my 
enemy Iblees knows what You did to me, he will 
envy me.’” [Hilyat al-Awliya’ (5:239)]

Armed with this new authority, Iblees began to 
take revenge on ‘Ayyoub’s (‘Alayhis-salaam) body 
and filled it with disease until it was reduced 
to mere skin and bone, and ‘Ayyoub suffered 
severe pain. But through all the suffering 
‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) remained strong in his 
faith, patiently bearing all the hardships without 
complaining. Allaah’s righteous servant did not 
despair or turn to others for help; he remained 
hopeful of Allaah’s Mercy. Even his close relatives 
and friends deserted him. Only his kind, loving 
wife stayed with him. In his hour of need, she 
showered her kindness on him and cared for him. 
She remained his sole companion and comforter 
through the many years of his suffering.

Ibn Asaker narrated: “‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) was 
a man having much wealth of all kinds, beasts, 
slaves, vast lands of Haran and many children. 
All those favors were taken from him and he was 
physically afflicted as well. Not a single organ 
was sound except his heart and tongue, with 
which he glorified Allaah, the Almighty all day 
and night. His disease lasted for a long time until 
his visitors left, disgusted with him. His friends 
kept away from him, and people abstained from 
visiting him. No one felt sympathy for him except 
his wife. She took good care of him, knowing 
his former charity and pity for her, and she was 
serving people to gain money and feed her 
husband.”

‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) called out to his Lord: 

مي خي حي جي يه ىه مه جه ين  ىن

يي ىي

“And (remember) ‘Ayyoub (Job), when he cried 
to his Lord: ‘Verily, distress has seized me, 
and You are the Most Merciful of all those 

who show mercy.’” [Surat Al-Anbiyaa’ (21:83)]

He beseeched Allaah by telling Him about his 
situation, that his affliction had become so 
severe, and he referred to His abundant mercy.

Notice here that ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) did not 
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ask Allaah to remove the distress. He (‘Alayhis-

salaam) just complained to Allaah about his state, 
and this complaint to Allaah was sufficient, 
which implies a request for removal of distress. 
Therefore, Allaah (Ta’ala) said:

ٰر ٰذ

“So We answered his prayer.”

The context shows the Mercy and care of Allaah 
with His Prophets for them at the time of distress, 
whether the distress was the belying of their 
people for them as in the story of Ibraheem, Lut, 
Nuh (‘Alayhimus-salaam) or affliction with bounties as 
in the story of Dawoud and Sulayman (‘Alayhumus-

salaam) or affliction with harm and sickness like in 
the story of ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam).

Ibn Al-Qayyim (Rahimahullaah) said, as a commentary 
on the Du’aa of ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam): “This 
Du’aa (supplication) joined the reality of Tawheed 
along with showing neediness to His Lord, and 
confession of attribute of mercy of Allaah, that 
He is the Most Merciful of all those who show 
mercy, and imploring (beseeching) Allaah with 
His Attributes showing intensive neediness and 
poverty. And whenever the afflicted person has 
all this, then his calamity will be removed.” [Al-
Fawa’id, p.201] 

زئ رئ ٰى ٌّ ٍّ َّ ُِّّ ٰر  ٰذ

مب زب رب يئ ىئ نئ مئ

“So We answered his prayer and relieved his 
affliction. And We restored his family to him 
and doubled their number, as a mercy from 

Us and as a reminder for all who worship Us.” 
[Surat Al-Anbiyaa’ (21:84)]

Allaah, the Most Merciful of those who show 
mercy responded to him, and said to him:

ٰهجيحيخيميهيمئ

“Strike the ground with your foot. This is 
(a spring of) water to wash in, cool and a 
(refreshing) drink.” [Surat Saad (38:42)]

So he struck the ground with his foot, and as 
a result of his doing so, a spring of cold water 
gushed forth. He bathed in it and drank from it, 
and Allaah relieved him of his affliction. [Tayseer 
al-Kareem]

خلملىليلجمحمخمممىميمجن

“And We gave him (back) his family, and 
along with them, the like thereof, as a mercy 

from Us, and a reminder for those who 
understand.” [Surat Saad (38:43)]

Al-Hasan and Qatadah said: “Allaah brought his 
family themselves back to life, and added others 
like them.” [At-Tabari]

حمخم

“ (as a mercy from Us,) means, in return for 
his patience, steadfastness, repentance, 
humility and constant turning to Allaah.”

ممىميم

“(and a reminder for those who understand.)”

means, for those who understand that the 
consequence of patience is a solution and a way 
out. [Ibn Katheer]

Shaikh As-Sa’dee (Rahimahullaah) said:

“(And We restored his family to him)- it was said 
that Allaah brought them back to life for him 
(and doubled their number) in this world, and 
Allaah made him rich and bestowed upon him a 
great deal of wealth (as a Mercy from Us) to Our 
slave ‘Ayyoub, as he was patient and steadfast. 
Thus, We granted him reward by Our Mercy in 
this world and the Hereafter (and as a reminder 
to people of understanding), so that people of 
understanding might remember the story of 
‘Ayyoub and learn a lesson from it, and realize 
that whoever bears harm with patience, Allaah 
(Ta’ala) will reward him in this world and the 
Hereafter, and will answer his supplication when 
he calls upon Him.” [Tayseer al-Kareem]

‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) got angry with his wife 
and was upset about something she had done, 
so he swore an oath that if Allaah healed him, 
he would strike her with one hundred lashes. 
When Allaah healed him, how could her service, 
mercy, compassion, and kindness be repaid with 
a beating? So Allaah showed him a way out:

حنخنمنىنينجهمهىه

“And take in your hand a bundle of thin grass 
and strike therewith (your wife) and break 

not your oath.” [Surat Saad (38:44)]



So Allaah (Ta’ala) told him to strike her once with a 
bundle of one hundred reeds, thus enabling him 
to fulfil his oath without harming her or being 
unjust towards her.

Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Anas 
ibn Maalik (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that the 
Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “Allaah’s Prophet ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam), 
suffered for eighteen years from his affliction 
and was shunned by relatives and strangers 
alike, besides two men who were the closest of 
his brothers to him. They used to visit him every 
morning and every evening. One of them said to 
his companion: ‘You know, by Allaah, that ‘Ayyoub 
committed a great sin which nobody in the world 
ever committed.’ His companion said: ‘Why are 
you saying that?’ He said: ‘For eighteen years 
he has been suffering and Allaah has not had 
mercy on him and relieved his suffering.’ When he 
went to him the next morning, the (second) man 
could not wait to tell this to ‘Ayyoub. ‘Ayyoub, 
(‘Alayhis-salaam) said: ‘I do not know what you are 
talking about, but Allaah knows if I passed by 
two men who were arguing and they mentioned 
the Name of Allaah, I would go back home and 
offer expiation lest they had mentioned the Name 
of Allaah in an improper manner.’ Whenever he 
went out to answer the call of nature, when he 
finished, his wife would take his hand until he 
came back home. One day he took a long time, 
and Allaah had revealed to ‘Ayyoub, [Strike the 
ground with your foot. This is (a spring of) water 
to wash in, cool and a (refreshing) drink]. She 
thought that he had taken too long, so she turned 
to look at him, and saw that Allaah had taken 
away the afflictions he had been suffering, and he 
looked better than he had ever looked. When she 
saw him, she said: ‘May Allaah bless you! Have 
you seen Allaah’s Prophet, the one who is sorely 
tested? By Allaah, I have never seen a man who 
looks more like him than you, if he were healthy.’ 
He said: ‘I am he.’ He had two threshing floors (an 
area where the husks are removed from grains), 
one for wheat and one for barley. Allaah sent 
two clouds, and when one of them reached the 
threshing floor of the wheat, it rained gold until it 
was full. The other rained silver on the threshing 
floor of the barley until it was full.” This is the 
wording of Ibn Jarir (Rahimahullaah).
[At-Tabari 21: (211), Al-Hakim no. 4115 and 
authenticated by Al-Albaani in Al-Silsilah as-
Saheeha no.17 and graded Saheeh]
Imaam Ahmad (Rahimahullaah) recorded that 
Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) said that the 
Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “While ‘Ayyoub was bathing naked, locusts 

of gold fell upon him. ‘Ayyoub, (‘Alayhis-salaam) 
began gathering them in his garment. Then his 
Lord called to him: ‘O ‘Ayyoub, have I not made 
you so rich that you have no need of what you 
see?’ He (Alayhis-salaam) said: ‘Yes, O Lord! But 
I can never be self-sufficient of Your blessing!’” 
[Al-Bukhaari [nos. 279, 3391, 7493 and Sunan 
An-Nasaa’i no. 409]

Lessons from the story of ‘Ayyoub 
(‘Alayhis-salaam)

1  Allaah praised ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) for 
his patience and steadfastness:

يهجيحيميىيييٰذ

“Truly! We found him patient. How excellent 
a servant! Verily, he was ever oft returning in 

repentance (to Us)!” [Surat Saad (38:44)]

2  Allaah (Ta’ala) praised ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) 
for being an excellent servant: 

ميىي

“How excellent a servant!” 

This indicates the high status of servitude with 
Allaah (Ta’ala) and servitude is a praiseworthy 
character for a person. The good and faithful 
slave is he who reaches the highest levels of 
servitude to Allaah at times of both ease and 
hardship.

3  Allaah (Ta’ala) also praised ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-
salaam) for being oft returning to Him. He 

often turned to Allaah to help him reach his 
spiritual and worldly goals, and constantly 
remembered his Lord, called upon Him, loved 
Him and showed devotion to Him.

4  The Prophets do not possess the power of 
benefitting or harming themselves. Allaah 

mentions what ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) said in 
Surat Saad (38:41):

حنخنمنهنجهمه

“Verily! Shaytaan has afflicted me with 
distress and torment!”

If the Prophets were capable of repelling harm 
from themselves, ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) would 
have done that for himself. No one other than 
Allaah (Ta’ala) Owns the Power of affecting benefit 
and harm.
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5  The permissibility of beseeching Allaah by 
mentioning one’s state:

‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) beseeched Allaah 
by mentioning his state and calamity and 
complained only to Allaah about the harm and 
distress which had befallen him.

6  Allaah responds to the invocation of the 
one calling unto Him (Ta’ala), and Allaah 

might delay the response for a wisdom.

For eighteen years ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) remained 
in his distress and Allaah (Ta’ala) postponed the 
removal of his distress for a wisdom, and ‘Ayyoub 
(‘Alayhis-salaam) was elevated and increased in 
status with Allaah (Ta’ala). Had Allaah (Ta’ala) 
responded to the invocation of ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-

salaam) the next day, he (‘Alayhis-salaam) would not 
have attained the degree that he attained after 
eighteen years of distress, and he would not have 
become an example of patience for the early and 
later generations.

7  Allaah’s great Ability in making the spring 
gush forth with the strike of the foot of 

‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam)

8  The affirmation of taking the means. 
‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) was commanded 

to strike the ground with his foot because he 
was unable to dig the ground to get the water. 
Although the strike of ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) was 
weak, Allaah (Ta’ala) wills to teach His servants to 
take the means no matter how weak they are. It 
was said to Maryam (‘Alayhas-salaam):

خلملهلجم

“And shake the trunk of date-palm towards 
you.”

[Surat Maryam (19:25)]

One takes the means while putting his trust in 
Allaah (Ta’ala).

9  The story of ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) is a 
lesson for the people of understanding. The 

story indicates (points out) that the good end is 
for those who are patient. Allaah (Ta’ala) rewarded 
‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) after the calamity was 
over.

10 When Allaah loves a slave, He afflicts 
him.

The story emphasizes that the slaves of Allaah 
are afflicted as well as the rebellious and wicked 
people. ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) was an obedient 

slave to Allaah when Allaah afflicted him. 

11 Shaytaan may be given power over the 
Prophet.

In one story, Shaytaan was given authority 
against Sulayman (‘Alayhis-salaam), and in another 
story, our Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was 
afflicted by magic done by a Jew who took the 
help of devils.

12 When an afflicted person invokes Allaah 
(Ta’ala), Allaah will respond to him, as 

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat An-Naml (27:62):

حجمججحمحجخ

“Is not He (better than your gods) Who 
responds to the distressed one, when he calls 

Him.”

And Allaah brings relief after distress and 
adversity, and ease follows every difficulty.

13 Allaah (Ta’ala) is Able to remove sicknesses 
and distresses immediately without any 

means. However, He (Ta’ala) intends to teach His 
servants to take the means (which is part of 
having Tawakkul on Him) and seek the means 
of healing and curing. Prophet Muhammad 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Verily, for every 
sickness (illness) that Allaah sends down, there is a 
medicine. There are those who know it and others 
who do not know it.” [Reported by Al-Haakim 
no. 7423 and authenticated by Al-Albaani in Al-
Silsilah as-Saheeha no. 451]

14 Breaking an oath and not fulfilling it, 
basically, is forbidden. This is because  

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Al-Maa’idah (5:89):

يي ىي ني مي زي  ري

“But He will punish you for your deliberate 
oaths;”

The scholars said regarding Allaah’s Statement 
in Surat Al-Maa’idah (5:89):

حض جض مص خص

“And protect your oaths” 
“Do not swear much.” 

“It is better not to take oaths, but if you have 
taken it, and later you find a better solution for 
the problem, then act according to the better 
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one and give atonement (expiation) for the oath.”

15 Whoever fears Allaah and keeps his duty 
to Him and turns to Him in repentance, 

Allaah will make a way out for him from every 
difficulty, as Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat At-Talaq 
(65:2-3):

رنزنمنننىنينٰىريزيمينيىي

“And whosoever fears Allaah and keeps his 
duty to Him, He will make a way for him to 

get out (from every difficulty).
And He will provide him from (sources) he 

never could imagine.” 

Allaah (Ta’ala) made a way out and gave the 
solution for ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) to fulfil his 
oath to punish his loyal wife and avoid breaking 
his vow. Allaah guided him to take a bundle of 
thin grass, with one hundred stems, and hit her 
with it once.

16 The permissibility of beating the wife in a 
way of admonishing her.

The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“Your rights over them are that they should not 
allow anyone whom you dislike to tread on your 
bedding. If they do that, then hit them, but in 
a manner that does not cause injury or leave a 
mark.” [Muslim no. 1218]

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat An-Nisaa’ (4:34):

ٍَّّ

“(and last) beat them (lightly, if it is useful),”

and the Sunnah explained it to be without causing 
injury or leaving a mark.

17 There is a lesson in the two righteous 
men who used to visit ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-

salaam) every day after all his relatives and 
people shunned him. It is incumbent upon a 
Muslim to help his brother if he is afflicted, and 
to stand beside him, supporting him spiritually 
and financially.

18 The wife is loyal to her husband when he 
is afflicted with any affliction in his body 

or wealth or so forth; she remains patient with 
him and does not abandon him. 

In the story of ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam), he (‘Alayhis-

salaam) used to depend on his wife to take him 
with hand to answer the call of nature and bring 

him back. Sometimes he used to cling to her 
braided hair to get up. 

19 Complaining to Allaah does not contradict 
or oppose patience, as ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-

salaam) did, saying:

يي ىي مي خي حي جي  يه

“Verily, distress has seized me, and You are 
the Most Merciful of all those who show 

mercy.” [Surat Al-Anbiyaa’ (21:83)]

And this is considered an act of worship, while 
complaining to people is an act of humiliation. 
‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) complained about his 
state to Allaah (Ta’ala), like how Ya’qoub (‘Alayhis-

salaam) said in Surat Yusuf (12:86): 

مكجلحلخلملهل

“I only complain of my grief and sorrow to 
Allaah.”

Sources: 
1. Tafseer Ibn Katheer
2. Tayseer Al-Kareem
3. Story of ‘Ayyoub (‘Alayhis-salaam) by Muhammad 

Salih al-Munajjid, Al-Munajjid.com

QUESTION 3

What are the 

pillars of fasting?



1) Inhaling dust unintentionally:

Ibn Qudamah (Rahimahullaah) said: “Whatever one 
cannot avoid, such as swallowing one’s saliva, or 
inhaling dust from sifting flour, or dust from the 
road, or a fly that enters one’s mouth, does not 
invalidate the fast, because avoiding such things 
is not possible, and Allaah does not burden any 
person with more than he can bear.” [End quote, 
Al-Kaafi]

Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “If a fly 
enters the mouth unintentionally, and one is able 
to bring it out, let him do so. But if it enters the 
throat and the person is unable to bring it out, 
and if he did that, he might vomit, we say, this is 
forgivable.
Similarly, if dust enters the mouth, one’s fast 
will not be invalid if this happens without any 
deliberate action on his part. And it will not be 
said to the worker (labor) who works in a place, 
in an environment filled with dust, ‘Do not work 
while fasting’. This is because the entrance of 
this dust is something that cannot be avoided.” 
[Paraphrased - Sharh Al-Mumti’]
The same ruling applies to dust from sifting flour, 
barley, and wheat or dust from plaster or coal.

2) Swallowing saliva and mucus:

Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “If the 
fasting person swallows his saliva, that does not 
invalidate his fast. Even if he gathered it in his 

mouth and then swallowed it, that is not disliked. 
Accordingly, one should not spit out even after 
drinking water at the Adhaan of Fajr prayer. This 
is because none of the Companions were doing 
that. However, if the taste of the food remains in 
his mouth such as the sweetness of the date or 
so forth, he should spit it out and not swallow it.

As for the mucus, it is Haraam to swallow it 
whether one is fasting or not. This is because 
it is dirty and carries sickness which the body 
produced. If one returns it to the stomach, this 
may cause harm to the person. However, the 
most preponderant point of view is that it does 
not break the fast even if it reaches the mouth 
of the person, because it did not come out of the 
mouth and because it is not regarded as food 
or drink. Therefore, if it reaches the mouth and 
the person swallows it, it does not invalidate the 
fast.” [Sharh Al-Mumti’]

      3) Vomitting unintentionally:

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that 
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “Whoever is overcome by vomiting, then he 
is not required to make up (the fast), and whoever 
vomits on purpose, then he must make it up.” [At-
Tirmidhi no. 720, authenticated by Al-Albaani 
and graded Saheeh]

The one who makes himself vomit deliberately 
by looking at something disgusting, or smelling 

Things that do not invalidate the Fast
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 يئ ىئ   نئ مئ زئ  رئ  ّٰ ُِّّ 
ىب  نب مب زب  رب  

something bad, or pressing his stomach, or 
entering his finger in his throat to vomit or 
to hear something that causes him to vomit 
has invalidated his fast. There is no difference 
whether he vomited much or little. [Paraphrased 
from the statement of Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen in 
Sharh Al-Mumti’]

4) Wet dream whilst fasting:

A wet dream is when a sleeping person imagines 
intercourse. Having a wet dream during the day 
in Ramadan does not invalidate the fast, because 
this is a matter that is beyond a person’s control, 
and the pen is lifted from the sleeping person. 
However, the person has to take Ghusl to cleanse 
himself from Janaabah (impurity) if semen was 
emitted. [Fatwa Al-Lajnah Ad-Da’imah]

5) The blood that comes out without 
deliberate action (happens involuntarily) 
such as an accident, or nosebleed, or from 
an injury of any part of the body, and so 
forth does not invalidate the fast even if 
the amount of blood is great. [Fatawa issued 
by Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen]

With regards to bleeding that results from 
extraction of a tooth, surgery or a blood test, etc. 
that also does not invalidate the fast because it 
is not cupping, unless it has an effect on the body 
similar to that of cupping (such as weakening of 
the body).

6) Eating and drinking during the day in 
Ramadan out of forgetfulness:

Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that 
the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“If somebody eats or drinks forgetfully then he 
should complete his fast, for what he has eaten 
or drunk has been given to him by Allaah.” [Al-
Bukhaari no. 1933]

Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen (Rahimahullaah) said: “There 
is also a general evidence which is one of the 
strongest legal fundamentals which is the 
Statement of Allaah (Ta’ala) in Surat Al-Baqarah 
(2:286):

جضحضخضمضحطمظجعمع

“Our Lord! Punish us not if we forget or fall 
into error.”

And Allaah (Ta’ala) said: “I did.”
However, if one eats or drinks forgetfully, then 
remembers and the morsel is still in his mouth, 
it is required for him to spit it out; but if it has 
reached his throat, then it is not required from 
him to bring it out because if he does that, he 
may vomit and spoil his fast.”

7) Eating while one is not certain of the 
rise of dawn:

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Al-Baqarah (2:187):

“and eat and drink until the white thread 
(light) of dawn appears to you distinct from 

the black thread (darkness of night).”

The opposite to appearance is doubt, as long as 
it (the rising of dawn) did not appear (yet) to one, 
then he may eat and drink. [Sharh Al-Mumti’]

Shaikh Ibn Baaz (Rahimahullaah) said: “If one 
hears the Adhaan and knows that this is the 
call for Fajr prayer, he must stop eating. If the 
Mu’adhdhin gives the call to prayer before dawn 
breaks, then one does not have to stop eating, 
and it is permissible for him to eat and drink until 
it is clear to him that dawn has risen.” [Fatawa 
Ramadan]

8) Breaking the fast while thinking the sun 
has set but one is uncertain:

If the fasting person thinks that most likely the 
sun has set and he breaks his fast, his fast is valid 
as long as he is not sure whether the sun has set, 
and there is no Qadaa’ (making up) due on him.

The evidence for that is the Hadeeth narrated by 
Asma’ (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) who said: “We broke our 
fast on a cloudy day at the time of the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), then the sun appeared.” 
[Al-Bukhaari no.1959]

It is known that they did not break their fast on 
the basis of certain knowledge, because if they 
had broken their fast on the basis of certain 
knowledge, the sun would not have appeared 
after that.
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The most preponderant point of view is that there 
is no Qadaa’ (making up) due upon one who has 
broken his fast on the basis of his thinking it most 
likely that the sun had set. [Sharh Al-Mumti’]

It is not mentioned in the Hadeeth that the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) had ordered them to 
make up for that day; otherwise that matter 
would have been known and spread among them 
and been mentioned like the news about their 
breaking of the fast had been mentioned.

Shaikhul-Islaam (Rahimahullaah) said: “This point of 
view is the strongest view based on the Qur’an, 
Sunnah and al-Qiyas.”

9) Waking up in the morning in a state 
of Janaabah (impurity due to sexual 
intercourse or a wet dream):

There is nothing wrong with delaying Ghusl (ritual 
bath) until after taking Sahoor or till the rising 
of the dawn. One’s fast is valid and there is no 
Qadaa’ due on him.
It was narrated from Sulaiman ibn Yasar that he 
asked Umm Salamah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) about a 
man who wakes up Junub (state of impurity due 
to sexual intercourse), can he fast? She said: “The 
Messenger of Allaah (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
used to wake up Junub, not as a result of a wet 
dream, and he would fast.” [Muslim no. 1109]

‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha) narrated that a man 
came to the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
and asked him a question and she was listening 
from behind the door. He said: “O Messenger of 
Allaah, the time for prayer comes while I am 
Junub, can I fast?” The Messenger of Allaah 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Me too, the time 
for prayer comes while I am Junub, and I fast.” 
[Muslim no. 1110]

10) Enemas, eyedrops, tooth extraction, 
filling or cleaning of the teeth with Siwak 
or toothbrush, as long as one avoids 
swallowing anything that reaches the 
throat

11) Insertion of a catheter tube or medical 
scope or an opaque dye for the purpose 
of x-rays, or as medicine or a solution to 
wash the bladder

12) Insertion of a medical instrument 
or IUD into the womb, and insertion of 
anything into the vagina such as pessaries 
or a speculum for the purpose of medical 
examination

13) Oxygen or anesthetic gases, so long as 
they do not give any kind of nourishment 
to the patient

14) Anything that may enter the body 
via absorption through the skin, such as 
creams, etc.

15) Insertion of a scope through the 
stomach by means of laparoscopy

16) Endoscopy so long as it is not 
accompanied by administration of 
solutions or other substances

17) Introduction  of any medical 
instruments or materials to the brain or 
spinal column [Majaalis Ramadan by Shaikh 
Ibn ‘Uthaimeen]

Sources:
-Sharh Al-Mumti’ by Shaikh Ibn ‘Uthaimeen 

-islamqa

QUESTION 4
How many times is the month of Ramadan mentioned in the Qur’an? And in which Surah?
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Abu Hurairah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) narrated that 
Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “If one of you gets up to pray at night and 
falters in his recitation of Qur’an (i.e. it becomes 
difficult to recite correctly), and does not know 
what he is saying, let him lie down.” [Muslim no. 
787]

An-Nawawi (Rahimahullaah) said: “The reason 
behind the abstinence from reciting is explained 
by Allaah’s Messenger (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
in the narration of ‘Aishah (Radia-Allaahu ‘anha)- the 
mother of the believers- when he (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘If one of you becomes sleepy 
while praying, let him sleep until sleep goes away 
from him, for if one of you prays while he is 
sleepy, he may intend to pray for forgiveness, but 
end up impugning (abusing) himself.’ [Muslim no. 
786].” [Sharh Muslim by An-Nawawi]

This is a very gentle guidance shown by the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). Therefore, 
the reciter of the Qur’an and the one who offers 
the Salaat are commanded to stop (abstain from) 
praying and reciting the Qur’an while dozing, 
because he does not know whether he may be 
asking pardon or vilifying himself while he does 
not perceive it. Also, this is to protect the Qur’an 
from unclear speech and jabber, such that one 
utters a word wrongly and changes (twists) the 

meaning. 

Since peace of mind and concentration are 
essential for offering Salaat, it should be offered 
when one is fresh and free from tiredness and 
drowsiness. These two Ahadeeth clearly state 
the reason Muslims have been prohibited  from 
offering Salaat when they are overwhelmed by 
sleep. Under such conditions, one cannot make 
a proper expression of one’s humility before 
Allaah, which is the essence of Salaat.

Therefore, in such conditions, one should first 
have some sleep, because only then one will 
get real pleasure from the recitation of the 
Noble Qur’an, prayer and praise of Allaah, and 
will be in a position to beseech Him earnestly 
for pardoning one’s sins. [Commentary on the 
Hadeeth by As-Sana’ani]

Thus, one should not strain himself, but go back 
to sleep until drowsiness leaves him whereupon 
he can resume the night prayer. In the case that 
Fajr rises, then one can make up the Witr at Duhaa 
time, but as ‘Shaf’’ (i.e. two-Rak’ah followed by 
two) in even number. [Ibn ‘Uthaimeen in Riyadus-
Saliheen]
 
Note: It is incumbent upon the reciter of the 
Qur’an to hold back from reciting if he starts 
yawning. This is because if one continues reciting 
while yawning, he may utter a noisy, funny speech 
(words) and voice. And Allaah’s Speech should be 
respected and protected from that.

Sunnah

Holding on 
(AbstAining) 

from reciting 
tHe Qur’An
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The desirability (recommendation) of continuous 
recitation without cutting it off

One of the manners which is recommended for 
the reciter of the Qur’an to act upon is that if he 
starts reciting the Qur’an, he should not cut it 
off except for a genuine accidental matter. This 
is a manner towards the Speech of Allaah i.e. it 
should not be cut off by worldly matters.

One wonders at those who are waiting to 
establish the Salaat in congregation in the 
Masjid. They cut off their recitation many times 
for worldly reasons which are not important. 
One should know, the Shaytaan never wants the 
good for the Muslims!    

Al-Bukhaari reported on the authority of Nafi’, 

the freed slave of Ibn ‘Umar: “Whenever Ibn 
‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) recited the Qur’an, he 
would not speak to anyone till he had finished 
his recitation. Once I held the Qur’an and he 
recited Surat Al-Baqarah from his memory 
and then stopped at a certain verse and said: 
‘Do you know in what connection this verse was 
revealed?’ Nafi’ replied: ‘No.’ He said: ‘It was 
revealed in such and such connection.’ Ibn ‘Umar 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) then resumed his recitation.” 
[Al-Bukhaari no. 4526]

It was the habit of Ibn ‘Umar (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhuma) 
not to stop his recitation except for the sake of 
imparting knowledge, which is also another act 
of worship.

Sources: 
Kitab Al-Adaab by Fu’ad ibn Abdul-Azeez Al-Shalhoob 

Sharh Riyad-us-Saliheen by Ibn Uthaimeen.

Q1 Why did the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) call the month of  
Rajab, “Rajab of (the tribe of) Mudar”?

A  The tribe of Mudar was the only Arab 
tribe saying that Rajab is the month 

that is between Jumada and Sha’ban, not like 
other tribes changing the sacred months. 

Q2 What are the most important 
events that happened in the month 

of Rajab during the lifetime of Prophet 
Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)?

A  The Battle of Tabouk

Q3 The Salaf (righteous predecessors) 
used to call the month of Sha’ban: 

“The month of .......”?

A  Al-Qurra’ (the reciters of Qur’an).

Q4 What is the significance of the 
month of Sha’ban?

A  It is a month in which the deeds are 
taken up to the Lord of the worlds. 

Q5 Why did the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) observe fast in the 
month of Sha’ban more than any other 
month apart from Ramadan?

A  The Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
said: “That is a month to which people 

do not pay much attention.” [An-Nasaa’i no. 
2357]

ANSWERES TO LAST ISSUE’S QUIZ
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Introduction 

An-Nu’maan ibn Bashir (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu) 
narrated that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) said: “Supplication is worship.” 
Then he (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) recited 
(interpretation of the meanings): “And your 
Lord said: ‘Call upon Me, I will answer you. 
Verily, those who scorn My Worship, they 
will surely enter Hell in humiliation.’” [Surat 
Ghaafir (40:60)] [At-Tirmidhi no. 3247 and 
authenticated by Al-Albaani who graded it 
Saheeh]

Du’aa is one of the sublime acts of worship that 
the Shar’ (Islamic Law) urges and encourages 
us to do.

In this Hadeeth, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam) said that ‘Du’aa is the worship’, i.e. 
when the slave invokes Allaah (Ta’ala) his Lord, 
he will be worshipping Allaah while confessing 
to His Perfect Lordship and His Right to be 
worshipped. The slave will be approaching 
Allaah alone and turning away from other 
than Him, calling Allaah by His Names and 

Attributes, seeking His help to fulfill his needs 
in this world and the Hereafter. Then the 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) recited the 
following verse from Surat Ghaafir (40:60):

يه ىه جه ين ىن من  خن

ٰذ يي ىي مي خي حي جي

“And your Lord said: ‘Invoke Me [i.e. believe 
in My Oneness (Islamic Monotheism)] 

(and ask Me for anything) I will respond 
to your (invocation). Verily! Those who 

scorn My worship [i.e. do not invoke Me, 
and do not believe in My Oneness, (Islamic 
Monotheism)] they will surely enter Hell in 

humiliation!’”

Shaikh As-Sa’dee (Rahimahullaah) said: “By His 
Kindness towards His slaves and the immense 
blessings He bestows upon them, Allaah called 
them to that which is in their best interest in 
both spiritual and worldly terms. He (Ta’ala) 
instructed them to call upon Him, meaning 
both the supplication of worship (Du’aa al-

The Supplications of the Prophets in the Qur’an
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’Ebadah) and the supplication of asking for what 
they need (Du’aa al-Mas’alah).
He promised to respond to them and warned 
them against being too arrogant to do that. 
Verily, those who are too arrogant to worship 
Allaah will enter Hell in humiliation i.e. they 
will be humiliated and despised, suffering a 
combination of punishment and humiliation 
as a requital (retribution) for their arrogance.” 
[Tayseer al-Kareem]

There are no supplications better than the ones 
the Prophets and Messengers supplicated with. 
Therefore, it is very important to learn and 
contemplate the supplications of the Prophets 
and Messengers that Allaah (Ta’ala) mentions in 
the Noble Qur’an. 

In Surat Al-An’aam (6:90), Allaah (Ta’ala) mentioned 
some of their (Prophets and Messengers) blessed 
news, sublime deeds and virtuous characters. He 
(Ta’ala) says:

حق مف خف حف جف مغ جغ مع

“They are those whom Allaah had guided. So 
follow their guidance.” 

Allaah commanded the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) to follow their ways, adhere to 
their path and direct his Ummah (followers) to 
do the same.

He (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) complied with this 
command and followed the guidance of the 
Messengers who came before him. He acquired 
all perfect attributes and virtues, by means 
of which he surpassed all people and was the 
leader of the Messengers, foremost among the 
pious. 

The Prophets and Messengers are the best and 
chosen ones among the people. In their stories 
and news are many lessons and admonitions 
for the believers of all religious statuses to 
follow: in the stance of Tawheed, establishing 
the servitude, in patience, steadfastness on the 
religion, in truthfulness and sincerity to Allaah 
in all their movements. Truly in their stories, is a 
consolation for the distressed ones, a provision 
for the pious and a joy for the worshippers and 
believers.

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Yusuf (12:111):

حك جك مق حق خف حف جف مغ جغ مع  جع

هل مل خل حل جل مك لك  خك

جن مم خم حم جم
 

“Indeed, in their stories, there is a lesson for 
men of understanding. It (the Qur’an) is not 

a forged statement but a confirmation of 
Allaah’s existing Books [the Taurat (Torah), 

the Injeel (Gospel) and other Scriptures 
of Allaah] and a detailed explanation of 

everything and a guide and a mercy for the 
people who believe.”

Allaah (Ta’ala) chose them and made them 
superior and leaders for the creation. Allaah 
made them examples to be followed in good. By 
them, Allaah is known; by them, Allaah is unified 
in worship (singled out with worship); by them, 
the Right Path became known and by following 
their footsteps, the people of Paradise reached 
and attained every delight and won every good 
and happiness in this world and the Hereafter.

Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Al-Anbiyaa’ (21:73):

خم حم جم يل ىل مل   خل

ىن من خن حن جن يم ىم   مم

ين

“And We made them leaders, guiding 
(mankind) by Our Command, and We inspired 
in them, the doing of good deeds, performing 

Salaat (Iqamaat-as-Salaat), and the giving 
of Zakaat, and of Us (Alone) they were 

worshippers.”

Allaah (Ta’ala) mentions in various Ayaat in the 
noble Qur’an, examples of the supplications of 
the Prophets and their requests of Allaah, Rabbil-
Alameen, the Lord of the whole world, and their 
great hope in His Mercy, desire in His Grace, and 
their resorting to Him in all their states.

Whoever follows their guidance will be helped 
as Allaah helped them and will be rescued as 
Allaah rescued them. 

Here are some examples of their invocations. We 
should hope to walk on their path and follow 
their guidance.

1. Supplication of Adam (‘Alayhis-salaam):

One of the greatest supplications that is 
mentioned in the Qur’an is the one in which 
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Adam (‘Alayhis-salaam) invoked Allaah. It comprises 
Adam’s repentance and his asking Allaah for 
forgiveness and mercy. 

In Surat Al-A’raaf (7:23):

جن يم ىم مم خم حم جم يل ىل مل   خل

خن حن

“They said: ‘Our Lord! We have wronged 
ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow 

not upon us Your Mercy, we shall certainly be 
of the losers.’”

Adam (‘Alayhis-salaam) said (what means): ‘We have 
committed the sin that You (O Allaah) told us not 
to, and we have harmed ourselves by committing 
sin. We have done that which will incur loss unless 
You forgive us by erasing the sin and cancelling 
the punishment, have mercy on us by accepting 
our repentance and pardon us for such errors.’ 

So Allaah forgave them for that:

“...Adam disobeyed his Lord, and fell into 
error. Then his Lord brought him close, 

accepted his repentance, and guided him.” 
[Surat Ta-Ha (20:121-122)]

Whoever follows the example of Adam when he 
commits a sin, i.e. by admitting his sin and asking 
for forgiveness, regretting it and giving it up, his 
Lord will draw him near and guide him.

But whoever follows the example of Iblees by 
carrying on when he commits a sin, continuing to 
increase in it; he will only go further away from 
Allaah.

2. Supplication of Nuh (‘Alayhis-salaam) 

Allaah (Ta’ala) mentioned many supplications of 
Nuh (‘Alayhis-salaam) in different states.

a) From among his supplications, is what Allaah 
(Ta’ala) mentions in Surat Al-Mu’minun (23:26):

خضمضحطمظجعمع

“Nuh [Noah (‘Alayhis-salaam)] said: ‘O my Lord! 
Help me because they deny me.’”

When Nuh (‘Alayhis-salaam) realized that his call 
was only increasing them in aversion, he asked 
his Lord for help against them out of anger for the 
sake of Allaah, as they neglected His Command 

and rejected His Messenger.

Allaah answered him, telling him of a means to 
save himself before the punishment came, which 
was the construction of the ark. 

b)   Allaah (Ta’ala) praised Nuh (‘Alayhis-salaam) for 
being a grateful slave, as He (Ta’ala) says in 
Surat Al-Israa’ (17:3):

زبمبنبىبيب

“…Verily, he was a grateful slave.”

In this verse is an encouragement for the offspring 
of Nuh (‘Alayhis-salaam) to follow his example; be 
grateful and remember Allaah’s favors on them 
when He (Ta’ala) made them survive the flood that 
drowned the whole earth.

From the gratefulness of Nuh (‘Alayhis-salaam) is 
what is mentioned in Surat Al-Mu’minun (23: 
28-29):

حن جن يم ىم مم خم حم جم يل ىل مل   خل

ين ىن من خن

“And when you have embarked on the ship, 
you and whoever is with you, then say: ‘All 

the praises and thanks be to Allaah, Who has 
saved us from the people who are Dhalimun 
(i.e. oppressors, wrong-doers, polytheists, 

those who join others in worship with Allaah, 
etc.).’”

ىي مي خي حي جي يه ىه مه جه

“And say: ‘My Lord! Cause me to land at a 
blessed landing place, for You are the Best of 

those who bring to land.’”

Allaah taught Nuh (‘Alayhis-salaam) and those who 
were with him to say these words to thank and 
praise Him for saving them from the evil doers; to 
keep them from following their path and sharing 
their punishment, and to ask Allaah to make it 
easy for them to land at a blessed place.

Allaah (Ta’ala) responded to his supplication as He 
tells us in Surat Hud (11:48):

ىث نث مث زث رث يت ىت نت مت  زت

يك ىك مك لك اك يق ىق يف ىف يث
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“It was said: ‘O Nuh (Noah)! Come down (from 
the ship) with peace from Us and blessings on 

you and on the people who are with you.’”

There are lessons we can learn from this 
supplication of Nuh (‘Alayhis-salaam). Shaikh As-
Sa’dee (Rahimahullaah) said in his book ‘Tayseer al-
Lateef al-Mannan’: 

1. “It is incumbent upon the believer to seek the 
help of Allaah (Ta’ala) and mention His Name 
when embarking and descending, and in all 
of one’s movements and turnings. 

2. To praise Allaah and remember Him profuse-
ly when mentioning His favors and bounties, 
especially after He rescues us from distresses 
and hardships, as He (Ta’ala) says in Surat Hud 
(11:41):

يل ىل مل يك ىك مك لك اك يق  ىق

رن مم ام

“And he [Nuh (Noah)] said: ‘Embark therein, in 
the Name of Allaah will be its (moving) course 

and its (resting) anchorage.’”

and in Surat Al-Mu’minun (23:28):

حن جن يم ىم مم خم حم جم يل ىل مل   خل

ين ىن من خن

“And when you have embarked on the ship, 
you and whoever is with you, then say: ‘All 

the praises and thanks be to Allaah, Who has 
saved us from the people who are Dhalimun 
(i.e. oppressors, wrong-doers, polytheists, 

those who join others in worship with Allaah, 
etc.).’”

3. Also, it is incumbent to invoke for the blessing 
at the time of settling at unusual places, such 
as others homes during travel and so forth, 
and the houses  or places where one stays, 
as Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Al-Mu’minun 
(23:29):

ىي مي خي حي جي يه ىه مه جه

“And say: ‘My Lord! Cause me to land at a 
blessed landing place, for You are the Best of 

those who bring to land.’”

That should all be accompanied with 

remembrance of Allaah, seeking strength from 
Allaah in movements and settlement, trusting 
Allaah and seeking the Barakah, which is the 
best matter that accompanies the slave in all his 
states, and which the slave cannot live without 
for the blink of an eye.” [Tayseer al-Lateef al-
Mannan fee Khulasah Tafseer al-Qur’an page 
111]

3. Supplication of Ibraheem 
(‘Alayhis-salaam)

a. In Surat Ash-Shu’ara (26:83-85), Allaah 
mentions His slave and Khaleel Ibraheem 
[Abraham (‘Alayhis-salaam)] after he called his 
people to the Tawheed of Allaah. He (‘Alay-

his-salaam) was worshipping Allaah Alone 
without associates and clarifying the false-
hood of the false gods which his people were 
calling unto besides Allaah. Ibraheem (‘Alay-

his-salaam) described Allaah (Ta’ala) with maj-
esty and sublime attributes. He (‘Alayhis-salaam) 
invoked Allaah and asked Him for the follow-
ing:

ِلِحيَن
لصَّٰ

ٱ
ِحۡقِني ِب�

ۡ
ل ٗم� َو�أ

ۡ
َرّبِ َهۡب ِلي ُحك

ِخِريَن
ٓ أ ۡ
ل

ٱ
ي ِلَس�َن ِصۡدٖق ِفي � ِ

ّ
ۡجَعل ل

ٱ
َو�
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“My Lord! Bestow Hukman (religious 
knowledge, right judgment of the affairs 

and Prophethood) on me and join me with 
the righteous; and grant me an honorable 

mention in later generations; and make 
me one of the inheritors of the Paradise of 

Delight.”

Ibraheem (‘Alayhis-salaam) asked for abundant 
knowledge, by means of which he may know 
rulings; what is lawful and what is prohibited, 
and he may be able to judge between people.

He (‘Alayhis-salaam) also asked for joining him with 
the righteous, which refers to his fellow Prophets 
and Messengers  (in their rank and status).

And he (‘Alayhis-salaam) asked Allaah to grant him 
an honorable remembrance among the later 
nations, i.e. that he may be truly praised until 
the end of time.

Allaah (Ta’ala) answered his prayer. He (Ta’ala) 
granted him knowledge and wisdom by virtue 
of which Ibraheem (‘Alayhis-salaam) became one 
of the best of the Messengers. And He (Ta’ala) 



joined him with his fellow Messengers and made 
him beloved, accepted, venerated, and praised 
among the followers of all religions, for all time.

Ibraheem (‘Alayhis-salaam) also asked Allaah to 
make him one of the people of Paradise, to whom 
Allaah gives as an inheritance. Allaah answered 
his prayer and raised him in status in the gardens 
of bliss. [Tayseer al-Kareem]

Ibraheem (‘Alayhis-salaam) also asked Allaah in the 
same context, the following request in Ayaat 86-
88:

 ُتۡخِزِني َيۡوَم ُيۡبَعُثوَن
َ
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َ
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ٞ
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“And disgrace me not on the Day when (all 
the creatures) will be resurrected;

The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will 
avail,

Except him who brings to Allaah, a clean 
heart [clean from Shirk (polytheism) and Nifaq 

(hypocrisy)].”

i.e. (O Allaah) do not disgrace me on the Day 
when all creation is resurrected by asking me 
about some sins, punishing me or exposing me 
because of them. Rather, bless me on that Day, 
on which neither wealth nor sons will be of any 
avail, but only he who comes to Allaah with a 
pure heart (will be saved). For this is what will 
benefit him before You, and this is what will save 
him from punishment and make him deserve the 
great reward. 

What is meant by a pure heart is that which is 
free of polytheism (Shirk), doubt, love of evil, and 
persistence in innovation and sin.

What is implied by being free of these things is 
that it possesses the opposite, namely, sincerity 
to Allaah Alone, knowledge, certainty of faith, 
love of good and an inclination towards good; 
this means that what he wants and loves is in 
accordance with what Allaah loves, and his whims 
and desires are in accordance with the teachings 
of Allaah’s Religion. [Tayseer al-Kareem]

b) Allaah (Ta’ala) mentioned that one of the Du’aa 
of Ibraheem (‘Alayhis-salaam) is what is men-
tioned in Surat As-Saaffaat (37:100):

جفحفخفمفحقمق

“My Lord! Grant me (offspring) from the 
righteous.”

Ibraheem (‘Alayhis-salaam) asked for obedient 
children in compensation for his people and 
relatives whom he had left. Allaah responded 
to his Du’aa and granted him Isma’eel (‘Alayhis-

salaam), who was the first child for whom glad 
tidings were given to Ibraheem (‘Alayhis-salaam). 
[Tafseer Ibn Katheer]

Imaam At-Tabari said: “Ibraheem (‘Alayhis-salaam) 
asked his Lord to grant him a righteous offspring 
who would obey Him and not be rebellious, and 
who would bring reform in the land and not 
make mischief therein.” [Tafseer at-Tabari]

Shaikh As-Sa’dee (Rahimahullaah) said: “Ibraheem 
(‘Alayhis-salaam) asked Allaah to grant him a 
righteous son, by means of whom Allaah would 
benefit him during his lifetime and after his 
death.” [Tayseer al-Kareem]

c) From among the comprehensive supplications 
in the Qur’an, is what Prophet Ibraheem (‘Alay-

his-salaam) and his son Isma’eel (‘Alayhis-salaam) 
invoked with in Surat Al-Baqarah (2:127-
128):

جن يم ىم مم خم حم جم يل ىل  خلمل

جي يه ىه مه جه ين ىن من خن  حن

ٰىٌّ  ٍّ َّ ُّ ٰر ٰذ يي ىي مي خي  حي

ّٰ ِّ       

“And (remember) when Ibraheem (Abraham) 
and (his son) Isma’eel (Ishmael) were raising 
the foundations of the House (the Ka’bah at 

Makkah), (saying), ‘Our Lord! Accept (this 
service) from us. Verily! You are the All-

Hearer, the All-Knower.’
‘Our Lord! And make us submissive unto You 

and of our offspring, a nation submissive 
unto You, and show us our Manasik (all the 
ceremonies of pilgrimage - Hajj and ‘Umrah, 
etc.), and accept our repentance. Truly, You 
are the One Who accepts repentance, the 

Most Merciful.’”

That is, remember Ibraheem and Isma’eel 
(‘Alayhimas-salaam), when they were building the 
walls of the House from the foundation upwards, 
and how they persisted in this great task with an 
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attitude of both fear and hope. 

Whilst they were striving to complete this task, 
they prayed to Allaah:
1. To accept their deeds, so that it might be a 

blessing for all.
2. They prayed for themselves, and for their off-

spring to be Muslim. This signifies humility in 
the heart and submission to Allaah, which is 
reflected in outward behavior. [This is a re-
quest for firmness in obedience and steadi-
ness on Islam.] 

3. [Show us, teach us our rituals (of pilgrimage)], 
demonstrate them before us so that we may 
see them, because seeing is more effective for 
the purpose of learning. It may be that what 
is meant by rituals (Manasik) is all the actions 
of Hajj, as indicated by the context and story, 
or it may be that the meaning is more gen-
eral than that, and refers to all of Islam and 
all acts of worship; thus, what they meant by 
their supplication was to be guided and en-
abled to acquire beneficial knowledge and to 
do righteous deeds. 

4. As it is the case that human beings, no mat-
ter how hard they try, will always fall short 
and need to repent, they (Ibraheem and Is-
ma’eel (‘Alayhimas-salaam) said: “and accept our 
repentance, for You are the Accepter of re-
pentance, the Most Merciful.”

d)  It is incumbent upon every person who makes 
Du’aa to invoke for himself, his parents and 
his offspring with the following Du’aa of 
Ibraheem (‘Alayhis-salaam) in Surat Ibraheem 
(14:40-41):

حصخصمصجض

“O my Lord! Make me one who performs As-
Salaat (Iqamaat-as-Salaat), (i.e. preserving its 

obligations and limits),

حضخضمض

and (also) from my offspring,”

make them among those who establish the 
prayer, as well,

حطمظجع

“Our Lord! And accept my invocation.”

i.e. all of my invocation which I invoked You with 
herein, 

جغمغجفحف

“Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents,”

Ibraheem (‘Alayhis-salaam) said this before he 
declared himself innocent from his father, after 
he became sure that he was an enemy of Allaah,

خفمفحقمقجك

“and (all) the believers on the Day when the 
reckoning will be established.”

on the Day when You will reckon Your servants 
and recompense or reward them for their deeds- 
good for good and evil for evil.

4. Supplication of Musa (‘Alayhis-salaam)

The story of Musa [Moses (‘Alayhis-salaam)] in the 
Qur’an consists of various situations in which 
Musa (‘Alayhis-salaam) invoked Allaah with sensitive 
supplications indicating his complete humility, 
submission and servitude to Allaah, the Lord of 
the whole world. Allaah mentions one of Musa’s 
supplications that occurred when Allaah (Ta’ala) 
sent him to invite Fir’awn (Pharaoh) and his 
people to Islam. Musa (‘Alayhis-salaam) asked Allaah 
to make it easy for him to convey the message 
and explain the religion, as Allaah (Ta’ala) says in 
Surat Ta-Ha (20:25-35):

خص حص مس خس حس جس مخ جخ مح جح مج حج   مث

حف جف مغ جغ مع جع مظ حط مض خض حض جض  مص

مل خل حل جل مك لك خك حك جك مق حق مف  خف

خن حن جن مم خم حم جم هل
“Musa [Moses (‘Alayhis-salaam)] said: 

‘O my Lord! Open for me my chest (grant me 
self-confidence, contentment, and 

boldness).’”
“And ease my task for me; and make loose 
the knot (the defect) from my tongue, (i.e. 
remove the incorrectness from my speech) 
[That occurred as a result of a brand of fire 
which Musa (Moses) put in his mouth when 
he was an infant]. That they understand my 

speech, and appoint for me a helper from my 
family, Harun (Aaron), my brother. Increase 
my strength with him and let him share my 

task (of conveying Allaah’s Message and 
Prophethood), that we may glorify You much, 
and remember You much. Verily! You are of 

us, Ever a Well-Seer.” 30



Shaikh As-Sa’dee (Rahimahullaah) said: “Musa 
requested his Lord to expand his chest for 
his mission. For verily, He [Allaah (Ta’ala)] was 
commanding him with a great task and a weighty 
affair. He was sending him to the mightiest king 
on the face of the earth at that time. Fir’awn was 
the most arrogant and severe of all people in 
his disbelief, and he had the largest army and 
the most powerful kingdom. He was the most 
tyrannical and obstinate of rulers. His case was 
such that he claimed not to know Allaah at all, 
and that he knew of no god for his subjects other 
than himself.” [Tafseer Ibn Katheer]

Musa (‘Alayhis-salaam) asked Allaah to open his 
chest for him, which is a very important matter 
when making Da’wah. It helps one to be patient 
and bear the hardship and perform Da’wah with 
high resolution and energy. 

Musa (‘Alayhis-salaam) also asked Allaah to ease his 
task for him; this is because “he cannot perform 
this task if Allaah doesn’t help, aid and support 
him.” [Ibn Katheer]

Then one of the most important means of Da’wah 
to Allaah is the ability of the Da’iee (the preacher) 
in clarifying and making others understand by 
his speech; therefore, Musa (‘Alayhis-salaam) asked 
Allaah to loosen the knot from his tongue so that 
they understand his speech, and to make him 
eloquent in speech. 

Ibn Katheer (Rahimahullaah) said: “However, he 
did not ask Allaah to remove this affliction all 
together. Rather, he asked for removal of his 
stammering so the people would understand 
what he intended in his speech. He was only 
asking for what was necessary to deliver his 
message. If he had asked for the removal of his 
affliction in its entirety, it would have been cured 
for him. However, the Prophets do not ask for any 
more than what is required.” [Tafseer Ibn Katheer]

Ibn Katheer (Rahimahullaah) said concerning Allaah’s 
Statement: 

حف جف مغ جغ مع جع مظ حط

“And appoint for me a helper from my family,
Harun (Aaron), my brother;”

“This was also a request from Musa (‘Alayhis-

salaam) that did not pertain to himself. That was a 
request for the assistance of his brother.”
[Tafseer Ibn Katheer]

The reason behind the asking of this request by 
Musa (‘Alayhis-salaam) is mentioned in Surat Al-
Qasas (28:34). Allaah (Ta’ala) says:

جع مظ حط مض خض حض جض مص خص حص  مس

جف مغ جغ مع

“And my brother Harun (Aaron) is more 
eloquent in speech than me, so send him with 

me as a helper to confirm me. Verily! I fear 
that they will belie me.”

Musa (‘Alayhis-salaam) asked for prophethood to 
be bestowed upon his brother so he could be an 
assistant to him in his Da’wah with the people to 
whom Allaah has sent. He asked for this helper 
to be from his family, by way of being kind; those 
who are more deserving of a person’s kindness are 
his relatives. Musa (‘Alayhis-salaam) also mentioned 
another benefit of his request, saying:

حم جم هل مل خل حل جل

“That we may glorify You much,
And remember You much,” 

[Surat Ta-Ha 20:33-34]

Shaikh As-Sa’dee (Rahimahullaah) said: “Musa 
(‘Alayhis-salaam) understood that the aim of all 
acts of worship and the foundation of religion 
is to remember Allaah. So, Musa asked Allaah 
to make his brother join him, so that they could 
help one another and cooperate in righteousness 
and piety, and thus be able to remember Allaah 
a great deal by glorifying Him, proclaiming 
His Oneness and doing other acts of worship.” 
[Tayseer al-Kareem]

Musa (‘Alayhis-salaam) ended his Du’aa  with his 
statement (in Ayat 35):

خن حن جن مم خم

“Verily, You are all-Aware of our situation,”

i.e. You know our situation, our weakness, 
our helplessness and our need for You in all 
our affairs. You know us better than we know 
ourselves and You are more Merciful towards 
us, so bless us with what we have asked for and 
answer our prayer.” [Tayseer al-Kareem]

Allaah (Ta’ala) responded to the invocation of 
Musa (‘Alayhis-salaam) and fulfilled his hopes and 
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strengthened him with his brother, Harun (‘Alayhis-

salaam) and gave them the authority over Fir’awn 
and his people.

5- Supplication of Prophet Muhammad 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)  

a.  One of the supplications that Allaah (Ta’ala) 
commanded the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) with is mentioned in Surat At-Tawbah 
(9:129):

مض خض حض جض مص خص حص مس خس حس جس مخ  جخ

جغ مع جع مظ حط

“But if they turn away, say [O Muhammad 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)]: ‘Allaah is sufficient 

for me. La ilaaha illa Huwa (none has the 
right to be worshipped but He), in Him I put 

my trust and He is the Lord of the Mighty 
Throne.’”

It is reported on the authority of Abu Ad-Dardaa’ 
(Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu), that the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “Whoever says (the following 
supplication) every day in the morning and in the 
evening seven times, Allaah will suffice him all 
what concerns him of the affairs of the Dunya 
(this world) and the Hereafter.” [Reported by 
Ibn As-Sunni in ‘Amal-Al-Yawm wal-Laylah’ 
Marfoo’ to the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) and reported Mawqoof by others. Usually 
the narrators of Al-Mawqoof are trustworthy, 
because these words cannot be said by opinion or 
Ijtihad; rather, they are quoted from the Prophet 
(Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)]

b. From what Allaah ordered the Prophet (Sal-

la-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) to invoke with, is to 
ask Allaah to make his exit and entry truth-
ful, as is mentioned in Surat Al-Israa’ (17:80):

مك لك اك يق ىق يف ىف يث  ىث

ام يل ىل مل يك ىك

“And say [O Muhammad (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam)]: ‘My Lord! Let my entry (to the city of 
Al-Madinah) be good, and (likewise) my exit 

(from the city of Makkah) be good. And grant 
me from You, an authority to help me (or a 

firm sign or a proof).’”

“i.e. make my entrance and my exit all in 
obedience to You and pleasing to You, because 
that means sincerity and compliance with 

Allaah’s Command. And grant me from You, a 
supporting power, i.e. clear evidence and definite 
proof for all that I do or do not do.

This is the highest position that Allaah may cause 
a person to attain, that all his situations are 
good and are a means of drawing closer to his 
Lord, and that in all situations he may have clear 
evidence. This includes beneficial knowledge, 
righteous deeds, and knowledge of various issues 
and proofs.” [Tayseer al-Kareem]

Ibn Al-Qayyim (Rahimahullaah) said: “There is no one 
who exits from his home and enters the market 
or any other entry but that it will be either with 
truthfulness or with a lie. Everyone’s exit and 
entry will not be except these two: truth or a 
lie, and Allaah is the One Whose Help is sought.” 
[Madarij as-Salikeen]

c. Also, the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
was ordered to invoke Allaah with the fol-
lowing words in Surat al-Kahf (18:24):

هئجبحبخبمبهبجتحتختمت

“It may be that my Lord guides me unto a 
nearer way of truth than this.”

“He (Allaah) instructed the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) to call upon Allaah and put his 
hopes in Him and trust Him to guide him to that 
which is closer to right guidance. It’s no wonder 
that if a person is like this and he does his utmost 
and tries hard to seek guidance and the right 
path; he deserves to be helped and guided, and 
to receive divine aid that will help him to do the 
right thing in all his affairs.” [Tayseer al-Kareem]

Sources:
1.  Da’wat Al-Anbiyaa’ by Shaikh Abdur-Razzaq al-

Badr
2.  Tafseer Ibn Katheer
3. Tayseer al-Kareem by Shaikh As-Sa’dee
4. Dorar.com

QUESTION 5
At what age 
are children 

obliged to fast?
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The Imaams who lead astray are those whom people take as leaders. They lead people 
astray with innovations and acts of Shirk, and they make these acts seem good to the people 
until they seem true in their eyes.

Some of these leaders used to say to their followers: “Whoever amongst you needs anything, 
let him come to my grave because I will carry it out for him. Verily, there is no good in a man 
who is kept away from his companions within an arms-length of dust.” This is indeed a clear 
and great falsehood as they used to call upon their followers to worship them besides Allaah 
and ask them to do things which they were not able to do.

Also, regarding this, are the leaders who claim to have attained a given rank from Allaah 
because of which he (the leader) is no longer required to observe the religious duties and 
obligations. They also claim that the Awliyaa’ (close friends of Allaah) can be sought for help 
and relief both in their lives and after their death. They assert that they can bring benefit 
and cause harm and make provisions for everything. Moreover, they allege to have access to  
Al-Lawh Al-Mahfoudh (the preserved Tablet) and they claim many other lies which they will 
bear on their shoulders and backs.

Bear in mind, whoever innovates anything that is not in Allaah’s Book or the Sunnah of His 
Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), he is cursed, and his innovation is rejected.
On the Day of Resurrection their followers will say, as Allaah (Ta’ala) says in Surat Al-Ahzaab 
(33:67) (interpretation of the meaning): 

“Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs and our great 
ones, but they misled us from the (Right) Way.” 

Beware of Imaams who 
lead people astray
Thawban (Radia-Allaahu ‘anhu), the freed slave 
of the Prophet (Salla-Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) 
narrated that the Prophet (Salla-

Allaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: 
“…I only fear for my Ummah, the 
Imaams who lead (them) astray…” 

[Abu Dawoud no. 4252 and authenticated 
by Al-Albaani who graded it Saheeh]


